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Ewell Village to get an uplift?

23 November 2022

High Street improvements to come in Ewell to revitalise the town and create spaces that are safer and more attractive?
Surrey County Council‘s Ewell project team has worked closely with a group of residents who originally campaigned for
change in the village. Surrey County Council’s Cabinet is due to discuss £30 million of funding to deliver seven capital
projects identified in the Surrey Infrastructure Plan.

The proposals for Ewell state:

Ewell Village currently suffers from significant levels of traffic passing through the village, with an imbalance between
traffic and pedestrians, both in terms of space consumed and dominance exerted. Pedestrian movement in the village is
notable, particularly that of children travelling to/from school, but resident feelings about road safety are poor given the
high volumes of traffic.

This project will deliver improvements to the High Street that will support revitalisation of the village through restricting
vehicular access to some degree along the High Street, bringing about more pedestrian-friendly spaces that are safer and
more attractive. It will bring improvements to local environmental sustainability via new street greening in addition to
reducing vehicle emissions, will enhance the economic resilience of existing and new retail outlets through the creation of
more attractive spaces that encourage longer dwell times, and will enrich social cohesion by bringing about more
opportunities for people to connect with one another.

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council (EEBC) is committed to continued engagement with SCC to develop plans for the
village and welcomes further collaboration with the community and community representatives to help shape the scheme.

The total scheme cost is approximately £2.5 million. SCC will be seeking a contribution of 50% from third party funding.
Funding from EEBC will be determined once a preferred option is agreed.

Other proposals for the County include:

Projects include town centre and highway improvements, active and sustainable travel schemes, and flood alleviation
schemes.

£8.64million of the funding would come from Surrey County Council, with the rest coming from external funding sources.
These projects include the implementation of active and sustainable travel schemes to provide Surrey residents with
greener options of travel, whilst improving air quality and creating healthier places to live. There are also town centre
regeneration schemes to support economic growth and provide the necessary infrastructure for growing communities.
These infrastructure projects are critical for the council to deliver its ambitions for the county now and into the future.

The seven capital projects are:
Town centre schemes

= High Street improvements in both Ewell and Horley to revitalise the town and create spaces that are safer and
more attractive. The Ewell project team has worked closely with a group of residents who originally campaigned
for change in the village and in Horley, investment is being made following the impact of Covid on how the town
is used by residents.

= Town centre regeneration in Caterham through flood mitigation works, improved connectivity and improvement
to public spaces in Caterham Valley and Caterham on the Hill.

Active and sustainable travel schemes

= Electric bikes (E-bikes) in Guildford - implementation of a town-wide bike share scheme to offer an alternative to
car trips within the borough.

= Woking sustainable transport improvements - improvements for walking, cycling and bus infrastructure in the
east of Woking, improving connections between Woking town centre, Sheerwater and West Byfleet. For this
scheme Surrey County Council have submitted a bid for £12million to the Department of Housing and Levelling
up as part of round two of Levelling Up funding.

Highway improvement schemes

= A320 North of Woking improvements - Plans to make all junctions and roads on the busy stretch between
Chertsey and Ottershaw work well together to improve traffic flow. Improvements for walkers and cyclists,
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including new crossing points and wider foot and cycle paths and improved access to public transport.
Flood alleviation schemes

» Flooding Alleviation Programme 2023/24 - A mix of schemes and interventions focusing on flood resilience
measures, flood risk reduction and protection against flooding.

Cabinet will also be reviewing the allocation of £2million funding to support the expansion of the on-street electric vehicle
chargepoint roll-out. The funding required would support the installation of a comprehensive network of publicly
accessible chargepoints right across the county. This is essential to support residents who don’t have off-street parking to
transition to electric vehicles. Surrey’s Local Transport Plan has identified as one of its top priorities the reduction of
emissions and increase in energy efficient vehicles, specifically to promote zero emission and smaller vehicles. Cabinet
will also be discussing the appointment of a new supplier to deliver a wider roll-out of chargepoints across the county to
meet the increased demand.

Matt Furniss, Cabinet Member for Transport, Infrastructure and Economy, said: “Investment in infrastructure is
essential for sustainable economic growth and to cater for the needs of Surrey’s businesses and communities.

“The projects being presented to Cabinet take into consideration changing infrastructure requirements for our
communities. Following the Covid pandemic, the way people live and work has changed. These projects consider new
travel patterns and behaviours, whilst focusing on improving local places.”

Surrey County Council News and with additional reporting on Ewell by Epsom and Ewell Times
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