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Nork By-election Results

The only vote held in Surrey saw the Residents Association hold the Nork and Tattenhams by-election, while Reform UK moved up
to second place after securing more votes than the Conservatives, Labour and Lib Dems combined.

The May 1 poll took despite elections being cancelled across the county so council staff could work on devolution plans to merge
Surrey and its boroughs and districts - making this the only meaningful snapshot of the electorate to take place.

The seat became available after the former leader of the residents association, Nick Harrison, decided to call time on the council.
He had represented the area for 20 years having first been elected to represent Nork and Tattenhams in 2005.

Taking his place will be fellow residents association member Peter Harp who secured a resounding majority of 54 per cent after
receiving 2,084 votes when ballots were counted on Friday May 2.

Cllr Harp was already a serving member for Reigate and Banstead Council on a platform of believing in the importance of the
environment as well as, preserving and enhancing Nork.

Reform UK’s Elizabeth Cooper was the runner up after 902 people put a cross next to her name - enough for a 23 per cent share
of the vote.

Rounding out the rest of the results were Pamela Freeman of the Conservatives with 515.
Esme Wright of Labour on 167, Mike Robinson, Liberal Democrats, 106, and Alistair Morten, The Green Party, 93.
In all there were 3,867 votes cast for a 32 per cent turnout.

The result does not change the political balance of Surrey County Council which remains under Conservative control with 44
councillors. The Liberal Democrats, and Resident Associations each have 16 councillors, with two Labour, two Green, and one
non-aligned independent making up the opposition.

Results in full

= Peter Harp Nork and Tattenhams Residents’ Association 2084 54% Elected

Elizabeth Cooper Reform UK 902 23% Not elected

Pamela Freeman Conservative 515 13% Not elected

Esme Wright Labour 167 4% Not elected

Mike Robinson Liberal Democrats 106 3% Not elected

Alistair Morten The Green Party 93 2% Not elected

ENDS

Coroner rules on child’s death

Neglect at a Surrey children’s care home contributed to the tragic death of a 12-year-old girl, a coroner has found. Raihana
Awolaja sadly died of natural causes contributed by neglect on June 1, 2023 at Tadworth Court care home.

Staff at a Surrey care home failed to give the 24-hour, one-to-one support Raihana needed because of her extensive health issues,
according to the legal firm representing the family, Leigh Day.

Mike Thiedke, Chief Executive of The Children’s Trust, said: “We unreservedly apologise to Raihana’s family for these failings [...]
Raihana’s death has had a profound effect on the way we deliver care and work with families today at The Children’s Trust.”

Born prematurely at 27 weeks as a twin, Raihana was left with complex disabilities including being non-verbal and dependent on
breathing through a tube in her neck. Raihana needed round the clock, one-to-one supervision to ensure her breathing tube did
not get blocked, Leigh Day said.

But the coroner Professor Fiona Wilcox concluded there was confusion around the meaning of ‘one-to-one’ care between Croydon
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Council and The Children’s Trust.

The inquest heard the care home did not have enough staff available to consistently cover patients one-to-one. They were told
individual staff members were regularly left caring for at least two patients at a time during staffing breaks and twice daily shift
handovers.

Prof Wilcox criticised the nursing staff involved, as she found it was likely had Raihana been properly observed, the deterioration
in her condition would have been identified and her life saved.

Raihana was a looked-after child under the council’s care due to her extensive needs. In 2022, she was placed by Croydon Council
at Tadworth Court in Surrey, a care home operated by The Children’s Trust.

Raihana’s mother, Latifat Kehinde Solomon, had serious concerns about her daughter’s care at The Children’s Trust, the inquest
heard. Ms Soloman claimed she had repeatedly found Raihana without one-to-one care during her visits.

Ms Soloman said she flagged this potentially dangerous situation several times with Children’s Trust staff and Croydon Council.
Despite her concerns, she said nobody did anything.

