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Epsom celebrates Ukrainian culture at Festival of
Friendship

8 February 2026

The Festival of Friendship - Ukraine brought a vibrant celebration of Ukrainian culture to Epsom from 27 January to 1
February, uniting local organisations and residents in a week of art, music, film and hands-on creativity. Organised jointly
by Epsom & Ewell Refugee Network, Epsom & Ewell Borough Council, Epsom Library and Epsom Picturehouse, the
festival highlighted both the richness of Ukrainian traditions and the strong connection between the Ukrainian community
and the community of Epsom and Ewell.

The festival was inspired by a cultural project created by Sofia Ziatyk for her final degree work at Chelsea College of Arts,
for which she was awarded First Class Honours. Her project explored Ukrainian crafts, rituals and traditions through
striking hand-drawn images, forming the heart of the exhibition that anchored the week’s programme.

The official launch event took place on 27 January at Epsom Library and was attended by senior figures from Surrey
County Council, the Mayor of Epsom & Ewell, and around 100 members of the local community. The atmosphere was one
of warmth and curiosity, as visitors gathered to view Sofia Ziatyk’s exhibition and to hear live performances by Ukrainians
living in and around Epsom. Traditional music and poetry created a powerful sense of shared experience, giving audiences
a glimpse into the traditions and artistic life of Ukraine.

Throughout the week, the library hosted two exhibitions: the display of Sofia Ziatyk’s drawings and Inna Kucherenko’s
This Is Me: Recreating - a display of lost photographs and fragments of forgotten history recreated from memory using Al.
A special treasure hunt for children invited them to search for pictures and symbols connected with Ukraine, helping
younger residents engage with another culture in a fun and accessible way. This initiative proved popular with families
and reinforced the festival’s emphasis on learning through participation.

Workshops formed a key part of the festival and were consistently well attended by the local community. Participants had
the opportunity to try traditional embroidery and beading techniques, make wool dolls, explore paper cutting and
experiment with block printing. These sessions offered more than creative activity; they provided space for conversation,
storytelling and mutual understanding. Among those taking part was local MP Helen Maguire, whose presence underlined
the importance of the festival as both a cultural and community-building event.

The festival also extended beyond the library into the world of cinema. Epsom Picturehouse, working in collaboration with
TalentedU, screened three Ukrainian films: Rocky Road to Berlin, Sanatorium and Home for Ukraine. Audience demand
exceeded expectations, with each screening so well attended that a second screen had to be opened. The films offered
different perspectives on Ukrainian life and history, giving viewers insight into personal stories and national experiences
rarely seen in mainstream cinema.

For many attendees, the festival provided an opportunity not only to discover Ukrainian traditions but also to meet
Ukrainian neighbours and hear their voices directly through art and performance. The blend of visual exhibitions, live
music and poetry, practical workshops and film created a programme appealing to a wide range of interests and ages,
demonstrating how culture can act as a bridge between communities, fostering empathy and connection.

Speaking about the events, Councillor Clive Woodbridge, Chair of the Community and Wellbeing Committee, said: “The
Festival of Friendship - Ukraine was a truly uplifting and inspiring occasion. It was incredibly moving to see Ukrainian
guests of all ages demonstrate how much the creative basis of their culture means to them, whether that be through
music, singing or poetry. It was particularly heart-warming to see the younger members of the Ukrainian community
perform with such confidence and feeling.”

Organisers described the festival as a true partnership between local institutions and residents. By bringing together
Epsom & Ewell Refugee Network, Epsom & Ewell Borough Council, Epsom Library and Epsom Picturehouse, the project
showed what can be achieved through collaboration and shared purpose. The success of the events - from the packed
workshops to the oversubscribed film screenings - reflected the enthusiasm of the Epsom community for meaningful
cultural exchange.

Originating in the work of a young artist and carried forward by community organisations, the Festival of Friendship -
Ukraine transformed everyday spaces into places of discovery and dialogue. For one week, Epsom became a window into
Ukrainian culture, reminding all who attended that art and tradition can unite people across borders and experiences.

Nina Kaye
Mayor Leach with Sofia Ziatyk

Related reports:
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Epsom Stands in Solidarity with Ukraine on War’s Third Anniversary

Epsom therapist seeks to lift our moods in gloomy
weather

8 February 2026

It feels like Epsom has hardly seen the sun lately, making winter feel longer and delaying the arrival of spring. This kind
of dullness is often described as “typical British weather”, but at the time of writing some parts of the UK have seen rain
fall every single day of the year so far.

