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Surrey asbestos pay-out to Epsom caretaker’s family

The family of a former Epsom school caretaker has paid tribute to an ‘amazing’ husband and dad after lawyers recently secured
them a settlement in connection with his asbestos-related cancer death.

Colin Bradley, was diagnosed with mesothelioma, a cancer of the lining of the lung associated with exposure to asbestos, often
decades previously.

Following his diagnosis, Colin, from Epsom, instructed asbestos-related disease specialists at Irwin Mitchell to investigate his
illness and help him access the specialist treatment and care he required. However, he died aged 75 before he could see his case
concluded.

The case was continued by Colin’s son Darren Bradley, 53, in his dad’s memory. His legal team has now secured a significant
settlement from Surrey County Council in connection with Colin’s mesothelioma.

Colin was employed by the local authority as a caretaker at Cuddington County First School from 1976 to 2003. The school is now
Cuddington Primary School, run by the Howard Partnership Trust, who were not involved in the case against Surrey County
Council - the defendant in the claim.

Surrey County Council admitted that the exposure Colin had to asbestos dust should not have happened, and conceded liability in
his claim.

For this year’s Workers’ Memorial Day of 28 April, Darren joined the legal team to warn people of the ongoing danger posed by
asbestos and to pay tribute to an ‘amazing’ dad who was taken from his family due to exposure to the hazardous substance.

Paul Ramsay, the asbestos-related disease specialist supporting Darren and his family, said: “The past few years have been
incredibly difficult for Darren and his family. To face the distress of Colin’s diagnosis and declining health due to mesothelioma
has taken its toll on all of them.

“Colin was determined to get at the truth of his asbestos exposure and while nothing can bring Colin back to his family, the
conclusion of the case and settlement gives them some closure and the answers they were looking for.

“However, Colin’s death is also a stark reminder of the dangers still posed by asbestos, including in public buildings. While many
people associate the use of ashestos with heavy industry its use was much more widespread, including in schools, hospitals,
leisure centres and offices.

“Our own research shows that the presence of asbestos in public buildings, including schools continues to be a real concern
throughout the country. In speaking out, Colin’s family hope to make others aware of the risks of this material. This year’s
Workers’ Memorial Day is an opportunity to remember workers like Colin and pause to reflect and remember all those who have
been lost.”

Before his death Colin believed he had been exposed to asbestos in the boiler room and various service areas whilst working at
the school.

Colin had always been in good health and did not drink alcohol or smoke but began to feel unwell in August 2020, with a loss of
energy and appetite.

After consulting his GP and being sent for tests, mesothelioma was diagnosed in December 2020. Colin began chemotherapy on
13 January, 2021, but his condition continued to deteriorate. He died six months after his diagnosis, on 22 June 2021.

Colin was married to Lorraine Bradley, 65, who is step-mum to Colin’s sons, Darren, Mark and Simon Bradley.

Darren said: “All of our lives changed the day of dad’s diagnosis. As he’d always led such an active and healthy lifestyle, it was
hard to accept anything so serious could be wrong. The speed his illness progressed shocked us all.

“Dad was the central figure in our family, always there encouraging, supporting and looking after us all, even long into our own
adult lives. His loss has left a huge void - and it is especially upsetting to see Lorraine left widowed and alone when they still had
so much to look forward to in their retirement - but I take some comfort knowing that he would have been proud that we secured
an admission of liability from his former employer.

“It’s hard to imagine you could come across such a dangerous substance in a school environment and it’s shocking to think it
could still be there in other schools, posing a risk to others.

“I hope that by speaking about my amazing dad, we can reflect on how much we miss him every day, but also warn others of the
dangers that still exist by coming into contact with asbestos. If we can help keep another family together or help make the
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argument for asbestos removal, dad’s death won’t have been in vain.”

Workers’ Memorial Day on 28 April remembers those who have died as a result of their employment, and campaigns to improve
health and safety standards in the workplace and increase protection for employees.

