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Where the thousands of new homes will  be built  in
Surrey’s smallest borough – Epsom and Ewell
“Critical” details on nearly 5,000 homes across 35 sites in Epsom and Ewell have been laid out after the borough council
submitted its planning masterplan.

The local plan will shape the future of the borough’s jobs, environmental protections, and leisure development – as well as
allocating land for new homes and much-needed infrastructure improvements, the council said.

The single largest development will be in Horton Farm, between Horton Lane and Hook Road, where more than 1,250 homes are
earmarked to be built alongside business spaces, a community building and park.

The plan will go before public examination by an independent inspector later this year for sign off.

Councillor Peter O’Donovan, chair of the licensing and planning policy committee, at Epsom and Ewell Council said “I am very
grateful to officers who have worked diligently to reach this milestone, ensuring that the local plan is assessed against the
framework to which it was developed.

“Overall, it has been a huge undertaking.”

The council has been set housing targets of about 4,700 homes with the local plan identifying a supply of 4,914.

He added: “I know that the plan will not please everyone. 

“However, I believe it is a huge step forward for our borough and our communities, and if adopted it will help ensure that all
Epsom and Ewell residents can enjoy the benefits that this strategic plan aims to deliver – whether their focus is on access to
affordable homes, leisure facilities and green space, to jobs and economic growth.”

Included in the target are 456 homes that have already been built. Green belt land will be used to provide 1,580 homes.

The council says its planning bible will create “new vibrant communities” centred on currently underdeveloped transport hubs or
development of larger sites.

It hopes these new developments will “form new communities and grow to be distinct places with their own identities.”

To support this, they will need to be “supported by appropriate investments in community and transport infrastructure to ensure
existing and new residents are supported in terms of movement, health, education and other services.”

Epsom town centre will also be redeveloped to create improved retail space. 

“It is important that the town centre continues to diversify and attract uses other than retail to the town centre to reflect the
social and economic changes that have affected demand for retail and office space and investment. 

“Developing the night-time economy is a key opportunity, with recent investment in a new cinema and the Playhouse Theatre”,
the submitted plan read.

So far 35 sites have been allocated for redevelopment. Some, such as the 455 homes and a bespoke performing arts centre for the
Laine Theatre Arts at the Southern Gas Network Site have already begun working through the planning system.

The  35  site  allocations  the  council  hopes  will   deliver  a  significant  proportion  of  the  Local  Plan’s  housing
requirement.

Southern Gas Network Site Allocated for: Approximately 455 dwellings  and a bespoke performing arts centre for the
Laine Theatre Arts

Hook Road Car Park Allocated for: Approximately 150 dwellings

Solis House, 20 Hook Road Allocated for: Approximately 20 dwellings 

Bunzl, Hook Road Allocated for: Approximately 20 dwellings

Epsom Town Hall Allocated for: Approximately 90 dwellings

Hope Lodge Car Park Allocated for: Approximately 30 dwellings 
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Former Police and Ambulance Station Sites Allocated for: Erection of a new 85 bedroom residential, nursing and
dementia care home for the frail elderly 

Epsom Clinic Allocated for: Approximately 30 dwellings

Depot Road and Upper High Street Car Park Allocated for: Approximately 100 dwellings and a decked public car park

79-85 East Street Allocated for: Approximately 35 dwellings

 Finachem House, 2 – 4 Ashley Road Allocated for: Approximately 20 dwellings 

Global House Allocated for: Approximately 75 dwellings 

Swail  House Allocated for:  Refurbishment of  Swail  House for residential  use and the provision of  replacement
purpose-built specialist accommodation for the RNIB consisting of approximately 45 dwellings (net) located to the
rear of Swail House

60 East Street Allocated for: Approximately 30 dwellings 

Corner of Kiln Lane and East Street (101b East Street) Allocated for: Approximately 5 dwellings

Land at Kiln Lane Allocated for: Approximately 40 dwellings

Hatch Furlong Nursery Allocated for: Approximately 30 dwellings 

Land to the Rear of Rowe Hall Allocated for: Extra Care Accommodation comprising 96 self-contained apartments,
staff and communal facilities

