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Green Belt development objections excluded

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s Draft Local Plan proposes housing developments on Green Belt land. Prominent local
objectors to building on Green Belt land have discovered that their objections have not been counted.

The Council undertook a public consultation on the Draft Local Plan from 1 February to 19 March 2023. Residents could submit
their responses using an online questionnaire or emailing or writing. If emailing or writing it would then be a matter for local
government officers to judge whether the responses were for or against various proposals in the Draft Plan.

Yufan Si, a leading light in the local protest group Epsom and Ewell Green Belt, wrote to the Council and strongly objected to
Green Belt development. Yet, her response has not been classified as a “No” to the questionnaire’s 8th question: “Do you
support Development in the Green Belt?”

Alexander Duval has complained that his clear online objection to building on Horton Farm has not been judged by EEBC to be
an objection. He said: “Q.15 of the consultation questionnaire asked ‘Do you support Site Allocation 6, Horton Farm?’ My answer
started with ‘I strongly disagree with the development of this site’ and was followed by the rationale for this view.

“I believe it is clear from this statement that I do not support the site allocation of Horton Farm. Notwithstanding this, my
response is not classified as ‘No, with suggestions detailed below’; indeed it is not classified at all.”

He added “This issue occurs frequently regarding classification of my own responses, and also in many of the responses that I
have looked at from other residents, all of which appeared to be against building on the Greenbelt.”

Nevertheless, preliminary analysis by Ms Si of samples of the 1736 responses indicates as much as 85% of respondents objecting
to development on Green Belt land.

Both Yufan Si and Alexander Duval have written to EEBC and Councillors demanding a review of the classification of responses to
the consultation on the Draft Local Plan.

The responses to the consultation can be viewed on the internet on THIS LINK.

The progress of the Draft Plan has been paused. At the last meeting of 15th June of the Council committee dealing with the Plan a
new timetable for progressing the process of adopting a new plan for Epsom and Ewell was promised in due course.

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council counters the complaints. Read our further report:
Green complaint not black and white

Related Reports:

Motion to pause Local Plan process

Public meeting on Local Plan dominated by greenbelters.

Pause for thought on paused Plan

and many more....

Confusing debate on police attending mental health
calls

An ex-police officer has responded to Surrey Police and Crime Commissioner’s calls for coppers to attend fewer mental health
call outs - saying the first murder he attended was initally a non-critical mental health call.

Surrey’s Police and Crime Commissioner, Lisa Townsend, recently called for officers to stop attending every mental health call
out, saying officers are being taken off the front line. She has called for the “Right Care, Right Person” model to be introduced,
following the Metropolitan Police also saying from August they will no longer attend mental health call outs where there is not a
threat to life.

Councillor Richard Smith, a Tandridge District Councillor, said he had been a police officer for 30 years and that he was in
agreement with Mrs Townsend’s comments. (sic)
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Cllr Smith (Residents’ Alliance, Burstow, Horne & Outwood) spoke at the annual meeting of Surrey County Council’s Police and
Crime Panel on Thursday (June 29). He said: “Probably the first murder I went to was a non-critical [mental health] call to a
person who then decided to stab the nurse to death with a carving knife out of the kitchen. I feel that’s where we are going to
come unstuck when it comes to removing police from mental health calls.”

Mrs Townsend responded that was “absolutely the right place for police to be” and there would always be a role for police to play
in such cases. But she said police officers should not be attending where there was a role for other agencies, such as adult social
care or the NHS, to follow up.

Earlier in the meeting she had pointed to additional money given to the NHS for mental health support, which police don’t get.
But she was clear the police should not get additional money, in her opinion.

She said: “If somebody has broken their leg we would not expect them to be in the back of a police car. “If somebody is having a
mental health crisis I do not want them in the back of a police car.”

Mrs Townsend said she’d had “difficult” conversations with NHS representatives about police officers not being able to attend all
mental health calls.

She told the meeting the difference was: “I'm not walking into A&E in St Peter’s on a Friday night saying can we borrow a couple
of nurses because we have got some burglaries that need solving in Woking?”

