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We are very very sorry for hustings hosting hash
27 April 2023

The Epsom and Ewell Times accepts full responsibility for last night’s farce and failure over the promised Stamford Ward
election hustings. We apologise unreservedly to the public.

Residents Association candidates Steve Bridger and Martin Olney had been prepared to answer your questions and
debate with Alison Kelly (who cycled to three churches in her quest for the hustings – see below) and David Buxton of
the Liberal Democrats and Andrew Bailey of the Green Party.

The candidates who did not register to attend the hustings were Karen Landle and Richard Chinn (Labour) and Aaron
Persand and Stephen Pontin (Conservative).

The Gods seemed to be determined that this hustings would not take place. Firstly, we wrongly assumed a hall we had
booked was the Scout Hall at the rear of Epsom Methodist Church in Ashley Road. An eagle eyed scout-leader spotted our
error Tuesday and pointed out that we had booked the St Martins Scout troop hall. We then wrongly assumed their hall
was beside St Martin’s Church in Church Street and re-directed people there. Then on the night we discovered the scout
hall is in fact at the rear of the former St. John Chandler Church in Church Road.

To cap it all Church Road was closed for access at the East Street junction.

Two determined electors of Stamford Ward managed to work this out and turned up but agreed the abandonment of
proceedings. But nevertheless they had the chance to engage with Cllr Steve McCormick (RA candidate for Woodcote
and Langley Vale) who had attended as a spectator. As had Janice Baker of the Green Party standing in Nonsuch.

Lionel Blackman, who was to chair the event said: “It’s all my fault. I am sorry. We will get it right in 2027. Plenty of
time to continue our mission to inject new life into our local democracy. You know, in the global struggle against
authoritarianism not  only  must  we  nurse  democracy  at  the  micro-local  level,  if  conducted  with  personal  respect
democracy can be fun. And we did have a bit of fun last night, albeit at my expense.”

Epsom and Ewell Times is very confident, however, that the next hustings for the new ward of Horton will take place on
Tuesday 2nd May at Southfield Park Primary School,  Long Grove Rd, Epsom KT19 8TF at 7pm. There is only one such
school isn’t there?

The candidates willing to face the public standing in Stamford Ward:

Steve Bridger – Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell 

I took up the challenge of being a Councillor when I retired to put something back into the area that I have lived for the
majority of my life. I have secured 3 successful CIL bids for my Ward – 2 for Epsom Common and 1 for Horton Country
Park. I am a believer in sustainability and any way that we can recycle, use power and resources more efficiently and
generally be more careful about what we buy.
I became part of the RA due to the non-political stance that it takes – I am not told what to do or how to vote (I have voted
against items that could affect my Ward and residents). I enjoy meeting residents, helping them out not only with matters
concerning the Council  but  giving my life  experiences  to  assist  in  some civil  matters.  I  have assisted in  fighting
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inappropriate planning matters (Kingswood House School, Clayhill Lodge etc.)
Party Politics should not come into local ‘politics’, promises of changing things that are outside our realm are matters that
are decided by the politicians and outside our control – they have no place here.
I am proud to be part of the Borough that is known throughout the world, just mention Epsom and everyone knows or has
heard of it, so lets keep it non-political and a great place to live, work and enjoy!

David Buxton – Liberal Democrat Focus Team 

David has lived in Epsom for 18 years and worked as CEO for one of Londons leading Disabled Peoples Organisations.
David was previously an Epsom and Ewell Borough Councillor for four years. For 10 years David was a Committee
Member and Chair of Livingstone Park Association leading the campaign to pull down the derelict Water Tower, and the
campaign for the dilapidated Horton Chapel to become a charitable trust, enabling its transformation to its former glory
as a listed building – the now new Horton Chapel Arts Centre! David was formerly Chair of the British Deaf Association
and is a current Board Member of the European Union of the Deaf. David led the British Sign Language (BSL) Act
Campaign nationally,  he has won several  national campaign awards and has been named as one of  Britain’s most
influential disabled people. David is keen to protect wildlife, parks and the Green Belt.

Alison Kelly – Liberal Democrat Focus Team
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Alison has lived in Epsom since 1986 and was a Borough Councillor for 8 years serving on planning and finance
committees. From 2007 to 2015, Alison was the main opposition spokesperson on budgetary and financial policy. Alison
became involved in local politics to protect our open areas and gardens because of her dismay at the number of planning
decisions that were changing the landscape. Alison welcomes this opportunity to be directly involved in deciding local
planning issues. Alison is particularly interested in promoting energy efficiency and recycling and is keen to ensure that
the borough exceeds targets and meets residents’ expectations. Alison also enjoys fitness, gardening and volunteering
locally.

Alison Kelly outside the final destination of St John Chandlers Church of her cycle-quest to find the hustings.

Epsom and Ewell Times can confirm her bicycle was there – just out of view of the photo.

Andrew Bailey – Green Party
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Andrew Bailey says:
“I will help build a sustainable future where our greenbelt is fully protected. I strongly believe in community

engagement and consensus politics. My aim is for Epsom council to provide better tools so people can recognise positive
change – increases in recycling, downturn in pollution, engage in development plans and tell the council where they

don’t feel safe. A community exists only when people feel their voices are heard.”
Andrew Bailey – Stamford Ward and Green candidate Janice Baker, who is standing in Nonsuch Ward, in eager

attendance at the second of the wrong venues – St Martins Church Hall.

Martin Olney – Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell



12th February 2026 weekly

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY

5

The RA has not cut any services in the last four years and the auditors have complimented them on their sound
management of ever-dwindling financial resources. I want to help maintain the Borough’s efficiency and continue to

provide what local people want. I was a Councillor in 2015 -2019, my main interest was planning and planning policy. I
also looked after Veterans in the Borough as well as maintained our heritage assets.

The results of the consultation on the Local Plan have made the RA pause the plan. I will work for a new plan that meets
the needs of the residents.

Surrey County Council is failing to maintain our roads, deliver enough schools places or provide adequate transport.
Ofsted gave a ‘requires improvement’ for their Child Service, one of many dismal performances. I will pressure them to

meet their obligations as they take 76% of your Council Tax.
The RA is focused on issues, within their responsibilities, that impact the people in the Ward. The National political

parties have a wider agenda and are influenced by a central office. A vote for the RA is a vote for local decisions being
taken after consultation with local people.

Politics or personality puzzles Claygate voters
27 April 2023

It’s a grey day in Claygate but the mood among the Lib Dems who have gathered at a micro pub next to the village station
is anything but gloomy.

In a bright yellow jacket she said was a “hand me down” via one of her sons, the party’s parliamentary candidate for
Esher and Walton reacted to the news that Dominic Raab had resigned from the cabinet.

Monica Harding called for Mr Raab to resign as the area’s MP, and said residents “deserved better”.
Mr Raab said he had set out his position, and appreciated the “hundreds of messages of support” he had received. He
added: “My overriding focus now is on delivering for the people of Esher and Walton, with our economic plan and support
with energy bills.”

In the 2019 general election, Ms Harding took 45 per cent of the vote in Esher and Walton, cutting the Conservative MP’s
majority from 23,298 in 2017, to 2,743. It is therefore a key seat the Lib Dems have their eye on for the next general
election, which must be called before January 2025.

But with local elections taking place in Elmbridge on May 4, could Mr Raab’s resignation in the wake of an investigation
into bullying also impact on those voters?

The Lib Dem leader, Ed Davey, also the MP for neighbouring Kingston and Surbiton, told the LDRS that in parliamentary
constituencies across Surrey, including Esher and Walton, Guildford, Woking and Mole Valley, the party was sensing a
“real opportunity”. He added: “This chaos and indecency in the Conservatives is what’s putting off a lot of life-long
Tories.”

The village of Claygate has around 7,000 people, an average house price of more than £1.1million and three Liberal
Democrat councillors. Elmbridge Borough Council, the area’s local authority, is run by the Residents Associations’ 18
councillors, in coalition with the 13 Lib Dem councillors.

The Conservatives are the second largest party, with 15 councillors, five of which hold seats that are up for election on
May 4 when a third of the members are up for election.