7 Station Approach Allocated for: Approximately 5 dwellings 

Esso Express, 26 Reigate Road Allocated for: Approximately 10 dwellings

Richards Field Car Park Allocated for: Approximately 7 dwellings

Etwelle House, Station Road Allocated for: Approximately 20 dwellings 

140-142 Ruxley Lane Allocated for: Approximately 12 dwellings

Garages at Somerset Close & Westmorland Close Allocated for: Approximately 6 dwellings

64 South Street Epsom Allocated for: Approximately 6 dwellings

35 Alexandra Road Allocated for: Approximately 8 dwellings

22-24 Dorking Road Allocated for: Approximately 18 dwellings

63 Dorking Road Allocated for: Specialist Care Home with ancillary nurses accommodation (equivalent to 6 dwellings)

65 London Road Allocated for: Care home up to 81 bedrooms

Epsom General Hospital Allocated for: Approximately 305 units older people’s accommodation (Use Class C2), 24 key
worker dwellings and a children’s nursery 

Land at West Park Hospital (South) Allocated for: Approximately 50 dwellings 

Land at West Park Hospital (North) Allocated for: Approximately 150 dwellings 

Land at Chantilly Way Allocated for: Approximately 30 dwellings

Hook Road Arena Allocated for: New Sports Hub for the borough to include playing pitches (grass and artificial), a
new pavilion and changing facilities. The provision of approximately 100 dwellings on the eastern part of the site

Land at Horton Farm Allocated for: Approximately 1,250 dwellings including some specialist housing and self-build
plots,  10  gypsy  and  traveller  pitches,  business  incubation  space,  community  building  and  a  public  park  of
approximately 7ha in addition to other green and blue infrastructure.
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Related reports:

Epsom and Ewell Local Plan Submitted for Examination

The Local Plan plot thickens after revised NPPF

Council minority vote Local Plan to next stage with Green Belt in

Epsom and Ewell’s Draft Local Plan goes to Full Council

and many more….. search “Local Pan”

Local  Government  Reorganisation  in  Surrey:  Key
Proposals
The leaders  of  all  12 Surrey councils  have reached an agreement  on the fundamental  principles  for  an interim proposal
concerning local government reorganisation (LGR) within the county. The proposal, which follows a government directive issued
in February, outlines the potential restructuring of Surrey’s local government into either two or three unitary authorities.

Dividing Surrey: Two or Three Unitaries?
While Surrey County Council has advocated for the creation of two unitary councils, the majority of the district and borough
councils favour a three-unitary model. The proposal has now been submitted to the government, which will decide whether to
pursue one of these options further before a final business case is due in May. A government decision on the restructuring is
anticipated in the autumn.

Tim Oliver, Leader of Surrey County Council, expressed his confidence in the two-unitary approach, stating:

“I am clear that two unitary councils would bring the most benefits for Surrey’s residents. It would create a simpler model of local
government that is more efficient, offers better value for money and improved outcomes for all.”

He also highlighted the potential for devolution under this model, allowing for the election of a mayor who could secure additional
powers and funding for Surrey.

However, the vast majority of district and borough councils, including Epsom and Ewell Borough Council, have shown strong
support for a three-unitary model. Hannah Dalton, Chair of Surrey Leaders Group and Leader of the Residents Association ruling
group in Epsom and Ewell Borough Council, remarked:

“The leaders of Surrey’s councils have been meeting weekly to discuss how local government will be structured here in Surrey.
Later today, district and borough councils will  publish a report outlining potential options on what form local government
reorganisation may take, which will include scenarios for two and three unitary councils. The vast majority of the 11 districts and
boroughs are supporting three unitaries.”

Dalton emphasised the importance of securing the best possible outcome for Surrey’s residents, reaffirming the commitment of
local councils to work collaboratively in developing the final proposal.

Financial and Structural Implications
The recently released Interim Plan – Part B  provides a high-level analysis of the advantages and disadvantages of each
proposal.

