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Mulletts salted in table top match
Epsom & Ewell 3-2 Arundel. Southern Combination League – Division One. Wednesday 22nd February.

In an important battle at the top end of the table, our boys came through a tense and tight encounter to take all three points from
visiting Arundel, courtesy of a late winner from the evergreen Jamie Byatt in front of a disappointing crowd of 70, despite this
Wednesday night match being one of very few played in the area.

Byatt, who surely will become the final Salts player to have been born before I started watching Epsom back in October 1981
rolled back the years and in his twenty minute cameo might have resulted in two goals, but an earlier effort was denied by a
smart low save.

However, the real story here is that we have now recorded consecutive wins for the first time since October and this result
against a team in good form and who drew with leaders Shoreham just four days previously is an indication that maybe our poor
form over December and January can now be placed in the rear view mirror. Maybe though we should wait until our next two
home matches against East Preston and our recent nemesis the Dorking Wanderers B team before we can be sure.

Sometimes though you just have to get the result, regardless of the performance and going into this match I felt it was important
that we take at least a point against Arundel (nickname the Mulletts) to keep them at arm’s length in the play off race. The
visitors probably also felt that a draw would have been a good result, but they will be kicking themselves for the way this match
turned out, as they led and missed a few other chances before the match swung in our favour just before half time.

We took the field with two new debutants Tom Theobald in goal and Chris Boulter, the vastly experienced player slotting in at the
back. Gideon Acheampong returned to the starting eleven after injury while Alex Penfold made his first start since returning to
the club. The players missing out were the suspended Toby McKimm and the absent Steve Springett, Kevin Moreno-Gomez and
Nick Wilson.

The opening encounters were fairly even. The visitors had the ball in the net in the fifth minute with a looping header, although
the offside flag had already been raised. Then Ollie Thompson made an important clearance for a corner but from the resultant
delivery in the fifteenth minute, Harry Russell marked his comeback for Arundel after suspension with a close range header that
gave Theobald no chance.

In response Athan Smith-Joseph put in a dangerous low cross but we had no one gambling enough to attack the ball and it fizzed
past everyone and out the other side of the six yard box. However, the visitors then had a great chance when the dangerous Carl
Brown broke through on the right, but with just our keeper to beat, Theobald stood up well and eventually blocked the shot before
the danger was cleared.

Jaevon Dyer was asking a few questions of the Arundel defence, but found himself on the receiving end of some fairly brutal
treatment, firstly from Steve Herbert and then from Jordan Dudas who scythed him down with a two footed tackle that angered
many of our players, although only resulted in a yellow card.

Penfold picked up a slightly harsh yellow as Brown seemed to throw himself at our man and then to the ground, but the real twist
came in the 43rd minute. We started to put a little pressure on and from the edge of the penalty area Gavin Quintyne struck low
into the corner; the ball grazing a defender’s boot on the way in. This came as a bit of a surprise as the visitors had fashioned
most of the chances to this point, but luck then turned our way too in the final minute of the half when a loose ball was picked up
by Jaan Stanley and his shot was parried by Andy McCarthy, only to see the ball then strike an incoming defender and dribble
over the line! This was the second time this season we have scored in such circumstances after Smith-Joseph’s strike at Oakwood
and like that goal, this will have to go down as an own goal, regardless of the club’s rather hasty announcement that Stanley had
scored. He will have to wait a little longer for his first goal in Epsom colours.

Most importantly and despite a fairly average forty-five minutes, we had turned this match around. A big second half was coming
up although we’d need to do it without Penfold who was replaced at the break by Dylan Merchant-Simmonds with Gideon
Acheampong moving over to left back. However, we seemed to look more solid with Brown providing much less of a threat in this
half, and the ball spent much of the time in the middle of the park as the game became a little bit tighter. Harrison Mott then
picked up a  yellow card for  Arundel  following a high foot,  although the referee appeared to  indicate that  it  was for  an
accumulation of fouls.

We had a chance on the hour after good work from Smith-Joseph who pulled the ball back for Stanley, but his shot was blocked
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and cleared. Stanley had another chance when put through in the 66th minute and rode a high tackle which resulted in him being
forced out wide and our bench demanding a free kick which may well have been followed by a red card as the player concerned
was the last man back. Maybe our player was too honest and should have gone to ground, but the chance had gone.

Byatt joined the fray in the 68th minute for Smith-Joseph with Stanley moving out to the left to accommodate our fit again striker.
However, we then had a major scare as an Arundel right wing cross was headed straight at Theobald who couldn’t hold on to the
ball and Tom Jefkins blazed the loose ball over from close range in the 69th minute. This was a real let off.

Dyer found himself on the deck once again after a blatant body check from Rob Madden which earned him a yellow card, and just
three minutes later he was on the ground again after a collision with Mott off the ball. The Assistant clearly had a good view of
the incident and flagged vigorously, advising the referee of what had happened, whereupon Mott then received a second yellow
card. This incensed the visiting Management team and one of them was then the recipient of a straight red card as a result of his
reaction. Dyer was the victim of some fairly unpleasant challenges in this match and it is hoped he is fit enough to go again on
Saturday.

However, as we proved at Hailsham Town, you don’t necessarily pack up just because you go down to ten men and from a free
kick awarded some twenty-five yards out, Herbert curled a peach of a strike into the top corner of our net to level things up at 2-2
in the 80th minute.

With ten minutes to play the visitors appeared to be wanting to settle for a draw, as they slowed the game down a bit, but in the
83rd minute Stanley produced a good delivery for Byatt, whose shot was half blocked and then gathered by McCarthy almost on
his goal line. You felt that a fully match fit Byatt might have given the keeper no chance, but he was there again two minutes later
on the end of a great crossfield pass from Quintyne and his downward shot beat McCarthy at the near post and crept into the net
to put us ahead for good. Theobald had one more shot to deal with, but he kept it out and after nearly seven minutes of injury
time the whistle blew for full time.

A lot of people were very happy after our Hailsham win, particularly in view of the harshness of the early red card, but Hailsham
were in a low position in the table and I felt that this match would provide a much better indicator of where we were. If you’d
asked me at half time whether we had really turned the corner, I’d have said no, even though we had just taken the lead, as the
first half wasn’t great from an Epsom point of view. However, by the end of the match I felt we had done just enough to claim the
three points, although you can’t help but wonder what might have happened if the visitors scored a second goal when they were
in the ascendancy. I’m sure they will have been wondering that too as they make the long journey home.

Epsom & Ewell: Tom Theobald, Gideon Acheampong, Alex Penfold, Ryan Smith (c), Chris Boulter, Oliver Thompson, Jaevon Dyer,
Gavin Quintyne, Jaan Stanley, Thompson Adeyemi, Athan Smith-Joseph

Subs: Dylan Merchant-Simmonds for Penfold (HT), Jamie Byatt for Smith-Joseph (68), George Owusu for Dyer (80), Musa Beegun
for Adeyemi (86), Tyreke Leslie for Stanley (86)


