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Heritage at the heart of Epsom and Ewell

The Licensing and Planning Policy Committee (LPPC) of Epsom & Ewell Borough Council convened on January 23rd, to address
several key issues, including the annual Heritage Champion’s statement, fees and charges for 2025/26, budget estimates, and an
urgent decision regarding the local development scheme. The meeting, held at the Epsom Town Hall and broadcast online, saw a
full agenda with a number of significant decisions taken.

Heritage Champion’s Report Praised

A highlight of the evening was the presentation of the Heritage Champion’s annual statement by Councillor Kim Spickett (RA
Cuddington). This was the first such statement that Committee Chair, Councillor Peter O’Donovan (RA Ewell Court), could recall
seeing. Councillor Spickett, unfortunately, was not present at the meeting due to a prior engagement at the Epsom Playhouse
(The Band of the Scots Guard: Gala Concert staged by Clir Dr Graham Jones MBE RA Cuddington, for the Mayor’s charities), but
her report was met with high praise from committee members.

Councillor Phil Neale (RA Cuddington) lauded the “enthusiasm and the depth of the research” in her report, adding that “it
really does show... that there is such a deep heritage in Epsom”. Councillor Julie Morris (LibDem College) echoed this sentiment,
saying “ditto that” and praised Councillor Spickett for her work in trying to trace the culverts in the area. Councillor O’Donovan
also acknowledged the work done, noting “it is a remarkable work and it shows you what I think, really, what a champion should
be providing”. The committee unanimously resolved to receive and note the annual statement of the Heritage Councillor
Champion.

The Heritage Champion’s report detailed a number of local heritage projects. Some examples include:

= St. Martin of Tours Church: Councillor Spickett detailed a fact-finding mission related to the car park, noting issues
of ownership, access permissions, and the involvement of English Heritage and the Church of England. She also
highlighted a musket ball lodged in the old wall, masonry around the steps and a red granite edging under the tarmac.
Her report also focused on how non-permeable areas in town displace water and cause surface flooding, a problem
she has experience of with the South East Rivers’ Trust.

= D-Day 80 Commemoration: Councillor Spickett was tasked with designing a badge for the Girl Guides and Scouts to
commemorate D-Day. She also provided research material for a reading at the ceremony, which was a letter home
from Captain Gerald Ritchie.

= Mysterious Streams and Tunnels: Councillor Spickett discussed her interest in the borough’s hidden history,
including the industrial past of the Pound Lane/Kiln Lane area. She made reference to the brickworks that sprang up
all over the borough.

= The Hogsmill River: Councillor Spickett detailed a project that aimed to raise awareness of the importance of a
clean river. This involved the creation of an information lectern at the Hogsmill Tavern, with funds from a Surrey
County Council grant.

= Old Barn in Woodcote Ward: Councillor Spickett has been investigating an old barn, with the help of local
photographer, Richard, noting a need for its sympathetic restoration.

= Shadbolt Park Councillor Spickett has worked with officers to develop a heritage and natural history information
board.

= Park Wall to the Durdans Councillor Spickett has met with Councillor Liz Frost to look at a listed clunch wall which
is covered in graffiti.

= Royal Connections at Durdans Councillor Spickett has detailed connections to the Royal Family and scientists who
have stayed at the Durdans.

Fees and Charges for 2025/26 Approved The committee then moved to discuss and approve the fees and charges for the
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upcoming financial year. A council officer explained that pre-application advice and planning performance agreement fees would
remain at the 2024/25 level. However, planning application fees, which are set nationally, are expected to increase by the Retail
Price Index (RPI) from April 2025. Many general licensing fees were set to increase by 6%, whilst taxi licensing fees would mostly
remain unchanged due to a rise in operators, except for Hackney Carriage and Private Hire drivers whose fees would increase by
3% and 7%, respectively, and missed appointments without notice rising by 7.7%.

Councillor Robert Leach (RA Nonsuch) raised a question about some of the licensing fees, wondering “do we really have all
these things going on? I mean, I'm not aware how many zoos do we have”. A council officer clarified that there was one zoo.
Councillor Phil Neale also asked about additional charges for retrospective planning applications. A council officer clarified that
these are set nationally and not included in local fees. The committee resolved to agree on the fees and charges for 2025/26 as set
out in the appendices.

Budget Estimates for 2025/26 The committee also reviewed the budget estimates for licensing and planning policy services for
the next financial year. A council officer reported that the second quarter outturn for 2024/25 showed no net variance against the
budget. The base net budget for 2025/26 is set at £1.279 million, compared to £1.237 million for 2024/25. An additional £94,000
is expected in revenue, which will be used to fund additional staff and a new software system.

Councillor Clive Woodbridge (RA Ewell Village) asked whether expenditures relating to the local plan were included in the
budget. A council officer clarified that these costs are funded from reserves and strategy resources, but the costs of staff working
on the local plan were included within the planning policy section of the budget. The committee resolved to recommend the
2025/26 service estimates for approval at the full council budget meeting in February.

Urgent Decision on Local Development Scheme

Finally, the committee noted an urgent decision made by the Director of Environment, Housing, and Regeneration regarding the
Local Development Scheme. A council officer explained that the scheme needed to be updated to align with a new government
timetable. This required moving the consultation period to December and the submission to March, rather than the previously
scheduled dates of January and May. The committee resolved to note the urgent decision and the reasons for it.

The meeting concluded with the committee having made important decisions regarding the borough’s planning and licensing
policies, demonstrating their commitment to the efficient operation of local governance.

Related report:
Heritage at Risk: Epsom Town Centre Conservation Area Faces Challenges

Image: A spoof Epsom and Ewell Times report contained in Cllr Spickett’s Heritage Report. Click HERE to see her full report
within the “Reports Pack” presented to the LPPC councillors. We are taking no action for the unauthorised breach of copyright of
our logo!
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