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Grayling’s fishy business
Earlier today Epsom and Ewell MP Chris Grayling called upon the Government to ban industrial fishing boats from “scalping our
sea beds and hoovering up marine life regardless of what gets trapped in their nets, especially in the UK’s marine protected
areas”. Secondly, he called for the creation of “‘Highly Protected Marine areas’ around our shores, as recommended by the
Benyon Review. Where no extractive activity is permitted. Where nature can be left to its own devices.”

Thirdly, he has asked the Government to “provide both regulatory and financial support to those looking to restore sea grass
beds.”

Photo: Chris Grayling MP argues his points in Tuesday’s Marine Protection Areas Debate in Westminster. Parliament TV.

Rounding off his contribution in a special debate on the marine environment Mr Grayling referred to all the worldwide illegal
fishing that goes on with impunity. He suggested the Government works on international accords that will “require every fishing
vessel around the world to have proper satellite monitoring devices on board.”

He also called for improved sustainable fishing food labelling.

Mr Grayling addressed the meeting in Westminster on Tuesday 2nd May in the afternoon.
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