Nandi Jordan, who represented Raihana’s family during the hearing, said it is “rare” for a coroner to find neglect in an inquest for
medical treatment. She said the conclusion reflects that Raihana’s death was “an avoidable tragedy” and there were “substantial
failures by multiple professionals and agencies involved in her care”.

Records show, on the evening of Monday, May 29, 2023, the nurse responsible for Raihana started her shift and checked the 12-
year-old’s chart. The inquest heard that despite Raihana appearing more tired than usual the nurse chose not to monitor her
oxygen levels. Instead, the nurse left and went to another building to complete some admin work.

The nurse asked a colleague to observe Raihana but no one seemed available, so she was actually left on her own. Records show
when the nurse returned from her admin task, she found Raihana in cardiac arrest, a Leigh Day spokesperson said.

Staff performed CPR and called an ambulance. The court heard that paramedics were told Raihana had been left unattended for
15 minutes. Raihana was taken to St George’s Hospital, in Tooting, London. But sadly, three days later, she died.

The Chief Executive of The Children’s Trust, said: “Raihana was not being observed to the standard that the organisation would
expect in the period immediately before she was found unresponsive on the evening of 29 May 2023.

“Following this heartbreaking experience, we have increased frontline staffing levels and changed how we monitor and observe
children and young people in partnership with our regulators and the wider health care system.

“On behalf of The Children’s Trust, we express our most heartfelt condolences to Raihana’s family and acknowledge how difficult
the inquest must have been.”

Ms Jordan, from Leigh Day said: “It is too late for Raihana, but we can only hope that the findings of this inquest act as a vehicle
for much needed change with the agencies involved; firstly, to take carers’ concerns seriously when they advocate for their loved
ones, and secondly, to ensure the care they are providing is safe for seriously disabled people who may not be able to advocate for
themselves.”

A spokesperson for Croydon Council said: “Our first thoughts are with Raihana’s family, and we want to express our deepest
condolences for their devastating loss.

“Raihana was placed at The Children’s Trust so she could receive 24-hour care for her complex needs and we worked to ensure
Raihana’s mother was included in reviews, her voice was heard and any concerns addressed.

“Despite this, and the assurances we received from the Trust, it is clear that the care they provided fell below our expectations.
Following internal reviews, the Trust have changed their processes around staffing and one-to-one care and we will continue to
work with them to ensure that lessons have been learned from this tragedy.”

EV chargepoints in the South East grow by 29% in a
year

= Over 2,000 public chargepoints added to the South East charging network since April 2024
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= There are now more than 9,200 public chargers in the region, helping EV drivers in the South East get around with
the confidence and peace of mind they're always close to a socket

= Government investing over £2.3bn to back British carmakers, power growth and protect jobs as part of the Plan for
Change

Commenting on the stats, Future of Roads Minister Lilian Greenwood said:

“We want to make sure that drivers in the South East are always close to an electric vehicle charging device. That’s’ why it’s
great to see the number of public charging devices in the region growing by 29% since April last year, taking us to more than
9,200 public charging devices in the South East.

“We're investing £2.3 billion to help drivers switch to electric vehicles while putting money in the pockets of hardworking people
by protecting jobs and backing British carmakers as part of the Plan for Change.”

There’s never been a better time to switch to EVs:
= Drivers can save up to £1,100 a year if they mostly charge at home compared to petrol.
= You can also run an EV for as little as 2p per mile if you charge at home.
= Half of used electric cars under £20,000 and 29 brand new electric cars RRP under £30,000

= The average range of a new EV is 290 miles - that’s about 2 weeks driving for most people, or from London to
Newcastle.

= Data suggests you should expect your EV to last as long as an internal combustion engine car.

= Getting EVs repaired is getting easier with the increasing number of skilled technicians available.

= Typically an EV emits just 1/3 of the harmful greenhouse gases of a petrol car during its lifetime.

= 24/7 helplines, contactless payments, up-to-date chargepoint locations make charging easier than ever.

= All data from Office of Zero Emission Vehicles, Charge UK, Autotrader and SMMT.