Current Lib Dem councillor Alex Coomes is up for election, standing against John Charles Burns for the Conservatives
and Sue Cope for the Labour Party.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/politics-or-personality-puzzles-claygate-voters
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One voter told the LDRS Mr Raab’s resignation would not impact on how she would vote in the borough council elections.

An investigation into Mr Raab by Adam Tolley KC looked at eight formal complaints against the MP from his work in
three separate government departments.

In his resignation letter, Mr Raab said all but two of the claims had been dismissed in the report and raised concerns the
inquiry would “encourage spurious complaints” against ministers.

Peter Szanto, chairman of Esher & Walton Conservative Association, said: “Dominic has continually worked to support
our constituency and all those that live here. He has always been professional, kind, thoughtful and tenacious in his
work.I, and the Esher & Walton Conservative Association, fully support him.”

Ann Hennings, who said she had met Mr Raab “several times at various functions”, had found him to be “very kind” and
said she didn’t have “a bad thing to say about him”. She said she was glad she was not at work anymore, and asked:
“What is bullying? Getting somebody’s job done, is that bullying? I think anybody who’s in charge of anything might be
accused of that sometimes.” She said that the local Liberal Democrats, who run the council in a coalition with Residents’
Association councillors, “seem to get things done” but added that her voting habits were not the same on national and
local ballots.

“If you have parents that are a certain party, I think a lot of people tend to be the same, it goes down with families,” she
said. “My family were staunch Conservatives. I’ve always voted Conservative but never locally. I’ve only ever voted
liberal.”

Another resident said Mr Raab’s resignation from his roles as Deputy Prime Minister and Justice Secretary was “good
riddance”, but said it would not change how she would vote locally.

While the Liberal Democrat leader on Elmbridge Borough Council, and Claygate councillor, Cllr Bruce McDonald, said
on the doorstep the constituency’s MP came up “from time to time” he didn’t think Mr Raab was “at the front of their
minds”. Cllr McDonald said: “I and my colleagues are much more interested in talking about our positive vision for
Elmbridge, what we’re getting on with doing because, ultimately, that’s what people want from us.”

But the national picture isn’t far from some people’s minds on the doorstep. Lynne Murray opened her front door to find
Ed Davey, Monica Harding and a raft of journalists on her doorstep. She told Mr Davey there was a “very high chance”
the Lib Dems may be lucky and get her vote in the future elections.

With issues including the country’s economic prosperity, a “holistic, long term” look at the NHS needed and wanting
people to feel “hope again” she said she thought that aspiring to “have a great life” was “so far away from so many people
at the moment.” She added: “I’m looking back at 12 years of Conservative government and I can’t think of a single aspect
of life in the UK that’s been better.”

The cost of planning
27 April 2023

Green Belt campaigners have obtained a breakdown of over half-a-million pounds spent so far by Epsom and Ewell
Borough Council on the draft Local Plan and the Town Centre MasterPlan. The Epsom and Ewell Times provides the
figures below.

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s response to a Freedom of Information Act request:

“The figures below are broken down into two time periods: 

• The first covering the April 2016 to December 2021. 

• The second period covers January 2022 until 15th  April 2023 – this is to reflect that from  January 2022 additional
evidence was commissioned to support the preparation of the  Draft Local Plan 2022-2040. 

April 2016 – December 2021 Local Plan consultancy 

Service Consultant Cost

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/the-cost-of-planning


12th February 2026 weekly

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY

7

Spatial Economic Development Strategy Economic Growth Management Ltd £13,725

Post Covid – Spatial Economic  Development Strategy Economic Growth Management Ltd £7,787.50

Sports Facilities Assessment and Playing  Pitch Strategy Ploszajski Lynch Consulting Ltd £24,113

 

Green Belt Studies Atkins Ltd £36,471.61

Housing Needs Assessment Update Cobweb Consulting £14,497.55

Background paper on the horseracing  industry Matthews Associates (UK) Ltd £2,970

Local Plan Viability Assessment (2019) HDH Planning & Development Ltd £16,063

Habitats Regulation Assessment Lepus Consulting £7,244.33

Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Jacobs UK Ltd £9,838

Graphic Design services Soapbox Design Limited £5,940 

Local Plan Consultation Support Luther Pendragon £16,557.30 

Mapping services Pindar Creative £2,624 

Retail Study Urban Shape £26,654

Retail Study – update Urban Shape £6,050

Master planning Allies and Morrison £71,984

Total £262,519.29

January 2022 onwards to support Draft Local Plan 2022-2040 

Service Consultant Appointed Cost

Housing and Economic Development  Needs Assessment
(HEDNA) 

GL Hearne £47,890.49

Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation  Assessment (GTAA) Opinion Research Services Ltd £6,850 

Local Plan Viability Study (2022) HDH Planning & Development Ltd £16,000

Interim Sustainability Appraisal of Draft  Local Plan 2022-2040
(Reg 18)

AECOM £23,807.50

Habitats Regulations Assessment of  Draft Local Plan 2022-2040
(Reg 18)

Lepus Consulting £3,410

Climate Change Study (Part 1) Wood Plc £17,512

Graphic Design services Urban Graphics £23,000

Emerging Town Centre Masterplan David Lock Associates £99,768.10*

Independent Review of Draft Local Plan  (Reg 18) Carewold Associates Ltd £750

Social Media promotion of Draft Local  Plan consultation Quick Fox Labs £4,786.45

Printing of consultation materials 
EEBC print room and Blue Dot 

display 
£6,291 

Total £250,695.54

* note no net cost to EEBC as funded by the Local Enterprise Partnership The total spend on external services from 1st

April 2016 until the 15 April 2023 was £513,214.83. However  as noted above £99,768.10 of this was for the Emerging
Epsom Town Centre Masterplan was funded by the  Capital to Coast Local Enterprise Partnership.”

Mark Todd, Chair, Epsom and Ewell Labour Party and a candidate in Horton Ward for the upcoming local election,
responded to our request to all parties for comment: “Yet more evidence of terrible waste and mismanagement by the
Residents’ Association running Epsom and Ewell Borough Council. No wonder our council tax is so high and our services
so poor. It’s time for change at the local elections on May 4. The local Labour party will clean up the council and make
sure money is spent wisely again.”

Julie Morris, College Ward Councillor and Liberal Democrat told us: “The need for a new Local Plan is known years in
advance and steps should have been taken to make sure our borough had robust local planning policies in place, rather
than procrastinate over what was exactly the right time to create a new Local Plan. 

Much of the evidence base has needed to be updated and has therefore required the work of professional organisations to
do this, resulting in a much greater spend than was originally forecast.  There was no alternative but for council to agree
to  this  expenditure.   Had  Residents  Association  councillors  given  the  matter  greater  priority,  expenditure  would
undoubtedly have been less.  It’s important to bear in mind too, that the process is far from complete.”
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The Residents Association, Conservative Party and Green Party have not responded.

Related Reports:

£225,000 to plan the unplanned

The Local Plan to plan The Local Plan

Many others – search “Local Plan”.

Many  Surrey  motorists  will  be  paying  the  ULEZ
charge.
27 April 2023

There could be more than 250,000 cars on Surrey’s roads that do not meet ULEZ complaint standards. That figure climbs
to  335,584  cars  when  counting  those  with  Statutory  Off  Road  Notifications  (SORN),  according  to  a  Freedom of
Information request by the LDRS.

The figures are based on collective postcode data supplied by the DVLA and include some crossover, for example with
Chipstead and Coulsden in London, and on the border with East Grimstead in West Sussex.

According to Transport for London “petrol cars that meet the ULEZ standards are generally those first registered with the
DVLA after 2005, although cars that meet the standards have been available since 2001. Diesel cars that meet the
standards are generally those first registered with the DVLA after September 2015.”

In Surrey postcodes, recorded information held by the DVLA shows there were 71,892 petrol engine cars first registered
before January 1 2005, with a further 50,655 classed as SORN. The figures are worse for non-compliant diesel cars, with
190,026 licensed and 23,011 SORN first registered before September 1 2015. Combined that means there are 261,918
non ULEZ  compliant taxed cars registered to Surrey postcodes and a further 73,666 off road.

