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Godstone’s gasworks fury while sinkhole not fixed

Godstone residents are up in arms over suddenly announced gasworks on a ‘major cut through”, warning the closures could turn
traffic into a nightmare and hit local businesses - all while the High Street’s massive sinkhole still has not been fixed.

The works, due to be carried out by SGN, are set to start on September 29 and could last around 23 weeks. Water Lane has
already been closed since September 1 for similar work.

But people say the timing is crazy. Charlie Mayall, who lives on Tilburstow Hill Road, called the plan “bonkers”. “I'm absolutely
furious. I'm spitting feathers,” He said. “It’s adding insult to injury.”

“The diversion is going to be at least twice as bad,” he said. “Some of the side lanes aren’t wide enough for two cars, let alone a
lorry.”

Things are made worse by claims from councillors that Surrey County Council and Tandridge District Council didn’t know about
the works — though SGN insists the project has been in the pipeline for some time and agreed with the authorities.

But residents remain unconvinced, claiming the council should have just told SGN to wait. People aren’t stupid. We understand
the gasworks need to be done but they clearly don’t need to be done when the high street is also closed.”

Carol Ward, who lives on the high street, said people feel ignored. She said: “It’s ridiculous — no consultation, no signs, and no
proper accountability. People feel walked over,” she said.

She added that local businesses are already struggling, including the Fox & Hounds pub, which has been around since 1603.

“I feel like I'm living on a building site,” Carol said, explaining the village has already put up with a road collapse in the high
street. “I think most people have been very very patient ...but there’s a limit to the what people will put up with,”

A Surrey Highways spokesperson said: “We are sympathetic to the concerns of residents... Our Highways Officers are meeting
with SGN on September 3 to fully understand the need for their works in Tilburstow Hill Road, their duration and timing. At this
stage, only a ‘provisional advanced authority’ has been approved and an official permit has not been granted.”

SGN defended the work, a spokesperson said: “It’s essential we replace these 100-year-old mains to keep gas flowing safely.
Delaying the work increases the risk of unexpected interruptions... We're reviewing with Surrey County Council whether
temporary traffic lights could be used instead of full closures.”

SGN says businesses will remain accessible and compensation is available for those affected. Bus services and refuse collections
should continue, though residents are advised to check for updates.

Carol Ward on Godstone Green. (Credit: Emily Dalton/LDRS)
Related reports:
Godstone “Sink-hole” residents to return

Surrey sink-hole major incident
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