When daylight is limited and the rain never seems to stop, it is entirely normal to feel low, tired, or less motivated than
usual. The good news is that there are some simple, evidence-based steps that can help support your mood, even when
the weather is working against you.

Here, Mark from Mind & Meaning Therapy shares three proven mental health tips to help give your mood a boost.
A small social check-in each day

We are social creatures, and even small social connections can improve our mood. These do not need to be big events or
require a lot of energy. Simple ways to stay socially connected include sending a text to a friend, scheduling a short phone
call, or asking someone to meet for a drink.

These small check-ins can significantly increase feelings of connection. Research shows that regular positive social
interactions are linked to better mood, greater life satisfaction, and lower levels of stress.

Get outside and get some natural light

Even on grey days, daylight is far stronger than indoor lighting. Try to dodge the showers and get outside for 10-20
minutes once a day. A walk to the shops or a quick loop around the park is enough to help.

Natural light helps regulate the body clock, which in turn supports both mood and sleep. Studies have found that people
who spend more time in daylight during the winter months are less likely to report depressive symptoms than those who
remain indoors with low light exposure.

Do one thing to improve your sleep

Sleep and mood are closely linked, and improving sleep can make a noticeable difference to how you feel emotionally.
Simple, proven steps include going to bed and waking up at roughly the same time each day, reducing smartphone use
before bedtime (for example by leaving your phone in another room), keeping the bedroom cool while ensuring a warm
bed, avoiding caffeine late in the afternoon, and leaving an hour or two between your last alcoholic drink and bedtime.

Better sleep helps the brain regulate emotions and reduces stress, making it easier to cope with everyday ups and downs.

What to do if low mood is persistent

If your mental health feels poor over a longer period, or if everyday life feels unusually overwhelming, speaking to a
mental health professional can help. Support can make a real difference.

You can contact Mark at Mind & Meaning Therapy in Epsom to explore what may be behind how you are feeling and to
find support that suits you.

Mind & Meaning - Therapy in Epsom & Online
mindandmeaning.co.uk
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Old trains rolled back into service

8 February 2026

Old style 1980s rolling stock that had been taken out of service to much fanfare, including a huge ticket-only retirement
party, are still being used to cover shortages across South Western Railways services.

The train operator made a big song and dance about the retirement of its old iconic Class 455 trains, even charging £45 a
ticket for its supposed last ever journey - with the money going to charity.

The LDRS understands old rolling stock is still being used to cover shortfall when the new trains are unable to get off the
blocks, notably on the Hampton Court to Waterloo route.

In December last year some 9,000 enthusiasts tried to buy tickets for the 400 spaces on the celebrated final service from
Waterloo. Demand was so high a second train was put on. The day was supposed to mark the last rides of the Class 455 as
they were finally phased out and replaced with modern Class 701 Arterio - the ones with the odd half table ledges.

Thousands gathered to say their goodbyes to the ‘iconic’ SWR trains that have, and continue, to serve Surrey for decades.
The ceremony for the ‘red train’ involved a nine-hour round trip from Waterloo across the SWR network.

South Western Railways celebrated with a story titled “Train enthusiasts bid farewell to iconic red trains after almost 43
years of service’ - except they are still in service. Among the passengers was social media train fan Francis Bourgeois.

South Western trains said the December ‘farewell’ event was to celebrate the life of the Class 455, first introduced in the
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1980s ahead of their removal from timetabled services and that it was always planned to keep some of them back as a
contingency.

A spokesperson for SWR said: “The Class 455 fleet of trains was withdrawn from our timetable at the end of 2025. A small
number were retained for resilience purposes, to cover any eventuality that may affect the trains we use on our suburban
network.”

Chris Caulfield LDRS

The 17.54 from Hampton Court to London Waterloo on Thursday January 29 was the old retired train brought back into
service (LDRS)

Surrey Police precept rising

8 February 2026

Surrey PCC

The average household in Surrey could pay more than £350 a year towards policing after a £15 council tax hike was given
the go-ahead. The police precept - the portion of council tax that funds Surrey Police - will rise from £338 to £352 a year
for the average Band D home from April 2026, a 4.4 per cent increase from last year.

The rise was backed by the Surrey Police and Crime Panel on February 4, despite a sharp debate over whether residents
can afford it. Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) Lisa Townsend said the increase was needed to prevent services from
deteriorating, warning that without the full rise people could face slower answers to 999 calls, longer waits for officers to
attend incidents, and delays in forensic investigations.

“For every £1 on the precept, about £0.5 million goes into the Force,” she told the panel. “That equates to around 15
police staff or officers.” Ms Townsend said Surrey Police has become “one of the most improved forces in the country” in
recent years, with more visible neighbourhood policing and better performance on crimes such as burglary and vehicle
theft, but rising demand and increasing costs mean those improvements are at risk.

