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Ada of Surrey inspires big AI project
Drawing inspiration from Ada Lovelace, who resided in Surrey, a computing pioneer and translator who overcame societal
barriers in the 19th century, the “ADA network” based at Surrey University aims to usher in a transformative era of AI research
focused on digital inclusion.

Augusta Ada King, Countess of Lovelace (née Byron; 10 December 1815 – 27 November 1852) was an English mathematician
and writer, chiefly known for her work on Charles Babbage’s proposed mechanical general-purpose computer, the Analytical
Engine. She was the first to recognise that the machine had applications beyond pure calculation. In 1835, she married the first
Earl of Lovelace, becoming Lady King. They had a home in Ockham Park, Surrey.

The  University  of  Surrey  has  been  granted  a  multi-million-pound  award  from  the  Leverhulme Trust  to  spearhead  a
groundbreaking initiative aimed at ensuring equitable access to artificial intelligence (AI)-powered digital media. This ambitious
project, named the Leverhulme Doctoral Scholarships Network for AI-Enabled Digital Accessibility (ADA), will receive a grant of
£2.15 million over eight years.

Professor Sabine Braun, ADA Director at the University of Surrey, emphasized the importance of digital media accessibility,
stating that it is pivotal for engaging with various aspects of life, from public information to entertainment. The ADA project aims
to leverage AI technology to make digital content accessible to individuals of all ages, languages, cognitive and sensory abilities,
and physical mobility.

In today’s digital landscape, interacting with digital content involves complex sensory inputs. However, accessibility issues arise
when individuals cannot access content in their preferred language or format. While traditional methods like text subtitles or
simplified versions have been used to address these challenges, the sheer volume of digital  content necessitates AI-driven
solutions.

The ADA project seeks to advance AI-driven accessibility solutions by integrating insights from the humanities and social sciences
to better understand user needs.

The Surrey Institute for People-Centred AI (PAI) will host the ADA project, aligning with its mission to advance AI from a human-
centric perspective. The project will draw expertise from three renowned research centers at the University of Surrey: the Centre
for Translation Studies (CTS), the Centre for Vision, Speech and Signal Processing (CVSSP), and the Nature Inspired Computer
and Engineering Research Group (NICE).

CTS will contribute expertise in language and translation technology to improve media accessibility, while CVSSP will leverage its
world-leading AI and computer vision capabilities. NICE will provide specific expertise in knowledge-driven AI and machine
translation for under-resourced languages.

Professor Adrian Hilton, Director of PAI and CVSSP, highlighted ADA’s vision to establish a hub for high-quality research
training in  AI-enabled  digital  accessibility.  By  collaborating  with  Surrey’s  Digital  World  Research Centre  (DWRC),  Digital
Societies, and Brain and Behaviour research groups, the ADA project aims to drive meaningful advancements in AI accessibility,
ensuring that media services are accessible and inclusive for all individuals and society.

Image: Daguerreotype by Antoine Claudet and Surrey University’s newest lab that has 200 machines which are each equipped
with a Nvidia Quadro P4000 Graphics Card: useful for intensive jobs that require multiple cores in areas such as data science, AI
and deep learning. 

LibDems call “Love All” for local tennis
With charges pending for using Epsom and Ewell Borough Council tennis courts the local LibDems ask for free sport for low
income players.

In a bid to bolster recreational opportunities and promote an active lifestyle within the community, Epsom & Ewell Borough
Council has joined forces with the Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) to revitalize public tennis courts across the borough.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ada-of-surrey-inspires-big-ai-project
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/libdems-cry-love-all-for-local-tennis
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The LTA has pledged £26,650 towards the refurbishment of a dozen tennis courts spread across key recreational areas including
Auriol Park, Alexandra Recreation Ground, Court Recreation Ground, Gibraltar Recreation Ground and Poole Road Recreation
Ground.

The initiative encompasses a comprehensive upgrade plan featuring state-of-the-art gate access technology, the implementation
of a user-friendly online booking platform, and court enhancements geared towards ensuring top-tier facilities for local residents.

Beyond the infrastructural improvements, the partnership also promises an array of activities catered to all age groups and skill
levels.  Weekly  complimentary  tennis  sessions,  inclusive  of  equipment  provision,  will  eliminate  barriers  to  entry,  fostering
inclusivity and accessibility. Additionally, Local Tennis Leagues will host friendly competitions, promoting a sociable and active
lifestyle within the community.

