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Bassetts hound Sutton & Epsom

22 January 2023

Sutton & Epsom RFC 5 - Royal Wootton Bassett 26. 21st January. Sutton & Epsom had travelled to Wiltshire in
October to take on the winless Royal Wootton Bassett and returned to Surrey with their tails between their legs having
lost 31-29. So the return fixture at Rugby Lane saw the bottom two clubs, with only two wins each this season,
desperately slugging it out to grasp a lifeline to stay in Regional 1 South Central. For both clubs every match is of critical
importance in their fight to retain their status but the coaches, players and supporters would have eyed this fixture as one
to win. At the full-time whistle it was RWB who were triumphant in the relegation battle winning 26-5.

Rugby Lane was bathed in sunshine on an afternoon where the hard ground had claimed half of
the league fixtures that afternoon. S&E gave a debut to Alex Mawdsley in the centre and Lawrence
Elliott and Jack Howes, who were replacements against London Welsh, started. Jamie Flatley’s kick
off was plucked from the sky by the S&E pack and Sutton were immediately on the attack. A
penalty was kicked into the corner and Josh Glanville gathered the line out and was stopped a
metre short. The forwards inched their way under the posts before it was spun wide to Robbie
Martey to nip over in the corner. Though Freddy Bunting’s conversion slid by it was an ideal start
for the Black & Whites who led 5-0.

The Wiltshire All Blacks response was instantaneous. They matched S&E by regaining the restart
and also winning a penalty with the only difference being they went for the quick tap. Scrambling
defence denied the initial surge before the ball was delivered to the opposite touch where flanker
Scott Parry crossed untouched. Rhys Floyd added the extras for the visitors to take a 7-5 lead.
Royal Wootton Bassett pressed hard to extend their advantage and endured a series of near
misses as they failed to exploit an overlap and were also held up over the line. It was one-way
traffic and deservedly at the end of the first quarter flanker Ollie Baycroft scored for RWB. Rhys
Floyd missed the conversion but his team were well worth their 12-5 lead.

Sutton were struggling to gain any fluency despite the upper hand in the set scrum and a fully
functioning line out. The hosts’ best opportunity to level the scores came on the half hour with
some exquisite footwork from Jamie Flatley. The diminutive 10 jinked his way from halfway to five
metres from the posts but his pass was knocked on under the pressure of the scrambling defence.
For the remainder of the first half the Black & Whites were the architects of their own misfortune
as they tried to attack from their own 22 and conceded possession. However, despite the visitors
dominating territory and possession they had to be satisfied with the 12-5 interval score.

RWB opened the second period by kicking a penalty to the hosts’ 5-metre line. Sutton stole the
line out but an inadequate clearance was returned with menace only for the alert Kyren Ghumra to
secure the loose ball. The Black & Whites were struggling to find any sustained pressure as their
opponents continued to search for a third try. The Wiltshire 10 entered flamboyant mode. First
Rhys Floyd chipped over the top and re-gathered the ball in the 22 but was enveloped by the
cover. Then a cross-field kick was added to his expanding repertoire. With Wiltshire winger
favourite to score a cruel bounce denied the visitors.

Sutton & Epsom were clinging on by their fingernails but 15 minutes into the second period the

pressure finally told. A sweeping attack was halted 10 metres short but a perfectly timed and

angled run from the outstanding Number 8 Gavin Ougan saw him score. Rhys Floyd impressively

converted from the flank for a 19-5 score-line. At this stage the Sutton resistance was being led by

bullocking runs from Stefan Cooksammy who had replaced an injured Robbie Martey in the first

period but there was very little fluency in the S&E game. Then at the start of the final quarter the

Black & Whites arose from their slumber. Their best play saw Kyren Ghumra denied in the corner

by a fine cover tackle. Then from a 22-metre line out the Surrey men attacked the left hand corner before switching to the
wide-open spaces on the right. A try looked a certainty before an unforgiving pass left a brace of backs staring at the
undefended line.

With the chance for a grandstand finish and memorable comeback fading by the minute it was
Gavin Ougan that steadied the nerves of the Wiltshire All Blacks. Whether picking the ball up from
the base of the scrum or receiving the ball in open play he rampaged forward clocking up the
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yardage to put Sutton on the back foot. With ten minutes left remaining RWB secured their fourth
try and the bonus point that their superiority on the day warranted. Attacking from a line out on
the S&E 22 they won a penalty 5 metres from the line. A couple of phases later winger Jamie
Murray was over in the corner. Rhys Floyd made light of the angle to bisect the uprights for 26-5.
The hosts were left playing for pride as they sought out a consolation score or two. A beautifully
weighted kick from Jamie Flatley from 40 metres initiated a curious moment. The RWB cover
gathered the ball near his line and passed it to an S&E player who immediately passed it to back
to another RWB man, it was becoming one of those afternoons for Sutton. From a 5-metre scrum
the retreating Wiltshire pack conceded a penalty. The Black & Whites spread themselves wide and
from the tap penalty were held up over the line. The hosts returned the drop out from under the
posts and nearly scored in one corner before switching directions. Jamie Flatley was in a promising
position threatening a score but lost his footing and a grateful defence swallowed him up. The
referee then ended the contest with Royal Wootton Bassett victors to the tune of 26-5.