Research undertaken by Irwin Mitchell suggests more than 4,500 public buildings across 20 of the UK'’s largest local authorities
still contain asbestos, averaging at 225 buildings per authority.

A special Epsom school’s future secured.

The future of Kingswood House School on West Hill in Epsom has been secured after the planning
brought by local developer Steve Curwen, was refused by Surrey County Council on 21 st March. The
School’s landlords have also confirmed in court proceedings pending with the School that they have
no objection to the grant of a new lease to the School.

Kingswood House School has existed on its site for over 100 years and has within its 250 pupils, 172
with registered special educational needs (SEND) the highest number of any school in Surrey. The
School has been awarded the status of “Asset of Community Value” in recognition of its contribution
to the local community and has recently been graded “excellent” in an inspection undertaken by the
Independent Schools Inspectorate.

The proposed planning application would have seen the 100 year old school replaced with a much
smaller school of only 60 pupils for extreme special needs. The application was met with a very
high level of local opposition culminating in 440 objections and a petition of 150 due in large part to
a fear that it was a precursor to an application to build houses on the school playing field and
indeed, across the whole site in the event that the proposed school did not proceed.

Related reports:

Campaign to save special Epsom school builds
Battle for Epsom School continues....

Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes..?

Grayling stood up by developers....

The Cost of Surrey’s Crime Commissioner: “It’s
criminal”?

The Police and Crime Commissioner for Surrey Police was elected in May 2021 on a turnout of Surrey voters of 38%. That was 5%
higher than the national average but the election coincided with Surrey County Council’s election in all the County’s 81 single-
member seats.

The Surrey Police and Crime Commissioner is Conservative Lisa Townsend. Her office explains her role: “Your Commissioner is
responsible for overseeing the work of Surrey Police, holding the Chief Constable to account on your behalf, and funding key
services that strengthen community safety and support victims.”

The Liberal Democrats are calling for the abolition of this post after uncovering the cost of running the office. They state the post
has cost £3.2 million since 2019. And claim: “Since 2021, the Surrey Commissioner, Lisa Townsend, has had three staff members
to run her office social media feeds. The Commissioner has increased the office costs since being elected by £180,000 - the
equivalent to seven community police officers. Since the Commissioner was elected, Surrey has also seen a fall in community
officer numbers (39).”

This compares with an annual budget for Surrey Police of about £250 million and its employment of approximately 2153 officers.
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Julie Morris Leader of the Liberal Democrat group on Epsom & Ewell Borough Council told The Times:

“I have never understood the purpose of Police Commissioners. Political appointees have no place in solving crime. My
experience is that many crimes considered small and personal are unworthy of being given Police attention. These can cause a
great deal of emotional distress and are simply neither followed up nor are they treated seriously. Putting resources back into
those categories of crime will help grow confidence in the Police.”

Top Image is a mock up by Epsom and Ewell Times of Surrey’s Police and Crime Commissioner Lisa Townsend holding two
mobile phones.

Lisa Townsend responded to the Epsom and Ewell Times and said: “Surrey Police now has more frontline officers than ever
before. It will be officially announced this week that the Force has not only met but exceeded its target for extra officers under
the government’s programme to increase numbers by 20,000 across the country. That means more than 300 extra police officers
will have joined the ranks since 2019. This is great news for residents and I believe the new recruits will help to make the Force
the strongest it has been in a generation.

“Last year, Surrey Police made an operational decision to temporarily halt the recruitment of Police Community Support Officers
which was identified as one way of helping the Force meet its savings target. There were no ‘drastic cuts’ - these posts were
replaced with new warranted officers and there were no redundancies or loss of numbers to Surrey Police’s frontline teams. We
expect PCSOs to be back to the current numbers within the next three years and I am pleased to say that recruitment for this
important role has been reopened and the Force are actively seeking applications right now.

“As far as my office budget is concerned, it is important to stress that is accounts for just 0.5% of the total policing budget for
which I am responsible.