The Council will roll out a ‘pay as you play’ scheme across all tennis courts in the borough, slated for implementation in the
coming year. The generated revenue will be reinvested to maintain and enhance the borough’s tennis infrastructure, ensuring its
longevity for future generations.

Cllr  John Beckett,  (RA Auriol  Ward)  Chair  of  the Environment  Committee,  expressed enthusiasm over  the collaboration,
emphasizing its significance in bolstering community well-being and fostering a culture of physical activity.  He lauded the
forthcoming free coaching sessions as pivotal in diversifying tennis participation across socioeconomic backgrounds.

Julie Porter, Chief Operating Officer at the LTA, echoed Beckett’s sentiments, highlighting the project’s alignment with the UK
Government  and  LTA’s  Parks  Tennis  Project.  She  affirmed  the  commitment  to  providing  enduring  tennis  facilities,  thus
broadening access to the sport.

In response to the impending introduction of charges for tennis court usage, Cllr James Lawrence, (LibDem College Ward) has
launched a petition advocating for free access for disadvantaged groups. The petition proposes complimentary access for children
during weekends and school holidays, as well as free usage for households receiving council tax support and other benefits.

The petition underscores the importance of preserving equitable access to public amenities, particularly for vulnerable segments
of the population. As the council deliberates on the matter, stakeholders await a decision that balances fiscal responsibility with
social inclusivity, ensuring that tennis remains an accessible pursuit for all within the community.

Related reports:

Anyone for tennis? If you pay.

Tennis at 95 is the norm.

Dementia nurses coming closer to Epsom
Dementia UK, the specialist dementia nursing charity, in partnership with Leeds Building Society, is launching free face-to-face
‘Closer to Home’ clinics to provide life-changing support to families living with dementia in Epsom. 

The clinics will be held in the Epsom branch of Leeds Building Society, bringing emotional and practical support closer to
families with dementia through the charity’s specialist dementia nurses, known as Admiral Nurses. Dementia UK’s Closer to
Home clinics will run on 28th and 29th of February and the 5th, 6th and 7th of March 2024.  

The face-to-face clinic will offer a safe, comfortable, and private space for families to discuss any aspect of dementia and receive
the specialist support of Admiral Nurses. Between June 2021 and December 2023, over 4,000 families have been helped through
Dementia UK’s ‘Closer to Home’  clinics, and the charity has partnered with Leeds Building Society to offer in-person support
across the United Kingdom since 2022.  

Nationwide research conducted by Dementia UK into the impact of dementia revealed that nearly half (47%) of people in the
South East of England have been affected by dementia, and 51% of people in the region are worried about how a diagnosis would
affect their relationships with family and friends. Only 16% of people in the South East have heard of Dementia UK’s specialist
Admiral Nurses. 

In April 2020, Dementia UK and Leeds Building Society announced a four-year partnership to raise £700,000 to help over 2,500
families with dementia across the UK. As part of this partnership, the innovative ‘Closer to Home’ project was also launched in
June 2021, to improve access to dementia care and support. 

https://www.epsomewelllibdems.uk/petition-re-hospital/petition-re-tennis-courts
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/anyone-for-tennis-if-you-pay
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/tennis-at-95-is-the-norm
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/dementia-nurses-coming-closer-to-epsom
https://www.dementiauk.org/get-support/admiral-nurse-clinics/closer-to-home/
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The partnership’s initial target of £500,000 has now been exceeded. Thanks to this, Dementia UK has been able to develop and
deliver virtual appointments with specialist dementia nurses for an even larger number of families and individuals. 

Hannah Gardner, Admiral Nurse at Dementia UK, said: 

“We’re proud to bring our Closer to Home project to Epsom to offer specialist face-to-face clinics in the area. We know the
difficulties that families in Epsom and the surrounding area often experience. We know that dementia doesn’t just affect the
person with the diagnosis: families, friends, and carers are also impacted.  

“Dementia is a huge and growing health crisis – someone in the UK develops dementia every three minutes. This means it’s more
important than ever for us to reach families and offer one on one support from our dementia specialist Admiral Nurses. From
worries about memory problems to understanding a dementia diagnosis and how the condition progresses, we will be providing
practical and emotional advice on caring for someone who lives with this progressive condition, along with giving advice on
financial and legal issues.” 

Richard Fearon, CEO of Leeds Building Society, said: 

“Dementia UK was voted as our charity partner by our members and colleagues, and we are thrilled to have raised over £700,000
for them, exceeding the £500,000 fundraising target we set ourselves at the start of this partnership.“

Dementia UK’s Closer to Home clinics will take place in Epsom on the 28th and 29th of February and the 5th, 6th and 7th of March
2024. 