With this result for Sutton the thought of relegation has shifted from possibility to probability with
this crucial defeat to the side that sit at the foot of the table. In contrast RWB will be not studying
the ‘3 Rs’ but the ‘4 Bs’ as they have fixtures against Bracknell, Banbury, Brighton and
Bournemouth as the plot their route to survival. The visitors thoroughly warranted their success
and will hope to maintain their momentum they have gained since the prolonged festive break. In
contrast the Black & Whites remaining fixtures are predominantly against those teams in the upper
echelons.

Next Saturday S&E will be visiting new territory when travelling to Horspath to play against the
Oxford Harlequins. In the reverse fixture the Rugby Lane crowd saw a thrilling contest that the
Oxfordshire side edged by 22-19.

Sutton & Epsom

Lawrence Elliott, Robbie Martey, Freddy Bunting, Alex Mawdsley, Kyren Ghumra, Jamie Flatley,
Austin Bell, Tom Boaden, Jack Howes, Will Lloyd, Josh Glanville, Ewan McTaggart, Chris Farrell ©,
Rob Hegarty & James Caddy.

Replacements: (all used) Alex Mount, Stefan Cooksammy & Ross Parsons.

Royal Wootton Bassett

Daniel Hale, Matthew Huggins, Scott Douglas, Connor Tomley, Jamie Murray, Rhys Floyd, Rhys
Higginson, Ben Wilkinson, Scott Parry, Christopher Roshier, Jack Daynes, Josh McCafferty, Ollie
Baycroft, Dylan Higginson, Gavin Ougan ©.

Replacements: (all used) Jamie Davison, Sam Williams & Sean Marsden.
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Flight of refugees: history repeating?

22 January 2023

LORE SEGAL

Epsom and Ewell Times marks Holocaust Memorial Day (Friday 27th January) with an article about Surrey
characters who saved Jews from persecution and we report on the work of a daughter of a Holocaust survivor, now living

in Epsom, who is saving today’s refugees.

HOLOCAUST
MEMORIAL
DAY 27/1

Marking Holocaust Memorial Day (27th January) Surrey History Centre highlights local characters who saved Jews from
persecution. Across Britain many so-called ordinary people made extraordinary and often brave attempts to help rescue
and settle people escaping Nazi oppression. Surrey was no exception: individuals and committees alike demonstrated
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remarkable compassion and team spirit in helping refugees during the 1930s and 1940s.

Some of these extraordinary people were themselves Jewish refugees from Europe: people like childcare specialist, Alice
Goldberger (1897-1986) from Berlin, who set up a hostel for child Holocaust survivors at Weir Courtney in Lingfield in
1945; Dr Hilde Lion (1893-1970), an academic from Berlin, who established Stoatley Rough School in Haslemere in 1934;
and Julius Warschauer (1907-1982) from Berlin who chaired the Mayor of Guildford’s Refugee Committee, and was helped
in the pastoral care of Guildford’s Jewish refugees by his father Rabbi Malwin Warschauer (1871-1955).

Read the full story from the Surrey History Centre HERE
History repeating?

Nina Kaye, who lives in Epsom and is one of the founders of the Epsom & Ewell Refugee Network, is the
daughter of a Holocaust survivor. Her mother, Marianne, was born in Vienna in 1925 and had to flee when the
Nazis annexed Austria in 1938. Marianne’s mother was granted a visa for Great Britain but she was not permitted
to bring any dependents with her, so Marianne had to apply for a visa for the kindertransport and, at the age of 13,
travelled alone from Vienna to Stockholm. Later, in 1943, she was able to rejoin her mother in London.

In 2015, Nina wanted to offer Syrian refugees a room in her house but there was no organisation that
matched refugees with private families offering to host them. So she helped set up Refugees At Home
(www.refugeesathome.org) , a charity that has since become one of the leading organisations to match
people with a spare room to refugees and asylum seekers in need of somewhere to stay. Since then she has
hosted more than 30 refugees in her home.

At the same time she was involved in setting up Epsom & Ewell Refugee Network (EERN), a local organisation whose aim
is to help support refugees and asylum seekers in and around Epsom. EERN is a volunteer led local organisation with an
enthusiastic support network. Before the Ukrainian crisis, EERN was helping around a dozen families and some
individuals settle in to the area and make a new life for themselves, providing English lessons, offering support to find
jobs, helping children settle into schools, organising events and addressing many of the issues that arise. Since the war in
Ukraine started, EERN now support around 180 families, helping them integrate into the community. Host families in this
area have been very kind and generous and EERN offers support to both the families and their guests.

EERN'’s most pressing need is for more sponsor families and potential landlords for Ukrainian families. If anyone can help,
please contact epsomrefugeenetwork@gmail.com

Green-belters seeing red on Local Plan?

22 January 2023
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A determined group of Epsom & Ewell residents, representing over 1,700 petitioners , took to the podium at last night’s
meeting of the Council’s Licensing, Planning and Policy Committee (January 19th). They asked Councillors eleven
questions about the threat of Green Belt sites being included as “Preferred Options” in the imminent Draft Local Plan.

[Official Council record: The Chair (Clir Steven McCormick - RA Woodcote Ward)provided an oral response to each
question. Eight supplementary oral questions were asked. The Chair, the Interim Director of Environment, Housing and
Regeneration, and the Planning Policy Manager provided oral responses to seven of the supplementary questions. The
Chair confirmed a written reply would be provided for one of the supplementary questions.]