She said in February, officers spent 515 hours on incidents relating to mental health which was the highest number of hours ever
recorded in a single month by Surrey Police.

Image: Police and Crime Commissioner for Surrey Lisa Townsend. Surrey Live photographer Darren Pepe.

Local Talent Shines Bright

On the evening of June 27th, 2023, The Epsom Playhouse opened its doors to The Epsom and Ewell Showcase, brought
together by the Epsom Rotary Club. This evening had it all, proving that our community is bursting with extraordinary talent
and bringing everyone together to fundraise for local charities.

The evening began with a young Epsom saxophonist whose melodic tunes transported the audience to another realm. She was
followed by Kasumi Brooker, whose soprano voice soared through the auditorium gracefully. Then came Ambition School of
Dance, showcasing their remarkable choreography and flawless execution. Cam Brown lightened the mood with his humorous
songs, and the Bharathakalalayam South Indian Dance Troupe transported the audience to the vibrant and rich world of
Indian classical dance and legend. Leatherhead Link's inspirational and emotional performance closed the first half with the
audience in complete harmony with the choir. In the second half, Protégem brought us the 70s vibes and danced to Abba’s hits,
the Girlguiding Epsom sang campfire favourites, and the Epsom Silver Band’s Brass Quintet perfectly played well-known
versions of classic songs.

The presence of the Mayor of Epsom and Ewell Clir Robert Geleit and the Mayoress added a touch of prestige to the event.
Their support and appreciation for local talent underscored the importance of nurturing and celebrating our community’s creative
spirit.

None of this would have been possible without the support of generous sponsors: Honey & Bamboo, a zero-waste shop from Ewell

Village, Alexandra Park’s Park View Cafe, Rotary South D1145, a kind anonymous donor and the fantastic people at the Playhouse
who helped with everything.

Epsom Rotary is active in the community with a wonderful allotment project delivering food to The Pantry in South Street and
working in conjunction with the Epsom and Ewell Royal British Legion to look after our veterans, amongst many other
activities. If you would like to join Rotary or become a Friend of Rotary and volunteer to help your community as well, then don’t
hesitate to fill out the form:

https://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/membershipenquiry.php?ClubID=874
You can find out more about Rotary here: https://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=874

Reporter Romana Sustar is a multilingual freelance journalist, University Language Tutor, marketer and owner of Epsom
Digital Ltd., a local digital marketing agency.
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Running ahead of Crohn’s disease

“I didn’t think I would ever be able to run 10k” said Epsom man and Crohn’s disease sufferer Harry Reed. But he will now
compete in the London race on 9 July to raise awareness of disease.

Last year, after a long battle with Crohn’s Disease, 24-year-old Harry Reed weighed just 48kg. Today he is training for the ASICS
London 10k and is in his best health of recent years. “I'm super excited,” says Harry who is due to compete on July 9.

“My knee’s been playing up recently, so I've had to take it easy over the last couple of weeks...but apart from that...I have a
feeling it’s going to go very well.” Before [developing Crohn’s] I was an athlete,” says Harry who grew up in Epsom. “I was a
county sprinter and I actually qualified for the county races.”

After losing much of his strength due to illness Harry’s race preparation now incorporates muscle training to help with his
endurance. “All the strength that you’d normally build up in like your joints, I lost it. So, I'm currently doing a lot of work to kind
of build up the strength in my ligaments, tendons and around my

knees and ankles.”

Crohn’s Disease is a chronic condition which causes parts of the gut to become swollen and inflamed resulting in symptoms
including pain, diarrhoea, weight loss and extreme tiredness.

Harry developed Crohn’s in 2015 when, after a calf muscle injury, he contracted glandular fever later leading to the onset of his
disease. The route to a diagnosis was not straight forward and Harry spent his GCSEs through to A levels in and out of hospitals.
“They just couldn’t figure it out because my blood tests weren’t coming back with anything specific that was wrong,” Harry says.

