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Green  Flag  Awards  Honour  Epsom  and  Ashtead
Commons
Local communities are celebrating as both Epsom Common and Ashtead Common have been awarded the prestigious Green Flag
Award, recognizing them as two of the best-managed green spaces in the UK. This esteemed award, administered by the
environmental charity Keep Britain Tidy, sets the benchmark for the management of recreational outdoor spaces across the UK
and internationally.

Epsom Common Local Nature Reserve (LNR) has achieved this accolade for the 18th consecutive year, underscoring its continued
excellence in environmental stewardship. The site, managed by Epsom & Ewell Borough Council, is a haven for biodiversity,
featuring oak woods, pasture woodlands, and wetlands that are home to rare species like cotton spotted orchids and purple
emperor butterflies. It is also designated as a Site of Specific Scientific Interest (SSSI) due to its significance as a breeding bird
habitat.

Councillor Liz Frost, (RA Woodcote and Langley) Chair of the Environment Committee, expressed pride in the achievement,
attributing the success to the hard work of volunteers and partners, including the Epsom Common Association, the Lower Mole
Partnership, and Natural England. “This award is a testament to the dedication of our volunteers and staff who work tirelessly to
maintain this beautiful and biodiverse space,” she said.

In Ashtead, the Ashtead Common has also been honored with the Green Flag Award, further enhanced by receiving Green
Heritage Site Accreditation. This recognition highlights the site’s exceptional conservation efforts and its status as a National
Nature Reserve since 1995. Managed by the City of London Corporation, Ashtead Common is renowned for its ancient oak
pollards and diverse habitats, including those supporting rare invertebrates and breeding birds.

Ben Murphy, Chairman of the City Corporation’s Epping Forest and Commons Committee, noted the significance of the award,
stating, “These awards demonstrate the effectiveness of our management plans in preserving open spaces like Ashtead Common
for future generations. It also reflects the positive impact of the City of London Corporation’s investments in local communities.”

Both sites were evaluated on several criteria, including accessibility, safety, cleanliness, community engagement, and efforts to
combat climate change. The awards celebrate the commitment of the staff and volunteers who ensure these spaces remain
welcoming and well-maintained for the public. The Green Flag Award scheme highlights the importance of well-managed green
spaces in fostering community well-being and promoting sustainable living.

The achievements of Epsom and Ashtead Commons underscore the value of preserving natural habitats and providing safe,
accessible green spaces for all. As community members and nature enthusiasts enjoy these areas, the Green Flag Award serves as
a reminder of the critical role that well-maintained parks and reserves play in our social and environmental health.
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