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Giraffes adapt from Serengeti to Surrey vegetation

16 December 2022

Surrey County Council has partnered with Chessington World of Adventures Resort to help provide additional food for the
Giraffes over the winter months. Surrey’s countryside estates team regularly coppice the council’s woodlands as part of
essential habitat management on Surrey’s countryside sites. Chessington have been working with them to coppice hazel,
chestnut and other local tree species within Norbury Park near Dorking to feed their herd of Giraffes.

During the autumn and early winter, the hoofstock team at Chessington made regular visits to Norbury Park where they
cut back browse (leaves, shoots and branches). The team transport the browse back to the Zoo where they chop into
smaller pieces and store in airtight containers which are then placed in freezer storage. This enables an ongoing stock of
fresh food to feed the giraffes throughout the winter months.

The 1,340-acre Norbury Park is part of a European Special Area of Conservation (SAC) within the Surrey Hills Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and forms part of Surrey County Council’s countryside estate which comprises over
10,000 acres open for public access.

Marisa Heath, Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for the Environment comments: “We are delighted to
partner with Chessington to benefit not only the endangered Giraffes, but also the wildlife in Surrey. Coppicing areas of
land on Norbury Park helps to improve the health and biodiversity of the woodland by opening it up to the sunlight, which
allows a wider range of plants to flourish. We hope to extend this partnership with Chessington to benefit other parts of
Surrey’s countryside estate.”

Rebecca Apperley-Gawn, Senior Hoofstock Keeper comments: “It’s been great to partner up with the countryside
estates team at Surrey County Council. Norbury Park is closely located to our Zoo so it’s great to keep food miles down
and the browse fresh for our herd. The Giraffe spend up to 75% of their day eating and it is vital for their diet that we
include fresh food particularly during the long winter months. We look forward to continuing with this partnership over
the coming years”.

As well as providing feed for the Giraffes, the Chessington team also took back to the Zoo the stems of coppiced material
to make additions to animal enclosures and entertain the Rhinos who love to push them around their enclosures!

For information on Surrey County Council’s countryside sites, visit the website.
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