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Nescot Students Celebrate Success at Epsom Downs
Ceremony
28 February 2025

Ewell based Nescot College students marked the culmination of their hard work earlier this month at the institution’s
annual Higher Education (HE) Awards ceremony, held at Epsom Downs Racecourse on 7 February. Around 90 graduands,
accompanied by 250 guests, gathered to celebrate their achievements.

The event had a distinct Nescot touch, with students from various disciplines contributing to the proceedings. Travel and
Tourism students welcomed attendees, while Music Production students provided DJ sets and live music throughout. Two
Performing Arts  students  delivered solo  performances  during the  formal  ceremony,  adding a  special  touch to  the
occasion.

Principal Praises Student Achievements
Addressing the graduates, Nescot Principal and CEO, Julie Kapsalis, described the event as “a wonderfully uplifting and
poignant occasion,” bringing together students of all ages.

“Higher education at Nescot attracts learners from diverse backgrounds, whether school leavers or those returning to
education later in life. Many of our students have taken an alternative route to university, using our courses to embark on
a new career  or  reignite  a  passion for  learning.  What  unites  them all  is  their  inspiring journeys of  personal  and
professional transformation,” she said.

Degrees Awarded Across a Range of Subjects
Awards were conferred by Nescot’s university partners, including the University of Greenwich, Kingston University,
London South Bank University, The Open University, and the University of West London. Courses spanned subjects such
as teacher education, osteopathy, animal management, sports therapy, counselling, healthcare play specialism, business,
creative media, public services, and sport and exercise science.

Inspiring Guest Speaker Shares Career Journey
Among the guests of honour was Dee Mathieson, Senior Vice President and Managing Director of Elekta, a global leader
in medical technology. A former Nescot student, she shared her career journey in the science and medical sector,
highlighting her contributions to cancer treatment. Encouraging graduates to seize opportunities, she advised: “Take a
chance. If it isn’t the right opportunity, look for another.”

Also in attendance were Cllr Steve Bridger, (RA Stamford) Mayor of Epsom & Ewell, Helen Maguire MP for Epsom and
Ewell, Julie Giles MBE, Chair of Phab, and representatives from the Rotary Clubs of Epsom and Ewell, along with business
leaders and other guests.

Annual Awards Recognise Outstanding Students
A number of special awards were presented during the ceremony:

The Olatunde Idowu Memorial Prize, awarded to Holly Stuart for outstanding business awareness.

The Richard Maryan Prize, recognising excellence in osteopathy, awarded to Luke Tanner.

The Dr John Osborn Memorial Cup and Prize, awarded to Michaela Joseph in honour of the late Dr Osborn,
who played a key role in Nescot’s HE provision.

The Rotary Club of Epsom Raj Amodia Trophy and Prize, awarded to Spencer Holmes.

The Rotary Club of Ewell Cup and Prize, awarded to pre-degree HE student Jackie O’Connor.

The Principal’s Prize, awarded to Sienna Campbell, selected by Principal Julie Kapsalis.
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Honorary Fellowships Recognise Exceptional Contributions
Two Honorary Fellowships were awarded at this year’s ceremony, an accolade introduced in 2023 to mark Nescot’s 70th
anniversary.

The first was presented to Yvonne Spencer, Director of Science Capability at the Animal & Plant Health Agency (APHA).
A former Nescot student, Spencer has been instrumental in developing the college’s Level 6 Degree Apprenticeship in
Laboratory  Science.  Her  work  has  strengthened  the  partnership  between  Nescot  and  APHA,  providing  career
development opportunities for science professionals.

The second fellowship was awarded to Val Neame, a former Nescot staff member, in recognition of her 47 years of
service to the college. Described as a mentor and friend to many, Neame was praised for her dedication and the lasting
impact she has had on both staff and students.

A Student’s Perspective
Delivering the student vote of thanks, Jackie O’Connor, who graduated with a Foundation Degree in Supporting Teaching
and Learning, reflected on the encouragement she had received throughout her studies. Paying tribute to her tutor, Mark
Warner, she said: “I believe that if you have someone who helps you rethink how you see yourself and how others see you,
that is a truly special person.”

A Silver-Rated Institution
Nescot’s Higher Education provision has been recognised with a Silver rating in the 2023 Teaching Excellence
Framework (TEF), including Silver ratings in the new categories of Student Experience and Student Outcomes. The
accolade highlights the college’s commitment to high-quality teaching and student support.

For more information about Nescot’s university-level courses, visit their website.

Photo: Julie Kapsalis, Principal and CEO with Nescot Class of 2024 graduates at the HE Graduation Ceremony held at
Epsom Downs Racecourse


