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Loads of coaches for Epsom tennis

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council’s Environment committee has authorised the contracts for three tennis coaching providers in
Epsom.

R&A Sport will be carrying out coaching sessions at Auriol Park, Sutton Tennis Coaching will be offering sessions at Alexandra
Park and Callum Macarty Coaching operating at Court Recreation Ground.

From April, the council moved to a pay-to-play scheme on all its tennis courts. The decision was taken to make the courts self-
sufficient with all funds raised being reinvested in maintenance and future improvements.

Since the pay-to-play system was introduced, the council has been committed to ensuring those of all ages, experience, and socio-
economic backgrounds are able to participate in tennis. The council offered free tennis sessions throughout the summer, when
173 residents played free of charge.

In addition to this, as part of the tennis coaching contract, all tennis coaching providers are required to take part in the Barclays
Free Park Tennis Initiative, offering at least one hour of free, supervised, community tennis activity at their designated location
each weekend.

The council is also looking for local volunteers willing to be tennis activators. These activators will lead free tennis sessions in the
parks on Saturday mornings. Until these sessions are up and running in all tennis courts across the borough, the council is
offering two free, bookable sessions between 9-10am and 10-11am each Saturday.

Councillor Liz Frost, (RA Langley and Woodcote) Chair of the Environment Committee said:

“We are committed to the pay to play model which will future-proof our courts so that residents can enjoy access to tennis now
and in years to come.

Residents can pay to play or purchase a membership, including a discounted membership for those or in receipt of Universal
Credit or Full Time Carers Allowance or with a disability.

We would also urge anyone interested in volunteering as a tennis activator at one of our courts to get in touch - we’d love to hear
from you.

We’'re pleased to sign up three coaching providers, which not only provides extra investment income for the courts but also more
opportunities for free coaching sessions.”

Related reports:

Anyone for tennis?

LibDems call “Love All” for local tennis
Anyone for tennis? If you pay.

Tennis at 95 is the norm.
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