Two Unitary Councils:

Would create larger, more financially sustainable authorities (populations between 500,000 and 600,000 each).

Would align with government criteria for devolution and financial sustainability.

Risks include potential disruption in service delivery and the challenge of balancing financial stability between the
two authorities.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-local-plan-submitted-for-examination
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Three Unitary Councils:

Would offer more localised governance, aligning with existing borough and district identities.

Could weaken financial resilience due to smaller council tax bases and greater complexity in disaggregating existing
services.

Risks include higher long-term costs and potential for economic disparity between wealthier and less affluent areas.

According to the financial appraisal, the three-unitary option is expected to be the most expensive to implement and least likely to
meet government criteria for financial sustainability.

Next Steps and Government Decision
The submission of the interim proposals on 21st March marks the first step in the government’s review process. Local councils
across Surrey are set to hold Extraordinary Council Meetings in the coming weeks to discuss and note the submission.

A full business case is required by 9th May, and consultations with residents, businesses, and stakeholders will continue in the
interim period. Surrey’s final decision will ultimately rest with central government, which is expected to announce its verdict in
the autumn.

The coming months will determine whether the vision of two or three unitary authorities prevails and what the reorganisation will
mean for local governance, service delivery, and financial sustainability across Surrey.

Stay updated with the Epsom and Ewell Times for ongoing coverage of the local government reorganisation process.

Related reports:

Could Woking’s debt be shared by you after reorganisation?

An independent view on Epsom and Ewell Council’s future

Local Labour view on Epsom and Ewell Council’s future

Local LibDem view on Epsom and Ewell Council’s future

Epsom  and  Ewell  Local  Plan  Submitted  for
Examination
Residents Encouraged to Stay Engaged and Make Representations

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council has officially submitted the Epsom and Ewell Local Plan (2022-2040) to the Secretary of State
for Housing, Communities and Local Government for independent examination. This significant step, taken on 10 March 2025,
means that an Inspector will now be appointed by the Government to assess whether the Plan meets legal compliance and
soundness criteria under the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2023.

The Local Plan, which will shape the development of the borough for the next 15 years, has already undergone public consultation
between 20 December 2024 and 5 February 2025 as part of the Regulation 19 Proposed Submission process. The appointed
Inspector will consider the representations made during this period as part of the examination.

What Happens Next?
A Programme Officer, Charlotte Glancy, has been appointed to facilitate the examination process. Independent of the Council, she
will manage all procedural and administrative matters, acting as the point of contact between the Inspector, Council officers, and
those who submitted representations.

Anyone who requested to appear at the examination hearings will be contacted by the Programme Officer in due course regarding
the issues the Inspector wishes to explore further and the relevant hearing dates.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/could-wokings-debt-be-shared-by-you-after-reorganisation
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/an-independent-view-on-epsom-and-ewell-councils-future
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How to Access the Local Plan Documents
Residents who wish to review the submitted Local Plan and supporting documents can access them online at the Council’s Local
Plan Examination webpage: https://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/localplanexamination.

Hard copies of key documents are available for public inspection at the following locations:

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council Offices (Town Hall, The Parade, Epsom, KT18 5BY) – Monday to Friday, 9am to
5pm

Epsom Library (6 Epsom Square, KT19 8AG) – Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 9.30am-5.30pm; Tuesday, Thursday:
9.30am-7pm; Saturday: 9.30am-5pm

Ewell Library (Bourne Hall, Spring Street, KT17 1UF) – Tuesday to Saturday, 9.30am-5pm

Ewell Court Community Library (Ewell Court House, Lakehurst Road, KT19 0EB) – Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday:
10am-5pm; Saturday: 10am-4pm

Stoneleigh  Community  Library  (1  Stoneleigh  Broadway,  KT17  2JA)  –  Monday,  Tuesday,  Friday:  10am-1pm,
2pm-5pm; Thursday: 10am-1pm; Saturday: 10am-4pm

Residents should check the library opening times before attending, as they may be subject to change. For enquiries about library
access, contact Surrey County Council at 03456 009 009.

