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Hyperia’s screams have mixed local responses

13 August 2024

What's it like being neighbours to one of the biggest theme parks in the UK? “It depends if you like screaming,” residents
say. Living next to Thorpe Park has split opinion with some locals saying they like the ‘nice screams’ and others saying
they struggle to sit in the garden.

The park, between Chertsey and Staines-upon-Thames in Surrey, has recently introduced its newest and biggest ride,
Hyperia. Some locals said they could hear the screams and noise from the ride about a mile away on opening day, but not
all of the park’s neighbours are bothered by it.

Joyce Hunt, 93, has lived next to the theme park for 40 odd years and “loves to hear” the screaming. She said: “It’s great
to see young people go and enjoy it. They have a good scream there.” Joyce said the park was handy when her
grandchildren were young and she could walk to the park with them.

Bricklayer Kevin Nye, 52, said it’s “great” living next to the park and hearing the “nice screams”. He moved into the
street eight years ago for “peace and quiet”. Although it’s busy in the summer, Kevin said it’s calmer the rest of the year.

But one couple said Thorpe Park “encroaches on [our] daily lives” and they “don’t leave the house after 5pm”. Jackie, 55,
said the traffic on the roads is so bad after the theme park closes she “doesn’t bother” leaving the house. One time, Jackie
said she was stuck on the roundabout for 25 minutes, when her home was just a short walk away.

“It’s one of the reasons why we’re thinking about moving away from Surrey,” said Jackie, “Staines is too congested”.
Jackie and partner Neil, 60, moved to the area 20 years ago when Thorpe was just a “small park” but now they say the
number of customers is “out of proportion”.

First opened in 1979, Thorpe Park has grown from strength to strength and expanded its rides and attraction offerings. A
spokesperson for Thorpe Park said it has not received any complaints from local residents next door to the park about
recent issues of parking, noise or litter.

Sitting outside in the garden, the couple said it’s not so much the screams that disturb them but the click click clicking of
the rides as the cars climb to the top, and the sudden whoosh that follows on its way down. With Halloween parties, late
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functions in the evening- the pair said it’s “never quiet”.

Other locals, like Alan, 59, said he “didn’t want to sound like an old fogey” but sometimes the PA system for the autumn
functions was “too loud” and lasted until 11pm at night. But he accepted it is a theme park: “What do you expect? There
are worse things to live next to.”

Thrill-seekers visiting Thorpe sometimes park down residential streets around the site to avoid paying parking fees.
Although some neighbours said they “don’t blame” people for trying to save a few quid, one couple had even taken to
putting bricks on the curb outside of their house to stop people parking.

Liz and Barry Taylor, 58 and 73, said people parking outside their house at the weekends can cause a lot of traffic and
congestion down their quiet road. They said sometimes they struggle to get out of their drives and dodge other cars, but it
has not been “too bad” since Hyperia opened. “It’s alright,” said Liz, “but I'd rather it wasn’t there.”

Not all the neighbours mind it: Johanna said it is “no problem”, adding that she is “all in favour of working people” trying
to save money. She said: “When you think about the problems of the world- it’s nothing. They are youngsters.”

Neighbours raised issues of people chucking litter out of their car and onto the kerb as hometime comes around. “Lots of
rubbish gets left along the road,” said Joanne Bolton, 65. She moved next door to the park three years ago to be closer to
her daughter. Residents complained of fast food packaging and wrappers being thrown out of cars and “left tumbling
down the street” before people drive home.

But Joanne said: “I like looking out at the green area [of trees around the park]. If that goes I'd be mad.” Although she
“quite likes the screaming”, she gets more wound up about the planes that fly over her garden.

A Thorpe Park spokesperson said: “Thorpe Park is very much part of the local community we operate within and has been
positively contributing to the local area for 45 years. We strive to do all we can to ensure we keep our local residents, staff
and guests happy, and we pride ourselves on being an established part of the community, taking our responsibility as a
good neighbour seriously. We have a long-standing positive relationship with our local residents and this is something we
value and want to maintain.”

The vast majority of park guests visit for a single day. “Substantial” on-site car parking is available, along with good
public transport links near Staines Train Station. The Thorpe Park Express bus transports guests directly between Staines
Train Station and Thorpe Park at regular intervals during the day and during operational hours.

The spokesperson added: “Here at Thorpe Park we pride ourselves on being a significant employer of local people. Our
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teams work closely with our local community to ensure we are giving back to our local area and contributing towards
making it a positive place to live and work on a number of levels.”

“Thorpe Park worked hard to support the residents association in working with Cllr Hulley and Surrey Highways to bring
improvements to the roundabout - at our own cost - to accelerate and resolve long standing issues impacting residents.”

Some more of these initiatives include Site Conservation teams doing daily litter picking along the main road leading to
Thorpe Park, in both directions, and beyond the perimeter. Teams also make regular landscaping support from our teams
to ensure local green spaces are kept well maintained.

Image: Suntooooth License details

Social housing options boxed in

13 August 2024

Hundreds of people desperate for social housing will finally have homes to call their own after a seven storey block was
approved - despite concerns it would blight historic views from Box Hill.

There are 640 names on Mole Valley District Council’s housing waiting list and the plans, approved on Wednesday, August
7, will add 126 new affordable homes to the borough’s stock.

