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Lib Dems’ Helen Maguire – “Getting Things Done”
Epsom and Ewell Times is publishing the appeals of the Parliamentary Candidates standing in the General Election for the
constituency of Epsom and Ewell. This is the appeal from Liberal Democrat candidate Helen Maguire.

My Army training gave me focus, my police work gave me a determination to maintain good order, while being a working mum of
three in Claygate taught me a great deal about my local community.

It’s these and other aspects of my career that led me to become a Liberal Democrat and to stand for Parliament to serve my local
community – and to get things done to make the constituency of Epsom & Ewell a better place.

While there are many issues the Liberal Democrats want to tackle in the next Parliament, there are three big issues in Epsom &
Ewell close to my heart. I want to see them fixed. I have been campaigning on these for the last 18 months and I want to take
them to Parliament as your local representative and get them resolved.

My first concern is health and social care. Previous Conservative governments have run the NHS into the ground, and as far as
Epsom & Ewell is concerned, have consistently failed to resolve one of our biggest issues, which is the overcrowding at Epsom
and St Helier hospitals.

Our health care professionals across Surrey came up with an exciting and practical plan to build a third hospital which would be
designed to treat the most difficult emergency cases, so that local people could get world class care in an emergency. The
building of this new critical care hospital at Sutton would then free up Epsom and St Helier to be upgraded to significantly better
district hospitals, caring for all
other aspects of medical care.

The Conservatives have consistently promised to build the critical care hospital, but nothing has happened. As a result, our
pressurised NHS workers are having to deal with overcrowding and poor facilities – even getting into Epsom to park can be an
issue!

At the most basic level successive Conservative governments have failed on health and social care. So many people can’t get to
see their GP when they need to. The Lib Dems want to give everyone the right to see a GP within seven days, or within 24 hours if
they urgently need to – and we’ll train another 8,000 more GPs to deliver this.

Finding NHS dental care can be as difficult as finding hen’s teeth. The running down of NHS dentistry is causing great concern
and so the Lib Dems will guarantee access to a NHS dentist for urgent and emergency care, putting an end to the dental deserts
we see emerging across the country.

Mental health services need shaking up so we will push for mental health hubs for young people. We also must produce better
results in terms of cancer survival rates and want to introduce a guarantee that all patients will start treatment for cancer within
62 days for urgent referral.

Successive Conservative governments have promised to do more to resolve the social care crisis, but nothing of any substance has
happened. We have come up with a raft of fully costed measures aimed at making people’s lives much easier than they are now.
We want to introduce free personal care based on the model we introduced in Scotland in 2002, so that provision is based on
need, not ability to pay.

We also want to establish a Royal College of Care Workers to improve recognition and career progression and introduce a higher
Carer’s Minimum Wage. We want to establish a cross-party commission to forge a long-term agreement on sustainable funding for
social care. A subject very close to our leader Ed Davey’s heart is to give unpaid carers a fair deal so they get the support they so
desperately need, including paid carer’s leave and a statutory guarantee of regular respite breaks.

Everyone in Epsom and Ewell will benefit from better healthcare provision, but perhaps even more fundamentally is the need to
build a stronger economy enabling us to shake off the cost-of-living crisis. One of the greatest opportunities is in the booming
‘green economy’ where the Liberal Democrats want to invest in renewable power and home insulation to drive a strong economic
recovery, bring down energy bills, and create clean, secure, well-paid new jobs.

This means we need to develop an industrial strategy that will give businesses certainty and incentivise them to invest in new
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technologies to grow the economy, create good jobs, and tackle the climate crisis. In Epsom & Ewell we need to boost small
businesses  and  empower  them to  create  new local  jobs,  including  abolishing  business  rates  and  replacing  them with  a
Commercial Landowner Levy to help
stimulate our high streets.

The mismanagement of our economy and public services by the Tories extends to the inability of government to sort out the water
companies who have been for too long polluting our rivers and waterways with raw sewage. Instead, they have pandered to the
water companies in whose interests are best served by doing nothing other than the bare minimum about pollution.

I, and my fellow Liberal democrats, will hold the water companies to account by giving them a duty to protect the environment,
including banning water companies from dumping raw sewage into rivers, lakes and coastal areas. Trashing our environment is
totally unacceptable.

We want to make homes warmer and cheaper to heat. We will introduce a ten-year emergency upgrade programme, starting with
free insulation and providing low-cost heating – heat pumps for those on low incomes.

We want to extend this to solar generation by expanding incentives for households to install solar panels. We will invest in
renewable power so that 90% of the UK’s electricity is generated from renewables by 2030.

All these issues can be resolved providing we plan well for the future and elect politicians whose life experiences are about taking
on problems and solving them, this is what I have been trained to do, and I wish to do so to the benefit of everyone who lives in
Epsom, Ewell, Ashtead & Leatherhead.

The other candidates:

Conservative who promises to serve “with integrity”

The Green promises

A True and Fair view of the world

Reform candidate for Epsom and Ewell

Mark my words for Labour candidate
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