To book a confidential and in-person appointment with an Admiral Nurse, visit dementiauk.org/closer-to-home 

dementiauk.org

Surrey’s Tory MPs exiting the County
Kwasi Kwarteng the Conservative MP for Spelthorne has just joined four other of his Party’s Surrey colleagues in announcing he
will not stand at the upcoming General Election. Surrey has 11 constituencies and all are held by Conservatives.

With Paul Beresford MP for Mole Valley, Dominic Raab MP for Esher and Walton, Crispin Blunt MP for Reigate and Banstead and
our own Chris Grayling  MP for Epsom and Ewell,  all  having confirmed they are not going to run, this leaves 6 Surrey
Conservative MPs still standing.

One can expect Michael Gove MP for Surrey Heath and Jeremy Hunt MP for South-West Surrey, who serve in the Cabinet, to seek
re-election. Leaving Jonathan Lord MP for Woking, Ben Spencer MP for Runnymede and Weybridge, Angela Richardson MP for
Guildford and Claire Coutinho MP for East Surrey assumed to be still up for the fight.

Epsom and Ewell Conservatives have already put in place their new prospective Parliamentary Candidate, Mhairi Fraser, an
anti-corruption lawyer.

She will be challenged by Helen Maguire of the Liberal Democrats, Gina Miller of the True and Fair Party and Steve Mckenna
of the Green Party. Labour has yet to select its Prospective Parliamentary Candidate.

Related Reports:

Conservatives adopt new contender for Parliament

Grayling not to contest a seventh election

Esher & Walton up for GRaabs

Surrey’s longest sitting MP to stand-down

https://www.dementiauk.org/get-support/admiral-nurse-clinics/closer-to-home/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surreys-tory-mps-exiting-the-county
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/conservatives-adopt-new-contender-for-parliament
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/grayling-not-to-contest-a-seventh-election
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/esher-walton-up-for-graabs
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/5063-2
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Surrey boost for mental health includes Epsom
Surrey County Council has announced a significant investment of £3.6 million from the Mental Health Investment Fund (MHIF)
into 13 innovative, community-focused projects. This allocation follows a previous grant of £530,000 in 2023 to 9 projects. The
overarching goal of these initiatives is to bolster emotional well-being, with a dual focus on preventing poor mental health and
providing support for those already grappling with mental health challenges.

The MHIF operates in collaboration with Surrey Heartlands Health and Care Partnership.

The 2019 Surrey Health and Wellbeing Strategy guides the allocation of MHIF funds, emphasizing the reduction of health
inequalities and targeting specific groups and neighbourhoods. The MHIF focuses on prevention, dismantling barriers, and
empowering individuals to proactively improve their emotional health and well-being.

Mark Nuti, Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for Health, expressed delight in the diverse allocation of the second round of
funding. Spread across all 11 districts and boroughs of Surrey, the funds support a range of organizations employing innovative,
community-focused approaches to address mental health challenges.

In the table summarizing mental health projects in Surrey, here are the projects targeting Epsom and Ewell and frequently the
Court Ward area in Epsom in particular, among other areas in Surrey.

Emerge Advocacy

Supports people aged 10-25 who are in A&E because of self-harm, a suicide attempt or emotional crisis, 7pm – 11pm when many
other services are closed, and hospital staff are very busy. The MHIF funding will allow Emerge to expand their post hospital
follow up support so that young people and their families do not have to endure long waits for support during their most
vulnerable moments. Emerge Advocacy runs Emerge projects in the Royal Surrey, Epsom, Frimley and East Surrey hospitals.

Other projects involving Epsom and Ewell include: 

Barnardo’s Paediatric Parenting Service

Target District: Court in Epsom

Description: Barnardo’s will provide support to parents/carers of children under 6 years old, diagnosed with autism
and/or ADHD, in key neighbourhoods, including Court.

Funding: £409,609

Duration: 2.5 years

PAPYRUS: Prevention of Young Suicide

Target District:
Year 1: Court in Epsom

Description:  PAPYRUS aims to expand its impact in Surrey schools through various initiatives, including direct
intervention in specific neighbourhoods.

Funding: £139,834

Duration: 2 years

YMCA: Step Forward

Target District:
Epsom and Ewell

Hooley, Merstham, Netherne, Tattenham Corner, Preston, Horley Central and South, Redhill West, Wray
Common

Description: Step Forward addresses the gap in service provision for young adults with poor mental health, including

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-boost-for-mental-health-includes-epsom
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those in Epsom and Ewell and surrounding districts.