Developers Clarion Housing Group will demolish the existing office and residential buildings at the vacant Regent House.
The homes will be spread across two blocks ranging from three to seven with shops on the ground floor.

Officers told the meeting the council was behind its housing targets and the huge number of affordable housing on offer
meant it was hard not to recommend the proposals.

Of the 640 names on the council’s housing waiting list, 218 households are currently waiting for two bed units and this
development will accommodate 42 per cent of those with a further 10 per cent of the 316 households waiting for one-bed
homes also set to benefit.

Councillor Monica Weller (Liberal Democrat: Bookham West) said: “I am particularly mindful of the horrendous number
of people on the housing list.

“That really is quite shocking, 640 on the housing list. A lot of my time is spent with people who are actually living with a
partner and children in their parents houses or homes or flats.

“The situation is actually dire and I think there are a lot of people who don’t actually realise that.

“A lot of people who I have contact with do not have cars, they can’t afford cars, and I think that with this site so close to
Dorking, it is walkable.

She added: “I am particularity interested in the National Trust’s case about the view from Box Hill but seeing the proposal
from the planning officer and the photographs I think there is a limit to how much we can protect these views weighed
against the need for homes

Some spoke out against the plans and warned of a “slippery slope” of allowing too many tall buildings.

Andrew Holden speaking on behalf of a number of residents in Lincoln Road and the surrounding area said a development
with fewer floors could still provide a large number of homes while minimising the impact on the area.

He told the meeting: “The view of Dorking from Box Hill and to visitors arriving by train will be of a significant cluster of
multi-storey buildings thoroughly out of character with our historic market town.

“To avoid this slippery slope leading to irreversible harm, its important that councillors draw a clear line in the sand of
what the scale of development is appropriate n this area..”

The plans were approved unanimously by planning committee members.

Image: New homes set for Dorking (credit Clarion Housing)

Mental health art exhibition in Epsom

13 August 2024
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Children and young people using mental health services have been taking part in a ‘My Voice Matters’ exhibition, which
allows participants to express themselves through the medium of art.

The exhibition is an opportunity to celebrate the talents of the children, young people, parents and carers and to support
them in using art to tell us how their voices matter. The “My Voice Matters” Exhibition opens from 2pm on August 27 and
runs until September 6 at The Horton Arts Centre in Epsom.

Children and young people who use services such as STARS and New Leaf were invited to create art and encouraged to
think about how their voice matters. “I feel satisfied when I do art,” said a young person who contributed to the
exhibition. “It is simple.” They are displaying a painting called ‘Flowers’ at the show.

“Being able to express yourself through art can be a therapeutic experience for some but can also during the process
release traumatic thoughts, experiences, and feelings,” said Rebecca Robertson, who works as a Specialist Mental Health
Therapist within STARS and is also a qualified Art Therapist. She explained: “It’s not just the finished image, which is
useful, but also the process of creating it.”

New Leaf and STARS provide specialist mental health services for children in Surrey. They offer trauma and attachment
therapy to children in care, care leavers, adopted children and those subject to Special Guardianship Orders (New Leaf)
and children who have suffered sexual trauma (STARS). The service is delivered by Mindworks Surrey.

The STARS service supports children and young people who have been affected by sexual abuse and assault. The New
Leaf Service supports children and young people who are in care, leaving care, adopted or under special guardianship
orders.

Emina Atic-Lee, Service Manager for STARS and New Leaf services, said: “Last year’s exhibition received the most
incredible feedback from young people, their carers and families, as well as the members of the local community who
visited. We are really pleased to be able to put on another exhibition this year.”

The exhibition is free to enter and showcases artwork by both young people and their parents/carers and staff.

Image: Sibling painting from My Voice Matters exhibition. (Credit: Surrey and Border Partnership NHS Trust)

Things can only get better.......?

13 August 2024

Epsom and Ewell 0-5 Guildford City. Combined Counties League - Premier Division South. Saturday 10th August 2024. On
Tuesday our club acclaimed a “great” performance in defeating Step Four Phoenix Sports; a club that faced severe budget
cuts and a new Manager who started eleven new players against us in the first tie, and who will surely struggle this
season at that level. I wrote at the time that it had been a solid performance but nothing more. Fast forward four days and
I was proven right as we threw in a shocker to open our League season as Guildford City; one of the few teams to finish
below us last season, handed us a five goal lesson at King George’s Field and provided a reminder that no club in this
League will give us anything unless we earn it in every single game.

We were missing Carl Oblitey, Callum Wilson and Craig Dundas from Tuesday’s win, with Kenny Antony coming back in to
the starting line up and at the back Reece Tierney made his first start of the season, alongside new signing Axel Kodjo.
Just 93 were present, despite the sunshine, to witness this display which was probably just as well! It was also
disappointing to note that our club have now increased adult prices to £9 and as a result we now charge as much as
anyone in this division and more than most, which I wish they had been open and honest about, instead of sneaking it
under the radar and hoping no one would notice. When considering our finishing position of 16th last season, it’s hard to
see the justification for this increase at a time when they should be trying to attract supporters. A lazy “double-issue”
programme priced at £2.50 didn’t help either. In fifteen years as programme editor, I only ever did that over Bank
Holidays when printers were closed and can confirm from much experience in this area that the excuses provided within
the programme for doing this were bogus. If our new Editor wants some help or advice, he only has to drop me a line.

