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Why vote Liberal Democrat in Epsom and Ewell?

1 May 2023

Exclusive to the Epsom and Ewell Times we are bringing you statements from each Party standing for election to the local
council this Thursday 4th May. We continue today with the Liberal Democrat Party.

We welcome this initiative by the Epsom & Ewell Times to set out reasons why residents should support the local Liberal
Democrats. We explain our priorities for the Borough, how these arise from our values as LibDems, and why your vote for
us is so important.

Our priorities for Epsom & Ewell As active local residents of the Borough our three main priorities are:
1 - Producing a sound Local Plan

Our number one priority is to make sure the eventual Local Plan not just protects the Green Belt but includes stringent
conditions around bio-diversity and energy efficiency within its Policies. In addition, we want to see the Council build
social housing, not just so-called “affordable housing” which does not meet the real need.

You can read a summary of our response to the Council’s Regulation 18 draft Local Plan at this link which also provides a
link to our full response on all 50 questions set out in the consultation. As far as we are aware we are the only local party
that submitted such a detailed response.

Our councillors would work hard to get as many of our suggestions as possible included within the next version of the
Local Plan.

2 - Getting serious about the climate emergency

The Council has a Climate Change Action Plan but too little is being done to cut our own emissions and to encourage local
businesses and residents to take steps to tackle the issue. Our councillors would continue to put pressure on the Council
to make sure that the Climate Emergency was embedded in all decision making, and to have quantitative targets to
reduce our emissions over the next 4 years.

3 - Increase local democracy and transparency

There have been too many cases in the last four years of decisions being taken behind closed doors and of important
information not being shared with all Councillors, let alone residents. Two examples of these issues were a decision taken
in private to investigate opening a Pet Crematorium in the borough, and not sharing the critical findings of the Local
Government Ombudsman with all Councillors, as should have happened under the Council’s own constitution.

We want residents to be aware of what is happening at the Council, so informed debate can
take place. Your LibDem Councillors would work to achieve this.

What is a Liberal Democrat?

All our candidates are members of the Liberal Democrat party. This means they agree with the fundamental aims of our
constitution which includes in its preamble: “The Liberal Democrats exist to build and safeguard a fair, free and open
society, in which we seek to balance the fundamental values of liberty, equality and community, and in which no-one shall
be enslaved by poverty, ignorance or conformity. We believe that each generation is responsible for the fate of our planet
and, by safeguarding the balance of nature and the environment, for the long term continuity of life in all its forms. ... We
believe that the role of the state is to enable all citizens to attain these ideals, to contribute fully to their communities and
to take part in the decisions which affect their lives.”

The full document can be read here https://www.libdems.org.uk/federal-constitution.

It is these fundamental goals that motivate our candidates and influence their decisions as councillors. You can see how
the key priorities set out previously derive from these goals and if any new issues emerge for the Borough over the next
four years you will know the values and principles that will influence our decisions on those issues.
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avid Buxton and Alison Kelly stand in Stamford Ward for the LibDems

Why should you vote LibDem?

In summary, for three reasons:

1 - To hold the lethargic Residents Association (RA) to account. Democracy needs openness
and debate, and the RA seems intent on stifling both.

2 - So you know who you are voting for. The RA make a big deal of being local residents. So are we. You also know what
our values and principles are. The RA include a mixed bag of individuals and at times they don’t seem to be able to agree
on what they want to achieve.

3 - To help protect the more vulnerable in our community, and to tackle the Climate Emergency.
You can read more about our priorities and candidates on our Facebook site here

David Gulland - Chair of Epsom & Ewell Liberal Democrats and Julie Morris - Leader of the Liberal Democrats Councillor
Group in Epsom & Ewell

Top image: Julie Morris, Julian Freeman and James Lawrence LibDem candidates for College Ward Epsom

Ed: The Liberal Democrats are fielding candidates in all 14 wards in the Borough
Related reports:

Why vote Green in Epsom and Ewell?

Why vote Labour in Epsom and Ewell?

Epsom and Ewell Times 4th May Local Election coverage

Why vote Labour in Epsom and Ewell?

1 May 2023
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Exclusive to the Epsom and Ewell Times we are bringing you statements from each Party standing for election to the local
council this Thursday 4th May. We continue today with the Labour Party.

Vote Labour on May 4th for a fairer, greener, safer Borough. Your Labour candidates are determined to do all they can for
the residents of Epsom and Ewell. The Tories have broken the economy and working people are paying the price. People
are struggling to pay their bills. The cost of gas and electricity, the cost of essential food and our rents and mortgages
have all gone up, but pay rates are stagnating. It shouldn’t be like this.

Top photo: Chris, Rob, Sarah, Kate and Mark out in Town Ward hearing from people on the doorstep about the need
to make Epsom safer.

The Epsom and Ewell Residents’ Association, who control the council, are out of their depth in the face of the problems
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created by the Conservative Government. They don’t have the experience, knowledge or resources to support their
residents whilst public services crumble around us. So many things need fixing: - the cuts to social housing and social
care that have had a devastating effect; services for young people and police numbers that have all been cut; the pot holes
that are dangerous for cyclists and damage cars which continue to deteriorate. Our own chalk stream, The Hogsmill, is
being polluted with sewage and it was your Labour team that met with Thames Water to challenge this Only a Labour
Government and Labour councils can rebuild the economy and address the problems we face.

Both nationally and locally, Labour is ambitious and determined to help communities grow and prosper. Labour will freeze
council tax, cut energy bills by insulating homes and work to generate cheap home grown electricity.

Our priorities for Epsom and Ewell are:

[ a safer borough - with more visible police back on the beat.