Making Representations and Further Enquiries
Those with queries regarding the Local Plan examination process should direct them to Programme Officer Charlotte Glancy:

Email: bankssolutionsuk@gmail.com

Telephone: 01903 776601 / 07519 628064

Postal Address: C/O Banks Solutions, 80 Lavinia Way, East Preston, West Sussex, BN16 1DD

For general information on the Local Plan, residents can contact the Planning Policy Team at Epsom and Ewell Borough Council:

Email: localplan@epsom-ewell.gov.uk

Telephone: 01372 732000

This is a crucial stage in the Local Plan’s development, and residents who have previously submitted comments or have an
interest in the borough’s future planning policies are encouraged to stay informed and involved in the process. The examination
will determine the Plan’s suitability in guiding local development, housing, infrastructure, and environmental policies up to 2040.

Related reports:

The Local Plan plot thickens after revised NPPF

Council minority vote Local Plan to next stage with Green Belt in

Epsom and Ewell’s Draft Local Plan goes to Full Council

and many more….. search “Local Pan”

Epsom and Ewell’s Record-Breaking Poppy Appeal
The Royal British Legion’s Epsom and Ewell branch has once again demonstrated the remarkable generosity of the local
community, raising a record-breaking total of £79,366.99  during the 2024 Poppy Appeal. This astounding figure, collected
throughout the borough in November, marks an increase of £16,000 from the previous year—an incredible achievement as
collectors and supporters returned in full force after the pandemic.

https://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/localplanexamination
mailto:bankssolutionsuk@gmail.com
mailto:localplan@epsom-ewell.gov.uk
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Poppy Appeal Organiser Amy Johnson, alongside her dedicated deputies, coordinated an army of volunteers, young and old, who
braved the  autumn chill  to  collect  donations  across  the  Ashley Centre,  Sainsbury’s  Kiln Lane,  local  schools,  shops,
businesses, and various poppy stands  throughout Epsom and Ewell.  The generosity of local residents ensured that the
borough, known for its strong community spirit, once again surpassed expectations.

A special note of thanks goes to the Ashley Centre and Sainsbury’s Kiln Lane management teams, whose continued support
provided vital collection points for this year’s appeal.

Reflecting on the significance of the funds raised, Barb Warwick, Chair of RBL Epsom and Ewell, stated:

“As we sadly say farewell to the last of our WWII service men and women, our mission now is to ensure that the new generation of
Armed Forces personnel and their families receive the support they need, no matter where or when they serve. We are secure in
the knowledge that Epsom and Ewell, the smallest borough with the biggest heart, will rise to this challenge.”

The Royal British Legion continues its vital work providing welfare and support to serving and former members of the Armed
Forces and their families. Anyone in need of assistance, whether they have served in the past or are currently in the Armed
Forces, is encouraged to reach out to barb.warwick@virginmedia.com for confidential support and guidance.

With the borough’s unwavering dedication, Epsom and Ewell have once again shown their commitment to remembering and
supporting those who have served. Lest we forget.

Golf course housing tees off Green Belt preservers
Over 200 homes will be built on a golf course in an “epoch making moment” for Surrey’s green belt. Elmbridge Borough Council’s
planning committee approved developer Claudel Venture Holdings Ltd’s vision for the 43 hectare site in Hersham on Wednesday,
March 11. 

The former 18-hole golf course off Assher Road will be transformed into a mix of 57 houses and 164 apartments with 246 parking
spaces. Half of the homes will be affordable including social and affordable rent as well as shared ownership. 

As well as the 221 homes, the plans feature a GP surgery, café, play areas and a natural green space in the form of a country
park. 

Debates around the proposal centred on whether the golf club was previously developed grey belt land or not. “It is almost an
epoch-making moment,” said Councillor John O’Reilly. “It is probably the first major application where the green belt will be so
compromised.” 

Green belt land keeps countryside spaces free from development and stops the urban sprawl of towns merging together. Building
on the green belt is only allowed when special circumstances can be demonstrated. But planning officers found the scheme would
not undermine the openness of the green belt.