We had an opening warning as early as the sixth minute when Manny Acheampong was left in a lot of space on the right,
requiring Faebian Witter to make a really good low save to deny him from only twelve yards. However, we didn’t heed the
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warning and five minutes later they worked their way down the left, dragging our players across and leaving Darnell Jon-
Peter with an easy finish when the ball was sent over to him on the right.

This was frustrating, but there was plenty of time left to rectify matters if we could improve, and to be fair things did get
better for a while. Luke Miller combined well with Thompson Adeyemi to set up Antony, only for our striker to miss his
kick completely from the edge of the area. Antony redeemed himself by hitting the target with his next effort after some
really clever skill from Ethan Nelson-Roberts, but visiting keeper Jacob Terry made a good block at the near post. Then
Miller sent in a good delivery that was flicked on and punched out off a defender for a corner, from which the ball was
half cleared to Will Kendall at an angle and on the edge of the area, but his powerful strike cleared the bar by about a
foot.

It was looking as though we were quite likely to get back into this match, but in the 34th minute the game took a fatal
turn as a cross in from the left was met with a close range header that Adam Green did really well to tip over the bar. The
only problem was that Green was not our keeper and his inevitable red card, followed by Jake Brown’s penalty conversion,
left us in a mess. Some might say that his actions were instinctive and I'd agree with that if he were our keeper! In fact,
I'd say it was a worthwhile thing to do, had we been defending a narrow lead towards the end of the game, but at 1-0
down, the handball was inexcusable. Green will also now have to serve a one match suspension, which I believe will be
our next F.A. Cup tie on Saturday.

In difficult situations like this, you often find out how your players will react, but nothing really happened by way
attacking threat, with our only chance coming in the third minute of first half injury time when a great pass from Nelson-
Roberts was chested down by Miller and he was through on goal from a slight angle, but Terry stood firm between the
City posts and Miller uncharacteristically put his shot into the side netting from ten yards. Had it gone in, maybe it would
have given us a chance of second half redemption, but instead we went in completely deflated.

Our Manager understandably made changes at the interval with Carlos Polo-Infante and Stefan Aiwone (called Hiwone by
the club) coming on for Antony and Thompson Adeyemi respectively, but the visitors came out in confident mood against
the ten men and extended their lead in the 50th minute with a strike that was at least twenty-five yards out and swerved
viciously away from Witter who had no chance as it flew into the top corner. Even their keeper Terry said “he’ll never
score another one like that again!” It was a wonderful strike, and nine minutes later there was another one of high
quality, as Malachi Cole made it 4-0 when we were caught cold by a short free kick; the Guildford man cutting back and
striking across Witter into the far corner from a narrow angle. It clearly wasn’t going to be our day today!

Things got worse still in the 67th minute after we again failed to react to a deep free kick to the far post that was put back
across by Tobi Falodi with Young being unable to clear the ball off the line before it had crossed. However, the visitors X
feed advised this as an own goal, so clearly it wasn’t quite as straightforward as I described. Either way though it was 0-5.

With fifteen minutes remaining Polo-Infante sent in a good cross from the right that was met by a bullet header from
Kendall from just inside the penalty area that Terry reacted superbly to tip over the bar. This was a superb passage of
football from both teams and we then saw Young’s header from the subsequent corner aim goalwards, only to hit
teammate and debutant substitute Sean Omoigiade-Agun and rebound to safety!

Witter made two more good saves and we finished with nine men after Tierney suffered a head injury and had to leave the
field in the 85th minute. Although the visitors then hit the post with a low shot in the 92nd minute, they were unable to
breach our defences again and the referee helped us out here by only playing four minutes of injury time, despite there
being closer to ten minutes expected in my opinion.

So what positives can we take from this defeat? As you might expect, not many. Witter did as well as he could and from
where I was, I don’t believe he could have done any more with the goals. Kendall provided a threat on occasions, but the
whole task was rendered impossible after Green’s unnecessary red card. With very difficult looking home matches coming
up against Jersey Bulls and Hayes & Yeading United in the next seven days, it will take a monumentally better
performance than this one if we are to get anything out of either of those contests. If we do, then they truly will be “great”
performances.

Epsom & Ewell: Faebian Witter, Toby Young, Reece Tierney, Adam Green ©, Axel Kodjo, Fabio Nunes, Luke Miller,
Thompson Adeyemi, Will Kendall, Kenny Antony, Ethan Nelson-Roberts

Subs: Carlos Polo-Infante for Antony (HT), Stefan Aiwone for Adeyemi (HT), Sean Omoigiade-Agun for Nelson-Roberts
(62), Sirak Negassi for Miller (70)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk

Wine tasting on the slopes of Leith Hill

13 August 2024
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Wine aficionados will soon be able to sample the delights of pinot noir, chardonnay, and cabernet in their famous
fermented form after a Surrey Hills vineyard was granted planning permission to build a new tasting room.

The Tanhurst Estate, on the southern slopes of Leith Hill began planting grapes in spring of 2020 as part of a growing
shift away from traditional hay and dairy farming.