[ a fairer borough - with homes that local people and key workers can afford to settle in.

[] a greener borough - with more trees and we’ll continue to protect our precious green belt.

[0 a cleaner borough - with robust action on fly tipping and increased fines for littering to pay for more street cleaning.
The Labour Team will continue to lead regular litter picks.

and we will crack down on town hall waste, with no more expensive, unnecessary consultants.

The Epsom and Ewell Labour Party know that proactive Labour councils can provide solutions. Labour councils improve
areas by investing in their communities.

To provide homes for their residents Camden Council have approved the building of new social and living rent homes on
under-utilised council land, delivering: 44 new social rent homes for families on the waiting list, 23 living rent homes for
key workers and 6 supported living homes. All of these homes to be built to the highest standards of design and
sustainability.

In Norwich, Goldsmith Street is an award winning 100% social housing development of 93 Passivhaus homes built in a
traditional street pattern. The homes provide a high level of occupant comfort using very little energy for heating and
cooling.

For a cleaner borough - Lewisham have worked to reduce fly tipping by enforcement, quickly removing it and engaging
with the community to reduce the huge costs. In Epsom and Ewell we would provide free skips for different wards on a
rotational basis supporting people to dispose of their unwanted larger items responsibly.

There are many good practice models of providing public transport and homes, tackling anti-social behaviour and working
with communities to improve the lives of residents.

Stuart Gosling, Kate Chinn, Chris Ames and Ros Godson visiting residents in Court Ward with Labour Party colleague Kezia from Kingston taking the selfie

A Labour council in Epsom and Ewell would work with and for our residents to enable individuals and the borough to
grow and prosper.

The borough of Epsom and Ewell is a great place with great people. Only Labour has a plan for a fairer, greener more
dynamic economy that will deliver better jobs and raise living standards for residents.

A Labour council in Epsom and Ewell would work with and for our residents to enable individuals and the borough to
grow and prosper.

The borough of Epsom and Ewell is a great place with great people. Only Labour has a plan for a fairer, greener more
dynamic economy that will deliver better jobs and raise living standards for residents.
We are on your side.

So, Vote Labour on May 4th and let’s build a better borough together.

Ed: Labour are fielding candidates in all 14 wards in the Borough
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Related reports:
Why vote Green in Epsom and Ewell?

Epsom and Ewell Times 4th May Local Election coverage

Playoff penalty points presage Premier promotion?

Epsom and Ewell win 6-5 on penalties. Southern Combination League - Division One Playoff Semi-Final. Saturday 29th
April 2023.

Two good saves from Tom Theobald added to some well struck penalties were enough for us to edge past Selsey and into
a home playoff final against Wick next Saturday after a goalless ninety minutes at Fetcham Grove was followed by the
lottery of a penalty shootout.

On a sunny and thankfully dry day a crowd of just over 200, our largest for many years were present and it was good to
see a large contingent of former Epsom players watching the match. Of the ones I saw, from the 80s we had Mark
Norman, the 90s Paul Meredith and Jimmy Dack, while from more recent seasons we had Daryl Cooper-Smith and Rob
Hendry along with Dale Hanson-Byatt, Louis Chin and Jerry Antwi. In addition both of our former Managers from earlier
in the season Anthony Jupp and Liam Giles were also present. We almost had more players on the sideline than we had on
the pitch!

It’s only fair to say that it was a very nervous and underwhelming contest at times. The match seemed to follow a regular
pattern for much of the game with our boys holding most of the possession but failing to really threaten Syd Davies in the
visitors goal. Selsey attacked from time to time, but not with the same frequency and the decision to give Johnny “Sonic”
Akoto the job of marking their danger man Shane Brazil out of the game was the main reason the visitors carried so little
threat, switching over with Gideon Acheampong whenever he switched wings. In fact, he’s probably still marking him
now!

As with most weeks we rotated the squad once again; at the back Sonic and Dylan Merchant came in for Lewis Pearch and
Alex Penfold, both of whom dropped to the bench. Nick Wilson came in for Rory Edwards, while Jaevon Dyer also returned
to the starting eleven at the expense of George Owusu and Jaan Stanley also started ahead of Thompson Adeyemi. It was a
strong looking line-up, but it was also a strong looking bench too and they would be needed as the match went on.

We started brightly with Stanley putting Athan Smith-Joseph through in the seventh minute, but his attempt to score
against the same opponents for the fifth successive game was well blocked for a corner. Next to try was Jamie Byatt
whose shot was also deflected wide. We won a lot of corners in this match, but we were lacking a bit of height in the
penalty area and we very rarely looked like having success from the set pieces against a well-marshalled Selsey defence.
In fact we only really had one opportunity when Stanley met a Steve Springett corner with a downwards header that was
cleared by a defender standing on the goal line right by the post.

Both Smith-Joseph and Dyer were asking a lot of questions of the visiting full backs, but there was very little in the way of
real service for Byatt to take advantage of. To be fair though, we were looking equally solid ourselves and when Akoto
broke down the left wing Brazil brought him down, earning the first yellow card of the match, although we would
eventually see two issued to each side.

Just after the half hour a lovely crossfield ball was taken in stride by Smith-Joseph, although his attempt to nick the ball
over Davies was blocked out for a corner and the closest we came in the half was when Akoto’s deep cross caught
everyone out and bounced out for a goal kick off the Selsey crossbar.

The pattern of the first half continued into the second and Dyer sent a header over the bar before Smith-Joseph sent a
shot goalwards for Davies to gather. But these were only half-chances really. In the 65th minute we had our first really
good opening after Stanley broke down the left and put in a superb cross. Davies had anticipated this and came out of
goal to cut out the cross, but it was so good that he was out of the picture, although the incoming Dyer then missed his
kick from eight yards with the goal gaping!