The figures were from a snapshot census of the DVLA vehicle record which is taken quarterly and is up to date to
February 2023.

The ULEZ boundary is expected to be expanded to the Surrey border in August and would mean that those driving with
petrol vehicles registered before 2005 or diesels users before 2015 will need to pay a £12.50 daily charge.

In February, ​​Surrey County Council joined forces with four London boroughs to launch a High Court legal challenge
against Transport for London (TfL) and the Mayor of London’s decision to expand the zone.

In April a judge ruled there was a case to be heard on two grounds – the legal basis for the scheme and the rollout of the
scrappage scheme. It is expected to be heard in July.

Among the things Surrey County Council is calling on the Mayor of London provide are more data on the impact to
residents, extend car scrappage and the Zone 6 Oyster Card scheme and to provide corridors to NHS facilities that are on
the border,

Key workers, who regularly have to travel to London, should also be exempt, the county argues.

The Local Democracy Service has also requested that these figures be broken down by individual postcode.

The full list of postcodes included in the data is: CR3, CR5, CR6, GU1, GU10, GU12, GU15, GU16, GU18, GU19, GU2,
GU20, GU21, GU22, GU23, GU24, GU25, GU26, GU27, GU3, GU4, GU5, GU6, GU7, GU8, GU9, KT10, KT11, KT12, KT13,
KT14, KT15, KT16, KT17, KT18, KT20, KT21, KT22, KT23, KT24, KT7, KT8, RH1, RH10, RH12, RH19, RH2, RH3, RH4,
RH5, RH6, RH7, RH8, RH9, SM7, TN16, TN8, TW15, TW16, TW17, TW18, TW19, TW20

Related reports:

ULEZ Court battle looming

Surrey Council’s ULEZ talks ongoing with TfL

Can you beat the ULEZ charge?

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/225000-to-plan-the-unplanned
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/the-local-plan-to-plan-the-local-plan
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/many-surrey-motorists-will-be-paying-the-ulez-charge
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/many-surrey-motorists-will-be-paying-the-ulez-charge
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ulez-court-battle-looming
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-councils-ulez-talks-ongoing-with-tfl
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/can-you-beat-the-ulez-charge
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Will Me’lud halt ULEZ expansion to Epsom borders?

A sign of no signs to come on ULEZ?

ULEZ will come to Epsom and Ewell borders

“Is it promotion you’re looking for?”
27 April 2023

Back to back away victories for Epsom and Ewell FC win 2nd place in the league and home front play-offs for promotion.
Richard Lambert reports on both matches:

Chessington & Hook United 1-2 Epsom & Ewell -Southern Combination League – Division One – Thursday 20th
April 2023.

For the second match in a row we let a lead slip, but fought back to take all three points with a late winner, this time a
close range 83rd minute header from Nick Wilson as we maintained our grip on the top playoff spot with a 2-1 victory
over Chessington & Hook United at Chalky Lane.

The win maintained an extremely odd sequence of results between the clubs. At home we have only won one of our last
eight matches against Chessington & Hook United, but at Chalky Lane it is a different story as we have only lost once in
sixteen visits there! And in the end I felt we were worth the points, although there were times when I worried that it
wasn’t going to be our night as we spurned a number of good chances to make the game comfortable.

We made four changes from our win against Selsey with Athan Smith-Joseph rested after tweaking his hamstring on
Saturday, while Alex Penfold and Rory Edwards came back into the starting line up at the expense of Steve Springett and
Gavin Quintyne. Finally, further forward, Thompson Adeyemi came in for Jaan Stanley as we rotated our squad with one
eye on another match coming up at Billingshurst in less than 48 hours.

We got off to a flying start with our first attack down the right wing where Adeyemi sent a low ball across goal and it was
swept home clinically at the far post from twelve yards by Lewis Pearch in the 3rd minute to give us an early lead.
Adeyemi then saw his shot blocked and also a follow up from Edwards as we tried to double our lead from a corner.

In the 13th minute it was Adeyemi again who tried his luck from twenty yards but found Chessington and Hook keeper
Andrew Osei equal to the strike. The home side responded by forcing a couple of corners but we dealt with the deliveries
into the box well enough and were soon on the attack again with Jamie Byatt seeing his shot tipped wide by Osei and then
Dylan Merchant sending a header back across goal from a deep corner, only to see the ball cleared.

We had an excellent chance in the 41st minute when a defender’s error let Pearch through on the right and his ball across
goal was perfect for Adeyemi, but his left foot contact wasn’t as secure as his right and a defender was able to clear the
ball away from the goal line. Then Byatt had another try just before half time but his shot was straight at Osei and the last
chance of the half also fell to Byatt whose twenty yard strike was far stronger than the one he netted with against Selsey
on Saturday, but as a result it just didn’t come down in time, clearing the bar by about three inches!

We should have been further ahead by the half and it is always a concern when chances aren’t taken. Tom Theobald made
a good block with his feet after a defensive slip, but we were back on the attack soon and a foul on Jaevon Dyer allowed us
to float a free kick into the box, only for Osei to punch clear. The game was starting to get a little niggly, as is so often the
case when these two teams meet and just after a bit of a scuffle the home side equalised with a ball in from the right that
was collected by Joe Avery who cut inside Gideon Acheampong before firing the ball past Theobald at his near post from
ten yards for the equaliser in the 55th minute.

This was ever so disappointing and we would have to go again. But we did. A Dyer run and pass to Wilson was hacked
clear by Osei just ahead of our man who was then adjudged to have fouled the keeper. Stanley came on for Adeyemi and
as we entered the final quarter of the match Dyer set up Pearch for a similar chance to the one he had scored from
earlier, but this time he scuffed his shot wide of the post and then it was Dyer’s chance to miss a good chance after great
interplay between Stanley and Byatt had left him in space, but his touch let him down and Osei’s leg was able to

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/melud-may-halt-ulez-expansion-to-epsom-borders
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/a-sign-of-no-signs-to-come-on-ulez
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ulez-will-come-to-epsom-and-ewell-borders
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dispossess him.

Five minutes later Dyer robbed a defender and broke through on goal, drawing the keeper before flicking the ball on to
Byatt, but instead of rolling the ball into the empty net from the edge of the area, he hesitated and a defender closed
down the chance which then rebounded into Osei’s arms! We made a couple of substitutions in the 77th minute with
Springett and Quintyne entering the fray for Penfold and Byatt before we then had the second multi-player scuffle of the
day, following a foul by Johnny Akoto, who was then kicked while on the deck. The refereeing could have been stronger in
this match and although a card was issued to both sides here, it looked like the home team maybe ought to have seen red.

However, the main event occurred in the 83rd minute. Stanley was released down the right, although his ball across goal
was just ahead of Wilson and just behind Dyer, by now operating on the left wing. He retrieved the ball though and sent a
superb deep cross to the back post where Wilson met it with a solid downwards header just a couple of yards out from
goal, giving Osei no chance to save it.

We played five minutes over the ninety which was about fair and managed the game well in that period with much of the
time being spent near the corner flag and there were large celebrations from the away support and the players when the
whistle blew for full time and the points were well deserved, even if we had required the late intervention to get all three
of them.

So where does this leave us? Well, barring a seven goal swing in our final matches we will now finish in the top playoff
spot, ensuring home matches throughout our participation in them. We are now level on points with second place Dorking
Wanderers B whose goal difference is three goals better than ours. It is not impossible to catch them and if we could do
that it would be the first time we had finished in the top two since 1984. As it is, third place is our highest finish since
2014 and represents a decent campaign, but concerns remain about our consistency as we approach the real business end
of the season. A good showing against Billingshurst on Saturday is important to keep building any momentum before we
return to Fetcham Grove to close out our season over hopefully the next two weekends.

