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Out of the starting gates in Epsom and Ewell’s political
Derby
Today British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak announced a General Election will take place on July 4th.

Epsom and Ewell Times asked all the known candidates for their reaction to the news:

Mhairi Fraser, standing for the Conservative Party responded: “Epsom has been my family home for almost twenty years.
The day after the election, it still will be. I have lived here, I have worked here, I have commuted from here; I have a personal
interest in the success of Epsom, Ewell, Ashtead and Leatherhead, and I know what it takes to deliver that success.

From protecting the Green Belt, to tackling crime by securing a more visible police presence, to regenerating our high streets, to
improving our transport links – I have a plan, and I have the commitment to deliver on it. And throughout it all, I promise to run a
clean campaign, as I have from day one. I have built my career over the last decade as an anti-corruption lawyer, and  I will bring
the same integrity to our politics. That is the first of many promises I will make to you, but not the last I will deliver on.”

Helen Maguire PPC for the Liberal Democrats said: “Hard-working families in Epsom, Ewell, Ashtead, and Leatherhead are
sick of the same old unfair and divisive two-party politics which is currently tearing our nation apart. They are looking for real
change and a positive future, which I am committed to working to bring. Our community have had enough of this Conservative
government refusing to help them through the cost-of-living crisis, whilst also allowing our local NHS hospital and local schools to
crumble, and sewage to be poured into our rivers.

This Conservative government is out of touch and out of time, and this announcement is long overdue. I am honoured to be
fighting on behalf of my local community to rid Epsom, Ewell, Ashtead and Leatherhead of the Conservatives, who have taken us
for granted for years. In Epsom & Ewell, it’s a clear choice between a fair deal with the Liberal Democrats or more chaos with the
conservatives. Enough is enough, this community needs change now.”

Gina Miller, leader of the True & Fair Party, said: “The decision to call a general election on 4th July is a concession to the
inevitable, acknowledging that the time has come to face the electorate’s scrutiny. This summer, we are casting our votes to end
this dismal chapter of our nation’s history and begin a new era with leaders who truly represent us. As I stand for election in
Epsom and Ewell, I am ready to bring the voices of our community to the forefront and demanding a government that prioritises
the wellbeing of its people above all else.”

Mark Todd, Chair of the Labour Party (a Labour candidate is yet to be confirmed) said: “At last, the country has got what it
wants. Now it’s time to choose between more decline under the Tories or a greener, brighter future with Labour. Your local
Labour party is here to serve you and we promise that if our candidate is elected they will serve the community with all their
heart. They’ll be open, accessible and always try to help.”

Stephen McKenna of the Green Party said: “Like the vast majority of the population I am delighted that the official end date of
this Conservative Government has been announced!

Greens everywhere are hoping for a transformation of national politics in this election, a turning point which will resolve the cost
of living crisis, introduce innovative new policies for the environment, for a new greener economy, for net zero retrofitting of our
homes and a programme of new social housing as well as better public services. This is a time for real change in our society.”

In the run up to the election the Epsom and Ewell Times will be interviewing the candidates and staging hustings.
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