Department of Transport

Devolution plans for Surrey

Surrey County Council has set out how and why it wants merge with the 11 boroughs and districts to create two mega authorities
as the deadline to submit local government reorganisation plans approaches.

The county council believes the best way forward is to split Surrey into eastern and western divisions.

On one side would be Woking, Spelthorne, Runnymede, Surrey Heath, Waverley and Guildford the other with Elmbridge, Mole
Valley, Epsom & Ewell, Reigate & Banstead, and Tandridge.

The two new mega councils would have an overarching mayor responsible for, among other things, policing and fire services.

If the plans do go ahead, elections for the new shadow unitary councils would likely be held in May 2026, and a mayoral election
most likely in 2027.

The county council argues its plan would “help ensure the future of local government in Surrey” was “cost effective, simplified
and strengthened” while “unlocking further devolution for the county”.

It would, by their own figures, create the single largest combine authority ranked by gross domestic product per capita. Surrey
County Council favours sticking to current boundaries because this would help unify public services, many of which are already
shared.

It has rejected the idea of creating a single merged body despite it financially being the most beneficial.
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Not only that, but forming a single mega council also comes with the “least amount of risk to vital social care services currently
delivered countywide”, according to papers published ahead of the May 7 meeting.

The council has dismissed this because it would miss out on any devolved powers from central government given when two or
more top tier authorities join forces. Instead, it is looking at what it calls the “two unitary model”.

Surrey County Council said this would be “the right size to achieve efficiencies, have better alignment between key areas of
service expenditure and funding and therefore better able to withstand financial shocks, as well as better prioritise the delivery of
high quality sustainable public services.”

Splitting into three, it suggests, “offers less financial resilience when needing to manage key areas of demand, in particular social
care.”

Smaller authorities are less able to absorb the inherited debt, are likely to spend a greater proportion of revenue on debt
servicing costs, and have less agility to redeploy resources in response to growing service demands, the council continued.

There would also be higher costs associated with the need to disaggregate services across three new authorities.

Beyond the financial risks, Surrey’s analysis of the three unitary model showed there would be greater disparity between the
authorities across population, housing, flood risk , homelessness, and road maintenance backlogs.

Tim Oliver, Leader of Surrey County Council said: “Our analysis shows that two unitary councils would bring the greatest benefit
to Surrey’s residents.

Two councils, in partnership with a mayor for Surrey, would save money, strengthen and simplify local government and with an
east and west arrangement both councils would be in a strong position to continue to deliver high quality services to all Surrey
residents.

“Of course, consideration must be given to the differing levels of debt that the authorities would potentially inherit, and we’re in
talks with government about our request that the stranded debt be written off as well as providing financial support to those
borough councils that need it.

“Most importantly, this proposal strengthens local community engagement.

“We know that residents want high quality services that are easy to access, and they want a real say in services and decisions that
affect them. That’s why we’re proposing the creation of community-level boards across Surrey.

“These community boards will be locally determined but we would expect them to include representation from health partners,
Surrey Police, voluntary groups, councillors, council staff, local town and parish councils and residents associations. We plan to
pilot these boards over the coming months, and residents will have a say in how they are set up and delivered.

“We’re in a strong position as a county council, with good quality services and an excellent track record of stable finances after
years of successful transformation. And working together with our residents and partners, we are well placed to deliver this
important reorganisation.

“Ultimately, this work will unlock further devolution, meaning Surrey can elect a mayor which will bring more power, flexibility
and funding closer to communities.”

Surrey County Council is expected to vote its plan through on May 7 before formally submitting it for consideration by the May 9
deadline

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council invites bids for local
infrastructure projects

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council is inviting community groups and organisations to bid for funds raised by the Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL), to deliver projects that will benefit residents and support new development across the borough. Bidding
opens on Thursday 1 May and closes on Sunday 15 June 2025.