Duration: Not specified in the provided information

These  projects  aim to  provide  various  forms of  support,  from inclusive  wellbeing coaching to  parenting services,  suicide
prevention, and support for young adults, specifically in the mentioned districts of Epsom, Ewell, and Epsom Court.

Epsom dig deep to beat Gravesend
Sutton & Epsom RFC 21 Gravesend 19. Saturday 3rd February.

It has reached the business end of the campaign and for all clubs a studious look at the table and
the remaining fixtures will determine their aspirations. For Sutton & Epsom and Gravesend it was a
fixture that would relieve relegation fears for the victor but increase anxiety for the defeated.
When the clubs met earlier this season on the Rectory Field it was a match rather ruined by the
referee’s penchant for puritanical pedantry as the crowd endured an endless stream of penalties.
Gravesend triumphed 36-29 with their clinical lineout securing multiple tries. On Saturday, with
great credit to referee Kasey Allen, those present enjoyed a rousing contest unimpeded by the
whistle as the Black & Whites secured their first win after a quartet of losses.

On a cloudy but mild afternoon on an excellent surface Gravesend kicked off playing towards the
clubhouse. The temptation to watch England play Italy was too great for many and a rather
Spartan gathering assembled. As England’s plight increased so did the crowd watching the local
contest. The opening five minutes of high tempo rugby with both sides attacking with gusto set
the tone before the first scrummage interrupted the entertainment. The backs probed, the
defences demonstrated thunderous tackling and the kickers sparred for territorial advantage. If
Sutton were not wary of the Gravesend pack before the start they had an unpleasant reminder on
the quarter hour mark. A penalty was conceded and the ball kicked into the corner. The lineout
ball was taken cleaning. The initial surge was halted but slickly the ball was spun to the blindside
where Brendan Kelly was in splendid isolation and had the easiest task to score in the corner.
Fortune favoured S&E as Josh Smith’s finely struck conversion came back off the upright.
Gravesend led 5-0 with Sutton left to ponder discipline and penalty counts.

Any anxiety in the ranks of the Sutton supporters was instantly assuaged. The visitors cleared the
restart but Gareth O’Brien and Ellis Rudder combined to run it back into the Gravesend 22 to win a
penalty. It was the hosts’ turn to kick into the corner for the attacking lineout. The first assault
saw Freddie Bunting close to glory but an earlier infringement meant the home team had a second
chance. As it has been for over a decade the go-to man was Matt Whitaker and he delivered.
Perhaps conscious of his veteran status he arrived clean-shaven this week, though it only took
days off his appearance it had not diminished his strength and footwork near the line as he
powered over. Freddy Bunting’s conversion put Sutton & Epsom ahead 7-5.

It was now that Gravesend winger Andrew Cooke entered the fray. His first run was rather lateral
but evaded too many defenders before the ball was marshalled into touch. That was merely an
appetiser to his next contribution. He gathered a clearance in his 22 in the middle of the pitch and
ran the ball straight back into the Sutton 22 before being denied a sensational try. Perhaps it
needed that fright to ignite the hosts. S&E now put together their best phases of the match as
forwards and backs in unison swept down the pitch recycling the ball at pace. The attack ended
with a penalty for a high tackle. Yet again the crowd waited to see if a 5-metre lineout would be
converted into points. Once more with clinical efficiency the forwards controlled the ball and
advanced to the line for lock Josh Glanville to score. Captain Bunting bisected the uprights to
extend Sutton’s advantage to 14-5.

The remainder of the first period was played out without further addition to the scoreboard. The
indication of the first half was that this match was evenly poised with Gravesend not only
dangerous through their powerful pack but carrying significantly more attacking threat in their

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-dig-deep-to-beat-gravesend
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back division than was seen in the October meeting. For S&E the lineout was functioning superbly,
the set scrum had manfully met the challenge and they were playing with pace and precision. The
sides turned around with all to play for with Sutton holding the upper hand 14-5.