Michel Phillips,  a professional adviser speaking against the scheme for the objectors,  called it  a “fallacy” the golf  club is
developed land as it was recognised as green belt land in a 2016 review. He told the committee: “There is no policy for Elmbridge
to slice and dice the greenbelt to please development objectives.

“You have all been elected on a promise to protect the greenbelt. [The residents’] plea to you is to honour your commitment to
Elmbridge citizens.,

The decision was made despite over 800 objections (some from the same address) were sent against the plans, criticising the loss
of countryside views for the neighbours and invasion of privacy. 

Doubts  were  cast  over  whether  a  GP  surgery  would  want  to  move  into  the  proposed  medical  building.  The  developer
acknowledged that it cannot ‘force’ the NHS to set up a new surgery on the site. Instead Claudel Venture Holdings said it would
add another ten affordable units , in the shape of one and two-bedroom homes, and contribute £150,000 towards the NHS. 

Speaking for the applicant, Mr Edwards said: “The planning inspector concluded that the need for affordable housing is acute and
ever worsening and exceeds the council’s assessment that 296 affordable homes need to be built annually.” He told the committee
that the proposed affordable homes are “important as Elmbridge is one of the most expensive boroughs in the country”. 

Ward councillor for Hersham Village, Cllr Wendy Gibbs said the affordable housing on the development “doesn’t go far enough”
to provide much-needed three-bedroom homes. She slammed the developer for not flats not being inclusive enough with lifts and

mailto:barb.warwick@virginmedia.com
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areas for prams. Some councillors raised concerns whether housing associations would take up new affordable properties. 

Although Cllr Judy Sarsby said she disliked the “overbearing building”, she acknowledged there are 2,500 families currently on a
housing waiting list and a hundred families which are homeless. Members from either side of the political spectrum, from
Conservative to Liberal Democrats agreed the proposed housing development was in a useful location near the station and would
provide social and economic benefits in the area. 

Currently private land, only golfers and those using the public footpath to the River Mole are allowed to access the green. But the
applicant has proposed a green space of 21.8 hectares as part of the development to help mitigate the new homes on the former
golf course. 

Residents complained the site floods every year from rain and stressed the flood waters could be redirected to the surrounding
homes. To combat the flood risk, the applicant is proposing to raise the level of the land meant for residential development to deal
with the water run off. 

Transport improvements include new footpaths, bus stops and a signal crossing on Molesey Road is also part of the development.
Around £110k is being put towards Hersham station for rail improvements. But some councillors said the money “won’t touch the
sides” of what is needed and that the station is from a “bygone” era.

Artist\’s impression of proposed Hersham golf club development. (Credit: Claudel Venture Holdings Ltd / Elmbridge Borough
Council planning documents)

Leatherhead to get new cinema and bowling alley?
A new cinema or bowling alley could “breathe new life” into Leatherhead as part of major regeneration plans aimed at “reversing
the trend of brands leaving the town”. Plans for the high street, Swan Centre and Bull Hill will be put on display this week with
people invited to have their say on the proposals that will be among the biggest changes to the town in years. Mole Valley District
Council and Kier Property are working together on the project and have said they were “excited to share” the new layouts that
feature “significant updates” based on feedback from 2024.

A spokesperson for the project said: “The proposals… aim to breathe new life into the Swan Centre and Leatherhead High Street.
This will be through investment in upgrades to the look and feel of the centre. We are also proposing to open up the main
entrance  to  provide  specific  units  to  bring  exciting  and  quality  chains  and  independent  restaurants  and  operators  to
Leatherhead.” The new layout will also include what is being described as a ‘cultural building’ on the first floor ‘to potentially
include a cinema, bowling, activity centre to provide a great new entertainment offering in the town centre.

They added: “This investment will  be a catalyst to improve the quality and variety of  offer in both the Swan Centre and
Leatherhead High Street, reversing the trend of brands leaving the town and shop closures.” To take the development further, the
council and Kier Property – working together as a joint venture called The Leret Partnership, is calling on residents to give their
views on the updated proposals.