New development can create additional pressure on local infrastructure: the CIL raises funds from developers to be spent on the
provision, improvement, replacement, operation, or maintenance of local infrastructure or anything else that is concerned with
addressing the demands that development places on an area. Last year, Epsom & Ewell Borough Council allocated around

Page 4
© 2021-2025. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY


https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-ewell-borough-council-invites-bids-for-local-infrastructure-projects
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-ewell-borough-council-invites-bids-for-local-infrastructure-projects

20th November 2025 Weekly

EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

Far thes camimunity, oy the community. & net-far-proft service

——
=

ISSN 2753-2771

£330,000 from the 2023/24 Neighbourhood CIL Fund for community infrastructure projects, including:
= Footpath improvements at the Hogsmill Local Nature Reserve
= Street tree planting at Waterloo Road

= A new club house at Old Schools Lane, Ewell, to provide a home for community sports and an indoor space for
activities including arts clubs, health and fitness groups, counselling services and the Sunnybank Trust, which
supports 250 vulnerable men, women and young adults with learning difficulties.

Councillor Peter O’Donovan, Chair of the Licensing and Planning Policy Committee, said “I hope that as many local community
groups and organisations as possible take this opportunity to bid for funds for community projects and initiatives that can improve
quality of life for residents in Epsom & Ewell.

The Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure Levy Fund offers us the chance to deliver projects that have a real impact on our
communities. By applying for this funding, community groups and organisations can help ensure that money raised through local
development is spent on projects that are important to residents here in Epsom & Ewell.”

The bidding process is designed to be as clear as possible and the council has introduced a new online form and guidance to help
make the process simpler: epsom-ewell.gov.uk/Neighbourhood-CIL

To receive funding, all CIL spending applications must be for infrastructure. All bids will be examined by the CIL Member
Working Group; a shortlist will be selected and presented to the Strategy and Resources Committee for approval.

Bids will be shortlisted using the criteria set out in section C of the CIL Spending Protocol (adopted March 2025). More
information on the process and prioritisation criteria can be found in section 5 of the CIL Spending Protocol.

Please note:
= The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) allows councils to raise funds from new developments for infrastructure
projects which help to mitigate the impacts of new development. Of the total collected:

= 80% goes towards strategic borough-wide infrastructure - examples include highway schemes, permanent
school expansions, hospitals, and other health and social care facilities

= 15% is allocated for local projects - examples include sport pitches, courts upgrades, public realm
improvements and community gardens

= 5% for the day-to-day costs of administering CIL.

Government bailout to ease Woking’s debt burden

Taxpayers will cover the cost of Woking Borough Council’s financial folly after the government agreed to “aid the reduction” of
the bankrupt authority’s multi-billion pound debt.

The bail out will initially cover debt owed by the borough in 2026-27 but could be extended if needed.

The pledge is an attempt to prevent Woking from immediately destroying any new authority it joins as part of the Government’s
merger plans for Surrey’s councils.

Woking Borough Council declared itself effectively bankrupt in 2023 when its regeneration plans collapsed leaving it with debts
expected to £2.6billion and annual repayments far outstripping what it brings in every year through council tax.

The problem has since spilled into neighbouring councils after the Government selected Surrey and its 11 boroughs and
districts to become a newly devolved and reorganised and merged-mayoral authority.

On April 4, the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government said liabilities should be locally managed by councils.

Since then, the Government has committed to “supporting any new authorities in Surrey with the rationalisation of Woking’s
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assets, whether through the provision of interim financial support” it said this could be involve “further tranches of financial
support for any remaining unsupported debt” until “new authorities are financially sustainable”.

The council would still be expected to continue cutting costs and finding “best value” for taxpayers by selling off its assets - even
after the Surrey was reorganised, according to papers published this week.

Leader of Woking Borough Council, Councillor Ann-Marie Barker, said: “We welcome the government’s statement of intent
regarding future financial support. It marks an important step towards addressing our debt position as part of wider discussions
on the future structure of local government in Surrey.

