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Sutton & Epsom go under at Gravesend

Gravesend v Sutton and Epsom RFC. Saturday 21st October. The last occasion that Sutton & Epsom ventured to the Rectory Field
was during Gravesend’s triumphant title-winning season of 2013-4 as the host’s mighty pack and Italian international half-backs
secured a 41-3 victory. Much has changed in the last 10 years and George London was the sole Sutton survivor from that torrid
afternoon. Gravesend have recovered from their harrowing opening day of this campaign against the Ironsides and came into the
contest with a couple of wins including an impressive success at Medway who had defeated S&E the previous round. After a
match of fluctuating fortunes the home team secured a bonus point win by 36-29.

To the relief of all concerned Saturday’s torrential rain coincided with S&E’s coach journeys to and from Kent. On a mild
afternoon, the sun shone but there was a stiff breeze that favoured Sutton when captain Freddy Bunting kicked off the fixture.
Keen followers of the Surrey men often feel that a strong drink is a prerequisite to watching the first quarter but on Saturday they
made a wonderful start. Australian debutant Josh Pulvirenti soared into the air to secure the first lineout on the opposition 22 and
the ball was spun wide for Luca Shaw to be denied in the corner by the touch judge’s flag. Consolation for the visitors was
immediate as the referee bought the game back for a penalty. It was kicked to the corner, the lineout was secured and a few
carries later the Sutton pack was over the line and Matt Whitaker had the try. Freddy Bunting chipped over the simple conversion
for a 7-0 lead after 5 minutes. A couple of minutes later the first of many penalties for high tackles provided Freddy Bunting with
the opportunity to increase the lead. Making light of the distance and angle he extended the lead to 10-0.

The home XV soon were pressing for points with a lineout in the visitor’s 22 but a technical infringement gave Sutton a scrum
near their line. Perhaps expecting a long clearing kick on the wind the Kent men were taken by surprise as Number 8 Whitaker
took off down the blindside swatting away tacklers with disdain on a 60 metre rampage. Sadly for players and spectators alike the
potential entertainment was disrupted by the frequency of the whistle with Gravesend incurring the early wrath of Sir before he
transferred his attentions to S&E’s infringements.

Freddy Bunting added impressive penalties from distance in the 17th and 22nd minutes and Sutton led by 16-0. The Rectory Field
supporters finally had something to cheer when fullback Ben Kite, grandson of club legend John Moxham, burst into the 22 to
create a try for centre Chris Brady. The touchline conversion failed but Gravesend were on the board trailing by 5-16. The penalty
pendulum now swung violently against the visitors. Soon the referee was beckoning over the Sutton skipper for a word and some
cautionary advice. Everyone knew that the next offence would result in a yellow card. True to his word he brandished a yellow
card to Josh Glanville on Gravesend’s next sortie into the Sutton 22. The ball was kicked into the corner and the hosts had the 5-
metre lineout and the opportunity to exploit their strong suit against the numerically reduced opponents. The catch and drive was
illegally impeded and a penalty try was awarded. To rub salt into the visitor’'s wounds a second yellow was flourished and another
Josh departed, this time the Antipodean version, Mr Pulvirenti.

The lead was reduced to four points and S&E to 13 men as Gravesend were 12-16 down but with everything in their favour.
Sutton & Epsom dug deep and defended with great determination to make it to the interval with no further points conceded and
no more men sent to the dug out. The hosts were in the ascendancy despite trailing 16-12 at the break. However, Sutton would
only have a couple of minutes of the second half to survive before being returned to their full compliment.

The game resumed with the Rectory Field men eager to take advantage of their numbers and not only reduce the deficit but also
take the lead for the first time in the match. Remarkably not a single point was gained against the 13 men. Perhaps Gravesend
thought it unsporting to score against a Sutton side in reduced circumstances because no sooner were Sutton back to 15 the Kent
side took the lead. Kicking a penalty into the corner their efficient catch and drive produced the points as flanker Samraj Chahal
was ushered over the line. The conversion faltered but the home team had clawed back a 16-point gap and now led 17-16. The
crowd barely had time to savour this success as Sutton’s riposte was immediate. Excellent play got S&E into the 22 and
Gravesend on the defensive. A long pass found winger Lawrence Elliott in splendid isolation and on the 503 rd anniversary of
Ferdinand Magellan’s discovery of his eponymous Straits he had a considerably simpler journey to the try-line to score. Freddy
Bunting converted with aplomb as Sutton regained the advantage to lead 23-17.