Epsom & Ewell: Tom Theobald, Gideon Acheampong, Johnny Akoto, Nick Wilson, Dylan Merchant, Alex Penfold, Jaevon
Dyer, Rory Edwards, Jamie Byatt, Thompson Adeyemi, Lewis Pearch

Subs: Jaan Stanley for Adeyemi (65), Steve Springett for Penfold (77), Gavin Quintyne for Byatt (77), Kevin Moreno-Gomez
for Dyer (86), George Owusu for Pearch (88)

Billingshurst 1-3 Epsom & Ewell Southern Combination League – Division One – Saturday 22nd April 2023

Cast your mind back to 1984. Lionel Richie was Number 1 with Hello, Margaret Thatcher was Prime Minister and our
boys had just clinched promotion to the Isthmian League Premier Division with a late 2-1 win at Farnborough Town that
secured second place as we waited in the clubhouse for our Secretary to get confirmation of other results on the one
phone they had there.

How times have changed, but if you are under the age of 40, you’ll just have to trust me on this one. It was the last time
we had finished as high as second place in any division. I’ll  be honest, I wasn’t expecting it as I thought Dorking
Wanderers B would win at Mile Oak and we would fall just behind them on goal difference, but a late equaliser for the
Oak enabled us to pinch the runners-up spot (and presumably individual medals for our boys?) against the odds.

We made four changes to our starting line up following our win at Chessington & Hook United some 42 hours earlier with
Steve Springett coming in at the back for Dylan Merchant who was unavailable. Gavin Quintyne and George Owusu came
in for Nick Wilson and Jaevon Dyer who dropped to the bench, while Athan Smith-Joseph who came back in up front ahead
of Jamie Byatt. Or so we thought! As it turned out Johnny “Sonic” Akoto was injured in the warm up and so Byatt came
back in with Lewis Pearch drawing the short straw and finding himself moving from up front to the right back position
with Captain Gideon Acheampong moving over to the left.

But despite the rotations, we scored a goal in the opening ten minutes for the third match in a row. Smith-Joseph got away
down the left and fired a cross in. The ball was palmed away by Ollie Courtney but fell kindly to George Owusu who
guided his volley over everyone and into the far corner for a smart finish in just the fourth minute.

Unfortunately for the third week in a row we let that early lead slip as the hosts drew level just seven minutes later.
Pearch tried to clear the ball under pressure in his unfamiliar position and the ball rebounded kindly for Sam Jobbins who
had time to guide the ball beyond the reach of Tom Theobald into the far corner from just inside the penalty area.

We continued to make chances, particularly on the left, although the end product from Smith-Joseph was proving more of
a threat to the trees behind the goal instead of the Billingshurst keeper. A Pearch chance deflected wide for a corner and
then Owusu found Byatt but he was well marshalled and unable to get a powerful shot away.

We had one scare when a deep free kick was sent into our penalty area and no one took responsibility, leaving Robbie
Tambling unmarked to volley the ball goalwards, but fortunately he was unable to keep the ball down and we went in at
the half ahead on points, but not on the scoreboard.

We thought we had taken the lead early in the second half when Smith-Joseph’s cute through ball found Owusu who
netted from a narrow angle, but he was denied by the Assistant’s flag. Then at the other end we had danger after Alex
Penfold lost the ball, but pulled the striker down to take one for the team. It was an obvious yellow card with Acheampong
covering so no further penalty would follow and the free kick was easily gathered by Theobald. Our keeper was active
again as he had to dive to his left to keep a powerful shot out and another shot went just wide of our goal as we looked a
little wobbly at this stage.

However, we made three substitutions in ten minutes and Dyer then restored our lead within seconds of joining the fray;
cutting in from the left and striking a shot at goal which took a deflection off a defender’s outstretched leg and looped
somewhat harshly over Courtney into the net in the 73rd minute.
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We then had another chance when Dyer’s initial cross was blocked back out to Smith-Joseph whose ball in to the near post
was blazed over the bar by Wilson as the ball bobbled on him just four yards out, but fortunately just a couple of minutes
later in the 79th minute we gained some breathing space when Smith-Joseph tried his luck with a strike that Courtney had
covered, only for the ball to hit him squarely in the hands and just drop apologetically over the line for our third goal!

The hosts were looking visibly tired by now after matches on Tuesday and Thursday and with Dorking Wanderers leading
at this stage, I was aware that two more goals would give us second place even if they held on to win. As it happened
though, we wouldn’t need them as the Mile Oak result went our way. It was all good, although there were a couple of
injury concerns as Springett picked up a broken nose and then in the final minutes Penfold went down having pulled his
groin, which threatens to put a premature end to his season. The injury gave Jack Porter a rare run out for the final
moments, becoming to my knowledge the first person in club history to take the field with a number 21 shirt!

The result and the late drama elsewhere in our favour was reminiscent of that spring evening in 1984 and may well live as
long in the memory. Back then of course, second place guaranteed us automatic promotion, while now we have to win two
playoff matches to secure it, but unlike last season we go into these contests with as much momentum as anyone after
compiling a run of five matches unbeaten with three straight wins. One of those was a 3-2 victory over Selsey who we now
host just two weeks after they last visited and the hope is that we can repeat that victory this coming weekend. To
paraphrase Lionel Richie, “is it promotion you’re looking for?”

Epsom & Ewell: Tom Theobald, Gideon Acheampong, Lewis Pearch, Rory Edwards, Steve Springett, Alex Penfold, George
Owusu, Gavin Quintyne, Jamie Byatt, Thompson Adeyemi, Athan Smith-Joseph

Subs: Jaan Stanley for Adeyemi (62), Nick Wilson for Edwards (72), Jaevon Dyer for Byatt (72), Jack Porter for Penfold
(92)

http://eefconline.co.uk/

Polls apart – from the norm?
27 April 2023

The Epsom Playhouse is listed as one of Surrey’s “quirky” polling stations in the report below from the BBC’s LDRS
(Epsom and Ewell Times’ official news partner). A full list of the polling stations for the Borough of Epsom and Ewell
Council’s upcoming 4th May elections can be FOUND HERE.

When many Surrey voters head out to cast their ballot in local elections on May 4 they will go to the village halls,
community centres and schools that are often used as polling stations.

But some will visit more unusual locations, including a pub, a theatre and a former home for “vagrants and casual
workers” all being used as polling stations.

Local elections are being held in all 11 districts and boroughs across the county, though not all residents will go to the
polls.

Some councils, including Elmbridge, Tandridge and Woking, elect their councillors “by thirds”, meaning one third of
council seats are up for election each time.

Others, including Guildford and Epsom and Ewell, hold “all out” elections every four years.

At the Bull Inn, in Warlingham, people voting in Tandridge District Council elections will be able to grab a pint once they
are done and drink it in the pub’s garden. It is the third time the pub has been used as a polling station, and tea and
coffee will be served in the morning with alcohol available from midday.

While voters in Esher, within Dominic Raab’s parliamentary ward, will tread the boards of the Esher theatre to cast their
vote. A production of City Of Dreams will run at the theatre until April 29, and there is a performance the day after the
vote of Cool Britannia Cabaret.

It’s not the only theatre to be used as a polling station on May 4, with the Epsom Playhouse also being used as a polling
station for voters in Epsom and Ewell’s Town ward.

Some voters in Guildford will have the opportunity to cast their ballot at the Spike in the borough’s Castle ward. The
purpose-built home for vagrants and casual workers, which opened in 1906, was built to separate vagrant workers from
those within the main workhouse. In 2005, the Charlotteville Jubilee Trust fundraised to rescue the building, after a
period of it being used by St Luke’s Hospital before its relocation to the Royal Surrey site, and after it was listed as a
Grade II building. The Community Centre and Heritage Centre now on the site opened in 2008.

http://eefconline.co.uk/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/polls-apart-from-the-norm
https://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/council/elections-and-voting/local-elections/List%20of%20Polling%20Stations%20with%20Postcodes%20-%20Final%204%20May%202023.pdf
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Polling stations on May 4 will be open from 7am until 10pm, and voters should receive a polling card from their district
council to let them know which polling station to attend.