“Whilst there is much still to be agreed, this announcement provides a degree of certainty as we continue to work closely with
government and other Surrey councils to secure a sustainable financial future for Woking and ensure the best possible outcomes
for residents.

“We are doing all we can to put our house in order by setting a balanced budget and having a strategic plan to sell assets. We
remain committed to delivering our Improvement and Recovery Plan to the ensure that we enter any future arrangements in the
strongest position possible.”

ENDS

Will Surrey’s Debts Force Us to Have a Unitary
Authority?

Billions of pounds in crushing debt could force Surrey and its boroughs and districts to become a single mega council - potentially
merged with a neighbour, following government feedback on its devolution and reorganisation plans.

Two plans were submitted in March over how to dissolve local government in the county and create a new streamlined system.

The county council and a handful of the boroughs favoured splitting Surrey into two authorities with Elmbridge worried about
being ‘punished’ if it is grouped with debt-ridden neighbours - while the majority of the districts favoured three. Both would have
an overarching and directly elected mayor.

Now, those plans could all be for nothing if they are unable to demonstrate how to deal with the more than £5 billion of debt
owed - and in particular £2.6billion from bankrupt Woking Borough Council and £1billion at Spelthorne where government
commissioners have recently been appointed to take over.

The letter from the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government was sent to all chief executives of Surrey’s
boroughs, districts and county council, in reply to the councils’ plans.

It read: “The county and district co-authored plan shows that greater efficiencies are available where there is less
disaggregation, with the single unitary enabling the greatest efficiency that could benefit the management of local debt.

“Given the scale of the financial challenges facing Surrey, we would welcome further detail on how the ability to manage debt
compares in each of the different options.

“As the long-term financial sustainability of the three unitary option seems most challenging in this context, we will need more
information on how you will manage the risks of disaggregation to meet the financial sustainability criteria as well as the
approach to debt management.”

“We suggest meeting to discuss in more detail local proposals for managing debt.”

The ministry said that if Surrey was to shift towards a single unitary model, unlocking devolution would mean partnering up with
neighbouring authorities or joining a neighbouring mayoral authority. “

To achieve this, the area will need to ensure the proposed devolution geography meets the criteria set out in the English
Devolution White Paper.

A Surrey-only devolution would only work, it added, under the two or three unitary council proposals “subject to achieving
sensible population ratios between unitaries”.

The ministry also specifically asked for evidence on how any new merged authority “would enable financially viable councils,
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including identifying which option best delivers value for money for council tax payers”.

It added; “We note the desire for clarity and further discussions around the area’s debt position and your preferred option for
Government to write off the current estimated debt of £1.5bn.”

Woking Borough Council is short £1.5billion - once all its assets are accounted for.

It continues: “The default position is that assets and liabilities remain locally managed by councils, but we acknowledge that there
are exceptional circumstances where there has been failure linked to capital practices.

“Where that is the case, proposals should reflect the extent to which the implications of this can be managed locally, including as
part of efficiencies possible through reorganisation.

“Commissioners should be engaged in these discussions.

“It would be helpful to see further detail in proposals on the projected financial sustainability of proposed unitaries and how they
could manage debt locally.”

ENDS

Press statement from the Leaders of Surrey’s District
and Borough Councils

Today, district and borough councils have published proposals for local government
reorganisation on their websites, to be debated at Council meetings across the county
in the coming days. Final proposals will be submitted to Government by 9 May 2025.

Eight of the eleven district and borough councils are proposing a three unitary council

model for Surrey. They believe that this is the best way to preserve local democracy and
accountability, and would ensure that new councils align with Surrey’s existing
economic and community identities - creating the foundation for more responsive
governance and stronger local economies. There is also a proposal for two unitary
councils being submitted by Surrey County Council. Those councils that have been
undecided so far will make a final decision between the 6 and 8 May.

The new structure for local government will replace the current two-tier system of
district, borough and county councils.