To mimic the visitors the hosts instantly replied with a try of their own in the corner. The ball was spun wide and a powerful burst
by winger Andrew Cooke saw him touch down in the corner. Rhys Betts could not replicate Sutton’s touchline conversion and
Gravesend trailed by a solitary point, 22-23. The second period had seen three tries in seven minutes and the expectant crowd
were hungry for more. S&E were next to score and it was from that most familiar source...the boot of Bunting. The captain’s
fourth penalty of the afternoon increased the Rugby Lane team’s advantage to 26-22. The Kent men surged into the 22 after an
excellent probing kick had Sutton scrambling near their line. From the Gravesend 5-metre scrum replacement Junior Rocket went
close to scoring but a few phases later and Samraj Chahal picked up his second try of the afternoon. Rhys Betts ended his kicking
drought bisecting the uprights to regain the lead by 29-26.
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Entering the final 10 minutes the game was very much in the balance. Junior Rocket’s explosive entry into the game now turned
into a damp squib as he was not only penalised for his covering tackle but also given a yellow card due to its height. Numerical
disadvantage once again proved to be no obstacle for the team suffering the man in the bin. As Sutton pressed hard for the next
score and to keep the ball alive they rather naively got bundled into touch. A grateful Gravesend had a lineout near halfway and
fell back on their tried and tested routine of the catch and drive. They advanced down the paddock and won a penalty. They
knocked the ball into the corner with the prospect of another try. For the second time the referee ruled that foul play had
prevented a certain try from the lineout and awarded the penalty try, Chris Farrell departed with a yellow card, the teams were
14 each as the Rectory Field XV could reflect on the 36-26 advantage in time added on. For the visitors it looked as if they would
be returning to Surrey with nothing to show for their efforts. However, a penalty at the restart enabled Freddy Bunting to
increase his personal tally to 19 points and reduce the deficit to a single score thus earning a valuable bonus point. A minute later
the match concluded with Gravesend victorious by the score of 36-29.

Any side that outscores the opposition by 6-2 in tries deserves to win any game and Gravesend’s clinical efficiency in the
attacking lineouts made all the difference. Sutton & Epsom were much improved from last week. The tackling, the lineout and the
fluid passing in the backs were better than at any time in the season. Josh Pulvirenti had a fine debut as looks to be a valuable
acquisition. Even by his remarkably high standards, Freddy Bunting’s kicking was quite exceptional as he landed 5 penalties and
2 conversions from his magnificent seven kicks at goal. Both XVs suffered with discipline and endured a hefty penalty count in an
evenly matched and entertaining contest. Ultimately it was the hosts with their formidable catch & drive that held the trump card
in this match and they exploited it to the full.

Next Saturday there are no league fixtures in deference to the Rugby World Cup final. The campaign continues on 4th November
at Rugby Lane when Sidcup are the visitors. The Kent side recorded their first win of the season on Saturday by defeating London
Cornish by 28-21 at Crescent Farm. It will be a basement battle as these two clubs with proud histories sit at the bottom of the
league table. The kick off is at the earlier time of 2:30pm.

Sutton & Epsom:

Ciaran Mohr, Luca Shaw, Ross Parsons, Freddy Bunting ©, Lawrence Elliott, Gareth O’Brien, Chris
Ballard, Callum Gibson, Chris Farrell, Alex Mount, Ewan McTaggart, Josh Glanville, George London,
Josh Pulvirenti & Matt Whitaker.

Replacements: Tom Boaden, Rob Hegarty & Steve Munford.

Gravesend:

Ben Kite, Harry Tasker, Chris Brady, Jamie Fautley, Andrew Cooke, Rhys Betts, Matt Brady,
Brendan Kelly, Terry Papworth, Harry Brooker, Tom Bird, Andrew Hampshire, Matt Hewitt, Samrat
Chahal & Connor Murphy.

Replacements: Jamie Forsyth, Stan Dadson & Junior Rocket.

A hard-earned three points for Salts

Spelthorne Sports 0-1 Epsom & Ewell FC. Combined Counties League - Premier Division.

On Saturday we visited the Spelthorne Sports Club for another important League match. This was a venue we had visited on four
previous occasions without suffering defeat and we extended that sequence to five with a hard working 1-0 win, providing us with
our second League win in a row. The win also gave us our third clean sheet, but unlike the first two against Met Police, our
keeper Harvey Keogh had to work hard for this one, making some superb saves during the match.