It is also the first local elections where voters nationwide will need to show ID in order to be able to vote.
A full list of accepted forms of voter ID is available on the gov.uk website and the deadline to apply for a Voter Authority
Certificate is 5pm on Tuesday, April 25.

Related Reports:

Epsom and Ewell Local Elections general

Beginning to line up for local elections

Register to vote deadline for elections

4th May Surrey goes to the polls

Turn up to turn downturn in turnout!

Worrying about voter ID law

No photo – no vote!

Epsom’s university to go from millions to zero
27 April 2023

UCA Epsom has secured a multi-million-pound fund to meet a Net Zero target. The University for the Creative Arts (UCA)
in Epsom has been awarded £4.5m in Government funding to decarbonise heating at its campus.

By harnessing new technologies and increasing onsite power generation, the University aims to deliver more than a 90%
reduction in carbon emissions from energy consumption across a ten-year period and meet its commitment to Net Zero
carbon emissions by 2030.   

Professor Mark Ellul, Chief Operating Officer at UCA, said: “Since 2007, our investment in energy efficiency and
onsite renewables, have halved our carbon emissions despite growing as a university. We are now building on this work to
create a step-change in our efforts to reach Net Zero. 

“We are committed to being one of the greenest universities in the UK and this funding is an endorsement of the work we
have already undertaken to deliver greener campuses.”  

Scott Keiller, UCA Sustainability Manager said: “In the coming months we will be developing our plans, aiming to
replace our gas-powered heating with ground source and air  source heat pumps by spring 2025.  We will  also be
significantly increasing our solar power generation to reduce our demand on grid electricity and adding sophisticated
energy control systems and grid connected energy storage.”  

The project will  be funded by the Government’s Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme (PSDS) with the University
committing a similar amount of funding. The Public Sector scheme was initiated by the Department for Energy Security
and Net Zero and it is delivered by Salix Finance. 

Director of Programmes Ian Rodger from Salix Finance said: “The projects at the University of Creative Arts are
ambitious and our teams at Salix are looking forward to being part of the University’s journey to reach its Net Zero
targets.

“The University has made substantial progress in the last few years in reducing its carbon emissions and this PSDS grant
will enable significant further carbon reductions.

“As well as creating greener campuses, the buildings will also be more comfortable for the students, staff and other
visitors to use.”

Surrey Prof. gets £2M for AI driven clean energy
27 April 2023

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/local-elections-4th-may-2023
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/beginning-to-line-up-for-local-elections
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/register-to-vote-deadline-for-elections
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/4th-may-surrey-goes-to-the-polls
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/turn-up-to-turn-downturn-in-turnout
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/worrying-about-voter-id-law
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/no-photo-no-vote
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsoms-university-to-go-from-millions-to-zero
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-prof-gets-2m-for-ai-driven-clean-energy
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The University of Surrey’s Professor Jin Xuan  has won a prestigious Open Fellowship from the Engineering and
Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) to develop the next generation of clean energy devices using advanced
artificial intelligence. 

As well as using electrochemical technology to explore established applications like green hydrogen production and
CO2 reduction, Prof Xuan will also develop future technologies, with a particular focus on cleaner, greener fertilisers. 

Prof Xuan said: 

“Manufacturing fertiliser to help crops grow is hugely carbon intensive, but if we can achieve a breakthrough on the
difficult electrochemical reduction of nitrogen to generate ammonia, we could make significant steps to address this. 

“The answer lies in artificial intelligence to design the complex electrochemical devices, but many existing algorithms in
this area don’t offer explanations for how the AI comes to its conclusions. The relation between the inputs and outputs is a
mystery, but I plan to open the ‘black box’ to find results which are reliable, explainable and transferable.” 

The five-year fellowship will enable Prof Xuan to develop Explainable Artificial Intelligence tools and models which lead to
an automated loop of materials design, manufacturing and testing of electrochemical devices. Prof Xuan will work with
industrial partners from Siemens PSE, Intelligent Energy and Johnson Matthey. 

Prof Xuan said:  

“My ambitions for this research are huge and can only be achieved with long-term support like this. The flexibility offered
to me through this fellowship will enable me to shape my research as findings emerge, following the solutions which
reveal themselves through my work, in partnership with other academics and industry. I’m extremely grateful to the
EPSRC for this support.” 

 President and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Surrey, Professor Max Lu, said: 

“Jin exemplifies Surrey’s values of inspiration and innovation. He is ambitious about solving global challenges, working
collaboratively with interdisciplinary researchers and innovators. We’re very proud of him for winning this fellowship.” 

Spotlight on Epsom’s Film Festival
27 April 2023

Romy Sustar In conversation with the father of The Satisfied Eye International Film Festival (SEIFF), Chris Hastings:

When discussing film festivals, one thinks of the famous five festivals: Venice, Cannes, Berlin, Sundance and Toronto.
However, you might not come up with Epsom when thinking about film festivals in England. 

Q: Is there a film festival in Epsom?

A: The Epsom Film Festival is also known under the name The Satisfied Eye International Film Festival (SEIFF),
and it was launched in 2018. The festival attracted international attention, and in 2020 SEIFF took place at the Odeon in
Epsom just a week before the lockdown. 2021 was a year of uncertainties and lockdowns, so the team decided to plan
ahead, especially after the Picture House announced its arrival in Epsom 2022. Unfortunately, unpredicted delays took
place, and there is still no sign of Picture House opening its doors soon. The good news is that Bourne Hall kindly agreed
to host the film festival, and we are grateful to be part of their exciting rebrand and relaunch between the 26th and 28th

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/spotlight-on-epsoms-film-festival
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of May. 

Q: Why do you think Epsom needs a film festival?

A: In our first year, we carried out an audience survey to discover local likes and habits. Apart from finding out that
Epsom’s two most desired things were a Primark and fewer potholes, we found that many people travel to Wimbledon,
Kingston and Guildford for entertainment. I grew up in Hastings, like living in an episode of The Last of Us. The town
completely reinvigorated and reinvented itself through arts and culture. Many towns and cities have done the same, with
arts and culture driving regeneration. When you ask what Epsom is famous for, most people say Epsom Salts or the
Derby. And nobody is coming to Epsom for the salts, and the Derby is one weekend yearly. So to have any sense of
sustainability and to battle ever-changing shopping habits, there need to be events and attractions that draw people in.
After our first year, we were rated in the top 100 festivals in the world so that we could be a part of that cultural change.

Q: Please share with us a few past SEIFF insights.

A: The festival always finishes with our gala red carpet awards ceremony, our chance to enjoy glitz and glamour. The
awards ceremony is open to everyone, so we always get a mix of our filmmakers and festival goers and local people. It’s
an excellent chance for anyone who has been to any of the screenings to come and meet some of the filmmakers and for
the filmmakers to talk to their audiences. Generally, the audiences like to dress up for the occasion, and filmmakers, like
I, dress down! They’re our mini Oscars with all the awards you’d expect and a few particular to SEIFF. We also have a
People’s Choice award, which goes to the best film chosen by local people who are part of our judging panel. The People’s
Choice is always the first event of the festival, where we screen 90 minutes of the most popular short films as voted by
local filmgoers, and for instance, this year includes one of this year’s Oscar winners.

Q: How can Epsom support the Film Festival?

A: SEIFF is an entirely voluntary event run wholly by local volunteers, and local people’s excitement and enthusiasm help
keep it growing. So, the most important thing is bums on seats and volunteers! We’re lucky to have a loyal following, but
we want to grow because that will allow us to do more events and bring more fun and excitement to the borough!  

Q: Any final thoughts?

A: Every year, some of our films end up at the Oscars or go on to secure big deals. While these are all independent shorts,
feature films, documentaries and animation, the quality is phenomenal, and you’ll see some of the best films you’ve seen
in your life. That’s why a festival like the Satisfied Eye International Film Festival exists. So, save the date and meet us in
Bourne Hall, Spring St, Ewell, Epsom KT17 1UF, between the 26th and 28th of May. 

Q: How would you describe Epsom with one word and why?

A:  Prospect. Epsom is a bit like a rookie footballer or boxer.  There’s huge potential and the possibility to be something
special. It simply needs everyone to come together and help make that happen.  