Selsey sent a reminder that they were still in this match with a low shot from Rocco Gamblin that went into our side
netting, but at this stage it was becoming a question of whether we would score or would have to go to penalties. With
just two minutes of normal time we should have rendered penalties redundant as substitute Lewis Pearch beat a man on
the right wing before running at goal and pulling the ball back nicely for Smith-Joseph, but he too then missed his kick
from just ten yards out! Five minutes of additional time couldn’t separate the teams and so we went straight to penalties.

This was our eleventh shoot out in club history (with just four wins from the previous ten) although it was our first since
the Covid affected season of 2020/21 when we had two in three days. This one was to be held at the Leisure Centre end,
which caused people a little surprise and led to a number of us having to get to the other end of the ground in rapid time!
We went first in the shootout, but it looked like that advantage wouldn’t count for much as Rory Edwards’ kick was saved
comfortably by Davies. Fortunately, Dillon North also produced an average penalty and Theobald went to his left and kept
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it out.

Stanley was the second man up and if I'm honest, his spot kick wasn’t the greatest either. Davies went down to his right
to save, which he did, sending the ball flying up into the air. However, it hadn’t finished yet and it came down and spun
over the goal line just out of reach of the frustrated keeper! We took full advantage of this piece of fortune and wouldn’t
let that lead slip. Superb penalties from Gavin Quintyne, who had an excellent game, Kevin Moreno Gomez and Wilson
meant that we had scored four of our first five. However, Selsey also scored all of their remaining penalties so we were
locked at 4-4 and went to sudden death. At number six Dyer stepped up as the only member of the sixteen players on
show to have scored a penalty for us this season and his strike was unstoppable, although this was then answered equally
emphatically by Dale Hayes.

Captain Acheampong stepped up to put us 6-5 ahead with a solid penalty, leaving the pressure all on James Henton to
follow suit, and in truth his wasn’t a bad penalty, straight down the middle, Theobald originally went to his left but
reacted brilliantly to stick out a right leg, diverting the ball up onto the bar and away. We were through to the Playoff
Final!

In summary, over the course of the match we were the better side and we deserved the win, even if it had to go to
penalties before we could achieve it! Our final opponents this season will be Wick, who, like Selsey were beaten twice by
us in the regular season and were on the end of a 6-1 hiding at Fetcham Grove back in September. Something tells me
this next encounter will be a little closer!

So on Saturday 6th May we will say farewell to Fetcham Grove and hopefully also to Step Six football after five seasons at
this level. I know some important chap is getting a crown put on his head the same day and good luck to him, but
seriously, where would you rather be next weekend, the Abbey or the Grove?

Epsom & Ewell: Tom Theobald, Gideon Acheampong, Johnny “Sonic” Akoto, Nick Wilson, Steve Springett, Dylan
Merchant, Jaevon Dyer, Gavin Quintyne, Jamie Byatt, Jaan Stanley, Athan Smith-Joseph

Subs: Lewis Pearch for Byatt (68), Kevin Moreno-Gomez for Akoto (79), Alex Penfold for Springett (80), Rory Edwards for
Penfold (86)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk

Why vote Green in Epsom and Ewell?

1 May 2023
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Exclusive to the Epsom and Ewell Times we are bringing you statements from each Party standing for election to the local
council this Thursday 4th May. We start today with the Green Party.

Vote Green to beat the housing crisis and ensure that the Green Belt and other treasured green
spaces are protected. Vote Green for a council that stands up to Whitehall’s wild housing demands,
turns away speculative developers and expensive consultancies. A Green focus opts for low-carbon,
preferably Passivhaus standards to provide social housing that people can afford to rent and buy in
the places people need them. Vote for Green answers to providing adequate community
infrastructure - surgeries, cycling and walking networks, nurseries and schools, vibrant youth
centres and care services.

Vote Green to alleviate the cost of living crisis with a freeze on rent rises, a ban on no-fault evictions,
free school meals and 35 hours free childcare from 9 months old. We support £1 fares on local bus
routes, subsidised insulation schemes, housing - not hotels - for the homeless and refugees.

Vote Green to view a successful economy as one that provides a sustainable and fair society for all.

Janice Baker - Green Party candidate for Nonsuch Ward.
Photo: Janice Baker and Andrew Bailey - Green Party candidates showing willing for the hustings.

Ed: The Green Party are fielding candidates in the following wards: Ewell Village, Nonsuch, Ruxley, Stamford, Town, West
Ewell, Woodcote and Langley Vale.
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We are very very sorry for hustings hosting hash

Excellence on ageing

1 May 202
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Between the two censuses of 2011 and 2021 the over 65 population of Epsom and Ewell increased by 16.1% to a total of
about 14,670. About 18% of the total Borough population of about 81,000. As of 2021, Epsom and Ewell is the 12th most
densely populated of the South East’s 64 local authority areas, with around 17 people living on each football pitch-sized
area of land. Surrey University is doing something about ageism.

Combatting ageism and promoting the interests of older people through scientific research is crucial, particularly as a
response to the discriminatory treatment they faced during the pandemic, according to the Director of the University of
Surrey’s new Centre of Excellence on Ageing.

The University of Surrey’s new centre is in partnership with the Global Initiative on Ageing (GIA), which operates under
the auspices of the United Nations. The Centre was formally launched on 26 April 2023, with the University hosting a
formal dinner that brings together notable scholars and stakeholders focused on ageing. This was followed by a one-day
showcase on 27 April, celebrating Surrey’s work in areas such as ageing and work, artificial intelligence and ageing, sleep
patterns, nutrition, and generational shifts in ageing.