Otherwise the business of the meeting was confined to approving increases between 6 and 10 % for 2023/2024 on a range
of Council charges relating to Planning matters, private hire vehicle licensing, animals and scrap metal.

Given every indication that the Government no longer thinks Green Belt reviews are necessary with housing targets
advisory only, and fresh from Mole Valley District Coucil’s unanimous vote to remove Green Belt sites from its Local Plan,
residents challenged the councillors and planners to seize the opportunity to save the Green Belt now and focus on
brownfield sites for new affordable homes.

In answer to one question about whether planners had consulted HM Inspectors about Green Belt removal, council
officers confirmed that, as EEBC was at an initial stage of decision taking , they had no need to consult the Inspectorate at
this time, unlike Mole Valley are now required to do.

Given this difference, residents believe that it will now be entirely the responsibility of Councillors - the majority of whom
are Residents Association, if Green Belt land ends up being developed. According to the Council for the Protection of
Rural England, over 99% of sites earmarked for development by local authorities eventually get built upon, so the
campaigners say it is both crucial and necessary to ensure no Green Belt sites are included at the outset.

The group intend to return to make more representations at the final decision-taking meeting on January 30 before the
EEBC Draft Plan is published on February 1.

Further details of this residents’ campaign petition can be seen on epsomgreenbelt.org

Chris Grayling MP for Epsom and Ewell has written to constituents: “There have been two new developments on the
Local Plans which shape the future of housing development in our area - in Epsom and Ewell and Mole Valley.

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council is due to publish its draft plan in the next few days (sic), and this will show the degree
to which it has decided to push for development on local green belt land. I very much hope they have chosen to focus on
brown field sites and particularly on the potential for the Kiln Lane and Longmead areas.

Meanwhile in Mole Valley, the Council has asked the Planning Inspector to delay consideration of their plans, following
the Government’s revision of its national planning policies. It is too early to know if this may affect the plans for Ashtead,
but I will keep you posted.”

Related reports:

Lessons for Epsom in Mole Valley’s “shouty” Local Plan struggle?
Crucial month for local Local Plans?

Gove gives pause for thought on Local Plans?

Local Plan Battle: early skirmishes on Downs Farm

MP’s housing solution for Epsom and Ewell

Surrey Police Top Complaints Table

22 January 2023
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Surrey Police received more complaints per officer in its force than any other in England and Wales. The Home Office
recently published the statistics for the year end 31st March 2022.

Epsom and Ewell Times has analysed the tables and the top forces are as follows:

Rank Force Mumber of police officers Hurm hE_'r of Allegations Fer

allegations officer

1 Surrey Police 2153 3,983 1. 8500

2 Cleveland Police 1443 2 358 16341

3 Gloucestershire Constabulary 1,279 1,340 15188

4 Essex Police 1678 5,375 14614

c Hampshire and |sle of Wight 3,302 3,734 14317

- Constabulary

1] Kent Police 4 D64 5,527 13600

Lisa Townsend, Police and Crime Commissioner for Surrey, said: “My office has been in detailed discussion with Surrey
Police following the understandable concerns that the public may have following the national news this week. There is no
place for misogyny or abuse of any type in Surrey Police and I have been clear with the Force that I have the highest
expectations of our police officers.

“I am pleased that Surrey Police have rigorous processes in place to discourage all forms of behaviour that fall below the
standards we have of every officer, and I am confident that all cases of misconduct are carried out with the utmost
seriousness when an allegation is made either externally or internally. The latest quarterly data from the IOPC to last
September shows a reduction in complaint cases against police officers in Surrey. However it is important to note that
while every case is taken seriously, the total number of complaints received relates to a wide variety of themes. Many
complaint cases are resolved to the satisfaction of the complainant.

“My office continues to play an important role in scrutinising the Force in all areas of performance, including regular
meetings with Surrey Police’s Professional Standards Team and the IOPC. This includes identifying trends and working to
improve the timeliness and quality of the service that every complaint receives.”

Helen Maguire Liberal Democrat PPC for Epsom and Ewell said: “As a former Royal Military Police Officer, it goes
without saying that I fully support the difficult work that Surrey Police do. However, following the conviction of David
Carrick, these Surrey figures will be seen locally as being very disturbing and so the public needs reassurance. Therefore
Surrey Police Force must ask themselves why they are top of the table and how do they investigate internal complaints
against their own police officers. That can only be achieved if there is external scrutiny of the figures - the public will not
take kindly to seeing Surrey Police marking their own homework!”

Mark Todd, Chair of Epsom and Ewell Labour Party said: “In Epsom & Ewell we get a terrible deal on policing, so it’s no
wonder that complaints are so high; and the huge problems at the Met show that the problems go wider still. During
austerity the Conservative Government cut our police funding by 20% and Epsom’s police station was closed. It lies
derelict on Church Street with just a small base during working hours at the town hall. We need a properly resourced,
trained and managed police force and that’s what a Labour Government would provide. Currently our police force is not
fit for purpose and it’s all the Government’s fault.”

A full table of complaints against officers in each police force is available from Epsom and Ewell Times HERE

Surrey Police have hit back: “The Home Office figures quoted by some outlets are for overall public complaints to the
force. These capture dissatisfaction with the service provided by police. The figures do not reflect misconduct
investigations. This is a really important distinction to make. “

Epsom and Ewell Times has extrapolated the figures above from the Home Office table: “Number of individuals
(officers) subject to a complaint”. Readers may explore for themselves via this Home Office website page.

