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King awards Epsom’s refugee resettler
Epsom & Ewell Borough Council are very pleased to share that their Community Development Manager Rachel Kundasamy has
been recognised in the King’s birthday honours this year. Rachel has been awarded a Medal of the British Empire (BEM) for her
services to Refugee Resettlement.

Rachel said, “It was lovely to discover I’d been nominated, and I genuinely never expected to receive the award.

“Working to support the refugee community is incredibly rewarding. I’ve been really privileged in meeting and working with some
of the refugee community, and their resilience shown in the face of such adversity is nothing short of inspiring.  

“It’s a great thing to receive a BEM for a body of work that I feel immensely proud of – and it goes without saying that I wouldn’t
have won anything had it not been for the incredible support of the community development team and the housing team at the
council. I also want to extend a huge thank you to Epsom and Ewell Refugee Network (EERN), with whom the council has built an
incredible partnership over the years. I’m truly grateful to everyone at EERN for the support they have shown the council in
helping provide services to those refugees who have settled in Epsom and Ewell.”

Chief Executive Jackie King has said “We are all very proud of Rachel for achieving this great honour, which is due to her
tireless work in the area of Refugee Resettlement. Rachel designs and delivers innovative projects and strategies that provide the
help and support local refugees need to adjust, settle and be able to live fulfilling lives in our borough. I know Rachel is supported
by a brilliant team in this work and we are very grateful to them, too.

Our purpose as a council is to make a positive difference to the lives of those in our borough. Through her dedication, passion and
partnership working, Rachel has made a huge difference to the lives of many people who are going through extreme hardship and
challenge, and this award is testament to that.”
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