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Late winner points Epsom’s way.

Selsey 2-3 Epsom & Ewell FC. Southern Combination League - Division One. Saturday 4th March.

Ultimately Saturday’s League match at Selsey was decided by, and will be remembered for a 90th minute goal that should not
have stood, but over the ninety minutes I felt we had done enough to secure the points and we were in fact cruising to a
comfortable victory at one point. However, two goals in quick succession from the home side made reinvigorated the match as a
contest and set up an entertaining finish, with the points going back up the A24 to Epsom.

I was told before the match that we had ten players out, although only two changes were made from the eleven who started our
victory over Dorking Wanderers on Tuesday evening as Chris Boulter and Mario Quiassaca were missing, and they were replaced
by George Owusu and Ryan Smith with Nick Wilson showing further versatility this week and playing alongside Ollie Thompson in
the back four. We did look a little weaker on the bench though, with five named, although one was our other keeper Toby
McKimm, and another was Jamie Byatt who wouldn’t be participating due to injury.

With our Assistant Manager Matt Chapman taking charge of the side following the departure of Anthony Jupp, we made a bright
start to proceedings, although the first real chance did fall to the home side when a corner was headed just over Tom Theobald’s
crossbar on the quarter hour mark. Following this, we went straight up the other end where Jaan Stanley delivered a peach of a
cross from the left and Owusu met it with a side footed volley that crashed off the underside of the bar and out again.

Selsey had the ball in the net in the 17th minute, but the flag was up for offside and they had another shot on goal which was
blocked by one of our defenders before Ollie Thompson picked up a yellow card that was more clumsy than malicious. From this
point though we began to take control and Gideon Acheampong made a good run on the right to earn us a corner. From that
Smith corner on the half hour Wilson flicked it on and Thompson met it four yards out with a bullet header that gave Syd Davies
in the Selsey goal no chance whatsoever.

Owusu, Jaevon Dyer and Athan Smith-Joseph were asking a lot of questions with their direct running on a playing surface that was
very much to their liking while Stanley buzzed around to good effect, just a day after his 21st birthday. Dyer was next to show
with a run and strike that Davies parried to safety and we went in at the half with a deserved lead.

We started the second half well. Kevin Moreno-Gomez made tracks down the left before laying the ball back to Smith-Joseph
whose curling shot was just tipped over the bar by Davies, although the corner was cleared. However, he wouldn’t be denied on
his fiftieth appearance for our club and after a spell of good pressure, the ball was fed across to Smith-Joseph again and he beat a
man before casually clipping the ball just inside the far post from a step or two inside the penalty area in the 52nd minute. He was
at it again a few minutes later with a delicious diagonal pass to Owusu who had beaten the offside trap, but with just Davies to
beat, he took a really heavy touch and the ball ran through to their keeper. Next to cause trouble was Stanley who blocked a
Davies clearance, but the ball rather luckily rebounded to a defender and was cleared.

In the 66th minute Theo Lukyamuzi joined from the bench for his debut, coming from Peterborough and the 49th player to play
for us this season showed some good touches and pace in his spell on the left wing in relief of Owusu.

Moments later though we had our first scare for a while when a slide rule pass set Cian Griffin-Tilley through on goal, although
Theobald stood up well and blocked his shot from close range. It was a great save but it clearly provided the home side with a
spark as they began to up their work rate and force us back. Shane Brazil on the right wing was starting to give us a few issues
with his clever wing play, and in the 77th minute Selsey had a goal back with a deep left wing cross that was met with a strike
from James Henton from fairly close range. This was disappointing as we had looked like we’d be good for another clean sheet,
but before we’d got our breath back a loose defensive header went straight into the path of Griffin-Tilley and he sent the ball
under the advancing Theobald to level the scores up just two minutes later.

At this stage the home side had the momentum and Theobald had to make another save from Brazil’s low shot before the
controversial ending, which came in the 90th minute.

With the clock ticking down Davies in the Selsey goal had the ball at his feet and for some reason appeared to want to waste time
and hang on for the draw which I thought was a bit odd after all they had done to get back in the game. However, Dyer was in to
nick the ball away from him, although the ball then went out of play by about a foot before Dyer quickly knocked it back across
the goal line. Davies appeared to look over for the Assistant at about the same time I did, only to see him around forty yards up
the field, clearly anticipating that Davies had been going to pick the ball up and kick it downfield. He was in no position to see
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whether the ball had crossed the line and in that instant Dyer had turned to face goal and sent the ball towards the empty net
from twenty yards. It wasn’t totally clear if the ball was actually going in, but Thomas Blamire had no idea if there was someone
behind him and he tried to block the shot, although he only succeeded in diverting the ball straight into the empty net.

The goal itself was hugely controversial though, as it should not have stood in the first place and with no time left for Selsey to
recover the final whistle went soon after. We had taken all three points; a little fortuitously in the end due to the actual
circumstances of the winning goal, but I felt we were the better side for much of the match and totally deserved our result against
a team that had defeated leaders Shoreham in midweek. We now sit five points behind the leaders as a result of this win and have
another difficult match against in-form Godalming Town on Tuesday, although it is worth noting that this will be our last match of
the season against a current top five club. Shoreham’s run-in is significantly more challenging with trips to Godalming, Dorking
Wanderers B and a visit to Selsey. Maybe the title race isn’t over just yet.

Epsom & Ewell: Tom Theobald, Gideon Acheampong, Kevin Moreno-Gomez, Ryan Smith (c), Ollie Thompson, Nick Wilson, Jaevon
Dyer, Gavin Quintyne, George Owusu, Jaan Stanley, Athan Smith-Joseph

Subs: Theo Lukyamuzi for Owusu (67), Kofi Quartey for Smith-Joseph (92)
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