The Rugby Lane crowd nearly had the perfect start to the second half. Centre Lawrence Elliott
went from the sublime to the ridiculous. He picked the perfect angle to break the line and strode
purposefully into the Gravesend 22 with a try looking probable he then threw out a pass that could generously be described as
unforgiving as the bemused winger, Ellis Rudder, watched the ball
speed towards the advertising hoardings. Though Sutton stole the lineout ball they could not
manufacture another opening. Soon the Rugby Lane XV was to be on the defensive. A penalty in
the Black & White 22 saw the visitors opt for a scrummage and as they went wide a kick through
rolled against the corner flag as Sutton scrambled in defence. This started a period of relentless
pressure. The hosts did not aid their cause by failing to find touch with a clearance. The Kent men
were now playing their best rugby and it seemed to be a question of when rather than if they
would score.

However, it was now that possibly the key factor of the fixture was becoming evident. The Sutton
defence was obdurate in the extreme, to a man they tackled tenaciously and got on their feet
eager to put in another hit. Almost miraculously the line held as Gravesend were frustrated time
and again as they were held up over the line. Eventually the visitors scored and it took exceptional
work from winger Matthew Brady twisting and turning to score in the corner with multiple tacklers
in attendance. Josh Smith converted exquisitely from the touchline as they made it a two-point
deficit, 12-14. Significantly it had taken ten minutes of siege warfare for the try which must have
emboldened the resolve of the hosts whilst equally left the visitors asking what do we need to do
to score. From the restart Gravesend were hampered by a yellow card as an instinctive
outstretched arm, with no malice intended, caught Kyren Ghumra’s head. The winger had to be
replaced by Matt Symonds but Sutton had ten minutes to play against 14 men.

Reacting to the numerical superiority with great urgency the home team went in search of points
to extend their lead beyond a solitary score. Soon they were given an opportunity. Despite being
awarded a penalty very much within the capabilities of the prolific Bunting boot the captain chose
to go for the corner. His bravery was rewarded as the lineout was secured and the pack advanced
to the line for Chris Farrell to score. The vital conversion was added by Freddy Bunting and the 21-
12 lead meant that Gravesend would have to score twice in the final quarter of an hour.

If Sutton had been under siege before their third try they now endured an all out assault from
Gravesend. It was the type of rugby that has every spectator on the edge of their seat living every
carry and every tackle. The previous fortitude had transformed to cussed resilience and was on the
way to heroic defence. Gravesend opted for scrums but the Sutton pack refused to yield. When
the ball went wide the visiting backs opted for solo glory rather than swift passing and were met
by scything tackles. The longer the line held the more desperate were the attacks. If the Kent men
picked the wrong options to their great credit they did not offer up the knock-ons or penalties to
assist the Sutton cause. Eventually centre Chris Brady crossed the whitewash and Josh Smith
made it a two-point game once more as Sutton led 21-19. Crucially Sutton had eaten away
significantly at the clock and only a couple of minutes were left.

It was now a test of game management and S&E controlled possession with admirable skill
advance to the 22. On the attack they put through a speculative kick to the try line. Though it did
not result in a score and gave Gravesend the ball it left the visitors with the Herculean labour of
scoring from the length of the pitch. Moments later the final whistle blew and Sutton had won a
victory of great significance. The manner of the success built on passion, team spirit and
determination should hold them in great stead for the remainder of the campaign. For Gravesend
they earned a bonus point but they put in a performance vastly superior to the earlier encounter
and they certainly have all the assets required to navigate their way to safety.

There is no game next Saturday but the league continues on 17 th February with a trip to Crescent
Farm to play the improving Sidcup who like S&E are on 38 points in the league but a place higher
on points’ difference.

Sutton & Epsom: Gareth O’Brien, Kyren Ghumra, Lawrence Elliott, Freddy Bunting ©, Ellis
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Rudder, Tom Lennard, Steve Munford, Alex Mount, Chris Farrell, Callum Gibson, Josh Glanville,
Ewan McTaggart, George London, Rob Hegarty & Matt Whitaker.
Replacements: Tom Boaden, Tariq Al Khaldi & Matt Symonds.

Gravesend: Jamie Fautley, Andrew Cooke, Chris Brady, Josh Smith, Matt Brady, George Bruce,
Ben Kite, Brendan Kelly, Terry Papworth, Jamie Forsythe, Tom Bird, Harry Brooker, Matt Hewitt,
Samraj Chahal & Connor Murphy.
Replacements: Stan Dadson, Ben Reeve & Harvey Dean

Image – Robin Kennedy

Robot puts study at home pupil in the classroom
One pupil at a Surrey primary school has been utilising virtual technology to help her keep-up with learning by sending a robot
into class.

The robot is controlled by the pupil, and gives her the opportunity to be with her friends and classmates even though she cannot
be in school physically.