ULEZ will come to Epsom and Ewell borders

22 January 2023
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London has an air quality problem. That’s why the Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) is expanding across all London
boroughs from 29 August 2023 to help clear London’s air.
Poor air quality is not just a central London problem. In fact, the greatest number of deaths related to air pollution occur
in outer London areas.
The ULEZ has already made a significant difference, helping to reduce harmful nitrogen dioxide pollution by nearly half
in central London. But we need to act now to help give the five million Londoners in outer boroughs clearer air to
breathe too.

Cars, motorcycles, vans and other specialist vehicles (up to and including 3.5 tonnes) and minibuses (up to and including
5 tonnes) will need to meet the ULEZ emissions standards or pay a daily charge of £12.50 when driving within the zone,
including the expanded area from 29 August.

More than four out of five vehicles already meet the standards. But, if you drive a petrol vehicle over 16 years old or a

diesel vehicle over 6 years old, you need to check in case you're affected. Use our simple online vehicle checker.

Check your vehicle now To support Londoners through the expansion, the Mayor of London’s scrappage scheme is
providing financial assistance for those on certain low income or disability benefits. There is also help for London based
sole traders, businesses with up to 10 employees and registered charities. The scheme opens on 30 January 2023. For

more information on the scrappage scheme and other support, visit our website.

The ULEZ will continue to operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, every day of the year except Christmas Day (25

December).
Any money received from the scheme is reinvested into running and improving London’s transport network, such as
expanding bus routes in outer London.

Map showing Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ)
expansion from 29 August 2023
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Visit the interactive map to see if a
postcode, location or landmark is in the expanded area. Check your postcode If you drive within the Congestion Charge

zone in central London, you will also need to pay the daily Congestion Charge unless your vehicle has an exemption or is
registered for a 100% discount. The Congestion Charge zone won't be expanding.
Transport for London 19.01.2023
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Chris Grayling MP for Epsom and Ewell has written to constituents to say:

“I am strongly opposed to the change at this time because of its impact on our area, on pensioners and people on low
incomes with older cars and most significantly those seeking treatment at St Helier or the Marsden. I have asked him to
reconsider this aspect of the scheme in particular..........

... the plan does not include extending the zone right to the London boundary everywhere. For us the outline ULEZ map
says it will not cover the route from Epsom to the M25 via Malden Rushett or from Ewell to Tolworth and the A3 going
southwards. There has been some confusion over the status of Rushett Lane and I am checking that with TfL. It will also
not include the north end of Stoneleigh and parts of Worcester Park.

... The target date for the launch is August 29th, though that may slip as some councils are refusing to work with the
Mayor to install the cameras that will be needed to make it operational.”

Related articles
Yet more on ULEZ....
More on Epsom and Ewell and Surrey and ULEZ

Council’s last minute opposition to ULEZ extension.

Surrey County Council Stands Against Scams

22 January 2023

Surrey County Council has been officially accredited as a “Friends Against Scams” (FAS) organisation. FAS is an
initiative run by the National Trading Standards (NTS) Scams Team that aims to protect and prevent people from
becoming victims of scams by empowering people to ‘Take a Stand Against Scams’.

The accreditation follows on from some impressive work by Buckinghamshire and Surrey Trading Standards, which has
seen them:

= Train 22,269 Friends Against Scams
» Train 161 SCAMchampions

» Train 152 Scam Marshals

= Instal 562 call blockers

= Instal 38 doorbell cameras

The impact of this work can be seen in the financial impact of their interventions which between April 2019 and December
2022 generated savings of £66milion.

In addition to the accreditation, Surrey County Council Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Communities and
Community Safety Denise Turner-Stewart officially joined the initiative as a “SCAMbassador”.

SCAMbassador’s protect the public from scams and the damage they cause by working with members of both their
community and at national level to educate and support those who may be vulnerable to scams.

Scams affect millions of people across the UK and cost consumers an estimated £5-10 billion of detriment of each year.
The people who are targeted are often in the most vulnerable circumstances and the impact on their lives is devastating -
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from large financial losses to severe emotional damage which leaves victims feeling intimidated, scared and afraid to be in
their home.

Denise Turner-Stewart, Surrey County Council Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Communities and Community
Safety said: “I'm delighted to become an official SCAMbassador and to help Friends Against Scams continue their vital
work in protecting the public against exploitative and deceitful fraudsters.

“Anyone can become a victim of scams but they often target the most vulnerable in society and these criminals and
fraudulent practices must be stopped.

“I would urge residents and business alike to attend one of the online FAS training webinars delivered monthly by
Buckinghamshire and Surrey Trading Standards Service and if you are plagued by nuisance and scam telephone calls
email trading.standards@surreycc.gov.uk to see if you are eligible for a free call blocker.

“Scams damage lives, affecting people both financially and emotionally, but together with the Friends Against Scams
Team, the Chartered Trading Standards Institute and our very own Trading Standards Team, we will do all we can to keep
residents safe.”

Louise Baxter, Head of the National Trading Standards Scams Team said: “The tactics used by criminals leave victims
socially isolated and ashamed of telling their friends and families what’s really going on behind closed doors. “It is
fantastic to have such an influential figure in the community to help us tackle this problem on a local, regional and
national level and I would encourage all those that are interested in showing their support to join the campaign and be
part of our growing SCAMbassador network.”

