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Laser gift to Epsom Hospital shines light on
the hand of Jimmy Hendry
17 September 2025

The arrival of a major piece of medical equipment always lifts spirits among hospital staff—but the recent
installation of a £40,000 laser at Epsom General Orthopaedics held particular poignancy, bringing back
memories of a much-loved colleague.

Jimmy Hendry, who died earlier this year aged 73 after a short battle with lung cancer, was a fixture at
Epsom and St Helier Hospitals. A devoted soccer fan, grandfather, and generous supporter of charitable
causes, he was also a regular donor and strong supporter of the Epsom Medical Equipment Fund (EMEF),
the local charity that funded the laser.

Since its founding in June 1979, EMEF has raised well over £5 million to procure medical equipment that
would otherwise not be provided by the NHS for Epsom General Hospital. Among its many purchases are a
CT scanner, a vascular scanner, liver diagnosis equipment, and devices that help treat broken wrists
without recourse to surgery.

At the heart of EMEF is Bess Harding, the Fund Coordinator, who holds an MBE. She works closely with
volunteers, trustees, NHS staff and the wider community to identify equipment needs, raise funds, and
oversee distribution.

“We know Jimmy is still sorely missed,” says Bess Harding. “He worked at both Epsom and St. Helier
Hospitals and was known too for cleverly ‘inventing’ medical equipment: such as the Hendry Hand which
played an important role in wrist fractures.”

Jimmy delighted in sport—he donned boots and shirts for Chelsea in 1980, Charlton in 1990, later turning
out for Sutton FC. He also served as a physiotherapist for local teams. Bess adds: “His popularity was clear
when well over 200 people attended the funeral.”

Jimmy lived locally and leaves five children and three grandchildren. The Nuvolas laser now in place is
invaluable for ENT procedures, allowing surgeons to treat delicate areas with accuracy. Thanks to his
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generosity and EMEF’s dedication, that legacy will continue to light the way.