The family, who have been living amidst the semi-ancient woodland there for the past 40 years, decided the best way to
promote their wines was to let people visit and sample the fruits of their labour. At Mole Valley District Council’s
Wednesday August 7 planning committee, their efforts became a reality after members unanimously granted approval.

Speaking to the committee, the owners said: “The estate, has been in my wife’s family since 1826. The estate comprises
traditional farmland and semi ancient woodlands. The estate used to have milking herds but this became unviable in the
1980s although there remains a small herd of beef cows on the estate.”

He added: “In order to keep its agricultural use we needed to find an alternative and economically viable way to farm the
land so we consulted two of the most respected vineyard consultants in the country.” The land’s southern slopes make it
ideal for growing grapes as it allows the berries to soak up as much sunshine as possible, while the hilly terrain helps
water run off.

He said: “I believe the general public enjoy visiting vineyards and this is part of the experience of enjoying a bottle of wine
that they buy. They need to see where the grapes were grown to understand the process the grapes have been through;
from growing on the vine, to harvest, to fermentation in the tanks, and then bottling.

“We do all this at Birketts Farm. We are a small scale business and therefore rely on selling directly to customers and this
requires interaction at the point of sale. We need to use these barns for wine tasting and other events in order to
persuade customers that our wine is made totally on site, available, and worth the money they pay for English wine -once
they see how much time and passion and effort goes into making it.”

The plans for the Birketts Farm, in Tanhurst Lane, Abinger, allow for the existing barns to be converted and used for wine
tasting and associated sales, as well as for hosting educational classes and private events and a cafe. There will also be
added onsite parking and toilet facilities.

Redhill theatre gone to rack and ruin?

13 August 2024

3 -

There are currently no plans to reopen a much loved Surrey town centre theatre according to a new report.

The Harlequin Theatre in Redhill closed its doors in September 2023 after the discovery of reinforced autoclaved
aerated concrete (RAAC). Nearly one year on, surveys to establish the extent of the issue have not been completed and
there is no indication of when any work may start, or the venue re-open.

Reigate and Banstead Council (RBC) will discuss the future of the theatre at a Strategies Meeting on Thursday (August
15).

RBC said: “We hoped it would be a temporary closure, but due to the extent of the RAAC identified so far and the complex
structure of the building, we do not expect to be able to re-open the theatre in the foreseeable future.”

In a report by council officers, it has been recommended to stop current Harlequin arts and cultural activities, including
the December show and the pop-up in The Belfry shopping centre. The report also warned that “many loyal, hardworking
staff” could face redundancy if the recommendation was adopted.

“I'm outraged,” Cllr Andrew Proudfoot told the Local Democracy Reporting Service (LDRS). He said: “This is an
absolutely essential hub for local arts and schools. This is the suggestion of a Conservative attack on community life.”

Cllr Proudfoot put forward a motion at last month’s council meeting to reaffirm RBC’s commitment to the arts, secure an
interim facility and develop a reopening plan for the theatre. The Green Party member said at the meeting that the
theatre is home to many local organisations, providing cultural identity and nurturing young talent. They added there are
no other similar facilities for large cultural events in the borough.

Locals have expressed their disappointment at the recommended decision and the ongoing uncertainty for the provision of
arts and culture in the area. Some said they were “heartbroken” as the Harlequin Theatre gave them opportunities to
develop in the creative arts.

RBC said it was “keen to keep access to the arts alive” while the building has been closed by delivering the successful Big
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Top Panto in Memorial Park and its regular ‘Harlequin Outdoors’ summer programme in Reigate’s Castle Grounds.

Options tabled in the report include putting on the Christmas 2024 show and then making all Harlequin staff redundant in
2025, and working on a renewed opening in April next year. Costing the council an estimated overspend of £250-300k, it
is the cheapest proposed option other than to stop all activity of the Harlequin theatre.

In a press statement, Cllr Nadean Moses, Executive Member for Sustainability and Leisure, said: “Our commitment to
providing an arts and cultural offer in the medium and long-term remains strong.” With no more events scheduled after
the Outdoor Theatre closing on September 7, Cllr Moses said it can review the costs and benefits of the theatre as well as
developing future options for the arts.

The council is looking at new venues such as a school or a cabaret-style performance space. Work is being done for a full
business plan of the council’s offering of creative arts to its residents for 2025.

‘Don’t put your national trust in Barclays’ climate
protestors urge.

13 August 2024

On Saturday, 3rd August, visitors to Box Hill from Epsom, Ewell, and surrounding areas held a peaceful demonstration,
urging The National Trust to cease banking with Barclays.

The group organised a picnic protest at the iconic Box Hill viewpoint, displaying banners and placards to appeal to the
charity to drop Barclays, which is Europe’s largest financier of fossil fuels.

Box Hill, renowned for its stunning views across Surrey, is one of the hundreds of sites owned by the National Trust. The
organisation is a guardian of nature reserves, national parks, coastlines, historic buildings, and estates across the country.

The demonstrators carried banners and placards with messages such as ‘Love National Trust, Not Barclays’. They
engaged with families, distributing leaflets and collecting signatures for a petition that calls on the charity to switch to a
bank that does not fund fossil fuels.

Kristine, an NHS doctor from Epsom and mother of four, expressed her concerns: “I have been visiting Box Hill and other
National Trust sites with my four boys since they were babies. Exploring nature as a family is invaluable, and I am very
disappointed that an organisation like the National Trust does not prioritise the natural world we are leaving for our
children in its banking choices.