“When I was elected as Commissioner in 2021, there were only three PCC teams in the entire country that were smaller than we
had in Surrey. I would be failing in my elected duty if I did not make sure it is properly equipped to effectively carry out all the
responsibilities and growing demands of the PCC role.

“There was a small increase in my budget last year that added posts where we were at our weakest or least resilient which
included one extra post in our communications team. I do not employ three people to ‘run our office social media feeds’ - the
communications team fulfil a number of crucial roles on our wider engagement with the Surrey public across the county.

“My office is also responsible for commissioning vital services across our county that provide life-changing support for a variety of
people across Surrey including survivors of domestic abuse and sexual violence. In addition to our existing funding streams, over
the last two years our commissioning team have worked tirelessly in managing to secure mpre than £4m in government funding
for a range of projects in Surrey. This money will help provide key services helping some of the most vulnerable in our society as
well as local projects, such as the Safer Streets initiative, that are making a real difference to our communities.”

Alex Coley - who has been chairing Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s Community and Wellbeing Committee and was re-
elected on 4th May for the RA in Ruxley Ward responded: “I attended the Police and Crime Panel on 18th April and was surprised
to learn that the Surrey Police Group is showing both a capital underspend and a revenue underspend for this financial year.
Several million pounds of surplus funds. In February the PCC decided to increase the share of Council Tax by 5.07%. This is a
percentage increase greater than all 11 districts and boroughs in Surrey, even greater than the increase from the county council.
I have to wonder why, given the multi-million pound surplus. How will this money be used?

Perhaps funds are not being effectively committed to policing priorities? The PCC is now half way through a four year plan in
which the flagship policy is the prevention of violence against women and girls. A crucial policy for policing nationwide. However,
it was revealed in February that Surrey Police have the worst rape charge rate in England and Wales. Furthermore, the PEEL
report in June last year, by HMICFRS the policing inspectorate, showed a grading of Requires Improvement for suspect and
offender management, with specific issues discovered in the management of sex offenders.”

“It’s criminal” is a well known expression denoting waste and has not been used here to suggest any criminal act.
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“Long-live” the Salts. Crowned with promotion.

Epsom & Ewell FC 2-1 Wick FC. Southern Combination League - Division One Playoff Final. Saturday 6th May 2023.

Thirty years to the day after our final first team match at West Street, we made our final bow at Fetcham Grove but in much
happier circumstances, as our 2-1 win over Wick ensured us of promotion back to Step Five for the first time since the dark days
of our Centenary relegation season of 2017/18.

The pressure was on. Our second place finish and subsequent home advantage for the playoffs had made us favourites and we had
come through a nervy encounter against Selsey just seven days previously. How would we fare against Wick? Well, it was never
going to be a comfortable afternoon for an Epsom supporter (but then, did anyone expect any different!) and the match will only
live long in the memory for three things. 1) Two wonderful strikes from Jaevon Dyer. 2) A horrible challenge on Dyer in the
closing seconds. 3) The significance of what has been achieved with this result, with a return to the Combined Counties League
appearing nailed on and the challenges that will bring, including another trip to face Jersey Bulls.

Of course playoff finals are rarely of high quality; they are all about the occasion and the performance means nothing whatsoever
without the result, so our players deserve a lot of credit. After being hauled back to 1-1 and with momentum appearing to be
slipping away, they turned the contest around and finished worthy winners in the end.

An attendance of 384; our largest at home since our final League match at West Street in April 1993 when Aldershot Town
supplied a large number of the 1,087 present that day, gathered in the pouring rain to see whether we could clinch promotion.
The visitors brought a group of people with them who certainly contributed to the atmosphere at the Leisure Centre end of the
ground, and how Wick must wish that they followed them on a regular basis!

We took the field with just two changes from our win against Selsey with Kevin Moreno-Gomez coming in for Johnny “Sonic”
Akoto and Lewis Pearch starting ahead of Jamie Byatt. The opening exchanges were fairly tame as both clubs settled into the
occasion, with the Wick drummer setting a beat for the match which started to take on a carnival atmosphere as the rain began to
relent.

