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New Epsom and Ewell Parish? Cherish or perish the
thought?

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council consults residents on new parish councils

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council is asking residents and stakeholders for their view on whether to create parish areas, along with
a parish council or councils, in Epsom & Ewell. The Community Governance Review (CGR) consultation opens on 17 July and will
run for 12 weeks, closing at 11.59pm on 9 October.

Epsom & Ewell is currently an unparished borough which means there is no lower tier of local government below that of the
borough council. As part of local government reorganisation in Surrey, Epsom & Ewell Borough Council and the other district and
borough councils and county council will be dissolved in April 2027. Two or three unitary councils will then be responsible for
local government in the county, with each unitary council representing between around 330,000 to more than 650,000 residents,
depending on whether the Government opts for a two or three unitary model.

Epsom Rotary and Epsom and Ewell Times hold a public question time with Councillors on local government organisation on
Wednesday 23rd July at 7pm at St Josephs Catholic Church St Margaret Dr, Epsom KT18 7]Q. It is free to attend and open to all
residents and businesses. Full details HERE

Councillor John Beckett, Chair of Standards and Constitution Committee, said:

“We feel it is vital that residents, businesses, and local communities within Epsom & Ewell are given the opportunity to explore
the creation of parish councils. This will give them a greater local voice and enable them to stay closer to the decision-making
process within local government in the future.

“A parish council could take on responsibility for parks, playgrounds, community centres and cultural events in the borough,
keeping decisions locally on how these are delivered as well as having the ability to drive economic growth by attracting funding
and grants that would boost the local economy.

“Another key factor which is close to the hearts of residents is planning. A parish council would be a statutory consultee on
planning matters, and as such would be able to reflect the concerns and aspirations of residents during any planning application
process.”

The CGR consultation asks residents:
= whether to create new parish areas and a parish council or councils
= what the geography should be, and

= how many councillors should be elected.

Residents will also be asked, if parish councils are formed, whether they should be divided into wards, and if they should be called
parish, community, neighbourhood or a village council(s).

The consultation can be completed online on the consultation website: Community Governance Review - Epsom and Ewell
Borough Council Consultations or by completing a paper consultation questionnaire. Paper consultations can be found in Epsom
Town Hall, in Bourne Hall, in local libraries across the borough and in the Community & Wellbeing Centre, Longmead (during
normal opening hours).

This summer, the council will also hold a series of events across the borough where residents will be able to ask Councillors
questions about local government reorganisation and the community governance review, including this consultation, the process
and timeline.

Councillor John Beckett continued:
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“I urge every resident of voting age within the borough to have their say on the future of your local democracy and representation
in your local government for Epsom & Ewell. Tell us what you think by completing the Community Governance Review
consultation questionnaire online or on paper and posting it back to us.”

As part of the Community Governance Review a second consultation would take place in early 2026. A timeline and frequently
asked questions about CGR can be found on the council’s website: www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/CGR

Find out more about Epsom & Ewell Borough Council’s Community Governance Review: Community Governance Review | Epsom
and Ewell Borough Council

Find out about local government reorganisation here: Surrey Local Government Reorganisation Hub - Surrey LGR Hub

Related reports:

Will the doomed Epsom and Ewell Borough Council rise from the ashes in other forms?

Two unitaries will save money says Surrey leader

Epsom and Ewell Considers New Community Councils as Local Government Shake-Up Looms
Epsom and Ewell Borough Council out - Community Council’s in?

and many more - search “local government reorganisation”.

Page 2
© 2021-2025. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY


http://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/CGR
https://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/CGR
https://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/CGR
https://www.surreylgrhub.org/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/will-the-doomed-epsom-and-ewell-borough-council-rise-from-the-ashes-in-other-forms
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/two-unitaries-will-save-money-says-surrey-leader
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-considers-new-community-councils-as-local-government-shake-up-looms
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-borough-council-out-community-councils-in

