
Current

ISSN 2753-2771

Page 1
© 2021-2025. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.

Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY

No alcohol sales between 3am and 7am rules Epsom
licensing committee
An Epsom corner shop has been given the green light for longer trading hours – but stopped short of being allowed to serve
alcohol 24/7. 

Ruxley Food & Wine, an off-licence on a busy A-road junction at 427 Kingston Road, applied to extend its alcohol license sales to
24 hours a day. The plan included serving customers via a hatch after 11pm, with Uber Eats and delivery drivers able to collect
goods through the window. 

But at a meeting on August 13, Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s licensing committee agreed to a police-backed compromise:
alcohol can be sold until 1am Sunday-Thursday, and until 3am on Fridays and Saturdays. 

The store’s consultant told councillors the business had traded without incident for three years. He said crime levels in the
immediate area were low with “less than one offence a month” and argued serving alcohol, cigarettes and milk late at night “will
not attract a disorderly crowd”. 

The consultant explained extending the corner shop’s hours was to attract additional business. Currently the shop can sell alcohol
between 8am and 11pm. He said: “Why should members of the public be denied service when most people go to bed at 10pm at
night?”

After hearing Surrey Police and the council’s Environmental Health department’s concerns, the applicant decided to reduce its
licence application operating hours to 7am-2am the following day Sunday to Thursday, and then 7am to 3am Friday to Saturday.

But  at  the meeting officers  still  stressed their  worries  have not  been resolved.  Environmental  Health officers  argued the
importance of protecting residents from late-night disturbance and the safety of potential lone shop workers. 

Both Surrey police and Environmental Health warned of potential noise and nuisance for nearby residents – those living on
adjoining streets or above the parade of shops.

“If you open up later it does open up the area to potential crime and disorder,” said a Surrey Police representative. She argued
selling alcohol 24 hours a day or similar will increase the likelihood of such crimes such as anti-social behaviour.

The committee concluded that granting the full hours could undermine the licensing objectives of preventing crime and disorder,
public safety, preventing public nuisance and protecting children from harm particularly during weeknights in a residential area. 

Image: Ruxley Food and Wine shop on Kingston Road. (Credit Emily Dalton/ LDRS)
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