“Barclays is destroying nature with its horrific lending and investments in unethical industries. Knowing that I am
indirectly supporting Barclays spoils my visits to National Trust sites. Since realising the impact our choice of bank can
have on the climate, I switched to an ethical bank last year. I see no reason why the National Trust cannot do the same.”

The demonstration was part of a week of vibrant actions by campaigners across the country, aimed at urging the National
Trust to cut ties with Barclays, which has invested $235.2 billion in fossil fuels over the past seven years.

Despite publishing a new energy policy earlier this year, which it hailed as a step towards a “science-based” approach to
“financing the transition”, Barclays continues to finance notorious fossil fuel companies such as ExxonMobil and Royal
Dutch Shell. In 2023 alone, Barclays provided $24.221 billion in financing to fossil fuel companies.

The bank’s new energy policy has faced widespread criticism for loopholes that allow it to continue supporting carbon-
intensive industries such as fracking. Meanwhile, investigative journalists have revealed that Barclays’ “sustainable
finance” is being used to fund pipelines and oil expansion projects.

Recently, other institutions have announced their intentions to sever ties with Barclays for ethical reasons. Christian Aid
and Oxfam have already withdrawn their funds from Barclays.

Cambridge University is also in the process of withdrawing its support for Barclays and is leading a group of universities
and colleges that are investigating more sustainable financial products. Despite its commitment to natural conservation,
the National Trust is lagging behind other charities and thought leaders within its sector.

Alice, a mother of one from Sutton, who participated in the demonstration, said: “I have been donating to the National
Trust for years and even used to work in the tea shop at another local property.

“But I never realised that all this time my money was going directly to Barclays Bank, a bank that funds fossil fuels and
arms—both of which I am completely opposed to. I don’t want my money to support such a horrific business, and I wish
the National Trust would make much more of an effort to cut ties with Barclays.
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“They have been aware of their members’ ethical concerns for years now, yet they seem to be doing very little about it.”

Euronews reported in February: “Addressing climate change is a critical and complex challenge,” said Laura Barlow,
group head of sustainability at Barclays. “We continue to work with our energy clients as they decarbonise and support
their efforts to transition in a manner that is just, orderly and addresses energy security.”

Barclays announced that it will no longer provide direct financing for new oil and gas projects, starting in 2024. This
policy change is part of a broader strategy where the bank has committed to mobilizing $1 trillion in sustainable and
transition finance by 2030 to help facilitate the energy transition. Additionally, Barclays has introduced a Transition
Finance Framework and placed restrictions on financing for companies heavily involved in oil and gas expansion.

Barclays’ representatives have defended their approach by stating that the bank’s role is to support an energy sector in
transition, focusing on companies that are actively investing in low-carbon technologies. They argue that their large-scale
operations enable them to be instrumental in financing the global shift towards more sustainable energy sources. The
bank has also set stringent expectations for its energy clients, requiring them to have decarbonization plans in place by
2025, along with specific emission reduction targets.

This approach has been described by Barclays as a balanced effort to meet the dual challenges of addressing climate
change while ensuring energy security and affordability. However, this stance has received mixed reactions, with some
campaigners arguing that the bank’s policies do not go far enough in curbing support for the fossil fuel industry.

Our Health Deserves Better

13 August 2024
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[ want to take this opportunity to thank those who voted for me at the general election. There is much to do to improve
our situation in Epsom & Ewell and I am committed to help achieve this for all the residents of Epsom, Ewell, Ashtead and
Leatherhead.

Having visited Epsom Hospital only this week I reflect on the recent statement by Chancellor Rachel Reeves and find it
impossible not to feel a deep concern for the future of our local healthcare infrastructure.

The Chancellor’s announcement, which hinted at potential cuts to various infrastructure projects, including the ambitious
plan to deliver 40 new hospitals, has left many of us in a state of unease. Among the projects at risk is the new emergency
care hospital at Sutton, a critical facility that promises to alleviate the pressures on Epsom and St Helier hospitals. As the
newly elected Liberal Democrat MP for Epsom & Ewell, I find this prospect deeply troubling.

Our community has been waiting far too long for this vital investment. The new hospital at Sutton is not just another
building; it’s a beacon of hope for many. It’s designed to be a centre of excellence, equipped with state-of-the-art facilities
for the most serious emergency cases. Without it, our local healthcare services will continue to struggle with sub-standard
conditions at Epsom and St Helier. These facilities, already stretched beyond their limits, cannot continue to bear the
brunt of our community’s healthcare needs without significant improvements.

The situation is dire. The buildings at Epsom and St Helier are overdeveloped and outdated. They desperately need the
relief that the new Sutton hospital would provide. This isn’t just about buildings; it’s about the quality of care and the
well-being of our staff and patients. Our community deserves better, and we cannot afford to wait any longer.

The Chancellor has offered a meeting with the Health Secretary for MPs representing affected constituencies. I eagerly
anticipate this opportunity to voice the concerns of Epsom, Ewell, Ashtead, and Leatherhead residents. Our message must
be clear and resolute: the Conservative party’s economic mismanagement has left our public services in disarray, and we
cannot allow their broken promises to cost us our much-needed hospital.