Cuddington Croft Primary enlisted some cutting-edge technology when a Year 5 pupil was forced to take several months off
school due to serious illness.

To enable Alexia to continue her studies remotely, the school arranged for an AV1 robot to attend lessons in her place, allowing
the youngster to join her classmates virtually.

“The robot was on a table at school, and when Alexia was on, it would ‘come to life’, and its head could rotate to see the
classroom,” said Mike Skelton, Head Teacher at Cuddington Croft, part of the GLF Schools Multi Academies Trust.

“The aim of the AV1 was to help the pupil to attend lessons while they were unable to be there in person,” explained Alexia’s
teacher, April Riley. “It’s been brilliant at making that connection between the pupil and the class. It’s mainly for them to join in,
listen to the lessons, and still feel part of the class.

“The first few times the pupil came online it was very exciting, and the other children were interested to see how it moved and
when the eyes changed et cetera. However, it didn’t take much time before it started to feel normal.”

“What’s great is that they can log on and show off their learning and their work,” she continued. “That made them feel like they
had done their part, and I think that sense of achievement was really important.

“We had a great example of this in our last English unit where everyone had to read a speech. The pupil came online and read
their speech through the AV1, and everyone cheered afterwards.”

The portable robot was provided with the help of the Surrey County Council Access to Education Team.

“I really love my robot, as I can join in with the lessons in class with my friends and my teacher, and interact with them,” said
Alexia, who is currently making a phased return to school. “It also makes me feel like I am in the classroom with everyone and
lets me see everyone without being seen, as sometimes I don’t feel well.

“It allows me to answer questions and to change the colour if I don’t feel well but still want to listen into the lesson. Then my
teacher knows I am there but might not ‘put up my hand’ to answer questions.

“I prefer to be in class, but sometimes that’s not possible because I am not well, but it still helps me to feel included in the class.”

“This technology allowed a child to feel included within her class during the toughest period of her and her family’s lives,” added
Mr Skelton. “It added a sense of normality and togetherness that could not have been achieved through sending work home.”

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/robot-puts-study-at-home-pupil-in-the-classroom
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M25 diversion cost me £12.50 ULEZ charge
Driven to despair and a £12.50 charge, Dorset pensioner complains to Transport for London for inadequate signs before the ULEZ
charging A243 at the Hook Junction with the A3. She thanks Epsom and Ewell Times for a better explanation of the zone than
provided by TfL.

In fact the TfL explanation has some clarity:

“Rushett Lane is outside the ULEZ. At the junction with the A243, the A243 going north is inside the zone, while going south it is
outside the zone. Fairoak Lane is outside the zone.”

Moreover, Surrey County Council,  as an Highway Authority, has indicated an unwillingness to cooperate with the warning
signage.

Here is her story of woe:

Dear Editor,

I found clearer information from your on-line newspaper than I could from the TfL website.

It’s probably a waste of breath on my part but if there is a local battle in the Epsom area to have this phallic extension of the Ulez
zone sticking out into Surrey, then count me in. I presume it’s to clobber all the tourists going to Chessington Zoo!

On Saturday February 3rd I paid the Ulez congestion charge because I believe my husband and I accidentally drove into the Ulez
zone at Hook Junction on the A3 in Surrey without realising it. We had driven up from Dorset on Friday to East Molesey which is
outside the Ulez Zone. Then on Saturday morning I took the train from Hampton Court to Vauxhall to pick up my younger son’s
dog. However there was chaos on the railway in that area due to trespassers on the line and after several hours of delays I finally
got a train back to Esher (instead of Hampton Court) where my husband picked me up. We don’t normally travel into East
Molesey via Esher but was assured by my son that it was outside the Ulez Zone. At the Scilly Isles Roundabout we became
confused by signs telling us to follow M25 diversion and joined the Kingston By Pass for a short distance which swept us into the
Hook Junction interchange. We did not see any Ulez signs en route so just followed the M25 diversion signs which led us down the
A243 past Chessington Zoo and eventually to the M25. We later discovered this was to help motorists avoid extreme traffic
congestion at Junction 10 on the M25/A3.

When we got home I checked the Ulez map on my computer because we had heard about an extension of the Ulez zone into
Surrey from the Surbiton area and while the online maps lack detail it seemed to me that a short length of the A243 Hook Road
running south i.e.  away from London has been placed inside the Ulez zone, and by following the diversion signs we had
accidentally entered the zone for a mile or so.

I have had no choice but to pay the congestion charge or risk being fined, but I do think it is unfair to place M25 diversion signs
on major roundabouts without warning that the diversion can take you through a section of the Ulez zone that isn’t even in
Greater London.

