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Low turnouts see political changes in Surrey
3 December 2022

The Liberal Democrats have taken two seats off the Conservatives in Surrey County Council by-elections. Winning by just
15 votes, a vote in the Sunbury Common and Ashford Common division took place on Wednesday November 30), with the
Liberal Democrats beating four other candidates to be elected.

Harry Boparai got 735 votes, with the Conservative candidate Naz Islam in second place with 720 votes. The by-election
was held following the death of Councillor Alison Todd, which was announced in September. With a turnout of 17.5 per
cent, the votes for each party broke down as below:

Harry Boparai, Liberal Democrats 735 (elected)
Naz Islam, Conservative 720
Khalid Mustafa, Labour Party 383
Rory O’Brien, Reform UK 144
Helen Couchman Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition 63

Councillor Todd’s death following a terminal lung cancer diagnosis in 2021 was announced in September. Colleagues on
the council described the county and former Spelthorne borough councillor as a “strong and determined” councillor who
wanted to use her own experiences to “make the world a better place”.
In May 2021, Cllr Todd was elected for the Conservatives with 1,509 with the second place Liberal Democrat getting 610
votes.

The result represents a 17 per cent swing to the Lib Dems, with no Green or Independent candidates standing, as there
was in the 2021 election.

The Liberal Democrats took another Conservative council seat in Surrey after a by-election on Waverley Borough Council.

Dave Busby won the Chiddingfold and Dunsfold by-election on Thursday (December 1) with 652 votes, with the second
place candidate getting 297 votes.

The Conservative candidate for Chiddingfold and Dunsfold, Ian Mitchell, was suspended on Monday (November 28) and
stood as an independent, though ballot papers had already been issued listing him as a Conservative. A spokesperson for
the South West Surrey Conservatives said an investigation was pending regarding a social post “that could be considered
to be an inappropriate use of social media”.

The association said in a statement: “Given this, we have suspended Mr Mitchell from the Conservative Association
pending an investigation into his conduct that may potentially lead to disciplinary proceedings being taken.”

No Green candidate stood in the Waverley by-election, and the result represents a 43 per cent swing to the Lib Dems
since the 2019 election.

The borough council’s Lib Dem leader Cllr Paul Follows (Godalming Central and Ockford) said: “I am ecstatic by the
result, further strengthening the progressive coalition at Waverley Borough Council that I have the honour of leading with
the addition of a fantastic, local, and hard-working new councillor.
“This is also a huge win and swing in a part of our borough in which the Conservatives have long just assumed the vote
was theirs.”

The election took place following the death of Cllr John Gray, who died in September, having been a councillor since 2015.

The full results were as follows:

Dave Busby, Liberal Democrat: 652 (66.6 per cent) Elected
Ian Mitchell, Independent: 297 (30.3 per cent)
Rebecca Aitken, Labour 30 (3.1 per cent)

There are now 16 Liberal Democrat councillors on the county council, of a total of 81 seats.
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