For years, the Conservatives have failed to deliver on their promises, leaving our local health services to languish. The
proposed hospital at Sutton represents a crucial lifeline, not just for today but for the future of healthcare in our region. It
is a promise of better days, of healthcare services that our community can rely on.

As your MP, I am committed to fighting for this project. We must ensure that the funding for the new Emergency Care
Hospital at Sutton is protected. The people of Epsom, Ewell, Ashtead, and Leatherhead deserve nothing less than a
healthcare system that meets their needs and supports their well-being. The time for waiting is over. It’'s time for action,
and I will not rest until our community gets the healthcare investment it has been promised and so desperately needs.

Image: Maternity Unit at Epsom Hospital. Left to right; James Blythe CEO; Liz Cullen, Head of Midwifery; Helen Maguire MP
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Epsom Hospital upgrade at risk?

13 August 2024

A “crumbling” Surrey hospital trust says it is “cracking on” with plans for a new hospital and upgrades despite concerns
the government could scrap a funding plan

Epsom General Hospital and St Helier Hospital had been marked for redevelopment under the previous Conservative
governments’ £20bn New Hospital Programme. Regeneration of the health trust included a new emergency hospital in
Sutton, South London, as well as much-needed facility upgrades.

But Labour’s Chancellor Rachel Reeves announced last week she would review big hospital and road projects to fix a
£22bn black hole in public finances. Although details are yet to be confirmed, the review will look into the previous
government’s plan to build 40 new hospitals by 2030.

Helen Maguire, Liberal Democrat MP for Epsom and Ewell, said her constituents “cannot wait any longer” for the

investment. Described as “crumbling”, “dilapidated” and “not fit for 21st century healthcare” in previous national
reporting, the buildings at both the St Helier complex in Carshalton and the Epsom site are in dire need of repair.

If the funding is not forthcoming, Mrs Maguire said she is concerned about the impact on the local staff and patients. “My
constituents have been crying out for improvements at Epsom and St Helier and so it is vital that this project must go
ahead,” she said.

The new Lib Dem MP said without the upgrade, staff and patients in Epsom, Ewell, Ashtead and Leatherhead would
continue having to put up with substandard buildings.

Healthwatch Surrey, a non-profit advocating for locals to get the best of their NHS, claims wellbeing “does not solely lie
in the hands of doctors and other frontline staff” but the built environment can also affect patient safety. According
to NHS data from 2022/23, estate and infrastructure failures in England disrupted the care of more than 2,600 patients.

Calling on the government to “protect funding for the new Emergency Care Hospital at Sutton”, Mrs Maguire said the
new emergency hospital would relieve pressure on the current sites. She added she was “looking forward” to meeting the
Health Secretary to relay the concerns of people in Epsom, Ewell, Ashtead and Leatherhead.

The news comes as another let down for locals after the £219m redevelopment of St Helier hospital promised by the 2010
Conservative-Lib Dem government also came off the rails. Budget cuts and a difficult ‘financial context’ were cited as the
reasons at the time.

Most of the buildings at Epsom and St Helier are older than the NHS itself. Staff are reportedly working in areas with
damp mould, leaking roofs, and floods. Trying to patch up failing infrastructure and out-of-date facilities is unsustainable
for any hospital.

“Our ageing buildings are not fit for purpose,” said a spokesperson for Epsom and St Helier Hospital NHS Trust. They
said: “We’'re cracking on with plans for a new hospital and upgrades to our existing sites while this review takes place.”

Plans include building a new Specialist Emergency Care Hospital in Sutton, where the sicker patients would have access
to high quality care in state-of-the-art facilities. The Trust also plans to invest in Epsom and St Helier hospitals, where 85
per cent of patients will continue to receive care.

The spokesperson added: “We continue to make significant progress, from detailed pre-planning application discussions,
to refining designs of the new hospital, bringing us closer to a state-of-the-art facility that our patients and staff deserve.”

A Department of Health and Social Care spokesperson said the previous government’s commitment to build 40 new
hospitals by 2030 is “undeliverable and unaffordable”. The funding allocated by the previous government runs out in
March.

They said: “We must reset the New Hospital Programme to put it on a sustainable footing, following persistent delays and
cost overruns.” The Department of Health and Social Care is launching a full review of the programme to provide a
“thorough, costed and realistic timeline for delivery”.

The spokesperson added: “We can replace the crumbling hospital estate in England. This government is determined to be
honest with people about what can be delivered, and not let them down again.”
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Epsom rose from the ashes of Phoenix defeat

13 August 2024

Tt

Phoenix Sports 1-3 Epsom and Ewell FC. Emirates F.A. Cup Extra-Preliminary Round Replay - Tuesday 6th August 2024.

Well this was a strange one! With just fifteen minutes remaining, we trailed Isthmian League Phoenix Sports and the
match appeared to be petering out into a 1-0 defeat, but a Carl Oblitey flick on put Will Kendall through to equalise in the
77th minute and within eight minutes he had a hat trick as our opponents fell apart in the closing stages of our 3-1 F.A.
Cup win!