Surrey County Council News Service

Opposition unite against division of opposition

22 January 2023

Epsom and Ewell opposition parties are united against the Parliamentary intervention of the “True and Fair Party”.
Prospective parliamentary candidate Gina Miller opened her campaign office in Epsom and Ewell this week, promising to
set up shadow MP surgeries to help residents struggling through the cost-of-living crisis. The office is based at Regency
House, 17 West Street, just off Epsom High Street. In the coming weeks and months, Gina will hold shadow MP surgeries
face-to-face and online, from the office and in locations across the constituency.

Gina famously defeated the Government twice in the Supreme Court when the Conservatives attempted to unlawfully
override and then shut Parliament. Ministers’ disrespect of the law, entitled attitude and lack of care for the electorate led
Gina to form True & Fair. The party campaigns against political corruption and highlights the lack of accountability in our
system.

Gina, who is also Leader of the True & Fair Party, said: “In October, True & Fair announced its first slate of election
candidates. They are standing in constituencies where traditional opposition parties have struggled to mount a serious
challenge to the Conservative incumbent in recent elections. Epsom and Ewell voters can unite under my candidacy,
which will be shaped by their aspirations and address their concerns.

“There was a net decline of 300 registered business - far above the national average - in Epsom and Ewell last year,
according to the House of Commons Library. I urge any resident who is facing a problem, hardship or unfairness to visit
our shadow MP surgeries so that my team and I can help them.”

Commenting on Gina Miller’s decision to stand for Parliament in Epsom and Ewell, Helen Maguire PPC for the Liberal
Democratcs stated: “Realistically, we believe the Liberal Democrats are the only party who are able to take this Blue Wall
seat from the Conservatives. The constituency of Epsom & Ewell needs an alternative to those who are bringing this
country to its knees and so we have put together a committed team with new members joining all the time. The Liberal
Democrats were runners up at the last election, but now believe we can close the gap given the Conservatives disastrous
record in Government. The strength of our organisation, changes to the constituency’s boundaries, and a hard-working
candidate, will enable us to ensure change for the better in this area.”

Mark Todd, Chair of Epsom and Ewell Labour Party stated: “I'm sorry to say that Gina Miller’s candidacy is likely to split
the opposition vote and let the Conservative MP back in. It will do more damage than good. The local party Labour is
currently forecast to win the seat at the next General Election. There is no need for her to intervene here. The local
Labour party have 500 members and 3 councillors who actually live here. Our members volunteer at the local food bank,
plant trees, are actively saving a local community centre, write the talking news, work in the local NHS and mental health
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services as well as in other local voluntary organisations. They’re out knocking doors every weekend and have been
holding advice surgeries here for decades helping the local community. Gina Miller doesn’t live here, she advertises
herself as living in London. For Gina, Epsom & Ewell is just a publicity stunt. For us, it’s our community and we’re
determined to win it from Grayling at the next election”

Chris Grayling, MP for Epsom and Ewell runs regular surgeries for constituents. The Conservative Party’s website
maybe out of date in stating: “These are currently held virtually due to the current COVID-19 restrictions (sic). If you are
a constituent and would like to arrange a 15 minute appointment, please contact the Constituency Office on 01372
271036.”

Private Public Parking Penalisers

22 January 2023

Surrey County Council have agreed a new seven year parking and traffic enforcement contract with Marston Holdings
Ltd. The contract will mean that parking and traffic enforcement will be operated in partnership between the council and
Marston, helping to achieve the council’s transport objectives.

Cabinet Member for Highways and Community Resilience, Kevin Deanus (Conservative member, Waverley Eastern
Villages) said: “The new contract will mean that Surrey County Council can more directly and consistently manage on
street parking enforcement across the county, helping to tackle inconsiderate parking and make parking restrictions more
effective. In addition the contract will allow the installation of traffic enforcement cameras on Surrey’s roads that can be
used to help reduce congestion and improve road safety.

“Through the procurement process, Marstons demonstrated an excellent understanding of our requirements and what is
needed to operate a successful and cost effective enforcement service to benefit Surrey residents.”

Marstons made a £19.8 million profit on a turnover of £255 million in year end 31st May 2021. Next accounts due to be
filed 23rd February. It lists its principal activities as: Consulting and technology; Back office processing; DVLA services;
Civil parking services; Road traffic debt recovery; Smart meter installations; and Motor vehicle recoveries. It also provides
other debt recovery and enforcement services, including: Criminal fine enforcement; council tax recovery; Civil
enforcement; and Utility sector debt recovery.

Epsom and Ewell Times has obtained the following responses from local politicians:

Mark Todd Chair of Epsom and Ewell Labour Party commented: “”This is just more outsourcing likely to lead to poorer
services with poorly paid staff exploited by private contractors on behalf of Conservative Surrey County Council. Surrey’s
long term outsourcing of road maintenance has been a disaster with its roads regularly rated as the worst, most pot-
holed in the UK. Every time we speak to Epsom & Ewell residents, the sorry state of the roads is their top concern. Labour
is committed to investing in public services so taxpayers get good value for money from a well-trained, fairly-paid council
workforce - we are strongly opposed to Council Tax being siphoned off to profits for private contractors who consistently
fail to deliver.”