Harry was finally diagnosed in 2017, 2 years after his symptoms began. But, that year, during an initial surgery to treat the
Crohn’s, Harry developed life threatening infections of the blood and stomach lining known as sepsis and peritonitis. He was
transferred from Epsom to St Helier’s hospital for emergency surgery.

“I wasn’t expected to live. So that was a bit of a miracle in itself...I had to basically say goodbye to my parents, my family at that
time because we all knew that it wasn’t good.”

The complications did not end there. In 2019, Harry developed hair loss known as alopecia. He also experienced two rounds of
failed drug treatments which led to a severe return of symptoms in 2022.

“My diet sort of got narrower and narrower about things that were okay for me to eat...by the end of September [2022], I had not
been able to eat for a couple of weeks. I ended up going into hospital through A&E due to the backlog of patients with COVID.”

Harry was given intravenous nutrition before undergoing further surgery to remove the problem part of his bowel. Thankfully the
operation was a success, and it was in 2022 that Harry was able to rediscover
his love for running.

“When I first started.... it went terribly. But it felt great when I got back, to actually feel like I accomplished something or at least
to have that sort of exercise endorphin release. Mentally the fog had been lifted for just a moment which was really great.”

“As I was able to eat more, my body was able to take in more calories, my strength grew. By November of 2022 I was given the
kind of all clear by my surgeon... It’s been a blessing to be able to do it for myself and prove to myself that I can do it. I didn’t
think I would ever be able to run 10k so to be able to feel confident about doing a good job is so exciting.”

Harry will run to raise awareness of the disease, which affects over 1 in 123 people in the UK*.

“It’s an invisible illness - you'll never know if someone’s got Crohn’s,” says Harry. “I think the tough thing... is realising the
severity and the kind of the intensity that people suffer when it comes to the flare ups. It’s something that is really hard to put
into perspective. I think also the lack of energy that you have...it’s like you have to work 10 times as hard. And most of the time
your output is 10 times less. I think once you can be educated, you can then have empathy towards people and some more
understanding”.

Harry currently works as a creative director for a publishing house start-up based in Epsom, where he lives with his fiancé. His
upcoming race will be the start of many, with plans to run the Bacchus Wine 10k at Denbies Wine Estate in September.

You can find out more about Harry’s upcoming race at

https://limelightsports.club/event/asics-london-10k-2023.
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*Crohn’s Disease or Ulcerative Colitis - stats from Crohn’s and Colitis UK

Biggins departs for good conduct

This was Mark Biggins’ last concert in charge of Epsom Chamber Choir. He may return some day as a guest. The conductor
Chamber Choir have shared with English National Opera moves on to take a post with the Grand Théatre de Genéve, a bit too
distant to combine.

Auditions for a replacement happen this autumn. Conductors leave their impression on this choir. For two decades Michael
Stevenson worked on refinement and blend such that you needed to be very close to pick out individual voices from the
ensemble. His successor, Piers Maxim, liked to entrust choir members with solo spots instead of hiring outside soloists. Mark
Biggins has brought an added experience of the opera house, so the timbre has gained energy and exuberance, especially among
higher voices, that would do justice to a larger venue even than St Martin’s Church, Epsom.

All these influences were on show in Saturday’s concert (24th June at St Martins Church, Epsom). The ensemble retains its
refinement, between singers well used to listening to each other. The big and difficult tenor solo in the choral dances from
Britten’s Gloriana was skilfully handled by Dominic Morris. Neil Thomas took the baritone spotlight in the folksong
arrangement The Lark in the Clear Air. The Britten choral dances, from Gloriana, were straight out of the opera house, with fast
tempi and committed dynamic variations creating an aural spectacle.

There were over a dozen separate items, showcasing an eclectic range of repertoire, mostly on a theme of summer but with one
bizarre Christmas piece apparently left over from an earlier programme, Jonathan Dove’s Wellcome All Wonders. Covid may have
cancelled the date when it should have been sung but the choir were not to be denied the chance of demonstrating their prowess
tuning its complicated discords.