Councillor Hannah Dalton, Chair of the Surrey Leaders Group and Chair of the Epsom &
Ewell Borough Council Residents’ Association (Majority Group) said:

“This is a significant achievement and the culmination of much collaboration and hard
work by council leaders and officers across the county.

“There are still issues to be resolved, including how debt will be managed. Over the
coming weeks and months, we will continue to work at pace towards a vision for the
county that delivers for our residents and communities, that enables us to unlock the
wider benefits that devolution can ultimately bring.

“I'd also like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who took part in the recent
resident engagement which sought opinion on shaping Surrey’s future, the results of
which indicated clear public support for a three unitary model of local government.
“We also appreciate the time given to us by representatives from charities, parish and
town councils, residents forums, health services, community groups and others across
the county in our stakeholder engagement exercise and roundtable group sessions. It
was really important to make sure as many voices as possible were heard in this journey
about the risks and opportunities of changes that will impact local services and
Communities.”

Government is expected to decide on proposals by the end of the year. If approved,
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legislation will be passed to allow the changes, and elections for new shadow unitary
councils will be held in May 2026, with a view to the new unitaries going live in May
2027.

Proposals are published on council websites:
= Elmbridge Borough Council
= Epsom and Ewell Borough Council
= Guildford Borough Council
= Mole Valley District Council
= Reigate and Banstead Borough Council
= Runnymede Borough Council
= Spelthorne Borough Council
= Surrey Heath Borough Council
= Waverley Borough Council

= Woking Borough Council

- Ends -

Mole Valley Solar farm decision

The biggest possible solar farm was before Mole Valley District Council last week with councillors voting to reject the eco energy
project - despite warnings they could lose taxpayers hundreds of thousands of pounds on appeal.

Plans for a 55 hectare solar farm in Cobham Road in Fetcham, large enough to power about one third of all the homes in the
borough, came before the council’s development management committee on April 23.

Councillors narrowly voted seven to five with one abstention to refuse the 49.5 megawatts plant arguing it was an inappropriate
use of green belt land and too close to ancient woodland.

The decision went against the advice of officers who said Mole Valley’s decision would likely be overturned on appeal - and the
council charged costs

Cllr Abhiram Magesh (Liberal Democrat; Mickleham, Westcott & Okewood) said: “It will end up costing the council hundreds of
thousands of pounds.

“It will affect the council’s balance budget.”

He said decisions like this were “not defensible by the legal material planning consideration” and that councillors needed to use
vote with their brains, “not with your heart “

“What we can be considering, is the economic impact and the financial impact to not only the wider council but the area.”

The developers, Ethical Power, had argued there was an “overriding” case that delivering renewable energy outweighed the
“modest impacts” and that they were “proud to bring forward the project”.

Their spokesperson added that it represented a “unique opportunity” to “tackle climate change in Mole Valley” by contributing to
energy independence and clean power.

Had the power plant been any larger it would have been classified as a nationally significant project requiring government sign
off, the meeting heard.

Others challenged the environmental benefits of green energy at the expensive of locally grown food and argued that the 40 year
proposed life span of the site was anything but temporary.
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Cllr Simon Budd (Conservative; Brockham, Betchworth, Buckland Box Hill & Headley) said: “The land that you are covering up,
It’s good quality land that grows food.

“At the moment the food is grown in Fetcham and its sold in Fetcham in a farmers shop in Fetcham, you've got zero miles, you've
got grain that goes off to make bread, fantastic zero miles on it.

“If you cover up land in Fetcham people have still got to eat so you've got to import grain.

He added: “I feel very strongly about turning what is good agricultural land into what is basically you are ruining the countryside
you really are ruining it.

“The gain of a little bit of electric is not worth the loss of this land.”

County council set to propose two unitary councils for
Surrey

Subject to Cabinet approval, Surrey County Council plans to submit to government a proposal for two unitary councils for local
government reorganisation in the county. These two councils, arranged by East and West, would replace the existing 12 councils
and unlock further devolution in Surrey.

