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More erudition on local government reorganisation in Epsom and
Ewell
16 January 2026

Dear Editor,

In his letter of 13 January Trevor Burt makes a number of good points, including rightly calling out the determination of the ruling Residents Association (RA)
clique to impose parish councils on the residents they claim to represent without giving them the opportunity to express support for an alternative “community
governance” model.

He is also correct that Epsom and Ewell residents will have proportionately more influence in the smaller council of East Surrey than in the bigger pond of Surrey
County Council.

But the RA’s determination to force through the creation of parish councils that have little support in the borough is explained by a simpler mathematical
calculation. Even in the unlikely event that the political party that claims not to be a political party were to win all the seats available in our current borough, it
would still be in a minority on the new council.

As I and others have said, parish councils are about preserving the relevance of a clique that is used to seeing Epsom and Ewell as its fiefdom and as the base for
the national political ambitions of our dear leader, Cllr Hannah Dalton.

In the meantime, the RA will continue to mismanage the council, as the latest fiasco over the Rainbow Leisure Centre shows, as it wastes the valuable time of
council tax payer-funded officers on the pursuit of the RA councillors’ vanity project.

The Rainbow Centre fiasco also shows how determined the RA are to keep the truth of their incompetence from residents. It may interest your readers to know
that I have written to the administration to seek confirmation that the decision to keep the huge repairs bill secret included an assessment of what the public
interest required.

Yours faithfully,

Cllr Chris Ames (Labour – Court Ward)

Dear Editor,

Sadly, in his support and criticism of my stance on both SCC’s Neighbourhood Councils and the Town Council alternative, Trevor Burt (Letters to the Editor
13/01/26) seems to miss my point.

As I state in my penultimate paragraph, the engagement of residents in determining the outcomes of policies and spending in their area does not necessarily
require replacement frameworks, large expenditure and more elections.  It can be undertaken by devolving funds to Unitary Authority Councillors individually or
jointly to spend on local priorities, more local consultations, the co-designing of local services with residents, regular pulse surveys, as well as transferring local
assets to communities. These opportunities provide for real localism and for all residents, if they choose, to have their say.

Yours faithfully,

Residents Association County Councillor

Ewell Court, Auriol and Cuddington
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