The audience got invited to sing a refrain in the title number, the mediaeval tune Sumer is Icumen In. A cuckoo has been known
to visit Epsom Common. If you encounter it and were at this concert, you know now how to address it.

Instead of more Britten, Flower Songs were furnished by Eric Whitacre. His trademark use of dissonance is more velvety and
luxuriant. I have heard it compared to chocolate cake. The choir tuned all the clusters confidently and allowed their audience to
wallow in the rich sonority.

Steve Ridge played for the one jazzier piece, by Bob Chilcott, that needed a piano. The other accompanied items employed a
harp, more exotic and less percussive and played by Mared Pugh-

Evans. She was kept busy, in the Britten dances, in a mystical upper-voices song Summer by Gustav Holst and in two euphonous
folk-song arrangements by John Bawden. He was singing tenor with Chamber Choir last time I heard these settings but has now
gravitated to bass. He composes with a calm facility combined with a lifelong immersion in choral idiom. Hearing these songs was
as refreshing as being handed a long, cool drink.

Mared Pugh-Evans switched from subtle accompaniment with hints of ancient bucolic tradition to virtuoso display for her solo
item, Rhapsodie, by Marcel Grandjany. Composed by a harpist, it let her demonstrate a vast range of impossibly rapid ripples and
resonant chords, sometimes at the same time, while always giving the impression that this is what harpists do for fun.

Epsom clarinettist Zoé Humphries joined her for the Victorian Kitchen Garden Suite by Paul Reade, a piece chosen to entertain
rather than dazzle. They played with appealing, never forced tone, passing the tunes from one to the other and radiating serenity
around the building as the evening started to cool. We heard a Monteverdi madrigal and two joyful, sparkling partsongs by Fanny
Hensel.

Then Mark Biggins’ valedictory item, a nod to his past studies in America, was Stephen Paulus’ The Road Home, which was
encored affectingly.

Nigel Williams
Related reports:

Passion in the heart of Epsom
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New Epsom theatre very open for business

Set amidst rolling lavender fields, the Lavender Theatre will open for its inaugural summer season this July in Epsom. The
theatre is located at 139 Reigate Road, Epsom KT17 3D

The 250-seat open air theatre will be home for an annual season of plays and musicals with a truly elegant backdrop. Based at
Mayfield Lavender in Surrey, the theatre has been co-founded by director Joe McNeice (producer/director of ‘DIVA: Live From
Hell!’), Mayfield owner Brendan Maye and Jonathan Muir.

The inaugural season will open with Irving Berlin’s classic musical ‘Annie Get Your Gun’ from July 17, with music and lyrics by
Irving Berlin, original book by Herbert and Dorothy Fields as revised by Peter Stone, with new direction and choreography by
Simon Hardwick (‘My Fair Lady’).

The launch of the theatre will see the completion of a significant investment into the Epsom site, which already boasts a coffee
bar, shop, and a full service glasshouse restaurant due to open alongside the theatre this summer.

“This will be more than just a visit to a theatre,” commented Joe McNeice, “Audiences will be able to grab a picnic to enjoy among
the blossoming rows of lavender as the sun begins to set, before taking their seats in our covered auditorium to watch a show
under the stars.”

Since opening in 2006, the Mayfield Lavender Farm in Banstead has grown into a major summer destination for tourists and
locals in South London, and this year the team are opening the gates to a theatre at their sister location in Epsom.

Lavender Theatre Artistic Director Joe McNeice worked behind the scenes at London’s immersive ‘Great Gatsby’, and was
Regent’s Park Open Air Theatre’s Visitor Services Manager until 2022, after graduating from the University of York in 2018.

“The whole place looks incredible, just walking about the site is a real treat for all the senses,” McNeice added, “so our shows
have to compliment their surroundings and match the sophistication that the natural landscape has set for us.”

Speaking of his plans for ‘Annie Get Your Gun’, Simon Hardwick said: “The show will be a rip-roaring staging of the well known
Broadway musical in a very raw and kinetic production that evokes the energy of Buffalo Bill’s original touring celebrations of the
Wild West. The Lavender Theatre will be a dream destination; an environment in which to enjoy a West End-standard production
under a hazy summer sky.”