In the absence of our Caretaker Manager Steve Springett; on a holiday that was booked before he took on the role, the bench
duties fell to Assistant Manager Ash Snadden and Coach Sam Groombridge and three changes were made from our friendly
match against Merstham last week. Zach Powell returned from injury ahead of Nick Inwugwu, while Sirak Negassi came in for
Marlon Pinder and Tijani Eshilokun came in for Snadden and we kicked off in front of a rather pitiful crowd of 37, although
admittedly, any “floating supporters” would have always chosen to go to an FA Vase match on this day instead.

We made a bright start with some early interplay on the left between Rory Edwards and Jaan Stanley with the latter’s cross just
cut out by the home keeper Shay Honey. In response the home side sent a deep cross to the far post, but the header went over the
bar and a few minutes later another right wing cross was acrobatically volleyed over the bar by Kelvin Karanja; a player that had
given us a lot of trouble a few years back when at Bedfont & Feltham.

Page 2
© 2021-2025. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY


https://epsomandewelltimes.com/a-hard-earned-three-points-for-salts

Current

EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

Far thes camimunity, oy the community. & net-far-proft service

——
=

ISSN 2753-2771

We then had a real scare in the 14th minute after Keogh scuffed a goal kick straight to Leon Iloube and although our defenders
closed him down quickly, he still sent a stinging shot towards goal that our keeper somehow clawed away from the top corner to
record a fabulous save. This became doubly important a minute later when Ade Batula sent a really good crossfield pass over to
Jaan Stanley. Stanley cut back and it looked like the chance might be gone, but then he got round his man and was brought down
in the penalty area. I was expecting a yellow card for the defender, but ultimately the award of a penalty was the more important
issue and Stanley sent the keeper the wrong way to give us the lead in the 15th minute.

Although we didn’t know it at the time, this goal would be the only one of the match and the rest of the match could arguably be
described as attritional! We battled to cover every inch and our job was made a little easier when the Spelthorne Captain, Jamie
Fuller chose to argue his case with the referee and found himself in the sinbin. You can always tell when a referee is being
assessed as it more often than not leads to a very fussy and over officious display from the man in the middle and this was
definitely the case in this match! Admittedly, he had a tricky job in trying to deal with the home bench who yelled and appealed
for everything. On one of these occasions Ollie Thompson picked up a yellow card after a coming together between him and
another player which looked completely accidental but it’s possible that the official was swayed into awarding the free kick and
once it was, I felt that a card would follow.

Then we had another great opportunity on the half hour as Batula got through on goal, but his touch let him down and the ball
rolled tamely through to Honey. If we had taken advantage here against the extra man, maybe this would have resulted in a more
comfortable position but Fuller was back on the field soon enough and the chance was gone.

The half ended with a couple of Epsom half chances. Eshilokun sent a dangerous looking free kick just wide after Edwards had
been fouled nearly thirty yards out, and then Sirak Negassi sent a decent effort just wide from twenty yards with his weaker left
foot. We had just about shaded the first half as the players went off for the break.

The second half got going under leaden skies which would eventually become a fairly solid downpour and we nearly had a second
goal to celebrate only two minutes in when Thompson Adeyemi clipped a ball goalwards from twenty yards and it ended up only
three inches past the post and into the side netting. However, the home side were on the attack soon after and Keogh did well to
spread himself to block a shot over the bar.

We had another worry in the 53rd minute when Zach Powell, now Captain following the departure of Callum Wilson to Guildford
City, fouled a Spelthorne player. It was hard to tell if it was inside the area or not, but either way we were spared by the sight of
the Assistant’s flag going up for offside and the danger was over.

Bearing in mind that the referee had already made it clear he wouldn’t stand for any dissent, it was incredibly hard to believe that
anyone would take the risk again, yet in the 54th minute Daniel Watts for the home side and then Eshilokun for us in the 59th
both found themselves in the sinbin too after taking issue with decisions that hadn’t gone their way. Both had a very strong case
for a free kick, but we need to learn not to say anything to an official, particularly when they have already sent someone for a ten
minute rest previously!

It nearly cost us when a left wing cross from the home side was headed goalwards, but Keogh was there to tip the ball over for a
corner. From the corner a delivery clearly hit the hand of one of our players, but the referee wasn’t interested in the subsequent
penalty shout, despite the rather desperate pleas of the bench some forty yards away from the incident!

