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Maverick win over the Salts?
Epsom & Ewell FC 1 – 3 Worthing United FC. Saturday 12th November 2022. Who said lightning doesn’t strike twice in the same
place? Last season we hosted Worthing United with the knowledge that we had won easily away from home and on the back of an
eleven game home winning run, only to lose that day by the only goal. Eight months on and with another 3-0 away win in our
pocket from this season’s trip, we witnessed the end of our twelve match unbeaten run this time as the Mavericks travelled home
from Fetcham Grove with a 3-1 victory. This was also our first loss at home on this day since 1949!

It would be very easy to look at the recent departures of our Joint Manager Liam Giles along with some of our players as a reason
for this loss, but I don’t believe this was the case. Quite simply, this was just a very poor performance with all three goals coming
as a result of defensive miscommunications and in a way it was very similar to the one we suffered on the opening day of the
season at Shoreham.

The starting line up contained three changes from our win over Billingshurst. Aaron Bogle came in for Steve Springett at the
back, while in midfield Nick Wilson returned and Jamie Byatt made his first start since re-joining the club, while Jubril Adamson
had left for Croydon and Jaevon Dyer was sitting on the bench.

For the first quarter of an hour possession was mainly in favour of our boys, although there were hints of problems ahead as the
visitors missed two good chances to open up their account when our defence parted rather easily. Then we took the lead in the
15th minute. I wrote in my preview of this match about how Byatt would fit in to the line up and the answer was easy to see as
Athan Smith-Joseph got down the left and sent a low ball in for our striker to poach his first of the season and 32nd for the club on
just his 30th appearance with a typical close range finish inside the six yard box.

We continued to press as we exerted more control over our opponents, but then in the 22nd minute the wheels fell off and we
never truly got them on again. The visitors pumped a hopeful ball forward and Dan Hills just got a toe to it ahead of Kane Charles.
The ball fell a little ahead of him though and it looked like Bogle would make the routine clearance, only for Hills to stick out a leg
and block the attempt back into the net. I  recall  Matt Ferdinando doing something similar for us to win a match against
Spelthorne Sports a few years back and I gave him credit for his innovation, and so I must also praise the scorer equally here.
However, I couldn’t help but think that this was a completely avoidable goal to concede and it appeared to hit us very badly.

Worthing United nearly scored again a few minutes later as they broke through once again, but Charles stood his ground well and
the shot was dragged across the goal. The remainder of the half contained little to write home about apart from a thirty yard
strike from Ryan Smith which only just cleared the bar, but the period was mostly broken up by injuries and poor passing,
although only two minutes of injury time were played, which was somewhat surprising.

Whilst it wasn’t clear whether it was tactical or injury related, Bogle did not reappear for the second half with Johnny “Sonic”
Akoto coming on and Gideon Acheampong moving into the centre of defence, but the general pattern of play continued. We held
possession for large periods but appeared extremely vulnerable to the counter attack. One of these resulted in a powerful shot
just wide of our goal in the 48th minute, but eight minutes later a delivery in from the right was poked past his own keeper by
Brad Peters and the visitors were ahead.

Jaevon Dyer entered the contest for Gavin Quintyne who had covered an enormous amount of ground and he created one chance
on the right that Byatt poked at with his left foot and sent over the bar. Further changes followed as Josh Alder and Warren
Colman came on, but with the clock showing the 74th minute we conceded again in similar comedic circumstances as Charles
flapped at the ball and half knocked a cross away, but then chased after the loose ball and lunged in, appearing to bring a striker
down. However, as we appeared to freeze, maybe expecting a penalty against us, Kiko neatly chipped the ball back over everyone
into an empty net from twenty yards.

This was serious. We hadn’t created much of a threat throughout the second half and were now two goals down. Bad became
worse after Springett came on but lasted only a few minutes before being sent off after kicking out. Whilst it probably wouldn’t
have made any difference by this stage whether we had kept eleven men on the field or not, this was our fourth red card of the
competitive season, together with three sin-bins, and this indiscipline needs to improve before it costs us further points. I’d be
surprised if we aren’t right at the foot of the merit tables right now.

There was still time for Hadleigh de Vall to pick up a second yellow card for our opponents, but all we were able to produce was a
decent Wilson free kick from an angle that was tipped away for a corner, while in the eighth minute of injury time Peters did well
to get to a Zach Powell ball into the box, but he was at full stretch and couldn’t keep the header down.
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The good news is that if we are able to pick up wins at Wick next week and at home to Shoreham seven days later, then this result
will be able to be consigned to the history books as just a bad day at the office. I’d like to think that we are good enough to make
that happen, but we will have to produce a vastly improved performance in those matches if that is to be the case, as this one was
awful!

Southern Combination League – Division One

Epsom & Ewell: Kane Charles, Gideon Acheampong, Zach Powell, Ryan ‘Butch’ Smith, Brad Peters (c), Aaron Bogle, Athan Smith-
Joseph, Nick Wilson, Jamie Byatt, Gavin Quintyne, Josh Owen

Subs: Johnny “Sonic” Akoto for Bogle (HT), Jaevon Dyer for Quintyne (62), Josh Alder for Byatt (73), Warren Colman for Owen
(73), Steve Springett for Smith-Joseph (80)
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