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Has Epsom’s new MP missed the bus to a new hospital?

Dear Editor,

Our new MP Helen Maguire has supported the construction of a new hospital, complete with an accident and emergency (A&E)
department, near the Royal Marsden Hospital in the southern area of Sutton. [See Epsom and Ewell Times 12th October 2024
“Public meeting about Epsom Hospital future“].

While well-intentioned, her recommendation seems to miss a significant concern shared by residents in Epsom, Ewell, and much
of Sutton: accessibility.

The current sites—Epsom Hospital and St Helier Hospital—are better served by public transport than the proposed location near
the Royal Marsden, which lacks convenient train and bus links. Moving our local A&E services to this “public transport desert”
would place a greater burden on people relying on public transport, particularly those without access to a car.

Epsom Hospital, for example, is within walking distance of Epsom Station (though it’s still a 20-minute walk). It is served by
several bus routes, including:

= E5 (Langley Vale - Epsom - Watersedge): every 30 minutes from Epsom Clock Tower, though it only passes the
hospital every two hours.

= 166 (Epsom Hospital - Epsom - Banstead - West Croydon): an hourly service from Monday to Saturday, no service on
Sunday.

= 293 (Epsom Hospital - Epsom - North Cheam - Morden): every 20 minutes during peak times.
= 408 (Epsom - Ashtead - Leatherhead - Cobham): runs approximately every hour on weekdays.

= 479 (Epsom - Ashtead - Leatherhead - Guildford): every 30 minutes at peak times.

St Helier Hospital, also in Sutton, has additional connections:

= 151 (Wallington - Sutton - Worcester Park): every 10 minutes peak.

157 (Morden - Croydon - Crystal Palace): every 12 minutes peak.

S1 (Mitcham - Sutton - Banstead via Wrythe Lane): every 20 minutes peak.

S4 (Roundshaw - Wallington - Sutton - St Helier): every 30 minutes peak.

Other services such as the 154, 164, and 280 serve nearby areas, with buses stopping outside or near the hospital.

In contrast, public transportation from Epsom Clock Tower to the Royal Marsden site involves multiple transfers. A trip requires
at least two or three buses, such as the S2, S4, 293, SL7, and S4, taking anywhere from 45 minutes to 1 hour and 15 minutes
depending on timings. For many, this could be inconvenient, time-consuming, and impractical—especially in emergencies.

For residents reliant on public transportation, moving A&E services to a poorly connected area would be disruptive. We should
seek solutions that keep healthcare accessible and ensure that those who need urgent care can get there quickly. I urge our MP
and local authorities to consider this reality as they deliberate on the future of our local healthcare services.

Yours faithfully,
Stuart Gosling

Epsom Resident
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