Professor Max Lu, President and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Surrey, said:

“The Surrey community is deeply passionate about improving the standard of wellbeing for our elderly population - this is
evidenced in our internationally-recognised research activities in areas such as improving the quality of sleep of
individuals living with dementia, improving inclusion of the elderly population in the tourism and hospitality sector, and
investigating the mechanisms underlying osteoarthritis and finding ways to treat it.

“The new Centre of Excellence for Ageing will serve to amplify these efforts, allowing us to understand more and provide
genuine solutions that help to enrich the lives of our elderly relatives, friends, and fellow citizens while safeguarding their
rights.”

More than 1.1 billion people worldwide are over 65 years of age; by 2050, the global population will be more than 2.1
billion.

GIA’s mission is to support the goals laid out within the UN Decade of Healthy Ageing, and the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), by improving the overall standard of living, participation and inclusion of the world’s ageing population.
One of GIA’s key implementing partners is the UN’s Institute for Training and Research, UNITAR, which is dedicated to
training and capacity building on a whole range of policy-based areas.

Professor Paul A. Townsend, the inaugural Director of the Centre of Excellence on Ageing and Pro-Vice-Chancellor and
Executive Dean of the Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences at the University of Surrey, said:

“I am incredibly proud to be part of our new Centre of Excellence on Ageing, which is a critical part of a global movement
that recognises the need for a better understanding of the life course and ageing. We will focus on processes ranging from
preconception through to appreciating the treatment of our elderly population. The pandemic disproportionately affected
our seniors, leaving them to face discrimination and a lack of sympathy, with many left in care homes unable to see their
families. This new Centre is dedicated to helping older people to benefit from the latest research and greatest advances in
science today. They should receive the respect, care and quality of life that they deserve.”

Silvia Neira, Vice President of GIA, said:

“We are thrilled to announce the launch of the Centre of Excellence on Ageing at the University of Surrey. This new
initiative will build on the incredible work of the GIA Foundation, expanding our capacity to research and engage with the
many intersections of ageing and longevity.”

Harriers Polish Medals

1 May 2023
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Epsom & Ewell Harriers older runners are back in the UK having picked up medals at the world indoor athletics
championships in Torun Poland.

Lisa Boland W40 (40-44) competed in the 60m and the 200m. Her 60m race saw her gain a PB of 7.82sec winning her a
silver medal, she also won a Bronze medal in the 200m with a time of 25.85sec. If this wasn’t enough, she also won a
silver medal in the W40 4 x 200m relay.

Anne Nelson W70 (70-74) competed in the 60m, finishing with a bronze medal with an astonishing time of 10.19sec. To
add to this medal, Anne also secured 3rd position and a bronze medal in the 200m with a time of 35.69sec.

Top photo: Lisa and Anne with their medals.

After a year of training, they were ready for the World Master Athletics Indoor Championships 2023 in Torun, Poland. Lisa
and Anne train with Epsom & Ewell Harriers at the Harrier Centre, Poole Road. Simon Bean, President of Epsom &
Ewell Harriers commented “We are so proud of Lisa and Anne, they have worked so hard throughout the year, to come
away with so many medals is an incredible achievement.”

The World Masters Indoor Championships enables athletes from across the world over the age of 35 to continue to
compete in the sport they love. A celebration of athletics with age categories spreading right up to 85+ years of age.

Other news from Epsom and Ewell Harriers:

Epsom & Ewell Harriers shine through in the East Surrey Amateur Athletic League 2022/23. The recent third and final of
the 3 East Surrey Amateur Athletic X-Country races took place at the Harrier Centre, Poole Road, Epsom. The 5-mile race
was a 2-lap course with a mixture of on and off rd. Epsom & Ewell Harriers won 3 of the 4 team events, they were the
overall team winners in the girls, men’s and women’s categories. Simon Bean, President of Epsom & Ewell Harriers said
“this is an incredible result for the Club.” In addition, there were some amazing individual Epsom & Ewell Harrier
successes as follows:

Women

0 U17 Women: 1st Sophie Glencross, 2nd Lily Brown

0 U20 W- 1st Georgina Winder

[0 Women overall: 2nd Helen Maguire, 3rd Georgina Winder
[0 W35-44: 1st Helen Maguire

Men

[ U13 Boys: 2nd Oliver Henderson

[0 U20 men: 2nd George Hannay, 3rd Alex Rodriguez
[1 M45: 1st Gary Coleman

[ M50: 1st Steve Winder

[] Men overall: 1st Alex Gurteen, 2nd Steve Winder

Epsom & Ewell Harriers welcomes new runners of all standards whether you’ve run before or not. For more information
about our training sessions see here: https://eandeharriers.weebly.com/

Epsom author says hearing is believing -the inside
story

1 May 2023
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Once Upon a Lunchtime, several years ago, a group of friends were reminiscing about the exciting lives they lead as
young female journalists working on top selling pop and women’s magazines in the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s.

It all came flooding back, the incredible interviews, the ground-breaking features, the photo shoots, the dramas, the
drugs, the creativity, the opportunities, the freedom, the glitz and the glamour and the sheer excitement about being part
of the explosive magazine world in the most crazy and attitude-changing decades.

‘We should write a book’, they said. And they did.
Top photo: The Magazine Girls left to right: Penny, Linda, Shirley, Sandie and Jan.