Gina Miller of the True and Fair Party said: “The finer details of this contract need to be carefully examined. What we
must avoid is a private sector company being incentivised to issue tickets, inflating their profits at the expense of honest
drivers. There must also be a fair appeals process and no adoption of unsavoury debt collection processes. Without doubt
we need to see proper oversight of the contract to make sure no one is penalised unfairly.”

Helen Maguire PPC for the Liberal Democrats said “The moves by SCC to privatise and centralise parking enforcement
is just another example of the SCC’s Tory party’s attempt to concentrate power at the centre and away from working with
local communities. The moves to put revenues into private companies, divorced from the communities that the like of
EEBC serve are an affront to local democracy. Last year, the same centralising tendencies within SCC broke up the
working groups that the County Council had with its local community councils - such as Epsom & Ewell and Mole Valley -
preferring instead to silence the voice of local residents, so enabling them to get on with running the County as they see
fit - that is, with less opposition or scrutiny. Currently, Epsom & Ewell BC successfully manage parking issues through
their Contact Centre directly with the Parking Manager and his team of wardens. This self funded, not-for-profit-regime
has worked well for many years because it is operated by local people who know the area intimately and have kept our
residents and other road users safe. Now we see emerging a centralised enforcement regime, put out to private
contractors, who in our view, will put more emphasis on enforcement to increase revenues to pay shareholders, rather
than a strong but fair local system, that works directly for local interests.”

Do you have a view? Write to Epsom and Ewell Times.
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Financial literacy for young in Epsom and Ewell

22 January 2023

Citizens Advice Epsom & Ewell (CAEE) has successfully delivered the first Financial Literacy Course to Epsom &
Ewell High School (EEHS) to over 100 year 12 students. The course helps young people understand about money, loans,
credit, how to stay out of debt and even how to save.

Every year, CAEE sees many people with serious and complex debt problems. It believes prevention is better than cure so
are keen to deliver financial literacy training to as many young people as possible across the borough.

The six week course held last term was funded by Surrey County Councillors Steven McCormick and Bernie Muir
together with Alex Coley, trustee of local charity The Ruxley Foundation and funding from the Aviva Community
Fund.

Photo: James Newman, Headteacher; Marian Anghileri, Money Adviser CAEE; Cllr Alex Coley, Chair of Trustees of The
Ruxley Foundation (funder); Cllr Steve McCormick (funder); Cllr Bernie Muir (funder); Rt Hon Chris Grayling MP; Louise
Curd, Publicity & Fundraising Manager CAEE; Hilary Egan, Head of Sixth From, EEHS.

Hannah Cobbold, Assistant Headteacher of EEHS said: “This financial literacy project has not only provided the students
at EEHS the skills they need to be financially aware in the future, but also an understanding of the importance of being
financially literate. We were extremely impressed with the time and energy that Citizens Advice put in to collaborating
with the school to create a scheme of work which was student friendly and

also informative.”

A celebratory assembly was held to conclude the course where each student received a certificate and a contact card to
enable easy contact to Citizens Advice in case of future money worries.

One EEHS student said: “On behalf of the sixth form and as a student here I want to give our gratitude towards the
council for including us within this supportive pilot scheme. From this programme we’ve all been able to take
away something positive; specific to each of us which we can implement into university and many other aspects in our
future; whether that be learning about tax , loans, mortgages , credit cards; being scam aware and much more!”

“The sessions are one we’ll never forget; as we’ve all taken the first step to become our own money managers and we
know that if we ever need; no matter the severity; we can turn towards Citizens Advice. Thanks again for all your
support.”

Lisa Davis, CEO of CAEE said: “We are grateful to Epsom & Ewell High School and all the funders for enabling us to
deliver this pilot project and look forward to continuing our work with EEHS to similarly support future students. Its
success means that we can work towards securing funding to roll out this important messaging about managing finances
to other schools in the borough in order to reach as many of our young people as possible”.

Any schools or individuals interested in supporting or delivering the project can contact CAEE via its website
www.caee.org.uk

Lessons for Epsom in Mole Valley’s “shouty” Local
Plan struggle?

22 January 2023
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Mole Valley councillors have been warned developers could have “a field day” if government inspectors reject plans to
release green belt sites from the authority’s plan for homes.

[Ed: Epsom and Ewell Times is following this story as there maybe some parallels for the progress of our Local Plan expected to
be published shortly for Council consideration. (For “release” read “remove”).]

At a specially-called meeting of the district council on Monday (January 16), members unanimously voted to write to the
government inspector looking at the local plan to get an opinion on the proposals. The updates to the local plan, which
outlines the authority’s plan for new homes in the district up to 2037, are being proposed because of changes to planning
at central government level.

The changes include a consultation running until March on updating the National Planning Policy Framework.

Changes at central government level could mean lower housing targets for councils as they look at their local plans,
meaning councils may not need to release green belt sites for homes. But the move would also mean a loss in the number
of affordable homes built across the district, with officers saying around 625 affordable homes could be lost over the
duration of the plan.

A warning was also issued in the meeting of what might happen if the inspector said no to the proposed changes to the
plan, which went through an examination in public from January to October last year. Cllr David Hawksworth
(Independent, Ashtead Common) said in principle he welcomed the “brave move” but raised concerns on what might
happen if the inspector did not accept any changes as a “major modification” and the plan needed to be started again. He
said: “[There could be] a long period in which there would be a field day for developers that would be coming in and
trying to get some of the green belt sites because they’d be operating under our existing local plan.”

