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Make way for Epsom Derby visitors?
1 June 2023

Rail strikes will reduce services to Epsom, Epsom Downs and Tattenham Corner stations Friday – Oaks Day and Saturday
– Derby Day. With over 100,000 spectators anticipated to attend the annual great flat race, held in Epsom for over 240
years, abandoning trains for cars, local roads can be expected to be jammed.

Maybe give that trek to the DIY store a miss this Saturday?

A Department  for  Transport  spokesperson said:  “These strikes  have been coordinated by union leaders  to  disrupt
passengers in a week which will see major events such as the first-ever all-Manchester FA Cup final, the Epsom Derby
and a number of concerts and festivals across the UK.

“Not content with impacting the hundreds of thousands of people who have looked forward to these events all year round,
unions are also targeting their own members’ pockets by forcing them to miss out on pay every time they strike.

“The government has facilitated a fair and reasonable pay offer, now union leaders must do the right thing and put this to
their members.”

The unions  say  they  have  not  been given a  pay  offer  they  can recommend to  their  members.  Aslef  rejected  the
government’s 4% offer, which they described as “risible” since train drivers have not had a pay rise for four years.

A special meeting of The Epsom and Walton Downs Conservators was convened last night in the Town Hall to discuss
arrangements for the Derby. It went into secret session and we can only speculate that the impact of the rail strikes was
likely to have been discussed. Cllr Steven McCormick was confirmed as chair and was joined on the podium by Simon
Durrant of The Jockey Club, owners of Epsom Downs and the racecourse.
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