The Magazine Girls took six years from possibility to publication, during which time they saw four Prime Ministers,
battled with Brexit and struggled with Covid, losing loved-ones along the way, but overcame the trials and particularly the
distance and time difference between them, being scattered between Epsom and Sutton, London and Loughton,
Herefordshire, Hampshire and Montreal, where co-author Jan Iles-Kaluza has lived and raised her family for many years.
Now in their “70s, the seven authors of The Magazine Girls-The inside story, are still firm friends and celebrated the
launch of their book with bubbles, nibbles and sparkling repartee at a signing event in Waterstones Epsom on Sunday
23rd April.

‘None of this would have been possible without learning that essential new skill - Zooming -says co-author Jan Collier. ‘It
kept us on track and united in our determination as we made important democratic decisions, which to be fair weren’t
always easy and we did have our differences at times.’

One of the greatest bonuses for the girls, says Jan, who volunteers with Epsom and Ewell Talking Newspaper for the
blind and visually impaired, was learning about and working with Calibre-Audio. The national charity started in the 70s
and brings the written word to life via audiobook, free of charge, for those members who are visually impaired or have
any form of disability that makes reading print difficult. “‘We are so pleased and proud that members of Calibre-Audio
will soon be able to hear our ‘inside story’ and hope it will bring back happy memories of those iconic decades to all who
lived through them.’

Former Editor of Rave Magazine who worked with the girls in the late ‘60s, esteemed comedy writer Colin Bostock-
Smith adds “The magazine girls made my life mad -and magical. They were sweetly feminine and tough as old boots.
Stunningly sane and frequently quite cuckoo. They were a riot. And judging from this great book, they still are.”

Further information: www.calibreaudio.org.uk
The Magazine Girls is available in bookshops and online at www.troubador.co.uk
Epsom & Ewell Talking Newspaper https://eetn.org.uk

Cautious candidates cause College and Court
cancellations

1 May 2023

The three willing Residents Association candidates for College Ward were disappointed that the Liberal Democrats,
Conservatives and Labour Candidates did not register to participate in last night’s scheduled local election hustings. The
Epsom and Ewell Times pulled the plug on the event in the afternoon as we did not think it appropriate to stage a one-
party event. Clir Nigel Collin (RA College Ward) and his colleagues Charlotte Day and Kate Brooks had willingly
registered after the first invitation to do so.

Top image - an empty 3rd Scout Hall St John Chandlers, Church Road, Epsom

Similarly, for Court Ward, only Robert Geleit of the Labour Party registered to face the public and debate with his
opponents from the Liberal Democrats, Residents Association and Conservatives, but they did not show willing and we
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pulled the plug to avoid a one-man one-party show.
The willing candidates:

Charlotte Mary Day - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell for College.

I aim to create a sustainable future and if elected, I will focus on sustainable development as well as protecting the
countryside and our green spaces.

Kate Emily Brooks - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell for College.

[ am committed to protecting our area and my 10 month old daughter has made me want to make Epsom and Ewell the
best place to enable families to thrive.I will press SCC to improve maintenance of our roads and pavements.

Nigel Collin - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell for College.

My aim is to continue to improve the Community and to help resolve residents problems. If elected , I will continue to
scrutinize Council Expenditure to ensure value for money and to fight for a cessation of the statutory nuisance caused by
operations in the chalk pit.

Cllr Collin was keen to use the opportunity to rebut LibDem claims: On the Local Plan Cllr Collin points out the LibDems
voted for the Draft Local Plan, the Government forces EEBC to use Green Belt, Council meetings are only held in private
to protect 3rd party privacy and potholes are Surrey’s responsibility and we will press them hard.

Rob Geleit - Labour Party for Court.

[ am standing to stick up for my friends and neighbours in Court Ward. We go out door knocking every weekend and get
round the area once a year. Every time we are out we pick up two or three problems to fix, so over the course of an
electoral term we really lift the area.

No other Party will do this for you.

We are a strong opposition to the ruling Residents’ Association Party. I have heard one of them say that we are their
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‘conscience’.
Vote Labour!

Related Reports:

Letters » Epsom & Ewell Times - Julie Morris responds to Clir Collin
Local Elections 4th May 2023

Borough Council Election Hustings 2023

All Candidates listed

We are very very sorry for hustings hosting hash

1 May 2023
The hustings quest @nd : Fhatins
candidate Kelly's EYC]F“:\ ’ abandoned
route v jbere

4j ;

51 Martins Par
Church, Epsom

& 10 min

@ 9

The Epsom and Ewell Times accepts full responsibility for last night’s farce and failure over the promised Stamford Ward
election hustings. We apologise unreservedly to the public.

Residents Association candidates Steve Bridger and Martin Olney had been prepared to answer your questions and
debate with Alison Kelly (who cycled to three churches in her quest for the hustings - see below) and David Buxton of
the Liberal Democrats and Andrew Bailey of the Green Party.

The candidates who did not register to attend the hustings were Karen Landle and Richard Chinn (Labour) and Aaron
Persand and Stephen Pontin (Conservative).

The Gods seemed to be determined that this hustings would not take place. Firstly, we wrongly assumed a hall we had
booked was the Scout Hall at the rear of Epsom Methodist Church in Ashley Road. An eagle eyed scout-leader spotted our
error Tuesday and pointed out that we had booked the St Martins Scout troop hall. We then wrongly assumed their hall
was beside St Martin’s Church in Church Street and re-directed people there. Then on the night we discovered the scout
hall is in fact at the rear of the former St. John Chandler Church in Church Road.

To cap it all Church Road was closed for access at the East Street junction.

Two determined electors of Stamford Ward managed to work this out and turned up but agreed the abandonment of
proceedings. But nevertheless they had the chance to engage with Cllr Steve McCormick (RA candidate for Woodcote
and Langley Vale) who had attended as a spectator. As had Janice Baker of the Green Party standing in Nonsuch.