The green belt sites which could be released from the plan, and therefore protected from future development unless there
are very special circumstances, including land behind the Six Bells pub in Newdigate, Sondes Place Farm in Dorking and
the former sewage works in Brockham. But the sites at Tanners Meadow in Bookham and Headley Court would remain
part of the local plan because they already have planning permission granted on all or part of them.

The prospect of reopening the entire local plan again was rejected by the cabinet member for planning, Cllr Margaret
Cooksey (Lib Dem, Dorking South), who described it as a “dangerous proposition”. She rejected a call from one
Conservative councillor to resign from her post, towards the end of a meeting that was heavy with party politics but
nonetheless in which there was agreement on the final outcome.

Councillors also raised concerns about their own areas and the impact developments could have in different parts of Mole
Valley. Charlwood Councillor Lisa Scott (Green) claimed a lot of people had already moved away from the area because of
changes that were coming in the local plan, with villages such as Hookwood destined to see four green belt sites
developed under the current draft plan.

Conservative Councillor Joanna Slater (Leatherhead South) said taking the green belt sites out of the local plan would
mean half of all development would take place in the town, compared to 30 per cent under the plan currently under
consideration. She added that the impact would be “huge” and affect school places, traffic and healthcare. She added:
“You might as well rename the local plan ‘building tower blocks in Leatherhead and other projects’.

Despite a meeting in which the chair said he would have to adjourn if members did not stop “all this shouting out”, writing
to the inspector was unanimously voted through by members, who will now await her reply.

Related reports:

Crucial month for local Local Plans?

Gove gives pause for thought on Local Plans?
Local Plan Battle: early skirmishes on Downs Farm
Epsom and Ewell last in Local Planning

Local Planning Matters
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No laughing matter for Council

22 January 2023

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council has brought in a Public Space Protection Order following a consultation with
residents about psychoactive substance abuse in the Borough’s open spaces.

Image Philafrenzy CC

The Order covers psychoactive substances not otherwise fully controlled by national legislation. The most significant
example of this is currently nitrous oxide, known as laughing gas, which is typically used in the catering industry and
supplied in small metallic cannisters or larger pressurised tanks.

A Public Space Protection Order makes it an offence to use or be in possession of these types of substances on public
land. It will be in place two years initially and signs are being placed in hotspots around the Borough, including all parks,
over the coming month.

Any person who fails to comply with this order without a reasonable excuse will have their material confiscated and risk a
Fixed Penalty Notice of £100 or a fine in court of £1,000. This will be enforced by both the police and the Council’s
enforcement teams.

Councillor John Beckett, Chair of the Environment and Safe Communities Committee, said, “We have seen a
considerable increase in the use of nitrous oxide cannisters in the Borough. There are real concerns from residents about
the risks of this drug and the gateway effect to other dangerous substances. We want to alleviate the impacts of this drug
by highlighting the adverse effects and provide a safe community for all residents in Epsom & Ewell. This public space
protection order will provide powers to the police and our enforcement teams to issue fixed penalty notices in the event of
a breach. We know our residents feel strongly about this issue and we thank them for their responses to our consultation.”

If residents are concerned about the presence of psychoactive substances in the Borough, they may report them via
https://epsom-ewell.gov.uk/residents/online-forms?field form category value=Report.
This Public Space Protection Order has been made under 59 of the Anti-Social Behaviour Crime and Policing Act 2014.

The Council has already located and seized substances from persons present in the stairwell of one of its carparks and
carried out follow up work with them and their parents.

Fine struggle to keep off league floor

London Welsh 42 - Sutton & Epsom RFC 27 - Saturday 14th January. When these two sides met at Rugby Lane in October
they produced an engrossing affair that ended honours even 15-15. Sutton and Epsom arrived at the famous Old Deer
Park ground looking to build on the previous Saturday’s win against Bournemouth as they attempt to fight their way out
of the relegation zone. The Exiles fielded a much-changed team from the earlier encounter and were able this time to field
the formidable trio of Couzens, Bodinham and Cowdy.

After a feast of running rugby and eight tries London Welsh prevailed 42-27. Fortunately the torrential midday rain
abated in time for the kick off. Sutton had only two changes in their starting XV as they welcomed back Ross Parsons and
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James Caddy. London Welsh kicked off and the hosts started at full throttle forcing their way into the visitors’ 22. They
opened their account via the boot of Dafydd Manley for a 3-0 lead.

After one-way traffic for the opening ten minutes the Surrey men were awarded a penalty on their first incursion into the
Welsh half. Though the kick was near halfway Freddy Bunting strode up and thumped over what was to be the first of his
five penalties of the afternoon to level the score, 3-3. Parity did not last long. The marauding Number 8 Ben Davies passed
to the towering Ed Couzens and Rhys Howells was on hand to add the finishing touches for the first try. Dafydd Manley’s
conversion failed but London Welsh led 8-3 after fifteen minutes.

Sutton had enjoyed limited possession and precious little time in their opponent’s territory but took the lead in stunning
style. After good work by the forwards Jamie Flatley was presented with the ball and with quicksilver footwork left the
defence clutching at thin air to scamper in under the posts. Freddy Bunting did the necessary and Sutton and Epsom led
by 10-8 at the end of the first quarter.