As the game reached the closing stages, it certainly was to our advantage to break the game up and Adeyemi picked up a yellow
card for delaying a free kick, but when a card was really deserved, after a late lunge on Ethan Nelson-Roberts, there was just a
lecture given instead. We welcomed Luke Miller back into the side and he made his 50th appearance for our club, nearly two
seasons after his 49th when he joined the action in the 77th minute, but by now we were more interested in hanging on to what
we had, instead of attacking too much and Keogh was next to get a yellow card for delaying his goal kick. However, Keogh had
already kicked the ball by the time the card was waved, and more time was actually wasted because the referee pulled the game
back for a re-kick!

The home side continued to press for an equaliser, but they wouldn’t threaten again and in fact the final opportunity of the match
went to Eshilokun who nearly caught Honey out from twenty yards with a chip, but although the keeper’s clearance wasn’t the
best contact, it was good enough to keep the ball out.

The final whistle led to celebrations from the players and few supporters that had made the journey and there was an additional
bonus as results elsewhere ensured that the win actually moved us off the bottom of the table for the first time in weeks. It may
be optimistic to expect to get anything out of our next two matches against Farnham Town and Knaphill, but we were looking like
being cut adrift two weeks ago and yet now we are back amongst the other teams with games in hand. We're not done yet!

Epsom & Ewell: Harvey Keogh, Jabari Ofosu-Hernandez, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Thompson Adeyemi, Zach Powell (c), Ollie
Thompson, Sirak Negassi, Rory Edwards, Ade Batula, Tijani Eshilokun, Jaan Stanley
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Subs: Tino Carpene for Negassi (61), Luke Miller for Batula (77), Nick Inwugwu for Edwards (92)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk

LibDem PPC awarded Medal by the King

Epsom & Ewell Liberal Democrat Parliamentary Candidate Helen Maguire received a British Empire Medal (BEM) in The King’s
Birthday Honours list announced in June.

The honour was given for the contribution Helen has made for services to the community of Claygate, Surrey, where she lives
with her family.

Helen, a former Captain in the Royal Military Police who served in Bosnia and Iraq said, “I am absolutely delighted to have had
the work that I and others in my local community have undertaken in recent years recognised.

“Our efforts to establish wider facilities for the community to support all ages and particularly young people and sport in the
immediate area, while providing new options for others came to fruition with the opening of the Claygate Pavilion. It’s therefore
humbling to have received such recognition for what was a team effort, so I therefore congratulate those who supported me in
establishing our community centre in Claygate.

“My ambition in standing as Liberal Democrat Parliamentary Candidate for Epsom & Ewell, Ashtead and Leatherhead, is to
extend the sort of work that we have been engaged in in Claygate to this constituency so that all can benefit from the sort of
improvements that are needed in the area”.

Helen served in Bosnia on a NATO multinational peacekeeping mission and Iraq, to help rebuild the Iraqi Police Service while
providing on-the-ground counter- insurgency policing support to front line infantry.

She is a nationally recognised fundraiser having secured over £1 million for UK charities since leaving the Army.

Over the Moon for World BMX result for Glyn boy

A teenager from Ewell has been celebrating after his first time representing Great Britain in this year’s BMX World
Championships.

Hugo Moon, 15, competed against 200 riders in his age category at the event, which took place in Glasgow.

The annual competition saw 3,000 riders from some 50 countries take part, with each competing in three races, or Motos, to
secure a coveted top-four place in the final.

Despite having only taken up the sport in 2020, Hugo, a student at Glyn School, a member of GLF Schools Multi Academy Trust,
achieved fourth, third and fourth places in his qualifiers. He finished sixth in the Eighth Final to attain an overall ranking of 48th
in the world.

“Hugo had an amazing time and enjoyed being part of the GB team, although it was a little overwhelming, as it was his first
experience of an event of this magnitude, and the sheer scale of the event was impressive,” said Hugo’s mother, Sheryl Moon,
who was there with his father and older sister to support him at the event.

“It was a rollercoaster of emotions from nervousness to excitement and enjoyment. Participating was not just about winning but
also about personal growth. He learnt the value of perseverance, resilience, and the importance of setting goals and striving for
them.”

“He loved being in the GB tent with all the camaraderie, nervous energy and banter,” she continued. “The spirit of the GB riders
and supporters was so strong; the support and encouragement were heart-warming.

“He was a little disappointed as he really wanted to be in the top 32, but, if he did it again, I'm sure he could achieve that now
that he’s experienced his first World Championships. With some more regional and national races under his belt, he will only get
better and faster.”