Among the updates and refinements are an increase in public green space and new building layout in Bull Hill with two drop-in
sessions being held this week to give people the opportunity to take a closer look. Both sessions will take place in the former
Clinton Cards site within the Swan Centre. The first will run from 2pm to 8pm on Thursday, March 13, with the second taking
place on Saturday, March 15 from 10am to 4pm. They are also being hosted on the Leret Partnership’s website.

Image: Swan Centre Proposal from the Leret Partnership (MVDC)

Related reports:

River Mole to attract visitors to Leatherhead?

Leatherhead town on the way up?
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Jane Wilson-Howarth visits her Epsom alma mater
North East Surrey College of Technology (Nescot) welcomed Jane Wilson-Howarth, world renowned physician, author, zoologist
and an authority on travel health to the college yesterday. Jane inspired and motivated our learners with two very special talks
about her journey as a published writer, and her love for animals in her fascinating encounters with the wildlife in Madagascar. 

Jane studied at the college in the early 1970s when it was known as Ewell Technical College, completing her Ordinary National
Diploma in Sciences. She was delighted to return to her alma mater, now known as Nescot.

Jane’s first talk reflected on her career as an author and her time at the college. She spoke about how a letter-writing habit in
childhood helped her writing abilities. She explained to students that writing is an essential and useful skill and emphasised the
importance of finding your passion, “It doesn’t matter what it is, if you’re passionate about something, it will come across in your
writing”, said Jane.

For her second talk, Jane spoke about her travels in Madagascar and her fascination and love for the wonderful wildlife on the
island especially the lemurs. Our Animal Care students, some of whom have been to Madagascar on a college trip last year were
fascinated to hear her experiences and reflections – including being bitten by a scorpion.

Jane was also given a tour of the college including the Learning Resources Centre (LRC) that featured an eye-catching and
creative display of her fiction and non-fiction books, a selection of photographs from her travels and various newspaper articles.
Students are able to borrow and browse Jane’s books from the LRC. At the end of her visit, Jane was delighted to be awarded with
the Nescot Honorary Fellowship by Principal and CEO, Julie Kapsalis.

Julie Kapsalis, Principal and CEO said, “It’s been an absolute pleasure to welcome Jane back to her old college as one of our most
illustrious alumni. A big thank you to Jane for sharing her extraordinary career as a writer and zoologist with our students and
staff.

“It’s a privilege to award Jane with an Honorary Fellowship. We introduced the award in 2023 for the college’s 70th anniversary to
recognise excellence of former students and members of the local community. It is the highest accolade the college can bestow.”

Speaking about her visit, Jane said, “It’s a real pleasure to come back to Nescot. I was here from 1970 to 1972 and had a really
good science education at the college and that gave me the confidence I needed. It’s been so wonderful meeting and speaking
with students today. I was so touched by the time and effort that went into creating the wonderful display of my published work in
the college’s Learning Resources Centre and the beautiful drawing I received of a leaf tailed Gecko by one of the students. I was
especially thrilled to receive an Honorary Fellowship from Nescot. Thank you to everyone at the college for making me feel so
welcome and for such a memorable day.”

Image: Jane-W-H-Nescot-Honorary-Fellowship-Award-and-Julie-Kapsalis-Principal-and-CEO

Epsom Runner’s Tribute to Sister Raises Over £22,000
for Epilepsy Charity
An Epsom man has completed an extraordinary fundraising challenge in memory of his sister, raising more than £22,000 for
national charity Epilepsy Action.

Barry Ahearn, from Epsom, ran 27 half-marathons over the past year to honour his sister, Abbie, who tragically passed away in
September 2023 following a severe epileptic seizure. Barry’s challenge was deeply symbolic—each half-marathon representing
one minute of the 27 minutes his sister’s brain was without oxygen while paramedics fought to save her life.

His final run took place on Saturday, 8th March, in Battersea Park, where he was joined by 40 fellow runners and 150
supporters, including family, friends, and representatives from Epilepsy Action.

A Challenge Driven by Love and Loss
Reflecting on the challenge, Barry said:

“Losing Abbie has been the hardest thing I’ve ever experienced. She was kind, compassionate, and full of life. Every day since she

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/jane-wilson-howarth-visits-her-epsom-alma-mater
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passed, I’ve felt emotional pain—so I decided to match it with physical pain and push myself to do something in her memory.”

