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LibDems call “Love All” for local tennis
With charges pending for using Epsom and Ewell Borough Council tennis courts the local LibDems ask for free sport for low
income players.

In a bid to bolster recreational opportunities and promote an active lifestyle within the community, Epsom & Ewell Borough
Council has joined forces with the Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) to revitalize public tennis courts across the borough.

The LTA has pledged £26,650 towards the refurbishment of a dozen tennis courts spread across key recreational areas including
Auriol Park, Alexandra Recreation Ground, Court Recreation Ground, Gibraltar Recreation Ground and Poole Road Recreation
Ground.

The initiative encompasses a comprehensive upgrade plan featuring state-of-the-art gate access technology, the implementation
of a user-friendly online booking platform, and court enhancements geared towards ensuring top-tier facilities for local residents.

Beyond the infrastructural improvements, the partnership also promises an array of activities catered to all age groups and skill
levels.  Weekly  complimentary  tennis  sessions,  inclusive  of  equipment  provision,  will  eliminate  barriers  to  entry,  fostering
inclusivity and accessibility. Additionally, Local Tennis Leagues will host friendly competitions, promoting a sociable and active
lifestyle within the community.

The Council will roll out a ‘pay as you play’ scheme across all tennis courts in the borough, slated for implementation in the
coming year. The generated revenue will be reinvested to maintain and enhance the borough’s tennis infrastructure, ensuring its
longevity for future generations.

Cllr  John Beckett,  (RA Auriol  Ward)  Chair  of  the Environment  Committee,  expressed enthusiasm over  the collaboration,
emphasizing its significance in bolstering community well-being and fostering a culture of physical activity.  He lauded the
forthcoming free coaching sessions as pivotal in diversifying tennis participation across socioeconomic backgrounds.

Julie Porter, Chief Operating Officer at the LTA, echoed Beckett’s sentiments, highlighting the project’s alignment with the UK
Government  and  LTA’s  Parks  Tennis  Project.  She  affirmed  the  commitment  to  providing  enduring  tennis  facilities,  thus
broadening access to the sport.

In response to the impending introduction of charges for tennis court usage, Cllr James Lawrence, (LibDem College Ward) has
launched a petition advocating for free access for disadvantaged groups. The petition proposes complimentary access for children
during weekends and school holidays, as well as free usage for households receiving council tax support and other benefits.

The petition underscores the importance of preserving equitable access to public amenities, particularly for vulnerable segments
of the population. As the council deliberates on the matter, stakeholders await a decision that balances fiscal responsibility with
social inclusivity, ensuring that tennis remains an accessible pursuit for all within the community.
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