Currently attached to Runnymeade Rockets, with whom he trains twice a week, Hugo first took up Park BMX when he was 12,
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before progressing to competitive racing aged 13. His selection for Team GB was based on his high national ranking the previous
year.

As well as his family, the Year 11 student has been supported by friends and staff members at Glyn School, part of the GLF
Schools Multi-Academies Trust - although GCSEs mean he will be unable to compete in next year’s event.

“Watching Hugo compete was nerve-wracking but also very exciting for us - I'm sure competing is far easier!” added Mrs Moon.
“The crowd atmosphere was electric and so supportive towards all our GB riders. The event was not without drama, with some
riders falling and being injured in practice or in races. We were just praying he stayed on his bike and got through each race. But,
honestly, we are so proud of him.

“Hugo has been on an amazing and fast journey to get to this level. This experience will stay with him forever, and to be able to
say he represented Great Britain is a huge honour.”

Play streets coming to Epsom and Ewell

A closed-street scheme is being launched in Epsom to “get more children away from their ipads and TVs and actually play
outside”.

A ‘play street’ for Miles Road was approved by Epsom and Ewell Borough Council after residents pushed for temporary
closures so their children could play outside.

Councillor Clive Woodbridge, chair of the community and wellbeing committee, said: “More than 90 local authorities have
introduced the Playing Out scheme in their areas, and I'm really pleased to see this initiative come to Epsom and Ewell. “We
believe the scheme will help support the mental, physical, and emotional wellbeing of children and the community by creating a
safe and inclusive space for everyone to play in and by fostering a much needed sense of neighbourliness.”

The scheme has already been adopted by neighbouring Elmbridge Borough Council.

Playing Out is a not-for-profit organisation set up by parents in 2009 with the aim of getting young people out and about more
freely.

The schemes, which have the backing of Play England, allow for streets that are not a main road or bus routes to be closed to
through traffic for up to three hours.

Play streets are resident-led and need the agreement of neighbours. They are designed to give children the freedom to play
outside and bring communities together.

Volunteers steward the roads and parents are responsible for their own children.
Applications to become a play street are handled by the same council team responsible for street party road closures.

Addressing the October 10 meeting, Cllr Woodbridge said: “We’ve looked at it and wherever it’s been adopted there has been
some significant benefits and it’s a useful scheme.”

He told the committee the decision would be reviewed in a year to determine what, if any, changes were needed. He added: “But
it’s quite valuable to get it up and running. “One of the most important things is to let our residents know that they can do this. “It
would be great to get more children away from their ipads and TVs and actually play outside.”

As part of the application process Surrey County Council and the emergency services are notified of any road closures.

Cllr Chris Aimes (Lab, Court Ward) said: “I and my fellow councillors from Court Ward are very much in favour of this.”

Satellite comms. pass Surrey Uni test

A satellite company called Eutelsat OneWeb recently made a big advancement. They successfully connected their low Earth orbit
(LEO) satellites to a 5G mobile network for the first time. This achievement is a big step towards bringing super-fast internet to
people in remote and rural areas.
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They were able to do this with the help of a partnership called the Sunrise Programme, which is supported by the European Space
Agency. In a test, researchers from the University of Surrey used these satellites to connect to a 5G network. These satellites
are orbiting the Earth and make up the second-largest satellite constellation in the world.

During the test, they checked things like video calls, streaming videos, online gaming, virtual and augmented reality, and web
browsing. With the LEO satellites, they were able to provide fast internet with very little delay, or “low latency.” They also made
sure that users could smoothly switch between the satellite network and regular mobile networks, providing a seamless 5G
experience.

Barry Evans, Professor of Satellite Communications at the 6G/5G Innovation Centre (6G/5GIC) at the University of Surrey,
said: “It was thrilling to see no degradation when using the 5G connection made possible by the LEO constellation. This is a step
closer to increasing internet access for more people around the world - a privilege that many of us take for granted. The work
performed in the 5G pilot tests has demonstrated the feasibility of 5G backhaul over LEO satellites.”

Eutelsat OneWeb’s technology is similar to what we have with 4G, and they matched the quality of 5G in the mobile network with
4G quality in the satellite network. This allowed them to support all the applications they tested.

Eutelsat OneWeb has also made a deal with Telstra in Australia to support their 4G and 5G networks.