The first chance of the match came our way in the 11th minute after a clever pass inside the defender to Pearch who bore down
on goal, only to be denied by a fantastic save from Keelan Belcher who just got a leg to the low shot, diverting the ball a couple of
feet wide of the goal. Belcher was then required to punch the ball away under pressure from Dylan Merchant seconds later, but
the next real action came just after the twenty minute mark with a snap shot from Dave Crouch that Tom Theobald dealt with
fairly comfortably.

The game was meandering a little if I'm honest until it all changed in the 31st minute when Athan Smith-Joseph got down the left
wing. His cross went beyond everyone but was collected by Dyer, almost out on the touchline and he beat two men, before cutting
onto his right foot and drilling the ball, via a faint deflection, low past Belcher at his near post. It was a superb strike and on a wet
day, the ball skidded through at quite a pace before nestling in the net and justifying in one instant why I love standing behind the
goal we attack, even if it was difficult to hear yourself speak at times, something that doesn’t often happen at Epsom games!

Smith-Joseph tried his luck five minutes later with Gideon Acheampong, making his 100th appearance for the Salts, providing a
great overlap, but the shot was weak and wide. The game then seemed to take on a strange pattern with our boys unsure of
whether to push forward for a second goal, and Wick then began to hold a greater share of the possession for a while, although
were rarely threatening with it until the final seconds of the half when Theobald palmed away a stinging drive from distance from
Sam Connolly.

The rain started again as the players came out for the second half, but the pattern of passiveness continued. We didn’t seem to
know whether to stick or twist although Moreno-Gomez was notably getting forward more and his perfect centre was missed
completely by the incoming Pearch just six yards out just five minutes into the second period! Theobald was out to clear a long
ball shortly afterwards but as the half progressed, we seemed happy enough to allow the visitors to retain the ball more; a tactic
that is obviously not without risk. Additionally, Acheampong began to see more and more of the ball on his side, but without any
help as two players often appeared on his flank and from one of these attacks, we had a close escape when a deep cross was
headed over at the far post.

Our Manager Matt Chapman clearly noticed this development and we made a substitution with the ageless Byatt coming on for
Smith-Joseph and Pearch moving out to the right, presumably to help out on that flank where required, but before the new plan
had really settled in the visitors were level as a harmless looking ball in from the Wick left wasn’t claimed by anyone and
Theobald had to come out for the ball and was adjudged to have clipped Aaron Tester in the penalty area. It certainly looked like a
penalty to me, but people nearer the incident weren’t convinced. Either way though Connolly stepped up and clinically beat
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Theobald from the spot in the 66th minute. It’s hard to pin any blame onto any one individual here, especially from eighty yards
away, so it’s probably best to describe this one as a defensive miscommunication!

Of course, it is easy to make light of it now, but at the time, this was a concerning development. We had surrendered any
momentum we had built up and would effectively have to go out and win the match once again. Dyer was a constant thorn in their
sides though and was clumsily brought down on the edge of the area, but out wide, from where Gavin Quintyne’s free kick went
straight through the wall and struck the inside of Belcher’s right hand post, flying across the six yard box and away. Dyer was
continuing to receive some rough treatment and found himself on the deck in the area a few minutes later, but fortunately was
able to continue after treatment.

Byatt then struck at Belcher from twenty yards as we began our push for the finish line before the key moment of our season
occurred in the 82nd minute. For anyone who had missed the first goal, Dyer kindly produced a carbon copy for his second,
collecting the ball out on the left wing, beating two men once again and then cutting onto his right foot before drilling the ball in
at the near post. Belcher got a glove to the ball, but to be fair the shot was much too powerful and accurate and we were ahead
again, this time to stay.

It was all down to game management now and we saw out the final minutes without any defensive worries, although there was
still time for controversy as we caught Wick on the break and Dyer nicked the ball past Marshall Ball, only to find himself the
victim of an assault on the touchline with a horrible knee high lunge. Fortunately for Dyer he saw it coming and wasn’t bearing
any weight at the time of the challenge, or it could have been really serious and I am happy to report that he is fine now. The
referee had the red card out within seconds as our players then converged on the scene and the obligatory scuffles followed,
during which Nick Wilson received a red card. Both will now receive a three game suspension at the start of the next season, but
it does seem harsh that Wilson will receive the same punishment as Ball, because it was a horrible foul; a dark red card, if there
was such a thing.