The theatre, privately funded and managed by Lavender Productions Ltd., will produce its own shows with plans to see the
summer season expand year on year with diverse and engaging programming.

McNeice said: “With no public funding or grants to help us achieve this mammoth project, we are relying solely on our Box Office
income to build the Lavender Theatre into a profitable business, but we believe that creating a new producing theatre, a proper
landmark location for the arts in Surrey, is something worth the investment, for both the local community and the wider industry.

“I'm really passionate about developing new shows, particularly musicals. The location is perfect because it’s actually very close
to London, but far enough away to have its own identity, which will give us the opportunity to develop work without the vast
expense and pressure that comes with opening new shows in the capital. It’s an incredibly exciting opportunity.”

Tickets for the inaugural season are on sale today at lavendertheatre.com.

Time for us all to slow down?

A default 20mph speed limit could be coming to Surrey’s towns and villages. Surrey County Council is developing a new
speed limit policy with the aim of making streets safer and tackling climate change.

The proposed changes will a work on a presumption that most 30mph roads in urban and village settings will be reduced to
20mph.

There are on average nearly 30 deaths on Surrey’s roads each year, and a new road safety strategy will not only work to bring
that number down, but also fit in with council objectives around liveable and “healthy” streets.

A meeting of the county council’s communities, environment and highways select committee on Wednesday (July 5) will look at
the plans, which officers have been working on since the beginning of the year.
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Council documents show that 95 per cent of pedestrians hit by cars at 20mph survive, dropping to around half at 30mph and to 5
per cent at 40mph. They also say that in 2021, 24 people were killed and 647 were seriously injured on Surrey’s roads.

A bid brought to council in 2022 to make the default speed limit 20mph in town centres and residential areas was rejected by
county councillors.

The council’s cabinet member for highways and community resilience asked officers at the start of 2023 to come up with a new
policy with “a clear ambition” for “more appropriate” speed limits town centres, residential areas, village centres and outside
schools.

It comes as the council also considers adopting a “Vision Zero” approach, following the principle that “it is neither inevitable nor
acceptable that anyone should be killed or seriously injured when travelling”.

The approach is being brought in by councils across the UK including in London, Kent, Essex, Cambridgeshire and Devon and
started in Sweden in the 1990s.

A Local Transport Plan adopted by the council in July 2022 sets out plans for changes to the transport network in Surrey up to
2032 and after. Part of that plan include introduction of 20mph limits using just signs, rather than “self-enforcing” zones which
would include physical traffic calming measures like speed humps.

The plans said: “There is a presumption that most existing 30mph limits will be reduced to 20mph, however, this is not
appropriate for all roads.” There would still, for example, be 30mph “buffers” on the approach to towns and villages, for safe
transition into and out of the 20mph limits.

Documents also said a 20mph zone would not be appropriate and higher limits would be kept where the number of pedestrians
and cyclists using the road was low and would still be even with lower speeds, and where there were no need for pedestrians and
cyclists to mix with motor traffic. This could include where there were segregated cycle paths, crossing points or no need for
people to cross the road.

Streets likely to see speed limit reductions are those where “vulnerable road users and vehicles are expected to mix in a frequent
and planned manner” including residential streets, and places where people go for shopping, leisure, socialising, business or
health.

A reduction to 20mph limits also fits in with the council’s plans to create “healthy streets”, a scheme which prompted a councillor
to pen a break-up letter from a street to a car earlier this year.

Organisations that have called for greater use of 20mph limits include the General Assembly of the United Nations, The World
Health Organisation and The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence.

While meeting documents show that not all drivers would stick to a new 20mph limit, such schemes should result in an overall
reduction in mean average speeds.

Since publication of this story on 29.06.2023, Surrey County Council has said 30.06.2023, the report has been withdrawn from
the agenda for “further work to be undertaken”.