Overall, this is a significant achievement in bridging the gap in internet access and improving connectivity for people in remote
areas. It’s also a testament to the Surrey’s leadership in space and telecommunications technology.

Image: Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported CC BY-SA 3.0 DEED

Reigate Police Station closes with a concrete problem

Officers and staff are being moved out of Reigate Police Station following the discovery of dangerous crumbly concrete inside the
building. The move leaves CCTV of public spaces in Mole Valley unmonitored.

The public-facing police counter will also move to Caterham Police Station from Monday, October 30. Surrey Police said it carried
out an investigation of its buildings for the presence of Reinforced Autoclaved Aerated Concrete (RAAC) in September after the
national scandal broke following its discovery in schools.

No specific timeframe is provided for how long officers will be moved from Reigate, as it depends on finding a permanent
resolution for the issues with the building. The Police and Crime Commissioner Lisa Townsend said the move would be “A
challenging time for our policing teams.

Structural engineers confirmed RAAC was used in the construction of Reigate Police Station. Distressed RAAC can suddenly
collapse with no apparent warning. The majority of the dangerous concrete at the station is said to still be in good condition and
is not an immediate risk but one external area was showing signs of distress - Surrey Police said in a release issued after
questions from the Local Democracy Reporting Service.

The force immediately relocated staff and officers from the area in immediate danger, on the advice of engineers, to elsewhere in
the police station, and installed supports to reinforce the roof. According to Surrey Police, this has now been signed off and can
be reoccupied.

Engineers have also been instructed to carry out weekly checks on the rest of the station in order to allow its neighbourhood
policing team to operate out of the station “until a longer-term solution can be found”. The public-facing police counter will move
to Caterham Police Station from Monday, October 30.

The station also monitors the public spaces CCTV camera for Mole Valley District Council. Surrey Police said it will no longer be
able to continue this service with discussions ongoing over “potential technical solutions”. A public consultation has also been
launched on the future provision of CCTV in the area.

Police and Crime Commissioner Lisa Townsend: “I want to reassure our local communities across East Surrey that plans are
already in place to ensure the policing service they receive will not be affected by the situation at Reigate Police Station. The
safety of the public and our officers, staff and volunteers must be the most important consideration and I fully support the prompt
action being taken by the force to vacate the majority of the building.

“This, of course, is a temporary measure, and my office will work closely with the chief constable and his team to ensure that we
can find a long-term solution for the future of our Eastern Divisional HQ as quickly as possible. This is a challenging time for our
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policing teams based at Reigate, but they are incredibly resilient in the face of adversity, and I want to thank them all on behalf of
the public for their patience and understanding whilst we deal with this issue.”

Other police teams will work remotely or from alternative sites where possible. The police insist the changes will not impact
service levels expected from the force.

Temporary assistant chief constable for local policing, Alison Barlow, said: “The health and safety of our staff, officers, volunteers,
and the public is of paramount importance and the force responded swiftly following the identification of RAAC at Reigate Police
Station.

“In the short-term some teams, including our Neighbourhood Policing Teams, who spend much of their time away from the police
station patrolling and attending calls for service, remain in the area of Reigate police station with prop-supports in place whilst
longer-term options are explored, and those teams who are office-based and can work remotely or from another police site are
being supported to do so.”

[Surrey Police’s counter service in Epsom is located during normal business hours only within the Town Hall, The Parade, Epsom.
Reigate Police Station’s counter-service was open full-time, so from now out of hours personal attendances will have to go to
Caterham or Staines or Guildford.]

No reservations to put reserves in “Thames to Downs”

Epsom & Ewell Council Eyes Inclusion of Local Natural reserves in the “Thames To Downs’ National Nature Reserve.

The Council’s Environment Committee 17th October debated an ambitious move to preserve its natural heritage and enhance
biodiversity. The Council is considering the inclusion of several of its green spaces within the proposed ‘Thames To Downs
National Nature Reserve’ (NNR). The council plans to report back to the committee if Natural England deems them suitable for
this scheme.

The recommendation comes as a bid to consolidate and expand upon the Council’s ongoing efforts in managing biodiversity and
public access within its open spaces. The move also carries the potential for national recognition, designating the council as an
‘Approved Body’ known for maintaining its land to the highest environmental standards on a permanent basis.
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The NNR management criteria align with the council’s strategy of balancing biodiversity conservation with ensuring public access
to these natural sanctuaries. Collaborating as part of the NNR partnership with neighboring landowners is anticipated to attract
substantial external funding to aid in long-term land preservation and management.