Fortunately, the final couple of minutes were played out without further incident and after nearly six minutes of injury time the
final whistle confirmed our success. The players gathered together and blue flares were set off by the players on the pitch as the
celebrations began. It was quite a sight!

It’s been a tumultuous season with numerous changes to the Management and the squad for a number of reasons, some of which
were unnecessary. However, the players pulled us through and Dyer in particular will deserve his own chapter in our club’s
history as we now get a chance to establish ourselves back at Step Five once again, which was extremely pivotal, maybe even to
our entire existence as a club. The promotion means that we will now be entered back into the FA Cup and the Senior County Cup
and will hopefully herald the start of brighter times. Many issues remain at our club, but these are all for another day.

Maybe the final word should go to our defender Steve Springett, who has suffered a broken ankle, a broken nose, a badly
dislocated thumb and various other injury concerns over his two seasons here, and described this season as “unfinished business”
after falling in the playoffs last season. Now at least he can say it is mission accomplished! Well done chaps!

Epsom & Ewell: Tom Theobald, Gideon Acheampong, Kevin Moreno-Gomez, Nick Wilson, Steve Springett, Dylan Merchant,
Jaevon Dyer, Gavin Quintyne, Lewis Pearch, Jaan Stanley, Athan Smith-Joseph

Subs: Jamie Byatt for Pearch (64), Rory Edwards for Pearch (84), Thompson Adeyemi for Stanley (84)
Article here about the 30 years since Epsom and Ewell played at the West Street ground.

Epsom & Ewell local election results

All the results are in and the Residents’ Associations, as expected, retain control of the Borough Council. The Liberal Democrats
gained two seats by winning all three seats in College Ward. With the retirement of LibDem David Gulland the Party’s group
leader Julie Morris is joined by new LibDem Councillors James Lawrence and Julian Freeman. The third slot gained at the
expense of the sitting Councillor Nigel Collin of the RA. The other LibDem gain was top of the poll in Stamford, Alison Kelly.

Bernie Muir of the Conservatives had represented Stamford Ward but chanced her arm in the newly created ward of Horton and
topped the poll. She and her Conservative colleague Kieran Persand beat long-serving and senior RA Councillor and former
Mayor Eber Kington and new RA arrival Henal Ladwa.

Mr Kington had surrendered a safe seat in Ewell Court Ward to contest the new Horton Ward, where he lives. This defeat was
despite Mr Kington recently leading a popular motion to pause the progress of the Draft Local Plan, to see what the Government
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is up to exactly with central housing targets.
The Residents’ Associations won 26 seats. Liberal Democrats 4. Labour 3 and Conservatives 2.

However, the share of the total Borough vote shows the Conservatives (20%) having a greater share than the Liberal Democrats
(17%) and Labour (15%). The Greens, who fought a few wards, failed to cross the line and have no Councillors.

The turnout of 19867 votes compares favourably with the 2019 turnout of 19051 and perhaps shows that fears of a downturn in
turnout because of the new requirement for photo ID being presented at polling stations has not been made out.

Related Reports:
Epsom and Ewell Borough Council Election Results 2023

Why vote Liberal Democrat in Epsom and Ewell?

Why vote Conservative in Epsom and Ewell?

Turn up to turn downturn in turnout!

Worrying about voter ID law

No photo - no vote!

Cautious candidates cause College and Court cancellations

Why vote Green in Epsom and Ewell?

Horton hustings heat up election

Beginning to line up for local elections

Register to vote deadline for elections

4th May Surrey goes to the polls

We are very very sorry for hustings hosting hash
Why vote Labour in Epsom and Ewell?

Why vote for the Residents’ Associations in Epsom and Ewell?