Lionel Blackman, who was to chair the event said: “It’s all my fault. I am sorry. We will get it right in 2027. Plenty of
time to continue our mission to inject new life into our local democracy. You know, in the global struggle against
authoritarianism not only must we nurse democracy at the micro-local level, if conducted with personal respect
democracy can be fun. And we did have a bit of fun last night, albeit at my expense.”

Epsom and Ewell Times is very confident, however, that the next hustings for the new ward of Horton will take place on
Tuesday 2nd May at Southfield Park Primary School, Long Grove Rd, Epsom KT19 8TF at 7pm. There is only one such
school isn’t there?

The candidates willing to face the public standing in Stamford Ward:

Steve Bridger - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
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I took up the challenge of being a Councillor when I retired to put something back into the area that I have lived for the
majority of my life. I have secured 3 successful CIL bids for my Ward - 2 for Epsom Common and 1 for Horton Country
Park. I am a believer in sustainability and any way that we can recycle, use power and resources more efficiently and
generally be more careful about what we buy.

I became part of the RA due to the non-political stance that it takes - I am not told what to do or how to vote (I have voted
against items that could affect my Ward and residents). I enjoy meeting residents, helping them out not only with matters
concerning the Council but giving my life experiences to assist in some civil matters. I have assisted in fighting
inappropriate planning matters (Kingswood House School, Clayhill Lodge etc.)

Party Politics should not come into local ‘politics’, promises of changing things that are outside our realm are matters that
are decided by the politicians and outside our control - they have no place here.

[ am proud to be part of the Borough that is known throughout the world, just mention Epsom and everyone knows or has
heard of it, so lets keep it non-political and a great place to live, work and enjoy!

David Buxton - Liberal Democrat Focus Team

David has lived in Epsom for 18 years and worked as CEO for one of Londons leading Disabled Peoples Organisations.
David was previously an Epsom and Ewell Borough Councillor for four years. For 10 years David was a Committee
Member and Chair of Livingstone Park Association leading the campaign to pull down the derelict Water Tower, and the
campaign for the dilapidated Horton Chapel to become a charitable trust, enabling its transformation to its former glory
as a listed building - the now new Horton Chapel Arts Centre! David was formerly Chair of the British Deaf Association
and is a current Board Member of the European Union of the Deaf. David led the British Sign Language (BSL) Act
Campaign nationally, he has won several national campaign awards and has been named as one of Britain’s most
influential disabled people. David is keen to protect wildlife, parks and the Green Belt.

Alison Kelly - Liberal Democrat Focus Team
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Alison has lived in Epsom since 1986 and was a Borough Councillor for 8 years serving on planning and finance
committees. From 2007 to 2015, Alison was the main opposition spokesperson on budgetary and financial policy. Alison
became involved in local politics to protect our open areas and gardens because of her dismay at the number of planning
decisions that were changing the landscape. Alison welcomes this opportunity to be directly involved in deciding local
planning issues. Alison is particularly interested in promoting energy efficiency and recycling and is keen to ensure that
the borough exceeds targets and meets residents’ expectations. Alison also enjoys fitness, gardening and volunteering
locally.

Alison Kelly outside the final destination of St John Chandlers Church of her cycle-quest to find the hustings.

Epsom and Ewell Times can confirm her bicycle was there - just out of view of the photo.

Andrew Bailey - Green Party
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Andrew Bailey says:

“I will help build a sustainable future where our greenbelt is fully protected. I strongly believe in community
engagement and consensus politics. My aim is for Epsom council to provide better tools so people can recognise positive
change - increases in recycling, downturn in pollution, engage in development plans and tell the council where they
don't feel safe. A community exists only when people feel their voices are heard.”

Andrew Bailey - Stamford Ward and Green candidate Janice Baker, who is standing in Nonsuch Ward, in eager
attendance at the second of the wrong venues - St Martins Church Hall.

Martin Olney - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
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The RA has not cut any services in the last four years and the auditors have complimented them on their sound
management of ever-dwindling financial resources. I want to help maintain the Borough'’s efficiency and continue to
provide what local people want. I was a Councillor in 2015 -2019, my main interest was planning and planning policy. I
also looked after Veterans in the Borough as well as maintained our heritage assets.

The results of the consultation on the Local Plan have made the RA pause the plan. I will work for a new plan that meets
the needs of the residents.

Surrey County Council is failing to maintain our roads, deliver enough schools places or provide adequate transport.
Ofsted gave a ‘requires improvement’ for their Child Service, one of many dismal performances. I will pressure them to
meet their obligations as they take 76% of your Council Tax.

The RA is focused on issues, within their responsibilities, that impact the people in the Ward. The National political
parties have a wider agenda and are influenced by a central office. A vote for the RA is a vote for local decisions being
taken after consultation with local people.

Politics or personality puzzles Claygate voters

1 May 2023

It’s a grey day in Claygate but the mood among the Lib Dems who have gathered at a micro pub next to the village station
is anything but gloomy.

In a bright yellow jacket she said was a “hand me down” via one of her sons, the party’s parliamentary candidate for
Esher and Walton reacted to the news that Dominic Raab had resigned from the cabinet.

Monica Harding called for Mr Raab to resign as the area’s MP, and said residents “deserved better”.

Mr Raab said he had set out his position, and appreciated the “hundreds of messages of support” he had received. He
added: “My overriding focus now is on delivering for the people of Esher and Walton, with our economic plan and support
with energy bills.”

