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Lost in the fog
22 December 2022

Epsom & Ewell 2-4 FC Deportivo Galicia – Surrey Premier Cup – Second Round – Wednesday 21st December 2022.

A contest that started in farcical circumstances and ended in fairly thick fog ended with our opponents clinching this
Surrey  Premier  Cup tie  with  three late  goals  to  progress  4-2  in  their  defence of  the  trophy in  front  of  a  pitiful
independently counted attendance of 46.

The most disappointing aspect of this contest was that we had done the hard work to take a deserved lead towards the
end of the match, only to then throw it away with some horrible defending.

We were missing a few players from the regular squad in Zach Powell, Oliver Thompson, Johnny Akoto, Aaron Bogle, and
Kevin Moreno-Gomez, who were all absent, while Kane Charles came back in between the posts for Kamrun Zain. On the
bench we had the returning Mario Quiassaca and also a new debutant in Ryan Dacres-Smith, not to be confused with
Ryan Smith, who was back in the starting line up after spending the Dorking Wanderers B match on the bench. This
meant that Nick Wilson played in the back four for the first time while Steve Springett played his first match since
completing his suspension.

The match was delayed to an 8pm start because the visitors had only eight players at the arranged kick off time of 7.45.
Even when the match finally commenced at 8.06 FC Deportivo Galicia took the field with ten men, although an eleventh
joined them in the third minute. A full bench of substitutes were named, but only one in playing kit ever appeared there.

And with Matt Chapman in charge due to the absence of our Manager Anthony Jupp, we could and should have gone
ahead in the third minute when a poor clearance from the keeper presented Jamie Byatt with a chance, but his shot from
15 yards went wide. Two minutes later we absolutely should have opened our account after a delightful pass from Gavin
Quintyne was perfectly in stride for Josh Owen, clean through on goal, but he hurried his shot straight at the advanced
keeper, only to then have the ball rebound kindly back to him, yet with an open goal in front of him from 18 yards, he
scuffed his shot which was then cleared by a defender and also seemed to injure his groin at the same time, which
ultimately led to his replacement just before half time.

All of that didn’t seem important at the time though as we took the lead in the ninth minute anyway when a poor
clearance went straight to Josh Alder who set up Byatt to bury his shot low into the bottom corner from just inside the
penalty area. The visitors, maybe understandably after their difficult journey, looked all at sea, but against the run of play
they then equalised in the 12th minute as their right winger was allowed too much space at the far post and his shot from
an angle took a wicked deflection off Springett onto Charles’ left hand post and across into the far side netting.

Despite the goal, we continued to do most of the pressing and Alder’s shot was fumbled before a Springett overlap and
dangerous delivery appeared to be sent goalwards by a defender where the keeper made a fantastic double save, firstly
from the defender and then secondly to claw the ball away as Byatt lunged for the loose ball.

However, after 20 minutes of dominance the pattern of the match began to shift and the visitors looked the more
dangerous as the remainder of the half played out. Springett did well to block a dangerous chance after a Charles
clearance had gone to the opposition. They then had another shot at goal, only to hit a team mate and just before the
break Charles made a good low save as the shot came in from just outside the box. As the half concluded, Dacres-Smith
came on for the limping Owen and it is hoped that the injury is not a serious one.

The second half started with little wisps of mist starting to appear above the pitch which would get worse as the evening
progressed but fortunately we were back on top again. In fact a large part of this second half consisted of through balls
against a Deportivo high line which our boys would chase, only for the sweeper keeper to kick the ball clear. It wasn’t a
perfect plan though and Byatt broke the offside trap in the 49th minute, but his ball in was met by an Alder shot that
lacked power and dribbled wide. Then it was Byatt’s turn to slice wide after Smith had broken through with a well timed
run two minutes later, but pressure was building and Quintyne was desperately unlucky to see his shot from 20 yards
crash down and away off the crossbar with the loose ball not coming down in time for Byatt who headed the ball wide as
he ran in.

The visitors were creating little to this point and Byatt broke through once again, only for his touch to let him down.
Charles needed to make a good save after Wilson lost the ball at the back, but by and large it appeared just a matter of
time before we took the lead.

Finally it came in the 72nd minute when a corner was headed out to the edge of the box where Quintyne hammered a
rocket back past the keeper into the roof of the net. It was a superb strike which deserved to win any match, but maybe
our players thought that it was won at this point, because from this point we switched off and four minutes later a close
range finish enabled the opposition to draw level out of nowhere.

Brad Peters flicked a low corner towards goal, only to see the ball cleared off the line, but Charles was forced to tip a
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powerful shot over the bar as Deportivo began to fancy their chances of pinching the match and on the break that’s
exactly what they did after an 86th minute shot was originally blocked before the loose ball was forced in. Six minutes
later another ball in from the right wing was tapped in at the far post to make the final score 2-4.

We had a couple of chances in the closing minutes with Quiassaca forcing two good saves out of the visiting keeper, but in
the end we had to admit defeat and face the fact that we have just sixteen league fixtures remaining in our season now,
assuming that we can avoid the need for the playoffs. However, on this performance, that looks unlikely and a massive
improvement will be required before we face Chessington & Hook United on Tuesday; a team we have only beaten once at
home in our last seven meetings.

Epsom & Ewell:  Kane Charles,  Gideon Acheampong,  Steve  Springett,  Ryan Smith,  Nick  Wilson,  Brad Peters,  Ben
Bauchop, Gavin Quintyne, Jamie Byatt, Josh Alder, Josh Owen

Subs: Ryan Dacres-Smith for Owen (44), Athan Smith-Joseph for Alder (66), Jaevon Dyer for Acheampong (71), Mario
Quiassaca for Byatt (74)
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