Ultra-sound school kids

Youngsters at Ewell Grove Primary and Nursery School have done it again. Back in the testing times of Covid during 2021,
classes decided to organise their own entertainment programme to raise money for Epsom Medical Equipment Fund (EMEF),
the charity launched in 1979 to help Epsom General Hospital.

This was the start needed to launch an appeal for the GE Ultrasound Scanner required by the Labour Ward theatre in Maternity
at Epsom. With their parents backing them, they succeeded in raising nearly £1,000.

Last year they decided to repeat the feat - this time they brought a magnificent £1,132 which started the appeal off with a flying
start.

This week the school was invited to present the GE Ultrasound scanner to Dr. Dickson Osagie. The school set the children a
project to decide who would represent the school. There were eight lucky winners who visited the hospital with headteacher Mrs
Kate Keane. “They were excited to learn the function of the Ultrasound scanner and how it works,” said Mrs Keane.

Dr Osagie added “We were very lucky to have an ultrasound donated to us by EMEF. It is a £27,500 piece of equipment. The
Labour Ward theatre did not have its own dedicated ultrasound for the anaesthetic team to use. Donating this machine has gone a
long way in improving the care we give to pregnant women in the hospital as it will help us to be able to put in difficult cannulas,
also when epidural for pain relief is difficult to perform, the ultrasound helps make this easier.”
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Horton hustings heat up election

Conservatives, Labour and Residents Associations battled out their political differences at the hustings Tuesday. Held at local
Southfield Park Primary School. Candidates for the new ward of Horton each presented themselves for 3 minutes and then
opened to questions. The audience may or may not have contained any genuine floating voters. It was difficult to tell.

Mark Todd and Ros Gordon opened proceedings for Labour, followed by Henal Ladwa and Eber Kington for the Residents’
Associations. Kieran Persand and Bernie Muir rounded off for the Conservatives.

The Liberal Democrat candidates did not attend.

The candidates were united in their opposition to the development of Green Belt in Epsom and Ewell, especially on Horton Farm.
However, there were differences as to who should get credit for initiating the pause to the progress of the draft Local Plan. Bernie
Muir (Conservative) claimed to have written to every other Councillor advising a pause was necessary. Eber Kington (RA)
disclosed that he had been pressing for this earlier in emails to fellow RA Councillors and Council officers. It was Cllr Kington
who tabled an emergency motion to pause the Local Plan.

A member of the audience highlighted the recent announcement of Sir Keir Starmer Leader of the Labour Party that Labour
would reinstate targets and fight nimbyism. Albeit, giving the housing targets to local government to determine.

Mr Kington attacked Labour’s expansion of the ULEZ zone to the London borders of Epsom and Ewell but Mark Todd made no
apology for this and maintained it was necessary to protect the health of children.

There were some moments of tension and friction but all the candidates were warmly applauded for the courage of their standing
for election and for allowing the public an opportunity to scrutinise them.

The hustings was organised by Epsom and Ewell Times and we thank all the candidates for participating.
Photo credit: Steven McCormick Photography
Left to right: Ros Gordon, Mark Todd, Bernie Muir, Kieran Persand, (Lionel Blackman - Chair), Henal Ladwa and Eber Kington.

Don’t forget your ID when you vote

Thursday, May 4th, is election day in all of Surrey’s 11 boroughs and districts. This means voters in Elmbridge, Epsom and
Ewell, Guildford, Mole Valley, Reigate and Banstead, Runnymede, Spelthorne, Surrey Heath, Tandridge, Waverley, and Woking
will be going to the polls.

These are the councils that decide planning matters, housing, and bin collections. With a year to go until the next general election
this could serve as an indication of the national mood towards the current government.

As ever, voters will have plenty of questions about the rules and what needs to be taken to polling stations - even more so in the
light of recent changes to voter ID requirements.

The Local Democracy Reporting Service answers some of the most common questions so voters can be are armed with
everything they need to know as they head to their polling stations between 7am and 10pm.