Abbie was just three months away from her 30th birthday when she suffered a fatal seizure. Having been diagnosed with
epilepsy only six weeks earlier, her death came as a devastating shock to her loved ones.

Barry’s journey has taken him across the UK, completing half-marathons in London, Carsington Water, and even at his local
park, where he ran up and down a single path 55 times to complete the 21km distance. Some runs were part of organised
events, while others were solo challenges that tested his mental and physical endurance.

Community Spirit and Support
Throughout his challenge, Barry was supported by his wife Naomi, who not only cheered him on at every race but also ran parts
of the final half-marathon with him.

“Seeing my best friends, family, and their children cheering me on has been so special. The solo runs were tough emotionally, but
I knew I had people behind me every step of the way.”

His efforts have not only raised funds but also heightened awareness of epilepsy, a condition that affects over 600,000
people in the UK, with three people dying from epilepsy-related causes every day.

An Impact Beyond Fundraising
Barry’s campaign has been hailed as a remarkable achievement by Epilepsy Action’s Director of Fundraising, Philippa
Cartwright, who praised his determination and resilience:

“Barry’s efforts are truly inspiring. The funds he and his team have raised will help support vital services, from Talk & Support
groups to our helpline, ensuring people with epilepsy get the help they need.”

Barry hopes that his sister’s story will encourage more people to learn about the risks associated with epilepsy and push for
better awareness and research.

“When I started this challenge, I wanted to raise awareness and funds. I can’t measure the full impact it’s had, but if this helps
save even one life, it will have been worth it.”

How to Support the Cause
Barry’s fundraising page remains open for donations to Epilepsy Action, which continues to campaign for better services and
support for those affected by epilepsy.

To contribute to Barry’s campaign, visit: JustGiving – Barry Ahearn’s Fundraiser

For more information on epilepsy and support services, visit www.epilepsy.org.uk or call the Epilepsy Action helpline on
0808 800 5050.

Dorking’s Green Gap narrowing
Homes will be built on the former green belt gateway into Dorking – forever changing the character of the picturesque town.

Plans to turn more than eight hectares on the edge of the Surrey Hills into housing were approved on appeal in 2023 but details
of what it would look like were only given the go-ahead last week. The decision was made despite many at the Wednesday, March
5, meeting airing concerns over traffic on the “poor” A25 and the impact of school coaches being pushed into the town’s one-way
system. Councillors were hamstrung in their efforts to mitigate against the impact of the added traffic following the appeal ruling
and could only vote on the plan’s layout.

Developers Taylor Wimpey, however, said the scheme, which would include 72 affordable homes, was an “exciting scheme for
Dorking.” Speaking on behalf of the application was James Newton. He said the proposals bring “much-needed homes for the
district” with “77 per cent of the mix being one to three-bedroom properties.” He added: “The affordable tenures include social
and affordable rent, shared ownership and first homes and the mix has been agreed with the housing services team. The design
has been amended over time with input from heritage officers… and takes cues from the Dorking vernacular and the wider area.”
Homes, he said, will be sustainable with air source pumps and solar panels while the project as a whole would bring in more than

https://chatgpt.com/c/67d2875b-f2e8-8005-8e32-6e113c505001#
http://www.epilepsy.org.uk/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/dorkings-green-gap-narrowing


Current

ISSN 2753-2771

Page 10
© 2021-2025. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.

Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY

£3million into Mole Valley District Council through community infrastructure payments. He finished: “This will be an exciting
scheme for Dorking.”

The L-shaped site will take up two fields west of Dorking. The land was originally in the green belt when the decision to allow the
homes was granted on appeal. Since then, it has been put into Mole Valley District Council’s local plan as a site designated for
development. As well as the 144 homes, there will also be parking for ​​The Priory Secondary School, including staff and coaches.
Officers told the meeting they were happy with the project and that it would not harm the character of the area – with red tiling
used to help it blend in with existing homes in the town.