Q: Where can we find out more about the Epsom film festival? 

A: The best thing to do is follow our FB group at https://www.facebook.com/satisfiedeye.

BUY TICKETS HERE

About Chris:

Chris Hastings is a multi-award-winning writer, director and producer. He has become a familiar name at festivals around
the world. He is the CEO of 1066 Productions,  an independent film and television production company based in London.

 Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/chrishastings1066/

About Romy:

Romana Sustar is a multilingual freelance journalist, University Language Tutor, accomplished marketer and owner of 
Epsom Digital Ltd., a local digital marketing agency.

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/romanasustar/

The Great  Epsom Bike  Off  raises  money  for  the
Children’s Trust
27 April 2023

https://www.facebook.com/satisfiedeye
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/satisfiedeyeinternationalfilmfestival/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chrishastings1066/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/romanasustar/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/the-great-epsom-bike-off-raises-money-for-the-childrens-trust
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/the-great-epsom-bike-off-raises-money-for-the-childrens-trust
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On Saturday 15th April, Epsom based PR agency, The Oracle Group, and its partner charity, The Children’s Trust, held
The Great Epsom Bike Off at The Ashley Centre in Epsom raising an extraordinary figure of nearly £700. Inspired by
the agency’s Chief Development Officer, Clare Sanderson, running the London Marathon 2023 to raise vitally-needed
funds on Sunday 23rd April, the event saw the two organisations and members of the public cycle the distance of the
London to
Brighton Cycle Ride.

Leading multi-service communications agency, The Oracle Group chose The Children’s Trust as one of its charities of the
year.  The Children’s  Trust  is  the UK’s leading charity for  children with brain injury and neurodisability.  Based in
Tadworth, Surrey, it delivers rehabilitation, education and community services through skilled teams for children, young
people and their families.

Throughout the event, volunteers took part in a challenge to cycle 54 miles on two bikes loaned by Pure Gym Epsom, to
complete the distance of the London to Brighton Cycle Ride. Journalist and news presenter, Nicholas Owen, who is an
ambassador of The Children’s Trust, also attended the event and helped the team reach the target mileage.

Supported by GoEpsom and The Ashley Centre, the event included a wide range of activities for the local community to
enjoy including performances by young dancers from local dance school, the Terri-Jayne School of Dance. Visitors also
enjoyed face painting by Bee Happy Facepainting, a Meet and Greet with Ashley Bear and The Children’s Trust’s Mascot,
and lots of activities available on the children’s crafts table.

A group of children supported by The Children’s Trust came along to the event with their carers and families, enjoying the
activities and dance performance. Throughout the day some of the families’ stories were shared on a big screen and a few
who had previously been helped by The Childrens Trust also stopped by to enjoy the event.

Partnerships Manager Kat Caddick comments: “We are incredibly grateful to The Oracle Group for organising this
brilliant event and to all of the organisations and individuals who have generously given their time and donations. Some of
our amazing children and their families had a lovely time and it was a great opportunity to raise awareness of the work we
do and why donations are so vital. We would also like to thank Clare for her brave commitment to running the marathon,
the dancers from Terri-Jayne’s School of Dance, our face painter and GoEpsom.”

Clare Sanderson, Chief Development Officer at The Oracle Group comments: “We are delighted that this event has been
such a success. We have been working hard over the past few months to plan today and couldn’t have done it without the
generous donations and help from local businesses. The work that The Children’s Trust does is phenomenal and I am
excited (and a bit  apprehensive!)  to run the marathon for them this weekend. We look forward to continuing our
partnership with the charity throughout the year.”

The partnership has already seen The Oracle Group volunteer in The Children’s Trust’s charity shops in Reigate and
Redhill, where two teams competed to raise the most money. Over £2,000 was raised on this day and more fundraising
plans are in the pipeline for the rest of the year.

Surrey Police secretly recorded public’s calls with
officers
27 April 2023

You probably knew 999 calls are recorded but did you know your conversations with individual Surrey Police Officers
were being secretly recorded without you knowing? Surrey Police has escaped a fine for its mass breach of privacy and
has received a serious reprimand from the UK’s data authority. The Information Commissioner Office issued yesterday the
press release below.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-police-secretly-recorded-publics-calls-with-officers
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-police-secretly-recorded-publics-calls-with-officers
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The Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) has issued a reprimand to Surrey Police following the rollout of an app
that recorded phone conversations and unlawfully captured personal data.

In June 2020, the ICO became aware that staff members across both police forces had access to an app that recorded all
incoming and outgoing phone calls. 1,015 staff members downloaded the app onto their work mobile phones and more
than 200,000 recordings of phone conversations, likely with victims, witnesses, and perpetrators of suspected crimes,
were automatically saved.

The ICO considered it highly likely that the app captured a large variety of personal data during these calls and it
considered that the processing of some of this data was unfair and unlawful. Police officers that downloaded the app were
unaware that all calls would be recorded, and people were not informed that their conversations with officers were being
recorded.

The app was first made available in 2016 and was originally intended to be used as recording software by a small number
of specific officers, but Surrey Police and Sussex Police chose to make the app available for all staff to download. The app
has now been withdrawn from use and the recordings, other than those considered to be evidential material, have been
destroyed.

The ICO has applied its revised public sector approach to this case – instead of issuing a £1m fine to both Surrey Police
and Sussex Police, they have each received a formal reprimand. The ICO’s approach aims to reduce the impact of fines on
those accessing public services and to encourage greater data protection compliance from public authorities to prevent
harms from occurring in the first place.

“Sussex Police and Surrey Police failed to use people’s personal data lawfully by recording hundreds of thousands of
phone calls without their knowledge. People have the right to expect that when they speak to a police officer, the
information they disclose is handled responsibly. We can only estimate the huge amount of personal data collected during
these conversations, including highly sensitive information relating to suspected crimes.

“The reprimand reflects the use of the ICO’s wider powers towards the public sector as large fines could lead to reduced
budgets for the provision of vital services. This case highlights why the ICO is pursuing a different approach, as fining
Surrey Police and Sussex Police risks impacting the victims of crime in the area once again.

“This case should be a lesson learned to any organisation planning to introduce an app, product or service that uses
people’s personal  data.  Organisations must consider people’s data protection rights and implement data protection
principles from the very start.”

– Stephen Bonner, ICO Deputy Commissioner – Regulatory Supervision

Recommendations
The ICO recommended that Surrey Police and Sussex Police should take action to ensure their compliance with data
protection law, including:

Deployment of any new apps should consider data protection at the very beginning and document the process. A
specific team should consider the method and means of data processing, with remedial action taken to ensure
processing is compliant with current data protection legislation prior to the app being deployed.

Instruction and data protection guidance should be issued to staff in respect of the use of any apps, with officers
required to confirm that issued guidance has been read and understood.

Review existing policies and procedures to ensure that adequate consideration has been given to data subject
rights during the processing of personal data and special category data.

Review the content of data protection training, particularly in respect of law enforcement processing.

The ICO has asked Surrey Police and Sussex Police to provide details of actions taken to address these recommendations
within three months of the reprimand being issued.

Surrey joining up to tackle violence against women
27 April 2023

https://ico.org.uk/action-weve-taken/enforcement/surrey-police/
https://ico.org.uk/about-the-ico/media-centre/news-and-blogs/2022/06/ico-sets-out-revised-approach-to-public-sector-enforcement/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-joining-up-to-tackle-violence-against-women
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A new countywide, partnership strategy has been agreed to boost the county’s collective efforts to end Violence Against
Women and Girls in Surrey. Work will now commence with partners across Surrey on an action plan to support work over
the next three-years

The  Surrey  Partnership  VAWG  Strategy  was  developed  with  the  County’s  key  partners,  including  survivors  and
communities, specialist service provision, police, education and health, to build upon the extensive work already in
progress to end VAWG, such as our Safer Streets initiative. The response will address VAWG across four pillars: Prepare,
Prevent, Protect and Pursue. These pillars underpin four key objectives: prevent violence against women and girls,
support victims and survivors, hold perpetrators to account and partnership working.

