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Green view of Mole Valley elections
Dear Editor,

In Mole Valley national issues probably mostly impacted the main parties who lost support. However these local election results
will be of little significance in the forthcoming General Election in Epsom and Ewell constituency for several reasons.

Firstly only a small area of Mole Valley falls within the parliamentary constituency of Epsom and Ewell, namely Ashtead and
Leatherhead. While these two areas will be very important to our campaign in the General Election there did appear to be some
tactical or protest voting in the local elections in
Mole Valley as there was no great change in turnout. In Leatherhead Liberal Democrats were elected with a similar vote
compared with 2023 despite their record of supporting development in the Green Belt.

The Green Party targeted resources in the Dorking area of Mole Valley in order to maintain a previous strong showing there.
Secondly, as local elections did not take place for the Epsom Borough Council
area the bulk of voters in the Epsom and Ewell constituency were not able to express their choices at the ballot box.

Nevertheless the threat to the Green Belt will be one of the key issues in the General Election in Epsom and Ewell as a whole so
voters will have a genuine opportunity to test candidates about this particular matter, which is of great priority for the Green
Party, including in Ashtead and Leatherhead where we
will be actively campaigning to galvanise our support there.

Finally, whilst votes were quite well dispersed across different parties in the local elections in Mole Valley there will be even more
parties standing in the General Election in Epsom and Ewell including the Green Party. The share of the vote will also probably be
quite dispersed as a result  in the General  Election and in this scenario tactical  voting will  be of  limited benefit.  In such
circumstances voters will be well advised to vote for policies they believe in, as a surprise result is quite likely.

Stephen McKenna

Prospective Parliamentary Candidate Green Party Epsom and Ewell
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