Speaking against the plan was Nicholas Tinker, who highlighted the 60 letters of objection. He said: “144 dwellings will create, at
least, 144 additional vehicles. More realistically, double that figure, most people leave for work at the same time every morning.
The congestion on the Westcott Road and around town will be totally unacceptable.” Air quality, he said, would degenerate and
reach dangerous levels for schoolchildren, with the coach drop-off point creating a particular problem and forcing them to use the
one-way system. He said: “It’s going to be absolute chaos.”

Cllr  Abhiram Magesh (Liberal  Democrat;  Mickleham,  Westcott  and Okewood)  said:  “I’m generally  pro-affordable  housing.
Housing means more people, more people means more council tax for front-line services, more customers for local business,
however, I’m quite torn on this particular development because I do feel it’s lacking in a number of ways. We’ve discussed quite
adequately in the past that the highways assessment is quite lacking. We all know the trouble on the A25 – especially at peak
time. I’m frankly torn about this because its layout is effectively a cul-de-sac which I think is generally quite poor planning
strategy. So while I laud the affordable housing commitment, I’m extremely worried for a lot of my constituents in Westcott and
Abinger who have to essentially travel every single day to get any form of amenity in Dorking. The A25 is of a poor quality as it is
right now, so I’m not sure how at minimum 144 extra cars – how the road is going to be able to handle that.”

The designs and layout were approved by eight votes in favour, with two against and three abstentions.

Taylor Wimpey plans for 144 homes outside Dorking (image Taylor Wimpey/ Mole Valley Planning Portal)

Local Choral group tackles global disruption
In a world of disruption and disharmony, Ashtead Choral Society provided something of an antidote in our concert Harmonies of
Humanity on 8 March at St Martin’s Church in Epsom. More than a concert, this was an explosive and educational exploration of
rhythms and harmonies from around the world.

Our audience may have felt nothing much had changed as we kicked off in traditional mode with 16th-century harmonies—but
from a composer based in Mexico. Five magnificent and rarely heard pieces by the French composer Lili Boulanger combined
French expressionism with exoticism and mysticism from the first female winner of the Prix de Rome composition. This begged
the questions: what might have been?—from a composer who died at 24—and what would she have made of International
Women’s Day, which coincided with this concert?

We were delighted to be joined by the Percussion Ensemble of London, who treated our audience to an introduction to the
‘kitchen department’ with demonstrations of tuned and untuned percussion instruments. Who knew that, if hit too many times,
the gong-like tam-tam would likely break the church windows?

The second half saw all these forces come together under musical director Dr Andrew Storey with the late David Fanshawe’s
African Sanctus. Choir, percussion ensemble, lyric soprano soloist Madeleine Holmes, and pianist Steve Ridge wove in with
recordings of music captured by the composer in the 1960s along the Nile River (masterminded from the sound desk by our own
Chris Turner). The composer’s intent was to celebrate one people under music, and African Sanctus was something to behold
aurally and optically. I hope we provided some hope for and refuge from the unstable and volatile world that our audience
returned to at the end of the evening.

We were delighted to receive a letter from David Fanshawe’s wife, noting that he had studied under Boulanger’s sister and knew
the composer of the Gospel Gloria, Dillo Dilworth, which we performed twice—once as an encore. We were also delighted that so
many of our audience took time to say how much they enjoyed a different approach to the traditional concert format, which
included short talks and percussion demonstrations. And we were thrilled that a few audience members liked the evening so
much they enquired about joining the choir.

With that in mind, we are recruiting new singers of all voice parts as we grow from a current 100 members to 120. We welcome
those keen to join a choir that performs the big choral works with professional orchestras and top soloists.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/choral-group-tackle-global-disruption
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If you are interested in joining, do come along to our free event on the morning of 22 March in Ashtead to experience singing with
us and discover the work we will be tackling at our concert on 24 May: Dvořák’s Stabat Mater.

www.ashteadchoralsociety.org

Vincent Desmond, Chair
Ashtead Choral Society

http://www.ashteadchoralsociety.org/

