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LibDems in the market for power in Epsom and Ewell?
In a surprising turn of events in Epsom & Ewell, Liberal Democrat Leader Sir Ed Davey MP made a noteworthy appearance in
Epsom Market last Saturday, marking the launch of Parliamentary Candidate Helen Maguire‘s 2024 election campaign. Maguire
has emerged as the first candidate from the major political parties to kick-start her campaign in the constituency, which is
currently under the Conservative stronghold of Chris Grayling MP.

The upcoming election, however, presents a unique scenario. With Grayling stepping down, the Conservatives facing a decline in
national polls, boundary changes, and a revitalized local Liberal Democrat party, the battle for the next Epsom & Ewell MP is
shaping up to be a two-horse race.

A recent YouGov poll, commissioned by the Daily Telegraph, surveyed 14,000 voters nationwide and has added a new layer of
intrigue to the contest. The poll indicated that the Lib Dems in Epsom & Ewell are marginally ahead of the Conservatives for the
first time in many years, leaving Conservative MPs with a gloomy outlook and fueling speculation of a potential general election
defeat.

Helen Maguire, a former Captain in the Royal Military Police with service in Bosnia and Iraq, is also known for her charity
fundraising consultancy, which has raised over £1 million for charities across the UK. She recently earned the British Empire
Medal for her work and management of the project to rebuild the Claygate Pavilion after a destructive fire.

Maguire’s campaign is centered around key issues such as the cost-of-living crisis, environmental concerns arising from sewage
dumping in the Mole and Hogsmill rivers, and support for the Epsom & St Helier Health Trust’s efforts to construct a new critical
emergency hospital.

At the campaign launch in Epsom Market, Ed Davey expressed confidence, stating, “I’m here because I think we can win this seat.
I think the people of Epsom & Ewell, indeed people across the country, want to get rid of the Conservatives for they have failed
our country. Whether it’s the cost of living or the health service, they’re not listening to people. They are so out of touch, and I
think people want change.”

Maguire emphasized the Liberal Democrats’ ‘Fair Deal’ promise, advocating for a fair, prosperous, and innovative economy that
promotes opportunity and well-being. She envisions a strong economy as the solution to the cost-of-living crisis and a means to
provide quality public services for Epsom & Ewell.
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