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LibDems continue to rise in Surrey
19 October 2025

The blue wall has crumbled a bit further with the Liberal Democrats having completed a clean sweep in
Surrey, winning all six by-elections in a county once seen as the beating heart of Conservative Britain.

The party’s so-called ‘Super Thursday’ victories mark another major step in the slow unravelling of the
traditional Tory stronghold across the South East, as Reform failed to make the breakthroughs many had
predicted.

Among the winners were Alan Ashbery in Camberley West, Catherine Houston in Guildford South East, and
Tony Pearce in Caterham Valley –  each elected to Surrey County Council  following by-elections.  For
Caterham Valley, Mr Pearce won 48% of the vote which was enough to flip the seat decisively into Lib Dem
hands.

The results mean the Lib Dems have absorbed three more county council seats, taking their total to 19 and
cementing their position as the main opposition to the ruling Conservatives. The results signal growing
frustration  with  local  Conservative  leadership  amid  complaints  about  potholes,  debt,  and  children’s
services, the traditional flashpoints in county politics.

Surrey Lib Dems group leader, Paul Follows said he was delighted with the results. He said in a press
statement:

“These  results  also  underline  how  Surrey’s  political  landscape  continues  to  change.  It  is  clear  the
Conservatives are in retreat and since they cancelled the elections last May, they have not won a single by-
election, whereas we have now picked up wins in all six.

“We are approaching a period of unprecedented change in the form of Local Government Reorganisation so
I look forward to welcoming the new members to our group so that we can all work together in preparing
for the two or maybe three new unitary authorities.”
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While the Lib Dems’ surge is striking, the scale of their challenge remains. Conservatives still hold overall
control  of  Surrey County Council,  and Reform’s vote share,  while not translating into seats,  hints at
turbulence on the right.

The party also celebrated borough and district-level success in Staines, where Laura Barker was elected as
councillor,  as  well  as  Mark  Johnston  in  Meadvale  and  St  John’s  in  addition  to  Mr  Pearce  again  in
Whyteleafe.

Leader of the Lib Dems Sir Ed Davey, buoyed by the results, said: “What remains of the Blue Wall is
crumbling away. People across Surrey and beyond have voted for true community champions who will put
them first.”

The victories included Camberley, part of the Surrey Heath constituency once held by Michael Gove, and
Caterham, in the East Surrey seat of Claire Coutinho, now the Shadow Secretary for Energy Security and
Net Zero.

Not only a story of Conservative decline, the Liberal Democrats also gained from the Greens in Spelthorne,
suggesting the party’s resurgence stretches beyond anti-Tory protest votes. Although the Lib Dems won
decisively in many if the seats, Reform UK was second place in four out of six seats.

Emily Dalton LDRS
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