On a warm summer’s evening in front of just over 150 spectators, even though Phoenix advised it as a suspiciously low
108, we made two changes from the eleven that had started Saturday’s goalless encounter, with Oblitey coming in up
front for the absent Carlos Polo-Infante and Fabio Nunes taking the place of Kenny Antony who was on the bench. This
required a slight change of formation with the two strikers up front, which personally, I am a fan of.

Despite this, the match started in similar circumstances to our first meeting, with the home side edging possession in the
opening ten minutes before we grew into the match. Toby Young made an excellent early block, before Ethan Nelson-
Roberts crossed in a low ball to Kendall, but his shot was straight at Rob Budd in the Phoenix goal. Then we probably
should have taken the lead in the 15th minute when another great cross from Nelson-Roberts was met by the unmarked
Kendall at the far post, but his header back across goal was inches wide of the far post!

The home side, who had a change of Management over the close season and had given eleven debuts on Saturday were
forced into an early substitution, yet somewhat against the run of play they opened the scoring in the 23rd minute when a
Jack Marney corner to the far post was met by an unmarked header from Marcus Travers into the top corner of the net
from close range, giving Faebian Witter no chance. This was a little harsh on our boys, but the lead was nearly extended
minutes later as a free kick just missed our far post. We then had a strange incident when Witter saved a low shot, only to
get up and collide with Marney in the penalty area. Both players appeared unhappy with the collision, as was the referee
who chose to book the pair of them.

Witter was out again to clear smartly, while at the other end Kendall’s header was on target, but was penalised for
pushing. At the half, it had been a fairly even match to this stage. Clearly though our Manager Warren Burton wasn't
happy and you could hear him tearing into our players at the break even from outside the dressing room!

Whether this had any effect on the players is hard to say though, as the pattern of the game didn’t really change in the
second half. Young set Luke Miller off down the right and his cut in and low shot was gathered by Budd at the second
attempt, while Oblitey’s strike from twenty yards didn’t trouble him either. Maybe it was because we were behind, but it
was clear that we were doing a bit more of the work as the ball started to spend more time in the Phoenix half. On the
hour Kendall went up for a floated cross from Miller, although a subsequent clash of heads appeared to be accidental, and
the foul awarded against Kendall seemed harsh from where I was standing.

In the 69th minute we withdrew Craig Dundas and brought Reece Tierney on at the back, which enabled Adam Green to
move into the hole vacated by the former Sutton legend, but time was beginning to run out on our cup adventure. Then
out of nowhere, it all changed. Kendall drilled the ball past Budd as described above and we were level out of nowhere.
Within six minutes Miller cut in from the right and went down under a defender’s challenge. Our winger had gone down
theatrically in the first half in similar circumstances, so I wasn’t expecting anything here but after a little thought, the
referee awarded the penalty. It was a soft one, but we’ve had them awarded against us often enough before! Kendall put
the ball into the top corner in the 83rd minute to give us the lead.

Whilst Budd might not have had a chance with the penalty, he will be the first to admit that our third goal was his fault as
a long ball was sent forward and maybe distracted by both Kendall and a defender, he missed his clearance completely,
leaving Kendall the empty net from eighteen yards in the 85th minute. It might take me some time to find out whether a
hat trick in just eight minutes sets any sort of club record, but in that short time the result changed completely and we
saw the game out with no further alarms.

So what actually happened here? I can only think of one similar turnaround like this in recent years, which was our very
late 3-2 win over Larkfield & New Hythe back in 2021. Maybe we were fitter than the opposition and it told in the closing
stages? Certainly this was something Burton was very keen on focussing on when he took over back in January, although
there were no signs of a lack of fitness from Phoenix on Saturday. Maybe it was the substitution of Tierney for Dundas,
but sometimes it’s hard to put your finger on why we suddenly took over. Either way, we knocked out an Isthmian League
club for the second successive year and won £1,125 as a result. It is now Isthmian League Hayes and Yeading United who
stand in our way of a further £1,444 in prize money and we will host them at King George’s Field on Saturday 17th
August.

Epsom & Ewell: Faebian Witter, Toby Young, Callum Wilson, Adam Green ©, Craig Dundas, Fabio Nunes, Luke Miller,
Thompson Adeyemi, Will Kendall, Carl Oblitey, Ethan Nelson-Roberts
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A question of Chalk Pit noise and dust

13 August 2024

Noise and dust pollution from the Chalk Pit waste recycling centre in Epsom continues to exacerbate the Council as
residents’ complaints continue unabated.

On 26th March 2024 Epsom and Ewell Council decided to allocate funds to address the issue. £40,000 was reserved for
independent noise investigation, and £100,000 was allocated for potential enforcement and litigation work. The
Environment Committee was directed to identify equivalent savings or income to replenish the reserve by the end of the
financial year 2025-2026.

Questions were raised at the Full Council 30th July on progress.

Cllr Steve McCormick (RA Woodcote and Langley) asked his fellow RA ward Councillor Liz Frost (Chair of the
Environment Committee) “The Chalk Pit site is still causing many of our residents noise and dust nuisance with several
complaints being logged daily to this council, Surrey County Council and the Environment Agency. There are planning
applications in process with Surrey County Council but in the meantime, residents are experiencing regular disturbance
to the unencumbered enjoyment of their homes and gardens. What actions are this council taking to address these
statutory issues that this council is responsible for?”