In the 2019 general election, Ms Harding took 45 per cent of the vote in Esher and Walton, cutting the Conservative MP’s
majority from 23,298 in 2017, to 2,743. It is therefore a key seat the Lib Dems have their eye on for the next general
election, which must be called before January 2025.

But with local elections taking place in Elmbridge on May 4, could Mr Raab’s resignation in the wake of an investigation
into bullying also impact on those voters?

The Lib Dem leader, Ed Davey, also the MP for neighbouring Kingston and Surbiton, told the LDRS that in parliamentary
constituencies across Surrey, including Esher and Walton, Guildford, Woking and Mole Valley, the party was sensing a
“real opportunity”. He added: “This chaos and indecency in the Conservatives is what’s putting off a lot of life-long
Tories.”

The village of Claygate has around 7,000 people, an average house price of more than £1.1million and three Liberal
Democrat councillors. Elmbridge Borough Council, the area’s local authority, is run by the Residents Associations’ 18
councillors, in coalition with the 13 Lib Dem councillors.

The Conservatives are the second largest party, with 15 councillors, five of which hold seats that are up for election on
May 4 when a third of the members are up for election.

Current Lib Dem councillor Alex Coomes is up for election, standing against John Charles Burns for the Conservatives
and Sue Cope for the Labour Party.

One voter told the LDRS Mr Raab’s resignation would not impact on how she would vote in the borough council elections.
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An investigation into Mr Raab by Adam Tolley KC looked at eight formal complaints against the MP from his work in
three separate government departments.

In his resignation letter, Mr Raab said all but two of the claims had been dismissed in the report and raised concerns the
inquiry would “encourage spurious complaints” against ministers.

Peter Szanto, chairman of Esher & Walton Conservative Association, said: “Dominic has continually worked to support
our constituency and all those that live here. He has always been professional, kind, thoughtful and tenacious in his
work.I, and the Esher & Walton Conservative Association, fully support him.”

Ann Hennings, who said she had met Mr Raab “several times at various functions”, had found him to be “very kind” and
said she didn’t have “a bad thing to say about him”. She said she was glad she was not at work anymore, and asked:
“What is bullying? Getting somebody’s job done, is that bullying? I think anybody who’s in charge of anything might be
accused of that sometimes.” She said that the local Liberal Democrats, who run the council in a coalition with Residents’
Association councillors, “seem to get things done” but added that her voting habits were not the same on national and
local ballots.

“If you have parents that are a certain party, I think a lot of people tend to be the same, it goes down with families,” she
said. “My family were staunch Conservatives. I've always voted Conservative but never locally. I've only ever voted
liberal.”

Another resident said Mr Raab’s resignation from his roles as Deputy Prime Minister and Justice Secretary was “good
riddance”, but said it would not change how she would vote locally.

While the Liberal Democrat leader on Elmbridge Borough Council, and Claygate councillor, Clir Bruce McDonald, said
on the doorstep the constituency’s MP came up “from time to time” he didn’t think Mr Raab was “at the front of their
minds”. Cllr McDonald said: “I and my colleagues are much more interested in talking about our positive vision for
Elmbridge, what we’re getting on with doing because, ultimately, that’s what people want from us.”

But the national picture isn’t far from some people’s minds on the doorstep. Lynne Murray opened her front door to find
Ed Davey, Monica Harding and a raft of journalists on her doorstep. She told Mr Davey there was a “very high chance”
the Lib Dems may be lucky and get her vote in the future elections.

With issues including the country’s economic prosperity, a “holistic, long term” look at the NHS needed and wanting
people to feel “hope again” she said she thought that aspiring to “have a great life” was “so far away from so many people
at the moment.” She added: “I'm looking back at 12 years of Conservative government and I can’t think of a single aspect
of life in the UK that’s been better.”

The cost of planning

1 May 2023

Green Belt campaigners have obtained a breakdown of over half-a-million pounds spent so far by Epsom and Ewell
Borough Council on the draft Local Plan and the Town Centre MasterPlan. The Epsom and Ewell Times provides the
figures below.

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s response to a Freedom of Information Act request:
“The figures below are broken down into two time periods:
* The first covering the April 2016 to December 2021.

* The second period covers January 2022 until 15" April 2023 - this is to reflect that from January 2022 additional
evidence was commissioned to support the preparation of the Draft Local Plan 2022-2040.

April 2016 - December 2021 Local Plan consultancy

Service Consultant Cost

Spatial Economic Development Strategy Economic Growth Management Ltd | £13,725

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
15


https://epsomandewelltimes.com/the-cost-of-planning

= EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

Far the community, oy Ehe community. & nog-tor-proft service

15th October 2026

ISSN 2753-2771

° L0
Post Covid - Spatial Economic Development Strategy |Economic Growth Management Ltd | £7,787.50
Sports Facilities Assessment and Playing Pitch Strategy| Ploszajski Lynch Consulting Ltd £24,113
Green Belt Studies Atkins Ltd £36,471.61
Housing Needs Assessment Update Cobweb Consulting £14,497.55
Background paper on the horseracing industry| Matthews Associates (UK) Ltd £2,970
Local Plan Viability Assessment (2019) HDH Planning & Development Ltd £16,063
Habitats Regulation Assessment Lepus Consulting £7,244.33
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Jacobs UK Ltd £9,838
Graphic Design services Soapbox Design Limited £5,940
Local Plan Consultation Support Luther Pendragon £16,557.30
Mapping services Pindar Creative £2,624
Retail Study Urban Shape £26,654
Retail Study - update Urban Shape £6,050
Master planning Allies and Morrison £71,984
Total £262,519.29

