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MP warns as 3,600 Epsom homes face fuel
poverty

4 December 2025

More than 3,600 households in Epsom and Ewell are estimated to be living in fuel poverty this winter,
according to new figures that have reignited debate over the Government’s decision to scale back national
home-insulation funding.

The estimates come in the same week the Chancellor announced cuts to the Energy Company Obligation
(ECO) scheme, a long-running programme that funds energy-saving improvements such as insulation in
low-income households. Government data indicates ECO has delivered 1,866 installations locally, helping
families reduce heat loss from older homes that are often poorly insulated. Local MP Helen Maguire said
withdrawing support now would leave “thousands of families in draughty homes and facing high bills” at a
time when many residents already feel financially stretched.

Fuel poverty is measured by comparing a home’s required energy costs with household income. National
charities warn the UK remains one of the worst-insulated housing stocks in Western Europe, meaning
households are more vulnerable to spikes in market energy prices. Despite a fall in wholesale gas costs over
the past year, Ofgem confirmed that bills remain significantly above pre-crisis levels, and several support
schemes introduced during the 2022-23 energy shock are winding down.

Analysts at the Resolution Foundation have noted that around half of the temporary support announced in
the Budget is due to expire within three years. Separate modelling by climate think-tank E3G suggests
reducing the scope of ECO could prevent up to a million homes nationwide from receiving insulation
improvements over the next four years and may lead to job losses in the retrofit and construction sector.

The Government has argued that its energy efficiency targets remain in place and that the Budget decisions
reflect wider fiscal pressures. Ministers say additional measures to stabilise wholesale prices and support
low-income households will continue. But campaigners and industry groups have expressed concern that
cutting insulation programmes risks higher long-term costs for both consumers and the state, as poorly
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insulated homes require more energy to heat.

Helen Maguire said residents are already reporting that “they feel poorer by the day” and called on
ministers to back a more ambitious national upgrade scheme. The Liberal Democrats are advocating an
emergency programme offering free insulation and heat pumps for people on low incomes, alongside
removing the Renewables Obligation levy from electricity bills. The party claims that breaking the link
between gas and electricity prices and scaling up home retrofit work could halve household energy bills by
2035.

As temperatures fall, local authorities, charities and advice services expect increased demand from
households struggling to balance heating costs with other essential spending. Nationally, fuel poverty
campaigners continue to urge the Government to treat insulation as an infrastructure priority, warning that
winter pressures will persist until the UK’s older housing stock is modernised at scale.

Sam Jones - Reporter
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