Furthermore, inclusion in the NNR not only fulfills key service priorities but also demonstrates the council’s commitment to its
statutory responsibilities. It aligns seamlessly with the ‘Biodiversity Duty’ and other environmental requirements, such as
upcoming Local Nature Recovery Strategies.

The NNR status will not only showcase the borough as an exceptional place to live and work but also contribute significantly to
preserving and expanding local biodiversity.

Epsom Common Local Nature Reserve (LNR), a site of national importance for nature, gained recognition as a Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI) alongside Ashtead Common back in 1955. In the 2005-2015 Epsom Common Management Plan, the
council committed to achieving a ‘Favorable’ SSSI condition assessment for Epsom Common. Subsequently, the goal was to apply
for National Nature Reserve status, encompassing the entirety of the Epsom & Ashtead Commons SSSI as part of a National
Nature Reserve.

The endeavor to secure NNR status for Epsom Common LNR is well-documented in the council’s current Epsom Common LNR
Management Plan 2016-2116 and the Climate Change Action Plan.
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An officer explained to the committee: “We are really keen that Epsom Common joins Ashtead Common in being declared a
National Nature Reserve. We've all been set up for that for over a decade. It’s in the management plan; it’s Council policy to do
that. But Natural England has changed its approach to National Nature Reserves in the last two or three years. They have put
forward the offer to work with us and other partners to form a much larger, what they would term a super-national Nature
Reserve, going from the Thames at Kingston to the North Downs.”

ClIr Julie Morris (LibDem College) raised the question what legal status such a NNR would have? Could landowners within them
nevertheless develop their land? The officer answered: “Epsom Common, for example, is a Site of Special Scientific Interest, and
that’s the strongest legal protection that you can afford a site like that. The other sites that are being put forward are in the
Green Belt. They are sites of nature conservation importance. They have ancient woodlands. All of those are material
considerations for a planning application. Alistair Helwell, who is the lead person at Natural England for National Nature
Reserves, does make a point of saying it is a declaration, not a designation. So it doesn’t afford greater protection, but it does
afford a greater level of kudos, obviously”

National Nature Reserves (NNRs) are vital for preserving significant habitats, species, and geology while serving as invaluable
‘outdoor laboratories’ for research. These reserves offer opportunities for schools, special interest groups, and the general public
to directly experience wildlife and learn more about nature conservation.

Currently, England boasts 221 NNRs covering over 105,000 hectares of land, approximately 0.7% of the country’s surface. The
largest among them is The Wash, sprawling over almost 8,800 hectares, while Dorset’s Horn Park Quarry is the smallest at 0.32
hectares. The five proposed sites in Epsom & Ewell together span an impressive 455 hectares, equivalent to 13.4% of the
borough’s land.

A ‘Favorable’ SSSI condition assessment was successfully attained in 2010, prompting the council to commence the NNR
application process. Unfortunately, due to funding cuts at Natural England, the application was postponed for nearly a decade. It
was only in 2021 that the council was approached once again by Natural England, offering renewed prospects for an NNR
application. In 2022, Natural England’s approach evolved, emphasizing the creation of more extensive landscape-scale NNRs in
line with the government’s ‘Making Space For Nature’ initiative.

The council has been invited to put forward other sites under its ownership/management for possible inclusion in a landscape-
scale NNR stretching from the Thames at Kingston to Box Hill on the North Downs.

Five potential sites in Epsom & Ewell, including Epsom Common Local Nature Reserve (LNR), Manor Open Space, Horton
Country Park LNR, Hogsmill LNR, and Nonsuch Park, have been identified. Natural England has suggested an affiliate status for
sites primarily designated for purposes other than nature conservation, such as Epsom Downs. It’s important to note that the
inclusion of Nonsuch Park will require separate permission from the Nonsuch Park Joint Management Committee.

A comprehensive partnership with a variety of landowners is envisioned, including local authorities, Surrey Wildlife Trust,
National Trust, Woodland Trust, Crown Estates, Merton College (Oxford), and City of London (Ashtead Common).

The unanimous decision of the committee to include the named sites within Epsom & Ewell for consideration will be followed by
assessments of their suitability and the council’s capability as an ‘Approved Body’ for managing an NNR.