January 2022 onwards to support Draft Local Plan 2022-2040

Service Consultant Appointed Cost
Housing and Economic Development Needs Assessment
GLH £47,890.49
(HEDNA) earne
Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment (GTAA) Opinion Research Services Ltd £6,850
Local Plan Viability Study (2022) HDH Planning & Development Ltd £16,000
I i inability A isal of Draft Local Plan 2022-204
nterim Sustainability Appraisal of Draft Local Plan 20 040 AECOM £23.807.50
(Reg 18)
Habitats Regulations A t of Draft Local Plan 2022-2040
abitats Regulations Assessment of Draft Local Plan Lepus Consulting £3.410
(Reg 18)
Climate Change Study (Part 1) Wood Plc £17,512
Graphic Design services Urban Graphics £23,000
Emerging Town Centre Masterplan David Lock Associates £99,768.10*
Independent Review of Draft Local Plan (Reg 18) Carewold Associates Ltd £750
Social Media promotion of Draft Local Plan consultation Quick Fox Labs £4,786.45
EEBC print d Blue Dot
Printing of consultation materials pHn rc.)om and blue o £6,291
display
Total £250,695.54

* note no net cost to EEBC as funded by the Local Enterprise Partnership The total spend on external services from 1*
April 2016 until the 15 April 2023 was £513,214.83. However as noted above £99,768.10 of this was for the Emerging
Epsom Town Centre Masterplan was funded by the Capital to Coast Local Enterprise Partnership.”

Mark Todd, Chair, Epsom and Ewell Labour Party and a candidate in Horton Ward for the upcoming local election,
responded to our request to all parties for comment: “Yet more evidence of terrible waste and mismanagement by the
Residents’ Association running Epsom and Ewell Borough Council. No wonder our council tax is so high and our services
so poor. It’s time for change at the local elections on May 4. The local Labour party will clean up the council and make
sure money is spent wisely again.”

Julie Morris, College Ward Councillor and Liberal Democrat told us: “The need for a new Local Plan is known years in
advance and steps should have been taken to make sure our borough had robust local planning policies in place, rather
than procrastinate over what was exactly the right time to create a new Local Plan.

Much of the evidence base has needed to be updated and has therefore required the work of professional organisations to
do this, resulting in a much greater spend than was originally forecast. There was no alternative but for council to agree
to this expenditure. Had Residents Association councillors given the matter greater priority, expenditure would
undoubtedly have been less. It’s important to bear in mind too, that the process is far from complete.”

The Residents Association, Conservative Party and Green Party have not responded.
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Related Reports:

£225,000 to plan the unplanned
The Local Plan to plan The Local Plan

Many others - search “Local Plan”.

Many Surrey motorists will be paying the ULEZ
charge.

1 May 2023

There could be more than 250,000 cars on Surrey’s roads that do not meet ULEZ complaint standards. That figure climbs
to 335,584 cars when counting those with Statutory Off Road Notifications (SORN), according to a Freedom of
Information request by the LDRS.

The figures are based on collective postcode data supplied by the DVLA and include some crossover, for example with
Chipstead and Coulsden in London, and on the border with East Grimstead in West Sussex.

According to Transport for London “petrol cars that meet the ULEZ standards are generally those first registered with the
DVLA after 2005, although cars that meet the standards have been available since 2001. Diesel cars that meet the
standards are generally those first registered with the DVLA after September 2015.”

In Surrey postcodes, recorded information held by the DVLA shows there were 71,892 petrol engine cars first registered
before January 1 2005, with a further 50,655 classed as SORN. The figures are worse for non-compliant diesel cars, with
190,026 licensed and 23,011 SORN first registered before September 1 2015. Combined that means there are 261,918
non ULEZ compliant taxed cars registered to Surrey postcodes and a further 73,666 off road.

The figures were from a snapshot census of the DVLA vehicle record which is taken quarterly and is up to date to
February 2023.

The ULEZ boundary is expected to be expanded to the Surrey border in August and would mean that those driving with
petrol vehicles registered before 2005 or diesels users before 2015 will need to pay a £12.50 daily charge.

In February, Surrey County Council joined forces with four London boroughs to launch a High Court legal challenge
against Transport for London (TfL) and the Mayor of London’s decision to expand the zone.

In April a judge ruled there was a case to be heard on two grounds - the legal basis for the scheme and the rollout of the
scrappage scheme. It is expected to be heard in July.

Among the things Surrey County Council is calling on the Mayor of London provide are more data on the impact to
residents, extend car scrappage and the Zone 6 Oyster Card scheme and to provide corridors to NHS facilities that are on
the border,

Key workers, who regularly have to travel to London, should also be exempt, the county argues.

The Local Democracy Service has also requested that these figures be broken down by individual postcode.

The full list of postcodes included in the data is: CR3, CR5, CR6, GU1, GU10, GU12, GU15, GU16, GU18, GU19, GU2,
GU20, GU21, GU22, GU23, GU24, GU25, GU26, GU27, GU3, GU4, GU5, GU6, GU7, GU8, GU9, KT10, KT11, KT12, KT13,
KT14, KT15, KT16, KT17, KT18, KT20, KT21, KT22, KT23, KT24, KT7, KT8, RH1, RH10, RH12, RH19, RH2, RH3, RH4,
RH5, RH6, RH7, RH8, RH9, SM7, TN16, TN8, TW15, TW16, TW17, TW18, TW19, TW20

Related reports:

ULEZ Court battle looming

Surrey Council’s ULEZ talks ongoing with TfL

Can you beat the ULEZ charge?

Will Me’lud halt ULEZ expansion to Epsom borders?
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A sign of no signs to come on ULEZ?

ULEZ will come to Epsom and Ewell borders
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