In council papers published today, the county council outlines detailed analysis to evidence that two councils would be the most
beneficial model for Surrey’s future. The proposal, which sets out a robust plan for local community engagement, also includes
letters of support from key partners, business and community leaders, as well as Elmbridge Borough Council.

Tim Oliver, Leader of Surrey County Council said: “Our analysis shows that two unitary councils would bring the greatest
benefit to Surrey’s residents. Two councils, in partnership with a Mayor for Surrey, would save money, strengthen and simplify
local government and with an East and West arrangement both councils would be in a strong position to continue to deliver high
quality services to all Surrey residents. Of course, consideration must be given to the differing levels of debt that the authorities
would potentially inherit, and we’re in talks with government about our request that the stranded debt be written off as well as
providing financial support to those borough councils that need it.

“Most importantly, this proposal strengthens local community engagement. We know that residents want high quality services
that are easy to access, and they want a real say in services and decisions that affect them. That’s why we’re proposing the
creation of community-level boards across Surrey.

“These community boards will be locally determined but we would expect them to include representation from health partners,
Surrey Police, voluntary groups, councillors, council staff, local Town and Parish Councils and Residents Associations. We plan to
pilot these boards over the coming months, and residents will have a say in how they are set up and delivered.

“We’re in a strong position as a county council, with good quality services and an excellent track record of stable finances after
years of successful transformation. And working together with our residents and partners, we are well placed to deliver this
important reorganisation. Ultimately, this work will unlock further devolution, meaning Surrey can elect a mayor which will bring
more power, flexibility and funding closer to communities.”

Cllr Mike Rollings, Leader of Elmbridge Borough Council said: “While EImbridge, like other districts and boroughs, is not
overly enamoured with the government’s local government reorganisation, throughout this process, we have maintained an open-
minded stance regarding the optimal number of new unitary authorities. Our primary goal is to ensure the best interests of
Elmbridge, as well as Surrey as a whole. We have always said that our decision will be grounded in robust evidence and data and
we will continue to analyse, research, and scrutinise all options until we are confident that the best solution for unitarisation in
Surrey has been identified.

“Based on the proposals we have seen, we think an East/West split could make the most sense for ElImbridge both in terms of
financial stability, increased flexibility to meet housing needs and the potential to minimise the impact on the character and
appearance of Elmbridge.

“We will continue to work across the county to support the development of proposals that lead to the best results for our
residents, and we will debate these at extraordinary meetings of our Council and Cabinet on 6 May.”

The proposal includes a recommended geographical model for the two councils, by East and West, using current District Council
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geographies with Spelthorne, Surrey Heath, Runnymede, Woking, Guildford and Waverley residents in the West of Surrey, and
Elmbridge, Mole Valley, Epsom & Ewell, Reigate & Banstead and Tandridge residents in the East.

This model has similar levels of population, land area, total household numbers, homelessness, house building targets, waste
collection, business activity, pupil distribution, number of birth and death registrations, and total miles of public highways.
Demand and budget requirements would also be similar for Adult Social Care and Children Social Services across both councils
and this geography makes use of the neighbouring economic benefits of London, Heathrow airport, and Gatwick airport, with a
similar mix of the urban and rural landscape that makes Surrey a fantastic place to live and work.

The overall populations of each new council would exceed the government’s minimum size of 500,000 residents.

SURREY COUNTY (P
COUNCIL'SPROPOSAL SURREY
FORTWO UNITARY

COUNCILS

Elmbridge

Banstead

Tandridge

Mole Valley

Notes:

= In February, government asked Surrey to submit plans for local government reorganisation. Once this proposal has

been approved by Surrey County Council’s Cabinet on 7™ May, it will be submitted to government by the 9" May
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deadline. A final decision is expected from government in the Autumn. The full council paper can be accessed
here: https://mycouncil.surreycc.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CIld=121&MId=9715&Ver=4

= District and borough councils in Surrey are also discussing options for reorganisation at respective council meetings.

= Details of an online resident engagement event, due to be held in May, will be shared soon
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