Chalk Pit debate deferred by late abatement

The Environment Committee of Epsom and Ewell Borough Council 17th October was to discuss a motion proposed at a Full
Council meeting on July 25, 2023, regarding a noise nuisance issue at the Chalk Pit site in College Road, Epsom. The motion had
suggested that the Council should install professional noise measurement equipment at the site for a minimum of three months
and respond to any noise regulation breaches with noise abatement orders. Councillor Bernie Muir (Conservative Horton) had
introduced the motion at Full Council.

However, the Chair of the Committee, Cllr John Beckett (RA Auriol) announced: “"Members, as you are aware, I made the
decision to withdraw this item from the agenda this evening in light of the recent enforcement activity last week. This activity
resulted in an abatement notice being served to an operator at the Chalk Pit. I am very conscious of the members’ and the
public’s interests in this matter. I am keen to ensure that the proposed motion is debated with full consideration of the
circumstances, including the impact of the recently served abatement notice. Therefore, I propose that this item is deferred and
considered at the next meeting of this committee in January.”
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There were no objections and Cllr Beckett added that there will be “No further debate, questions, or statements will take place
regarding the Chalk Pit until the meeting on the 9th (January).

The Councillors had received an officer’s report written before the abatement notice was served and that report is summarised
here:

The report provided background information about the Chalk Pit, explaining its historical use and current industrial activities. It
highlighted the various sources of noise on the site, such as equipment, machinery, road vehicle arrivals and departures, and
more. The site was in close proximity to residential properties, and complaints about noise had increased since 2021.

Surrey County Council has jurisdiction over waste processing at the site, while other activities are regulated by the Borough
Council. A planning application was submitted by Skip It, including changes and enclosure construction to control noise
emissions. The Environment Agency and local authorities regulate noise and dust issues, depending on the source.

The report described the council’s actions in response to noise complaints, including extensive monitoring and investigation.
Despite clear evidence of audible noise, the council’s officers believed they lacked sufficient evidence to issue an abatement
notice, citing the complexity of the issue and the need for unequivocal evidence.

The report noted that residents had the option to pursue their own civil legal action under the Environmental Protection Act 1990
if they wished to explore this further.

The council had taken some enforcement actions, including Community Protection Warning Notices, but no abatement notices
had been issued due to the lack of evidence.

The report presented three options for the committee to consider:
1. Close the investigation with no further action due to insufficient evidence.
2. Keep the issue under review and seek funding for enforcement action if sufficient evidence emerges.

3. Recommend allocating funding to hire external noise consultants to conduct a fresh investigation based on recent complaints
and site changes.

Option 3 would require additional funding from sources like reserves and would only be pursued in the event of substantial and
substantiated complaints about noise nuisance. Officers asked Councillors “In deciding whether to support renewed
investigations on top of those that have already taken place, Members are asked to consider the likelihood of whether renewed
investigation would ultimately lead to successful enforcement action and, by extension, whether it would be an effective use of
limited Council resources.”

Related reports:

Will the dust ever settle on Chalk Pit conflict?

Don’t wait for the Feast of St Stephen

For the seventh year running, Citizens Advice Epsom & Ewell (CAEE) has teamed up with the
Rotary Clubs of Epsom and Ewell to bring much needed support to those in the borough in need
of help with paying fuel bills this winter.

Project Wenceslas enables those who receive, but do not need, the Government’s Winter Fuel
Payment to donate it to either Rotary Club of Epsom or Rotary Club of Ewell. This money will be
distributed to people in critical need of assistance with energy bills, much needed during the
Cost of Living crisis. All monies donated are redistributed 100% without any deductions for
costs or expenses.

Lisa Davis, CEO, Citizens Advice Epsom & Ewell, said: “With energy bills still the biggest cost-of-
living worry for many individuals and families across the country, this fund is a crucial support
for those in our borough. Please get in touch if either you want to donate your Winter Fuel
Payment, or you are in need of support.”

Since January 2018, CAEE has received nearly £15,000 in donations and made over 170 payments
to families in Epsom & Ewell suffering from fuel poverty.
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If you would like to know more about donating your Winter Fuel Payment, please contact via the
websites epsomrotary.uk or ewellrotaryclub.org.uk and search for Project Wenceslas.

If you are struggling with fuel bills, then contact Citizens Advice Epsom & Ewell on 0808 278 7963
(Mon-Fri, 10am - 4pm) or see our website : www.caee.org.uk https://www.caee.org.uk/

St Stephen’s Day (the first Christian Martyr) is 26th December in Western Christianity.

Page 11
© 2021-2025. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY


https://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=874
https://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=876
https://www.caee.org.uk/