Out of London visiting pensioners like ourselves, still driving government recommended diesel cars, rely on clear road signs, not
trying to read an almost illegible Ulez on-line map on an iPhone.

Yours.

Mrs Geraldine Osment

Related reports:

Signs of Surrey resistance to ULEZ continue

London Mayor confirms drive of ULEZ to Epsom border. ULEZ explainer.

High Court gives ULEZ the green light to Epsom’s borders

ULEZ court challenge begins

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/m25-diversion-cost-me-12-50-ulez-charge
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/signs-of-surrey-resistance-to-ulez-continue
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/london-mayor-confirms-drive-of-ulez-to-epsom-border-ulez-explainer
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/high-court-gives-ulez-the-green-light-to-epsoms-borders
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ulez-court-challenge-begins
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Epsom youth show a taste for cooking
On Saturday, 3rd February, three candidates from Epsom participated in the District Young Chef Competition held at Merton
College for Rotary Young Chef, along with approximately 14 others from areas including Kingston, Redhill, and Morden.

While negative messages about the state of young people, crime, and issues are often heard, witnessing what took place gives us
hope that there are many young, decent individuals who will grow up to become assets to our community. Let’s sing their praises!

The participants in the competition had two hours to prepare a healthy two-course meal. The quality of the food by all the young
people was amazing, ambitious, tasty, and demonstrated a passion for food.

The day was made even more special by Emma from Rosebery School, who also took part in the local competition recently and
was awarded first place for her outstanding salmon dish.

Emma will now move on to the regional round in Hampshire to cook once more. We, of course, congratulate Emma on her
outstanding achievement and wish her the best of luck in the next competition.

Thanks also go to Joe from Epsom Rotary, who organized the local competition and is supporting our candidate through to the
next round.

Epsom Rotary.

Twice led, thrice beaten….
Sheerwater 4-3 Epsom & Ewell FC. Combined Counties League – Premier Division. Saturday 3rd February.

One of  the most  concerning afternoons in recent club history took place on Saturday as we made our very first  visit  to
Sheerwater’s Eastwood Leisure Centre for a massive League match between the two clubs. Yet, despite the importance of the
fixture, we led twice and threw the game away in the final minutes, marking the third match in a row where we have now done
this as the home side claimed a 4-3 victory to record their fifth straight win against us.

For the three previous match reports between 16th and 30 January 2024 CLICK here for reports brought to us by Nathan
Lambert.

We went into the match with news breaking over the previous 24 hours that we had lost regular players Jaan Stanley and Ollie
Thompson who had decided to move on and I found out during the afternoon that over the last week we had also lost George
Owusu, Ade Batula and Tommy Williams too. The club hasn’t bothered to advise its supporters of any of these departures, or even
acknowledge their contributions, leaving long suffering fans to figure things out for themselves; not for the first time as secrecy
and paranoia continue to reign at our club. One glance at the FA Full Time site was enough to tell me that we have had no new
registered players joining the club since Steve Springett resigned and we took the field with just four substitutes named for this
hugely important contest.

In terms of personnel Harvey Keogh came back in for Toby Colwell who was one of the four subs, but this was the only change to
the line up from our narrow loss to Jersey Bulls four days earlier.

Despite the backdrop to this match, we actually started very well. There were only 91 seconds on the clock when a good move
down the left was laid back for Ethan Nelson-Roberts to deliver the ball into the danger area where Carl Oblitey stretched to
guide the ball past Joe Hill from close range in the Sheerwater goal. This was a terrific way to start and whilst Louis McGrave
headed over unmarked from a corner soon after our goal, the home threat would prove to be fairly limited in the final third in this
opening period.

Oblitey was causing problems and it looks like Springett’s final signing will be pivotal to our plight if we are to stay up. He had
another chance in the seventh minute after Tijani Eshilokun intercepted a poor defensive pass and set him up, only for our striker
to snatch at the ball, puling it wide from just inside the area when he had more time than he realised.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-youth-show-a-taste-for-cooking
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/twice-led-thrice-beaten
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/three-january-match-reports-for-epsom-and-ewell-fc
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The home side had as much possession in the first half as we did and around the twenty minute mark they sent two balls fizzing
straight across our six yard area in opposite directions with no one there to get the vital touch, but we looked likely to increase
our lead whenever we went forward and a Nick Wilson free kick was parried by Hill with Nick Inwugwu just millimetres away
from getting a touch to the ball first. Oblitey then struck wide from another Eshilokun pass before we extended our lead in the
40th minute. Luke Miller did well down the right and sent in a deep cross that had Hill scrambling. He just managed to reach the
ball to claw it away, but only as far as Oblitey and although his chance was blocked, the loose ball reached Lewis Pearch who
scooped the ball over the line, off a defender’s leg and up into the roof of the net from inside the six yard box. There were shouts
for handball from the home side, but I didn’t see one, although handballs would go on to play an enormous part in the second half
story.