The strategy frames all crime types we know to disproportionally affect women and girls, such as domestic abuse, sexual
offences, and ‘honour’ based abuse, under the framework of tackling violence against women and girls.

It goes wider to include educating children on respectful relationships, tackling sexism in the office, and harassment and
intimidation of women and girls in Surrey’s communities. The County recognise that VAWG impacts LGBTQ+, minoritised
communities and children and adults with care and support needs in different ways, and the authority will  look to
collaborate with specialist service provision to ensure an intersectional approach to supporting all survivors, and work to
break down additional barriers.

Harnessing the experiences and knowledge of all partners across the County’s multi-agency network, the strategy will set
out its shared vision, principles, and commitments. The governance framework will ensure accountability and enable
effective implementation of action plans by their partners.

Informed by the lived experience of women and girls within Surrey, the work of the partnership will help to empower
survivors, help them to feel safe and be safe, hold perpetrators to account and bring them to justice.

Joanna Killian, Chief Executive Surrey County Council said: “With the launch of our new county wide partnership VAWG
strategy we strive to  end violence against  women and girls  in  Surrey.  The safety  of  women and girls  within our
communities is a top priority for us, and we must ensure that they have opportunities to flourish without fear for their
safety. For too long abuse, violence, and harmful attitudes towards women and girls has been allowed to thrive, this stops
with us. This partnership strategy ensures collective action to tackle all forms of VAWG within Surrey, and we hope to be
a beacon of best practice for other counties across the UK. Together, with our residents, specialist services, partners, and
the expertise of women and girls, we will achieve our collective goal.”

Voter ID deadline warning
27 April 2023

Epsom and Ewell Times has reported before about anxieties around the new requirement for photo ID for voters at the
upcoming local elections 4th May. LDRS reports on anxieties in the Surrey Borough of Runnymede which are no doubt
shared in Epsom and Ewell:

Don’t leave getting your voter ID for the May local elections sorted until the last minute. That is the message from
Runnymede Borough Council’s election manager as the deadline to secure proof approaches.

Local elections are taking place this year on Thursday May 4 and this year, for the first time, every voter heading to a
polling station in England must show a photo ID in order to cast their ballot.

https://www.healthysurrey.org.uk/domestic-abuse/professionals/surrey-violence-against-women-and-girls-strategy
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/5904-2
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Councils across Surrey have been rolling out communication pushes as the “last thing they want” is to be turning people
away at the polls. Kath Richards is the election manager for Runnymede Borough Council. She said: “The deadline to
apply for voter id is April 25 at 5pm. After the 25th there is nothing they can do. My concern is people will leave it until
the last minute. The nearer the election day they’ve got to rely on the post. If they leave it they might have to collect it
themselves. We don’t know if there is going to be a rush.”

There are a host of valid IDs that will be accepted on the day, including expired official documents such as passports, so
long as there is still a strong resemblance to the photograph.

Those who do not own an accepted ID can apply for what is known as the free Voter Authority Certificate – a fast track
card that will allow people to vote.

However, the deadline to apply is fast approaching leading to fears some may leave it too late. Applying for the voter card
can be done online. Residents upload a photo of themselves and it lands with the council where it is then checked to
ensure the person is who they say they are.

After that it is sent to a printing company in Sunderland before being posted back to people’s homes.

So far Runnymede has received about 60 applications – which have come through ‘in dribs and drabs’ despite the
communications push that saw notices go up on bins, banners and through people’s doors.

She said: “We don’t want people to turn up on the day and not be able to vote because they’ve not got the right
information. The ID needs to be an original document. I’ve got a picture of my passport on my phone but I can’t use it. I
can be an out of date passport as long as the picture bears a resemblance. If you still look like the picture in your passport
it will still be accepted. I don’t want to be in a position where somebody says they don’t know about it. The last thing we
want to do is turn people away.”

She estimates that there are between two and eight per cent of the voting population who do not have a valid photo ID.

Not a massive figure in a population of about 60,000 voters but enough to potentially swing the balance in wards where
there is a small majority.

Accepted forms of photo ID:

You can use any of the following accepted forms of photo ID when voting at a polling station.

International travel
Passport issued by the UK, any of the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man, a British Overseas Territory, an EEA state or a
Commonwealth country

Driving and Parking
Driving licence issued by the UK, any of the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man, or an EEA state (this includes a provisional
driving licence)
A Blue Badge

Local travel
Older Person’s Bus Pass funded by the Government of the United Kingdom
Disabled Person’s Bus Pass funded by the Government of the United Kingdom
Oyster 60+ Card funded by the Government of the United Kingdom
Freedom Pass
Scottish National Entitlement Card
60 and Over Welsh Concessionary Travel Card
Disabled Person’s Welsh Concessionary Travel Card
Senior SmartPass issued in Northern Ireland
Registered Blind SmartPass or Blind Person’s SmartPass issued in Northern Ireland
War Disablement SmartPass issued in Northern Ireland
60+ SmartPass issued in Northern Ireland
Half Fare SmartPass issued in Northern Ireland

Proof of age
Identity card bearing the Proof of Age Standards Scheme hologram (a PASS card)
Other government issued documents
Biometric immigration document
Ministry of Defence Form 90 (Defence Identity Card)
National identity card issued by an EEA state
Electoral Identity Card issued in Northern Ireland
Voter Authority Certificate
Anonymous Elector’s Document

The name on your ID should be the same name you used to register to vote.

Those who have registered to vote anonymously and want to vote in person, need to apply for an Anonymous Elector’s
Document.

Voter ID cards can be applied for via the Government’s website

Related reports:

Register to vote deadline for elections

Worrying about voter ID law

https://voter-authority-certificate.service.gov.uk/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/register-to-vote-deadline-for-elections
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/worrying-about-voter-id-law
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No photo – no vote!

(Image: SecretLondon Creative Commons)

Vital points for local football team
27 April 2023

On Saturday Epsom and Ewell  FC  secured an extremely important  three points  against  promotion rivals  Selsey,
defeating them by the same score line of 3-2 that we had in deepest Sussex back in March. As with that match, this
encounter contained some twists and turns but ultimately went our way due to another late winner, this time from Lewis
Pearch, whose first goal for our club may turn out to be one of the most important of the season.

Going into this contest, we already knew that two wins from our remaining three matches would guarantee us the second
playoff spot, barring a very unlikely swing of goal difference, but we also knew that Selsey still had aspirations to qualify
themselves, so this was always going to be a tight encounter. With current Manager Barry Gartell away, Matt Chapman
again took charge and we made just one change to the starting eleven from Wednesday’s draw against Mile Oak with
Steve Springett coming in for the absent Kevin Moreno-Gomez. However, Springett was not played in his regular left back
slot in this match, instead playing in the centre of defence with Gideon Acheampong reverting to right back and Johnny
“Sonic” Akoto moving over to the left, maybe as a design to try to use his speed to keep visiting danger man Shane Brazil
as quiet as possible, and the pair of them had a decent battle today.

We needed a good start and for the first time in weeks, we got one in the ninth minute. A superb interchange of passes
between Jaan Stanley and Jaevon Dyer on the right resulted in a ball across the edge of the penalty area to Athan Smith-
Joseph, who took a touch, headed back across to the right before suddenly drilling the ball back across Syd Davies into
the Selsey net from 18 yards.

Unfortunately that would prove to be the extent of Smith-Joseph’s involvement as he aggravated his hamstring a few
minutes later and limped off, to be replaced on the left wing by Pearch. Hopefully he will not be out for very long as it was
clear that our replacement didn’t really carry the same threat in a position that admittedly isn’t his primary one.

Another injury would also prove pivotal in the 28th minute as a couple of our players went up with Davies for a right wing
cross and Stanley collided with the keeper, catching him around the knee. I’ll be honest, it looked fairly innocuous at the
time but despite treatment Davies would require another bit of work with the physio shortly after and was strapped up for
the remainder of the half before being replaced at half time by Ryan Matlock.