Image: Backspace289 Public Domain

Epsom family Opened to a two degree challenge

Joanna McLenaghan walked quite literally in her Epsom father’s footsteps when she followed dad Ian across the stage to collect
identical degrees recently at a ceremony staged by The Open University.

The pair signed up for an OU MSc in Maths in the same year and there followed six years of “total rivalry” to see who could get
the best marks for assignments.

It’s the third degree for Joanna, 36, who is now a data scientist managing a team of people at Gousto, the recipe box company.

She earned a first-class degree in physics at Oxford followed by a doctorate in the same subject from the University of St
Andrews. But her latest achievement was hard won by burning the midnight oil whilst working full time.

Jo, as she is also known, says her OU degree was definitely a factor in her gaining her latest job at Gousto as she says employers
know the “level of effort and commitment that you have to put in, particularly doing something over six years on top of a job.
Whilst I already had the undergraduate degree and a PhD, I think as an employer, when you’re looking through hundreds of
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applications having something like this on a CV really helps you to shine,” she said.

Ian McLenaghan, 66, from Epsom in Surrey, is full of praise for his daughter: “I'm incredibly proud of her achievements. We
might have started out on the same pathway but she’s much more of a people person, who’s capable of doing things like
management. “That’s something I avoided like the plague when I was working. I just wanted to go away in a cupboard somewhere
and work on my own solving technical problems.”

Yet Ian is something of an academic himself. He also has an Oxford degree in physics, and in the same subject holds a doctorate
from Imperial College as well as an MS from the California Institute of Technology. He began his MSc while semi-retired to “keep
Alzheimer’s at bay” but also admitted “I guess we like studying”.

Jo says she clearly remembers Ian encouraging her and supporting her studies through childhood: “I always remember, before I
went to high school, that my dad and I had these study sessions where he cut out these different molecules and then we’d attach
them together with paper clips. And he was always buying me things like magnet sets, so he definitely encouraged me from a
young age.” She says once he bought her a book on Java programming!

For Jo, her dad is an inspiration: “He’s had a lifelong love of learning that he’s been willing to pass on. He taught himself coding
and computer programming and it’s that curiosity that has guided him his whole life.” She added: “I think a lot of people think
you just learn when you're a child; a teenager and then you when you go to university and then that’s it!”

The Open University (OU) is the largest academic institution in the UK and a world leader in flexible distance learning. Since it
began in 1969, the OU has taught more than 2.3 million students worldwide and currently has over 208,000 students.Seventy-one
per cent of directly registered students are in full-time or part-time employment, and 76 FTSE 100 companies have sponsored
staff to take OU courses.

Philippa Green reporting.

Accountant’s fees in dispute

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council's external audit fees, provided by Grant Thornton UK LLP, are in the region between
£50,000 to £60,000 per annum for an annual budget in the region of £8.5 million. Another Surrey council with a budget in the
region of £11.5 million is facing auditor fees between about £160,000 and £245,000. Emily Coady-Stemp reports:

A Surrey council will challenge its auditors over a staggering 479 per cent increase in fees for the work it did on two years of the
authority’s accounts.

Standard fees for the audits, which relate to accounts for 2019/20 and 2020/21, were set at £36,000 per year. But Tandridge
District Council has now been hit with a bill for additional fees totalling £345,000, a difference which officers say represents
three per cent of the council’s annual budget.

Mark Hak-Sanders, the district council’s chief finance officer, told the meeting that officers were in the early stages of
discussing fees with Deloitte and would undertake the first stage of challenging them.

Should they not be able to reach an agreement with the auditors, which he said was a “distinct possibility”, the challenge would
be escalated to the Public Sector Audit Appointments, the body responsible for setting the standard scale fees.

Meeting documents set out the reasons for the increase in fees charged, which stood at an additional £136,000 for 2019/20’s
account and an additional £209,000 for 2020/21.

Deloitte’s submission said: “The scale fee is based on assumptions about the scope and required time to complete our work, and
does not reflect any additional audit issues for the year, or the increasing scope of work required due to new auditing
requirements and regulatory requirements.”