Cllr Frost responded: “The Council has proceeded in line with its statutory duties to take such steps as are reasonably
practicable to investigate complaints of nuisance. This has included an early morning visit to characterise and witness the
noise at that time. Further, and as a consequence of a temporary diversion of resource away from a separate statutory
service, the council intends to deploy a dedicated officer for Chalk Pit work alone for a limited number of hours per week
over the summer period.”

Cllr McCormick pressed the matter: “Can Councillor Frost confirm details for the dedicated officer mentioned, specifically
how many hours per week, confirmation on the role of the officer resource, i.e., additional monitoring, for example? And
why is the summer period only in scope? Why not a longer period until statutory nuisance is resolved?”

Cllr Frost replied: “The number of hours is not yet known. We are working with somebody who we are hoping to engage,
who has a lot of experience in this type of work. So we will be having an expert who is used to investigating noise
nuisance and knows what they’re looking for. We’'re hoping that the work will start in August. I can’t really tell you how
long it will go on for or exactly how many hours; it depends on how much is needed, and the contract has yet to be signed,
so it’s difficult to answer that.”

Cllr James Lawrence (LibDem College) pursued the matter further: “It’s very useful to hear that we’ve got some form of
plan for a dedicated officer time and resource to focus on the Chalk Pit. Would the Chair agree that it is unacceptable for
residents to be woken up at 5:40 a.m. due to the repeated banging and experience repeated disruption throughout the
day? Has this experience influenced your decision to give this dedicated officer resource?”

Councillor Frost responded: “I do agree this is not a good situation with people being woken up at this time. I think we
would all agree with that. The difficulty comes with finding the actual evidence and identifying exactly who is responsible.
That is something we are hoping to get more information on, but yes, it is not a good situation.”

Meanwhile local residents complain they are suffering and the Council and other agencies are not doing enough quickly
enough.

Related reports:

Chalk Pit action - a tale of two committees
“Heat and Dust” epic in Epsom

Chalk Pit debate deferred by late abatement
Will the dust ever settle on Chalk Pit conflict?
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Epsom and Ewell Mayor’s busy year

13 August 2024

The Mayor of Epsom and Ewell Cllr. Steve Bridger (RA Stamford) addressed the full council 30th July and told the
meeting about his business.

“My Mayoral year has started well, with almost 40—well, over 40 now—duties attended so far and many more lined up.
Almost first was the Founder’s Day at Epsom College. I'm probably the only mayor that has been fortunate enough to
attend two of these fantastic days. I'm also probably the only mayor that was called for jury service in June, which
unfortunately clashed with Armed Forces Day. Two firsts in the first month is not bad going, really, so let’s see what the
rest of the year holds.

Derby Day was an unforgettable time, with grapefruit and sampling the Royal Melon, which was a gift from the Japanese
Racing Association. I managed to hand over my £50 to Betfred, where all my horses went unplaced. One highlight that I
felt humbled to be part of was the 80th-anniversary events of the D-Day Landings. The service at the Clock Tower in the
morning and then the fantastic event organized by the officers on the Downs, ending with the lighting of the beacon in the
evening, was a very moving experience. Despite a somber atmosphere, there was a feeling of celebration, with a
traditional British fish and chip meal served at the Grandstand. It became a complete day honoring those who sacrificed
their lives to make a better world for everyone.

I've also celebrated the 75 years that 135 Squadron has had the freedom of the borough, followed by the well-oiled and
organized Village Day. I ended up judging the best or worst faces pulled with the Morris men and women. Other events
that have been attended include the opening of two nurseries—and no, they’re not the flowering type. These are the
starting posts to welcome the next generation into our borough. Everything has changed dramatically since my wife and I
were parents to young children, and it’s amazing what facilities are available to the youngsters nowadays.

Handing out many trophies and prizes to students around the borough while celebrating their success stories emphasizes
the great facilities we have to offer as they transition into the wider world. These people are our future, and they need to
be recognized. Apart from the luxuries of being Mayor, it’s been humbling to see the other side of life, where an army of
volunteers is beavering away in the background in all areas of our lives. Without much recognition, they do the important
work of looking after the vital parts of our lives in the borough. These efforts we do not fully appreciate, so I thank them
unreservedly for their work.

My charity committee has been working hard organizing events to raise money for my worthwhile charities. The first
event earlier this month was a cream tea at the Horton with the Mayor and the Mayoress. This was very well attended,
and unfortunately, we had to turn people away as it was overbooked. We had 84 attendees in all, which is fantastic. I
would like to thank the Deputy Mayor for his great piano playing during the tea and the Horton for the superb venue.

We’ve got a beer festival planned for the four days of the August bank holiday in conjunction with the Jolly Coopers.
They’re producing a specially brewed beer named “The Charitable Mayor” for the event, and the special beer mats being
produced will become collector’s items in years to come. Proceeds from this event will be going to my charity fund. I
expect to see a lot of inebriated councillors over the bank holiday staggering around Stamford and Goose Green—or I
hope so.

Please put my Civic Service on the 8th of September in your diaries. It is being held at Christ Church by Stamford Green.
Another big event in your diary will be the Charity Ball with a Twist. This will be held at Epsom College in their Big School
on Saturday, the 5th of April next year. Many other events have been planned for the rest of my year. These will be
publicized as the details are finalized.”
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