At this point, I was hoping that our players would get a chance to test him out with a couple of shots, but the visitors were
actually getting back into the match and kept the ball away from him for a while. Then things got worse for us as they
equalised from a harmless looking free kick over on the Selsey left wing in the 40th minute as Corey Burns nipped ahead
of Tom Theobald to reach the near post delivery and flick it past him from close range, although it would have been nice
to have seen a defender somewhere near him!

However, before half time we were back in front. Jamie Byatt collected the ball around twenty yards out in the third
minute of injury time and decided that he did indeed want to test their limping keeper out, striking a beauty from twenty
yards that just sailed over the rather stationary Davies. It was a superb piece of opportunism and of all the 40, yes 40
goals Byatt has now scored for us in under two seasons, this was probably the one that was from the furthest distance!

We were arguably a little fortunate to be ahead at the half, but it was irrelevant soon after anyway as the visitors
equalised in the 51st minute. We had already had a scare when Brazil’s shot had gone wide of the goal, but from a corner
shortly afterwards, Theobald tried to punch the ball clear, only to knock the ball straight onto the shoulder of Bradley
Vaughan from where the ball rebounded into the net.

At 2-2 this match really could have gone either way. We wobbled for a few minutes and Theobald redeemed himself with a
superb double save after a Selsey shot had rebounded back to a striker off the foot of his right hand post, blocking the
subsequent header and then a follow up shot which he turned wide for a corner.

With the clock on 68 minutes we brought on Thompson Adeyemi and Rory Edwards to give us fresh legs and Adeyemi set
up Dyer who crumpled under a challenge from Matlock, even though there was no contact and was fortunate not to be
booked for simulation, although Burns did pick up a card for Selsey around the same time for a handball.

As we started to enter the closing stages though, we began to get a little more possession and Springett sent a thirty yard
free kick just wide of the post. With George Owusu already on for Dyer, Alex Penfold then came on for Nick Wilson with
Springett moving over onto the left wing and releasing Pearch to a more central position alongside Byatt. This tactical
move would prove pivotal in the 91st minute as a deep Penfold free kick was only headed half clear by Bradley Higgins-
Pearce under pressure from Adeyemi and the ball fell to Pearch, standing just beyond the penalty spot and he guided his
header over everyone and into the net for what proved to be the winner.

At the end there was a lot of celebration from our players, perhaps too much when considering that we still have much

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/no-photo-no-vote
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/vital-points-for-local-football-team
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work to do to gain promotion. However, part of this probably came from the relief of winning a match that looked like it
was turning against us and also guaranteed us a playoff spot, so it was understandable. Now we have to make sure that
we get three more points to ensure that this home match wasn’t our last ever at Fetcham Grove. We’re not quite ready to
leave just yet!

Epsom & Ewell: Tom Theobald, Gideon Acheampong, Johnny Akoto, Nick Wilson, Dylan Merchant, Steve Springett, Jaevon
Dyer, Gavin Quintyne, Jamie Byatt, Jaan Stanley, Athan Smith-Joseph

Subs: Lewis Pearch for Smith-Joseph (17), Thompson Adeyemi for Stanley (68), Rory Edwards for Quintyne (68), George
Owusu for Dyer (78), Alex Penfold for Wilson (85)

Two Epsom brownfield developments?
27 April 2023

With local controversies about the draft Local Plan eyeing up Green Belt, Epsom and Ewell Borough Council soon
decides on two Town proposals. LDRS reports:

Plans for a care home on the site of the former Epsom police station and ambulance station are set for refusal by
councillors. The planned building, a 96-bed care in Church Street in Epsom, would be over three to five storeys, but
council officers have raised concern about its “overly-domineering” impact on the surrounding area.

A meeting of Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s planning committee on Thursday (April 20) will make a decision on the
application.

The 96 bedrooms in the proposed home would provide nursing, residential and dedicated dementia care, and would have
en suite wet rooms.

There are 20 listed buildings in the The Church Street Conservation Area, which wraps around the south and west ends of
the site. Officers said the scale, form, design and materials of the plans would cause “cause less than substantial harm” to
the nearby listed buildings including Hermitage (Grade II Listed), Ashley Cottages (Grade II Listed) and The Cedars
(Grade II* Listed).

A council report into the care home said the building would “represent an overly domineering and incongruous addition
that would fail to integrate with the prevailing character and appearance of the area”.

Concerns were also raised about the future of trees on the site including a cedar and a lime tree during excavation works
for the development.

At the same meeting, councillors should make a decision on a plan for 20 homes in a five- and six-storey development on
the corner of West Street and Station Approach in the town.

The plans, which would include just two affordable homes and five parking spaces, received 51 letters of objection raising
concerns about the impact on the character of the town, and the loss of the existing building.
Officers have recommended the plans be approved, which would include the demolition of the current 1905 building
which was originally a corn and coal merchants.

The redevelopment of the former Gillespie’s Bakery building has been objected to by the county council’s highways
authority, because of the need to reduce the width of the existing pavement and cycle path.

Under a previous application, the highways authority had not objected to plans, but since then a stronger policy had been
adopted to improve travel methods for pedestrians and cyclists, leading to the objection.

Despite the five car parking spaces not meeting the council’s guidelines for parking, an officers’ report said: “The site is in
a highly sustainable location with access to a number of public transport modes and the displaced parking can be
accommodated in adjacent public car parks and via on street parking.”

The two affordable homes in the plans also fall below the council’s affordable housing recommendations, but a 40 per cent
provision would “substantially affect the overall viability of the scheme”, according to council documents.

The meeting will take place on Thursday, April 20 at 7.30pm.

Related reports:

West Street developers climbing down enough?

From custody to caring – new plans for Epsom’s old nick.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/two-epsom-brownfield-developments
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/west-street-developers-climbing-down-enough
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/from-custody-to-caring-new-plans-for-epsoms-old-nick
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Oiling the wheels of justice on Surrey Hills
27 April 2023

The High Court legal challenge into oil drilling at Dunsfold has been confirmed for June 8. The case will examine planning
permission granted for exploratory drilling of £123million of oil near the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty.

The UK Oil and Gas (UKOG) was originally refused planning permission to search for fossil fuels at Loxley Well in
Dunsfold in December 2020 by Surrey County Council’s planning committee.

UKOG appealed in June 2022 after a public inquiry and was given the green light by the Department of Levelling Up,
Housing and Communities, led by Surrey Heath MP Michael Gove.

Almost immediately, Waverley Borough Council challenged the appeal decision in the High Court with £13,000 set
aside for the legal challenge.

In March this year anti-fracking campaigners celebrated the news that the case would be heard in the High Court after
being granted a judicial review.

The June 8 date was pencilled in for the hearing, and this week it was set in stone after some discussion over potentially
moving the date.

The case has been picked up by the Good Law Project and is being challenged on two fronts. The first, they argue,
relates to the “inconsistency in decision-making by the Secretary of State” who approved Dunsfold drilling the same day
he refused a comparable site in Ellesmere Port over greenhouse gas emissions. The second argument relates to the
drilling site being on the edge of an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and national policy requires planning
decisions to give great weight to “conserving and enhancing landscape and scenic beauty” in AONBs.

Good Law Project legal manager, Jennine Walker said: “Let’s be clear: exploiting our natural landscape for fossil fuels
should be a thing of the past and is completely at odds with our crucial efforts to reach net-zero. This is why we are
delighted to be supporting the next stage of Protect Dunsfold’s legal challenge which seeks to overturn the Government’s
scandalous decision to overrule the local council and give the green light to a gas exploration scheme in the Surrey Hills.

“The High Court recently confirmed Protect Dunsfold’s case is arguable and we now look forward to the hearing in June at
which we hope the Judge will overturn the Government’s scandalous decision”.

MP Jeremy Hunt said the plans should be “formally shelved” altogether.

A crowdfunding page has also been launched for those looking to support the legal challenge.

Related reports:

Surrey MPs oppose each other on drills in the hills

The Hills Are Alive With the Sound of Drilling… ?

Fractious Court case anticipated

Image: Residents strongly campaigned against an exploratory well (Image: Surrey Advertiser)
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