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Opposition  Calls  for  Emergency  Council  Meeting
Over Epsom and Ewell Local Plan
24 October 2024

In a move that underscores growing concerns over the future of development in Epsom and Ewell, nine opposition
councillors from the borough council have requested an Emergency Full Council Meeting to accelerate the adoption of the
Local Plan. The councillors—comprising four Liberal Democrats, three Labour members, and two Conservatives—are
calling for the meeting to take place immediately after the Licensing and Planning Policy Committee (LPPC) on 20th
November, or alternatively, on the evening of 21st November.

The opposition’s objective is clear: to expedite the council’s voting on the draft Local Plan to ensure that the next round of
public consultation can proceed swiftly. Councillors are particularly concerned that any delays in finalising the plan could
subject Epsom and Ewell to new government-imposed housing targets. These targets, outlined by the current Labour
government, could increase the borough’s required new dwellings to 817 per year, a significant rise from the existing
figure.

One opposition councillor stated, “We all know that if the Local Plan fails or is found unsound or non-compliant, we will be
subject to the Labour government’s new targets, which are 817 dwellings per annum.” The councillors are urging the
council leadership to act now to avoid this outcome.

Council’s Position: Balancing Housing Needs and Green Space
In response, the leadership of Epsom and Ewell Borough Council, led by the Residents’ Association, has emphasised the
importance of balancing development with the preservation of the borough’s character. Councillor Hannah Dalton, Chair
of  the  Residents’  Association,  spoke  recently  about  the  challenge  of  providing  much-needed  housing—particularly
affordable housing—while safeguarding the borough’s treasured green spaces.

Councillor Peter O’Donovan, Chair of the Licensing and Planning Policy Committee, has reiterated that the council is
adhering to a clear timetable. The LPPC is expected to review the Pre-Submission Local Plan at its November meeting,
following which the next public consultation phase will commence. O’Donovan stressed the need for a robust evidence
base to ensure the Local Plan withstands scrutiny and avoids challenges that could delay or derail the process.

The council is also grappling with an increase in homelessness, which has risen by 95% over the past year, further
highlighting the need for new housing, particularly for families. Councillor Clive Woodbridge, Chair of the Community &
Wellbeing Committee, outlined the council’s efforts to mitigate homelessness, including working with private landlords
and providing support to those at risk.

The Stakes: Higher Housing Targets and Green Belt at Risk
The backdrop to this debate is the government’s proposed revision to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF),
which includes higher housing targets and reduced protections for Green Belt land. If the Local Plan is not submitted for
approval before these changes come into effect, the borough could face the new target of 817 homes per year. For many
residents, this raises the spectre of large-scale developments encroaching on green spaces that are integral to the
borough’s identity.

At a previous LPPC meeting in October, tensions ran high as residents voiced concerns about the potential loss of Green
Belt land. The Epsom Green Belt Group, a local campaign organisation, has proposed an alternative plan that focuses on
developing brownfield sites instead. They argue that this approach would meet housing targets without sacrificing green
spaces.

What Next?
The requested Emergency Full Council Meeting, if granted, would allow all councillors to debate and vote on the draft
Local  Plan.  Whether the meeting will  be scheduled remains to be seen,  but with growing pressure from both the
opposition and the public, the council’s next steps will be closely watched.

The stakes are high for Epsom and Ewell. The decisions made in the coming weeks will shape the borough’s future,
determining how it meets housing demands while preserving the community’s much-loved green spaces.
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