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One flat season in Epsom ends as another begins
Our season concluded in appropriate fashion on Saturday as we laboured to a 1-1 draw against Guildford City at the Spectrum.

Five days prior to this match, Tadley Calleva’s win over Colliers Wood United ensured that our two recent wins over Fleet Town
and Abbey Rangers had given us enough points to secure our safety, although for some reason our club never made the effort to
inform our “Dear supporters” (as they recently called them) of this fact. Either way, Salts players and supporters alike were able
to relax a little going into this contest, and I have to say it showed, as we started well but tailed off. Throw in the usual defensive
error that confirmed we have to wait until at least August 2024 before we can record our first clean sheet of the calendar year
and it meant that the point was enough for our hosts to be certain of confirming their own safety, although as it turned out,
results elsewhere meant that they would have survived even had they lost.

We went into this match chasing a third straight win, which would have been the first time all season we had managed this, but
it’s hard to know how bothered we were about it. Our Manager Warren Burton was absent and we only named thirteen players in
our line up; one of whom, Jaevon Dyer, only arrived ten minutes before kick off. There may have been some valid reasons for the
absences and delays, but the question has to be asked about how many players we would have been able to name, if we had still
required any points from this match.

Our regular supporters were there in decent numbers, including the returning Alex McKay Senior who appears on the mend after
being away for much of 2024. The home side were also well supported at the Spectrum, leading to an attendance of 151 and a
well-stocked viewing area on what is realistically the only real open side of the ground.

We had the first opportunity of the match in the sixth minute when a square ball from Thompson Adeyemi reached Sirak Negassi
on the edge of the penalty area, but the ball bobbled on him and he skied it well over the bar. Our Captain Ethan Nelson-Roberts
was flattened by a late challenge that ought to have earned a yellow card, but didn’t, before Zach Ingham-Wright saw his strike
on goal tipped over the bar by Adam Longman. However, Negassi then received a similar opportunity to his previous one in the
16th minute when an Adam Green corner missed everyone at the near post and found our winger, who curled the ball first time
into the far corner of the goal to put us ahead. Negassi has been unfortunate in my opinion to find himself as a substitute so often,
and his 21 appearances (from 48 matches) from the bench are the second most in club history, trailing only Dale Marvell’s 22 in
2000/01 (from 56 matches) and he turned out to be a very good player!

We may have had a poor season, but it has been our opponents that have been in the worst form of all teams with only eight
points collected since the end of September. The only way that they could have gone down was with a four goal defeat here and a
Colliers Wood United win against Sheerwater, so it was always an unlikely outcome, but our early goal may well have caused a bit
of concern within the home support at that point. However, what we didn’t realise was that we had already seen the sum total of
our attacking threat for the day. Guildford picked up their level and started to threaten.

The big battle going on was between Reece Tierney and Guildford City’s Ben Mitchell and Tierney was lucky to escape without a
card of any colour after bringing him down just as he appeared to break through on goal, albeit some 45 yards out. In the course
of a normal match I’m sure he would have picked up a yellow card for this, but the referee clearly didn’t want to hand any out and
he escaped with a warning.

We had a half-chance on the thirty minute mark when Negassi’s left wing cross was met by a low header by Carl Oblitey, but
Longman kept it out fairly comfortably and in fact things were much more precarious at the other end as a close range header
clipped our cross bar, only for a corner to be awarded, much to the dismay of our keeper Dan O’Donovan. The corner then struck
the frame of the goal before being fed to the far post where our keeper had to be down quickly to turn a low shot around his post,
but from the next corner, another Guildford header smacked against our bar again before being headed up in the air by Ayran
Kugathas and into the arms of O’Donovan for a lucky escape.

The second half started with a couple of substitutes for the home team and a third would follow soon after. Negassi struck a
corner at goal on the volley, but the contact wasn’t quite right and the ball dribbled through to Longman. However, the second
half belonged mostly to the team that needed the points more and a far post header by James Glover from a corner was only just
wide.

A Luke Miller strike went harmlessly past the post, but Guildford were looking the more likely to score and in the 72nd minute
that’s what happened, although in typical Epsom and Ewell style, we were the authors of our own misfortune as Tierney went to
head a goal kick back up the field, only for the ball to fly backwards off his head and into the path of Mitchell. Nelson-Roberts
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tried to close him down, but the damage was done and he clipped the ball over the advancing O’Donovan from eight yards for the
equaliser. We had another scare in the closing moments as a long ball nearly bounced straight over O’Donovan. Fortunately, he
got a slight hand to the ball and Tierney was just able to get the ball clear of the menacing Mitchell, who certainly looked as
though he should be playing for a team higher up the League.

We just had time in the 89th minute to see our substitute keeper Toby Colwell come on as an outfield player. Whilst it was a
novelty to see and a reward for Colwell’s loyalty; sitting on the bench for most of the year, it highlighted the dysfunctional nature
of our season which started so poorly under James Scott, before we recovered under Steve Springett to a position of relative
safety, only for Warren Burton and Gwynne Berry to take over in January and record just four wins. We close the chapter on
2023/24 in a rather surprising 16th place, which was higher than we had been at any time since August, although it really just
provides an indication of how poor the bottom five clubs have been this season! It is assumed that our Management team will be
back for next term, which would be the first time for three years and it will be interesting to see what new faces appear, as I’ll be
honest, we need quite a few if we are not to endure another difficult season; one where it must be remembered, two clubs will be
relegated, not just one.

Epsom & Ewell: Dan O’Donovan, Ethan Brazier, Ethan Nelson-Roberts (c), Adam Green, Reece Tierney, Ayran Kugathas, Luke
Miller, Thompson Adeyemi, Carl Oblitey, Zach Ingham-Wright, Sirak Negassi

Subs: Jaevon Dyer for Kugathas (67), Toby Colwell for Ingham-Wright (89)
Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk


