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New Year less cheerful for Epsom and Ewell football
Jersey Bulls 5-1 Epsom and Ewell FC. Combined Counties League – Premier Division South. Saturday 4th January 2025.

A trip to the Channel Islands for a meeting with the Jersey Bulls is never an easy fixture, and so it proved once again as we lost
our third straight match there by a score of 5-1, although at least we broke our scoring duck this time!

This week our club referred to “A big away day to Jersey” as if it was an exciting fixture to look forward to, which, in fairness, it
should be, but nobody seemed very keen to make the journey, as we were very poorly represented, apart from a few Committee
and, yes, two regular supporters!

We also had new signing Nathan Best, who joined from Colliers Wood United where their very informative website advised he had
scored thirteen goals in twenty-five appearances for the midtable Step Six team. Kardel really received a baptism of fire, while
Best looked like a younger Jaevon Dyer by way of appearance and if he can be as good then he will prove to be a fine addition.
Unfortunately his touch let him down a couple of times, never a good look when wearing sky blue boots!

We kicked off towards the St Helier end of the ground, or, if you’ve sat in the stand there before, we played from right to left, and
started breezily enough, as was maybe appropriate when considering the bitter wind chill and freezing rain that was unpleasant
enough for us, let alone the home crowd who were even less used to this sort of weather. We earned an early pair of Adam Green
corners and it was also Green who provided the first shot of the day following a good run from Kionte Gillfillian-Waul, although it
was wide of the mark.

Kardel was called into action with a low save from an angled shot by Rai Dos Santos before the ball in from the subsequent corner
was sent over the bar from close range. It was a lucky escape but the hosts went ahead in the 23rd minute when a corner from
Dos Santos was met a couple of yards ahead of our near post with a flick on by Toby Ritzema which eluded everyone and nestled
in the far corner of the net.

The hosts were monopolising possession by this stage and we were struggling to get out of our half, although Will Kendall was
challenging for everything, while Jason Bloor looked dangerous with the ball at his feet, but he was often a long way out from goal
and we were just unable to get the numbers forward to help. Bloor picked up a yellow card for a clumsy challenge on Luke
Watson and not long after that we had a small flash point that resulted in bookings for Green and Jersey’s Luke Campbell.

However, from the Jersey free kick, the ball to the far post was knocked in first time where Dos Santos was waiting to head the
ball in off Kardel from close range in the 39th minute. Kardel kept the score at 2-0 with a good low save but we were definitely
second best at the break, with the two goal lead being a fair one.

We seemed to have a little more ambition in the second half and Green saw his shot on target easily gathered by Euan van der
Vliet, although this shot on target was our first one in Jersey after we had even failed to do that on our two previous visits. We
continued to press and a Niall Stillwell free kick to the back post was headed across goal by Kendall at which point there was a
collision which resulted in four players hitting the deck, but no penalty was awarded and probably rightly so.

A deep cross was volleyed wide by the hosts but then things got interesting as we pulled a goal back. Green sent a clever pass
down the right for Best to cut in and his pass resulted in a low shot from Anderson which was not held and a corner was
conceded. From the 63rd minute Green corner, it was Stillwell who was able to time his run perfectly to head the ball in from
close range. The hosts felt there was a foul on their keeper and they might have had a case, but Stillwell’s first goal for our club,
and of course, our first on either of the Channel Islands, threatened to make things interesting.

For just three minutes, as it turned out, as a ball across goal was met with a superb strike from Ritzema that gave Kardel no
chance from around the edge of the penalty area. His first goal could have been questioned as to whether he meant it, but there
was no doubt about this one!

We tried to fight back but with no real success. Watson picked up a yellow card for a foul after he stumbled before making a
challenge on Best. Some of the Jersey players were saying it wasn’t even a foul, but it was reckless and whilst accidental, left our
new guy on the deck for a while, although he would recover to complete the ninety minutes.

Jack Torbett came on for the tiring Bloor while it was also good to see Stefan Aiwone back on the field as he replaced Tobi Falodi,
but in between those replacements we conceded twice; in the 77th minute when a right wing cross was headed in unmarked by
Karl Hinds and three minutes later when a simple straight pass caught us out and Dos Santos cleverly guided the ball underneath
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the advancing Kardel to make it 5-1. If it hadn’t been all over at 3-1, it was now!

Aiwone made a superb block to keep the hosts out and after four extra minutes the final whistle blew to signify our fifth loss in a
row to the Bulls. It wasn’t pretty, but the guys who were present tried their best and if there is fault to be apportioned from this
match, it should be aimed at the absentees.

Hopefully  we’ll  have many more players  available  for  our  two upcoming big  Cup matches,  starting on Tuesday,  weather
permitting, when we are due to welcome Berks County in a League Cup tie.

In summary, and as the only Salts supporter to have attended all four of our matches in the Channel Islands, it’s fair to say that a
trip over can be both a blessing and a curse. The islands are lovely and the welcome from the locals is great, but it is a bit of a
slog with the early start and the cost involved, not to mention the risk of the whole thing being postponed at short notice due to
weather conditions, as was the case when we were first due to visit Guernsey back in 2012/13, eventually getting over at the third
attempt. Based on this match, it may well be that we’ve had our last trip to Jersey for a while, as we’ve met all the top teams now,
many of them twice, and I make the still unbeaten islanders clear favourites right now to finally reach the Isthmian League this
season after a few near misses.

Epsom & Ewell: Kevin Kardel, Tobi Falodi, Kionte Gillfillian-Waul, Adam Green (c), Nicolas Bostan, Niall Stillwell, Sean Anderson,
Craig Dundas, Will Kendall, Jason Bloor, Nathan Best

Subs: Jack Torbett for Bloor (77), Stefan Aiwone for Falodi (80)