Changes to voter ID rules - Bring ID

These local elections will be the first where all voters need photo ID in order to cast their ballot. Forms of ID accepted at polling
stations will include a driving licence, passport, Blue Badge, Oyster 60+ Card, Older Person’s Bus Pass and more. Equivalent
travel cards for young people, such as the Oyster 18+ card, will not be accepted forms of ID.

Expired ID, for example an out-of-date passport, is allowed so long as the photograph still bears a strong resemblance.

The full list is HERE
Where do I go to vote?

Vote at the polling station listed on your polling card. Your poll card is for information only, you do not need to bring it with you to
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vote. If you do not know where your card is, you can always check your polling station location by entering your postcode here.
Ballot papers

Your ballot paper will list out all the candidates and parties you can vote for. You may be given more than one ballot paper,
particularly if there is a parish council election happening in your area on the same day. Take your ballot into a polling booth, so
no one can see how you vote. Read it carefully as it will tell you how to cast your vote. Mark your paper according to your own
wishes, fold it in half and put it in the ballot box.

What time do polling stations shut?

Polling stations always open at 7am and close at 10pm. If you want to avoid a queue it’s best to head down during the workday or
in the evening as it tends to be the busiest first thing in the morning, before school run, and around 5pm-6pm after work. People
who are in the queue before closing time are still allowed to vote, regardless of whether you are inside or outside the building.

Can I take my own pen to vote in the 2023 Local Elections?

There is nothing in the legislation that says ballot papers must be marked with a pencil. Pencils are provided in polling stations
but you can choose to take a pen with you. There is a risk ink may transfer onto the other side of the ballot paper when folded,
and if it looks like the voter has chosen more than one candidate, it could potentially lead to their vote being rejected. Some
people prefer to use a pen in case someone erases their cross and adds one elsewhere.

Can I take a selfie when I vote?

Although not against the law to take a selfie at a polling station, it is strongly discouraged in or near a voting booth. Anyone who
reveals how someone else voted, even without meaning to, could be fined £5,000 or get sent to prison for six months. Voting is
supposed to be secret and it’s illegal to share a photo of a ballot paper - including your own - under Section 66 of the
Representation of the People Act 1983.

Can I bring my dog?

Please do! Pictures of dogs at polling stations are one of the highlights of any election.

Royal Patronage of Epsom College to continue?

Epsom College has been honoured to receive unbroken royal patronage from a reigning monarch since 1855 when Queen Victoria
became the College’s first Patron and upon its opening by HRH Prince Albert.

Whilst the College’s royal patronage is unbroken, with the recent passing of Queen Elizabeth II and after Saturday’s Coronation it
is hoped King Charles III will become Patron of Epsom College sometime in the future.

Queen Victoria never actually visited Epsom College. However, she did attend the Epsom Derby in 1840, having first attended it
with her mother, as a twelve year old child in 1831.

Queen Victoria watched “Little Wonder”, a 50-1 outsider win the 1840 Epsom Derby and Her Majesty went on to present the
jockey, the youngest and smallest in the race, with a gold whip for his victory.

Queen Victoria had been expected to return to Epsom to attend further Derbys, but sadly after 1840 she never visited Epsom
again. Perhaps because of the difficulties she had experienced getting to the race track due to crowds blocking her route. This led
to the construction of Tattenham Corner Train Station, that was completed after her death in 1901 and was used by succeeding
British monarchs.
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The entrance ticket to The Eton College Torchlight Procession at Windsor Castle, which took place in Queen Victoria’s presence
during her Diamond Jubilee, was found inside a book purchased from Jo’s Household Clearances in Ewell.

An interesting book about Oxford that was given to Queen Victoria’s third daughter Helena, after she became Princess Christian
of Schleswig-Holstein, came from the same establishment a few years ago.
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The book about Oxford, which bares the inscription date 0f1886, was given to the Princess as a Christmas present . The timing of

the gift would have coincided with her eldest son, Prince Christian Victor of Schleswig-Holstein, commencing his Oxford
University education at Magdalen College.