But at the half we went in, fully deserving of the two goal lead and unaware of the disastrous second half that would follow. The
hosts clearly changed things and Michael Milne and George Sellick began to cause us real difficulty. An early strike from distance
wasn’t an issue for Keogh, but a low shot from the right wing caused him to make a good block at the near post, only for the loose
ball to be struck against the arm of Reece Tierney with a penalty being awarded. Milne tucked away the penalty in the 51st
minute and the home side were on the board.

Tierney was the man penalised for the penalty against Jersey Bulls four days previously, but this one, although it did hit him on
the arm, looked a bit harsh and it’s not clear exactly how we could have been expected to get out of the way. Having now seen a
video of the incident, I don’t believe that the arm was in an unnatural position either. Either way though it was now 2-1, but not
for long as a low shot in came back off our far post and as it rebounded back into play Frazier Osunkoya reacted first to knock the
ball into the net from around six yards. This happened in the 53rd minute and our two goal lead had suddenly evaporated into thin
air.

We responded to the setback fairly well though and Oblitey set Pearch up for a low shot that was kept out by the feet of Hill
before we went ahead again on the hour mark after Miller’s cross was blocked by an arm and Wilson stepped up to send the
keeper the wrong way from the spot. It was another one of those decisions where in the old days the appeal would have been
rejected as it was clearly ball to hand, but with these new interpretations, I don’t believe anyone is completely sure of what
actually constitutes a handball any more. All you could say I suppose is that the referee was consistent in his approach to both
penalties and we were 3-2 up again.

Despite being given this lifeline though, we started to be pushed back with Sellick in particular giving our defenders a very
difficult examination and asking the question about why he was causing so much trouble after being fairly anonymous in the
opening forty-five. However, Keogh was alert to block his low shot before Sellick got through again, winning a corner after a
defender got across to block his shot. A free kick was then headed over from one of his crosses while we picked up three yellow
cards, one of which for Wilson, saw the home player flying up in the air as a result. Maybe it looked worse than it was, but this is
the fourth match in a row with a yellow card for our Captain and he is better than that.

Sellick drilled a shot across goal before delivering another ball deep to the far post which was headed back into the danger area,
only for another handball to be given against Tierney. Again, this looked harsh, but Milne put the spot kick to Keogh’s right for
the second time in the match and it was 3-3.

In response, Ethan Nelson-Roberts benefitted from a good “no-look” pass from Pearch but chose to shoot from an angle with
Miller waiting in the middle and Hill parried the ball to safety, but for the third match in a row we conceded in the closing
seconds after Milne wasn’t closed down and his shot from around the edge of the area crept into the corner in the 91st minute to
complete his hat trick and give Sheerwater a 4-3 lead that they wouldn’t have time to relinquish.

There was still time for Milne to fall to the ground in the middle of the field, whereupon he picked up a second yellow card for
apparent simulation. It was a bizarre decision from a referee who had become a little too trigger happy and incensed the home
side to the extent that one of their Management was shown a red card in the “discussions” that followed the final whistle. We
were no angels  either as the referee was also pursued at  the final  whistle  by our Vice-Chairman Barry Gartell,  claiming
vociferously that the referee didn’t understand the handball law. He may well have had a point, although I’m aware that the
guidelines are often changing in this respect, but it wasn’t a very good look for our club.

Our new Management team now have some significant work to do in bringing in some new players ahead of a brutal run of
fixtures coming up throughout the month of February, but the manner of this defeat will also need to be questioned, along with
our game Management ability as this is now three points dropped in the last three matches that may well prove costly in a
relegation battle that Sheerwater showed more likelihood of escaping than we do right now.

Epsom & Ewell: Harvey Keogh, Ethan Brazier, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Nick Inwugwu, Reece Tierney, Nick Wilson (c), Luke Miller,
Thompson Adeyemi, Carl Oblitey, Tijani Eshilokun, Lewis Pearch
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Subs: Sirak Negassi for Pearch (88)
Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk


