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Goldman  sacks  the  Epsom  and  Ewell  Residents
Association
22 January 2026

A councillor representing Nonsuch ward has become the latest member of Epsom and Ewell Borough Council to change
political alignment mid-term, with Shanice Goldman joining the Conservative group.

Cllr Goldman, first elected in May 2023, said her decision was based on where she believed she could be “most effective”
in achieving practical outcomes for residents, rather than on ideology or internal party politics. She cited concerns about
governance, the Local Plan and the council’s approach to parish councils as key factors influencing her move.

Her defection comes amid a period of visible political flux at Epsom and Ewell Borough Council, which is currently
controlled by the Residents’ Associations (RAs). In recent months, College ward councillor Julie Morris left the Liberal
Democrats  to  sit  as  an  Independent,  while  Alex  Coley  departed  the  RA group,  also  choosing  to  continue  as  an
Independent councillor.

In  a  statement  explaining  her  decision,  Cllr  Goldman  said  she  had  found  it  increasingly  difficult  to  support  an
administration she felt was not sufficiently focused on delivery or long-term outcomes. She said her priorities were better
aligned with the Conservatives’  approach to accountability,  governance and service delivery,  adding that any local
government reform should be “resident-focused,  evidence-led,  and driven by improved service delivery rather than
structural change for its own sake”.

She also pointed to Conservative positions on safety, the Green Belt and scrutiny of council decision-making as factors in
her decision, while stressing that her core priorities for residents had not changed.

The  move  was  welcomed  by  local  Conservative  officers,  who  used  the  announcement  to  criticise  the  Residents’
Association-led administration’s record on council management, the Local Plan and parish council proposals. They said
Cllr Goldman’s arrival strengthened their group’s capacity to challenge the council on behalf of residents.

Cllr Goldman said she would continue to focus on improving safety, quality of life and transparency in decision-making for
residents of Nonsuch ward.

Her change of affiliation does not alter the overall control of the council, but it adds to a growing pattern of councillors
stepping away from their original party groupings during the current term, raising wider questions about cohesion,
governance and political direction at the borough council.

Though Conservative controlled Reigate and Banstead Borough Council has the lowest per capita debt of the 11 Surrey
districts councils the three super-league mass indebted Councils were or are run by Conservatives at the relevant period
of debt accumulation. See today’s Epsom and Ewell Times editorial: Process matters — but so does the balance sheet.
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