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Epsom’s Rainbow Leisure Centre Places new
operators
1 October 2025

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council is pleased to confirm that Places Leisure will take over the operation of
the Rainbow Leisure Centre in Epsom from 1 October. This follows the Council’s announcement in July
appointing Places Leisure as the new operator on a 10-year contract, with the option to extend for a further
five years.

This  marks  an  exciting  new chapter  for  the  Rainbow Leisure  Centre  with  members  set  to  continue
benefitting from high-quality leisure, health and wellbeing services.

Places Leisure, part of the PfP Group the UK’s leading social enterprise, will be investing its own capital
into the leisure centre, upgrading the gym, studios, swimming changing rooms and more.

From  1  October,  existing  members  or  anybody  looking  for  a  new  membership  should  contact  
enquiries@pfpleisure.org. More information can be found on their website – Rainbow Leisure Centre |
Places Leisure. Places Leisure has been working closely with Epsom & Ewell Borough Council and the
outgoing operator, GLL. to ensure an efficient and safe handover.

Councillor Clive Woodbridge (RA Ewell Village) , Chair of the Community & Wellbeing Committee said:

“The wellbeing of our community is at the heart of everything we do, and our Health and Wellbeing
Strategy continues to shape how we support residents to live healthier, happier lives. We’re proud to be
entering a new era at the Rainbow Leisure Centre, one that embraces a holistic approach to health and
fitness, and delivers an inclusive Active Communities programme, alongside activities delivered both at the
centre and outside in the wider community.

“Places  Leisure  is  providing  a  platform  where  everyone  in  our  borough  can  thrive  –  opening  up
opportunities for residents of all ages, including young people, the elderly and those living with a disability
or illness, wherever they may be on their wellbeing journey.
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“I’d like to thank Places Leisure and Greenwich Leisure Limited for working together to ensure a smooth
transition for members. I’d also like to extend our gratitude to Greenwich Leisure Limited for the positive
legacy they leave behind, which we are proud to build upon.”

Dan Walker, Business Development Director at Places Leisure, said: “It is clear that the Rainbow
Leisure Centre stands at the heart of the community, providing opportunities for local people of all ages
and abilities to enjoy being active and to bring people together. We are delighted to be the new operators of
the centre, and we thank GLL for the hard work they have put in during their time as operator. We look
forward to a successful partnership with Epsom and Ewell Council, local stakeholders, and of course the
colleagues who bring the centre to life.

“A thriving community is a community where everyone is welcome in a truly inclusive way, which is why
within the first year of our contract we will invest c£4.7million in a series of projects including a new fitness
suite, studios and changing facilities to support community engagement. Our commitment will further boost
community activities, inspire people of all ages to lead an active and healthy lifestyle, whilst generating
over £5million of social value each year.”

Places Leisure website – https://www.placesleisure.org/

Places Leisure will also offer a wider range of health and wellbeing-related activities, delivered both inside
and outside of the leisure centre, including:

An Active Communities programme, including exercise referrals for falls prevention, cardiac rehab
and weight management;  community wellbeing walks,  as well  as programmes such as ‘move
through menopause’ and Health MOTs, which will support local people in an inclusive way and
enable the community to thrive.

New leisure centre  programmes targeted at  under  16s and the elderly:  including LES Mills
exercises classes and Saturday Night Project activities for the under 16s and new EGYM and
walking sports to help older adults be more physically active.

Social  value initiatives:  such as  work placement  opportunities  including for  unemployed and
disabled people; leisure industry careers advice and curriculum support; and supporting the local
economy by keeping spending within the local supply chain.

Places Leisure will continue to invest in the environmental sustainability of the centre, this will be overseen
by an environmental coordinator.

Places Leisure is a social enterprise which is passionate about ‘creating active places and healthy people’
and improving opportunities for communities to be physically active. It experiences over 30 million visits
per annum across the 101 leisure facilities that it operates on behalf of local authorities across the country
and supports over 126k children and adults learning to swim each year. https://www.placesleisure.org/

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council

Related reports:
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Epsom and Ewell will judge change at their leisure

Who will pay for Epsom’s leisure centre “better deal”?

Gold star at the end of the Rainbow

Pot of gold for Rainbow?
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