London Welsh did not trail for long. Scrum half Adam Nixon darted down the blindside to release Sion Cowdy whose
perfectly timed pass put in Jacob Butler to restore the ODP team’s lead as Dafydd Manley added the extras for 15-10.
Another Freddy Bunting penalty reduced Sutton’s deficit to 13-15. But minutes later it was the hosts who were awarded a
penalty but they opted to kick it into the corner for the attacking line out. The pack controlled the ball and ushered
captain James Buncle over the line for his first try this campaign. Dafydd Manley failed to add to the scoreboard as the
Welsh led 20-13. Sutton and Epsom were still very much in the contest and with the prodigious Bunting adding
another penalty with half time rapidly approaching the visitors were trailing 16-20.

The gloss was rubbed off Sutton and Epsom'’s first period performance when scrum half Adam Nixon finished off an attack
he initiated with a quick tap penalty. When Dafydd Manley’s conversion sailed between the posts Mr Michael Essam blew
his whistle to end the first half with London Welsh 27-16 to the good. The Black & Whites started the second period well
playing at a high tempo with excellent work from the forwards to set up camp in the host’s 22. Despite the control and
pressure they were only able to add another Bunting penalty to trail 19-27. In their first sortie to the Sutton 22 the ODP
team consoled themselves with a Dafydd Manley penalty for 30-19. Despite this score it was the visitors who were now in
the ascendancy. The Sutton and Epsom pack hammered the Welsh defences with power and control as Ewan McTaggart
advanced to the line.

The red wall held firm and hooker Gareth Lewis stole the ball to relieve the siege. After such a superb defensive effort
London Welsh offered a lifeline to the visitors as Ben Bodinham received a yellow card. Sutton and Epsom and
Epsom replacement Lawrence Elliott made an immediate impact with a surging break as Sutton and Epsom pressed hard
to make their numerical superiority pay.

The visitors were playing their best rugby of the game but had to content themselves with another Freddy Bunting
penalty. Trailing 22-30 with 15 minutes to go and a man up Sutton and Epsom were very much back in the contest. Hope
springs eternal but misery can deflate spectators in seconds. From the restart Sutton and Epsom knocked on and from the
scrum Tom Brooker was shown a yellow card and the game continued as a 14-man contest.

To compound the problems for Sutton and Epsom the Exile’s Number 8 Ben Davies burrowed his way over from close-
range to extend London Welsh’s lead to 35-22 with ten minutes remaining. Sutton had to get the next try but that honour
went to the hosts and it was the best of their six. Sion Cowdy strode forward from halfway, chipped ahead and won the
foot race as he regathered the ball he passed to supporting full back Tom Hunt who scored. Dafydd Manley added the
conversion to make it 42-22 and end all hopes of a Sutton success.

Sutton and Epsom refused to retire meekly in the gathering gloom as the game entered time added on. Tom Brooker
returned to the contest and made an instant impact as the Rugby Lane men went in search of a consolation.
After pressure from the tireless pack had drawn the Welsh defences to their posts the ball was spun wide and a long ball
floated pass reached Tom Brooker on the wing and he scored in the corner. That was the final score in a thoroughly
entertaining contest with London Welsh earning a bonus point for a 42-27 victory. London Welsh scrum half Adam Nixon
won the Devil’s Bridge Rum Man of the Match and he had been at the heart of the action throughout. London Welsh were
worthy winners as they created more chances and secured six tries.

The kicking of Freddy Bunting kept Sutton and Epsom in the contest and if they had been more clinical they may have
gained a bonus point or two. Sutton and Epsom certainly matched the hosts for phases of the match and played some
exhilarating rugby but the try on the stroke of half time and the yellow card were critical blows from which they did
not recover. Next Saturday sees the basement battle as Rugby Lane plays host to the Wiltshire All Blacks, Royal Wootton
Bassett, who earned a very creditable bonus point at home against Havant as Sutton and Epsom toiled at ODP. Further
afield Banbury’s 17-17 draw at Brighton was another result that was not welcome for the Black & Whites.

When Sutton & Epsom ventured to Ballards Ash earlier in the campaign they lost by the narrow margin of 31-29 as RWB
celebrated their first win of the season. Sutton will need to turn the tables on Saturday and will hope a large and vocal
crowd will gather at Rugby Lane for the 2pm start to cheer on the Black & Whites.

Sutton & Epsom: Sam Hurley, Robbie Martey, Freddy Bunting, Jamie See, Kyren Ghumra, Jamie Flatley, Ross Parsons,
Tom Boaden, Alex Mount, Will Lloyd, James Caddy, Josh Glanville, Chris Farrell ©, Rob Hegarty & Tom
Brooker. Replacements: (all used) Jack Howes, Ewan McTaggart & Lawrence Elliott.

London Welsh: Tom Hunt, Sion Cowdy, Rhys Howells, Dafydd Manley, Osian McAvoy, Adam Nixon, James Buncle ©,
Gareth Lewis, Sam Johnson, Ed Couzens, Ben Bodinham, Charlie Bramble, Rohan Pixley & Ben Davies. Replacements: (all
used) Myles Keane, James Downing & Elis Staines.

Go to https://www.suttonrugby.co.uk for future fixtures.
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