Quality or preparation issues led to the largest additional fees in both years, and documents showed that compared to around 700
hours of work built in to the scale fee, the total time spent on the 2019/20 audit was around 4,600 hours and in 2020/21 around
5,800 hours.

The meeting heard that some level of variation was expected, though not as high as this, and Mr Hak-Sanders said officers would
report back to the committee on the progress of the challenge.

Page 7
© 2021-2025. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY


https://epsomandewelltimes.com/accountants-fees-in-dispute

Current

EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

Far thes camimunity, oy the community. & net-far-proft service

——
=

ISSN 2753-2771

Additional work on the audits included more detail requested by the Financial Reporting Council, new assets being bought in a
year which were not included on original figures, and in one case a delay of five months for a document to be passed on to
auditors by the council.

Mr Hak-Sanders said any increase in the fees should not impact on the council’s service delivery for the coming financial year but
there nonetheless was a risk associated with the increase which needed to be managed. He told the meeting: “As with any risk,
the council has contingency set aside to manage it and so it wouldn’t affect frontline spending decisions as such. In the long term,
any money that we spend on audit is money that’s either less in reserves or less to spend on front line delivery.”

After the meeting, Mr Hak-Sanders said: “The accounts for 2019/2020 and 2020/2021 were produced before a complete
transformation of financial management at Tandridge District Council.

“The transformation of the council’s finances has put us in a much stronger place to meet challenges such as reduced funding,
inflation and the cost of living crisis, as well as strengthening our approach to financial reporting and accounts

Chris Grayling MP on new homes and biodiversity

Now that the local elections are out of the way, we all wait with interest to see what the Borough Council is planning to do about
its controversial plan to build all over the green belt. I hope they will now think again.

The loss of green belt is not just about the loss of character in our area. It would also have a huge impact on local biodiversity.
The loss of Horton Farm would have a knock on impact on the Common and Horton Country Park, with the loss of habitat for
birds and animals which range across the whole area.

And that would come at a time when local authorities are expected to play a much more active role in the restoration of nature.

For half a century we have seen a sharp decline in native species in the UK. While a few have thrived, and nature is to blame for
some of the decline - have you noticed how many more magpies there are around to empty the nests of smaller birds - the reality
is that continuing development and the loss of habitat, alongside the use of pesticides, has made a huge difference.

I hope and believe that is now beginning to change. There are firm Government targets for the restoration of nature. Councils are
obliged to have a Local Nature Recovery Strategy with real action plans in it. Developers will, from November, be obliged to build
a plan for biodiversity net gain into their developments. That means if they take a way a habitat, they need to invest in developing
another elsewhere. I hope that will narrow the cost gap between building on brownfield sites and just building on open fields.

The new system of agricultural support will also make a difference. Outside the European Union we have been free to develop an
entirely different approach to supporting farmers, away from the constraints of the Common Agricultural Policy. The new UK
approach will reward farmers for achieving a better balance between production and nature - for example by restoring
hedgerows that were ripped out in the past, or by leaving much wider margins around fields where insects and small animals can
flourish. Or by restoring the copses that so often stood in the middle of their fields, or the ponds that have so often disappeared.

In particular it will help the growing number of Nature Friendly Farmers around the country, who are taking an entirely different
approach to agriculture with far fewer pesticides and by using what are called cover crops to stimulate the soil instead. Those
who have already gone down this route are finding their costs fall, and often their profitability rises while they produce the same
amount or even more food. A combination of more traditional methods with modern technology is really making a difference.

But in an area like ours where farming is only present on a limited scale, the importance of the open spaces as corridors through
which animals can pass is of particular importance. From the borders of London in West Ewell to the M25, and across to the far
side of the Downs and beyond, there are wide areas where local wildlife can roam. Deer in particular are thriving locally. You can
often see them grazing in the fields between Epsom and Ashtead in the early evening.

We do need new homes. But we cannot just build at the expense of biodiversity. And in an area like ours, where there is an
alternative to the Council’s controversial plan, we would be crazy not to take a different route.
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