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Local  Epsom lad who became a radio shock-jock in
sport passes
James Whale (Michael James Whale) – 13 May 1951 – 4 August 2025

James Whale was born Michael James Whale on 13 May 1951 in Ewell, Surrey, into a middle-class family. His father, David,
worked in a family clothing business before running The Green Man pub in Ewell; his mother, Anne (née Price), was a former
ballet dancer. He attended Linton’s Lane Secondary Modern and Longmead County Secondary Boys School in Epsom, as noted in
your original obituary—he later admitted to disliking Longmead.

After first taking a job at Harrods and briefly becoming a DJ for Radio Topshop in the early 1970s, Whale began his radio career
more formally in 1974 at Metro Radio in northeast England, gaining traction later at BBC Radio Derby.

Whale became nationally known during the late 1980s with The James Whale Radio Show on Radio Aire, which became a hit when
simulcast on Yorkshire Television and later nationally on ITV. He pioneered what became known as “shock-jock” radio, with a
brash, provocative style echoing American counterparts—this defined much of his broadcasting identity.

Broadcasting career highlights

TalkSPORT (1995–2008): Whale hosted the late-night show on Talk Radio UK, later renamed TalkSPORT. He became
a  fixture  of  overnight  radio  until  his  controversial  suspension  in  2008  for  urging  listeners  to  vote  for  Boris
Johnson—he considered legal action against TalkSPORT, which he later withdrew.

LBC (2008–2013): Following TalkSPORT, he moved to LBC 97.3, hosting drivetime and other slots.

Podcasting and BBC Radio: In 2013, he launched The James Whale Radio Show podcast, and later joined BBC Essex
as a breakfast show presenter (2013–2016).

Celebrity Big Brother: He appeared in Celebrity Big Brother in 2016, finishing in ninth place.

talkRADIO & TalkTV (2016–2025): Beginning in 2016, he hosted evening shows on talkRADIO. He also presented
James Whale Unleashed on both TalkTV and talkRADIO. He was suspended briefly in 2018 for a controversial
interview—he later returned to air.

Whale was married to Melinda Maxted from 1970 until her death from lung cancer in 2018; they had two sons. In 2021, he
married Nadine Lamont-Brown, who remained devoted to him through his illness.

Diagnosed with kidney cancer in February 2000, Whale underwent surgery and chose not to have chemotherapy. In 2006, he
launched the James Whale Fund for Kidney Cancer, which later became Kidney Cancer UK (2016), a leading charity supporting
patients and research.

In 2020, the cancer returned aggressively, spreading to his spine, brain, lungs, and remaining kidney—he documented this battle
publicly and urged others to get tested. In 2023, he stopped treatment, acknowledging he was nearing the end of his cancer
journey.

Whale was appointed an MBE in the 2024 New Year Honours for his contributions to broadcasting and charity. He spent
Christmas 2024 in intensive care but celebrated his 74th birthday before entering hospice care, passing away peacefully on 4
August 2025 at age 74, with Nadine by his side.

James Whale is mourned as a broadcasting maverick—Britain’s first “shock-jock”—who blended confrontation with compassion,
particularly in helping distressed callers. Described as fearless and a beloved figure to many, he leaves behind a legacy of
entertainment, advocacy, and resilience.
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