If anyone knows whose initials are at the bottom of the inscription, or whether Queen Victoria’s third daughter Helena had any
links with Epsom that caused her book to be discovered in Ewell, please let me know by contacting The Epsom and Ewell Times.
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Why vote for the Residents’ Associations in Epsom and
Ewell?

Exclusive to the Epsom and Ewell Times we have brought you statements from each Party standing for election to the local
council this Thursday 4th May. We conclude today with the ruling Residents Associations.

The Residents’ Association (RA) is independent and not a political party. Rather it is a group of individuals who live in the
Borough and are passionate about keeping party politics and rhetoric out of local government decision making. At a time when
national politics is in disarray, it is more important than ever that our residents have independent representation.

Photo: RA candidates clockwise from top-left: McCormick, Frost and Froud - Woodcote and Langley Vale; Beckett and Talbot -
Auriol; Kington and Ladwa - Horton; Dalton - Stoneleigh; Day, Brooks and Collin - College. “Say Her Name” is from the “Reclaim
These Streets” march that Cllr Dalton organised following the rape of a female jogger in Nonsuch Park.

Why RA?

RA candidates stand out from their national political party counterparts; manifestos are written by the candidate using their
understanding and insight of the issues which are important to residents. Manifestos are factual, demonstrating a track record of
delivery, the commitment to continue to work hard and do our best for our residents. This is in sharp contrast to some of the
disappointing negative and baseless campaign messages we see elsewhere.

The Local Plan

As a local authority council, we face many challenges because of central government planning policy to build houses and the data
used to set housing numbers. We have listened to our residents and their concerns in response to the recent draft Local Plan
consultation (Regulation 18), and we will continue to consult with you and listen, as well as lobby Westminster on new national
planning policy and legislation.

Government funding

The outcome of central government’s Fairer Funding Review from 2016 remains outstanding as does the outcome of their
National Waste Strategy. These combined with the continued one-year government funding arrangements creates uncertainty
around our longer-term funding. At a time when many local authorities are facing significant financial pressures, Epsom and
Ewell BC under an RA led administration continues to have strong financial management and deliver best value for our residents.
This is in sharp comparison to other politically led councils in Surrey and further afield.

The Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ)
The London Mayor’s decision to expand ULEZ is going to impact many of our residents and businesses negatively. RA councillors
will continue to work with other effected Councils to oppose these plans.

RA track record of delivery
As an RA led council, Epsom and Ewell BC has a long track record of working for you. In the last four years we have delivered:

o A wide range of Council services across the Borough, despite retaining only 10% of council tax.

o Support to the community during COVID, including the timely distribution of grants to local businesses.
0 A Youth Skills hub that has helped hundreds of young people find work, training and education.

o Electric vehicle charging points in Council run car parks as part of our Climate Change Action Plan.

0 A reduction in our homelessness numbers.

o Safer Streets and CCTV in Epsom Town Centre.

The next 4 years

We will:

o Continue to listen to you and represent you.

o Keep our Borough safe and secure.

o Improve the health and wellbeing of our communities with a focus on those who are more vulnerable.
o Work with partners so that the Borough is a place where people want to live, work and visit.

o Enhance the borough’s natural assets, preserving and increasing biodiversity.

o0 Work to meet our ambitious target of becoming Carbon Neutral by 2035.
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o Promote our rich history and heritage with further events and activities.
o Keep national party politics out of local decision making.

I hope that you will vote for your RA candidates on May 4th and continue to see the benefits that an independently led council has
on delivering for you through keeping national party politics out of the decisions which impact you.

Cllr Hannah Dalton
Chair, Residents’ Association Majority Group

Ed: The Residents’ Associations are fielding candidates in all 14 wards in the Borough
Related reports:

Why vote Green in Epsom and Ewell?

Why vote Labour in Epsom and Ewell?

Why vote Liberal Democrat in Epsom and Ewell?

Why vote Conservative in Epsom and Ewell?

Epsom and Ewell Times 4th May Local Election coverage
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