She said: “Improvements we are seeing today have only been possible because of previous decisions to increase the
policing precept. Those decisions have allowed SP to invest in officers, staff, systems and technology that are now
delivering results on the ground.” According to the PCC, on an average day the force handles almost 1,700 contacts from
the public and sends vehicles to almost 250 incidents. Each day 216 crimes are recorded, 33 relate to violence against
women and girls, 56 are assault, and armed response officers are called out 16 times a week.

She added: “The improvements achieved so far simply cannot be sustained” without further funding.

Some councillors challenged the move. Cllr Richard Wilson said many residents in his area are struggling to afford food,
heating and rent, questioned whether it was the right time to increase bills, and asked whether Surrey, as a relatively low-
crime county, could manage with a smaller force.

Kelvin Menon, chief finance officer for the PCC’s office, said Surrey receives one of the lowest levels of government grant
in England, making it more reliant on council tax, and warned that cutting funding would mean difficult choices about
which services to scale back. He argued that although Surrey may be a ‘low-crime’ area, it is the police keeping it that
way, asking: “What level of crime are people willing to accept?” He added: “The level of poverty in the country is possibly
not the fault of the police precept.”

The PCC repeatedly assured the panel that Surrey Police has already delivered about £90m in savings over the past
decade. Even with the tax rise, the force still needs to find £5.5m in further savings this year and more in the years ahead,
with an overspend of around £1m this year driven largely by overtime costs.

A public consultation found 57 per cent of respondents supported a £14 increase, the maximum allowed at the time. More
than 2,400 people took part, although this was highlighted as a small proportion of Surrey’s 1.3m residents.

Emily Dalton LDRS

Surrey Police and Crime Officer, Lisa Townsend, at the Surrey Police and Crime panel. (Credit: Surrey County Council
webcam)
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Epsom and Ewell’s MP champion’s Friends of
Horton Cemetery mission on “Time to Talk Day”

On the edge of Epsom lies Horton Cemetery — quiet, overgrown and easy to miss. More than 9,000 people are buried
there. Most never had headstones. Many never had visitors. Almost all were patients of the former Epsom Cluster of
psychiatric hospitals, men and women whose final resting place reflects how society once viewed mental illness:
something to be hidden, managed and ultimately forgotten.

In 2026, on Time to Talk Day, [5th February] Horton Cemetery forces us to ask an uncomfortable question: how far have
we really come?

Horton Cemetery was created to serve what was once the largest cluster of psychiatric hospitals in Europe. At its height,
the Epsom hospitals housed thousands of people with severe mental illness, learning disabilities and complex needs.
Those who died without family or money were buried together anonymously. This was not ancient history. Horton Hospital
closed in 1997. Some of those buried there lived into the late twentieth century — into the era many of us think of as
modern and progressive.

Sites like Horton Cemetery challenge us to ask not just whether we are talking more openly about mental health, but
whether we have truly confronted the stigma that shaped places like this, and whether we are prepared to protect the
dignity of those still buried there.

Today, the cemetery has been sold to a private owner, with hopes of future development. Like many historic pauper burial
sites nationwide, it sits under pressure from land values and planning decisions. I have urged the government not to grant
exhumation licences at Horton Cemetery and to properly safeguard similar sites as places of remembrance, not obstacles
to development. These are not empty plots. They are graves. How we treat them matters, because how we remember the
dead reflects how we value the living.

Friends of Horton Cemetery, families, and Professor Alana Harris of King’s College London have worked tirelessly
through initiatives such as the Lost Souls Project, which seeks to recover the names and stories of those buried
anonymously in former asylum cemeteries. Their work is a quiet act of justice — restoring identity where the system
erased it, and dignity where stigma once prevailed.

But local efforts can only go so far. That is why there are growing calls for a national memorial to those who lived and
died in Britain’s historic mental health institutions. Such a memorial would not rewrite history, but it would acknowledge
it, signifying that now is the time to talk.

Time to Talk Day is often framed around everyday conversations — a coffee and a chat, a poster on a train reminding us to
check in on loved ones. These things matter. They help chip away at silence and shame. Horton Cemetery asks us to go
further.

Epsom tells the story of how this country has treated mental illness. It was once the centre of a system built on isolation
and control. Today, it hosts the headquarters of the Samaritans — an organisation rooted in compassion and listening.
That journey should give us hope. But it also gives Epsom, and Horton, a responsibility. If we are serious about
confronting mental health stigma, this is one of the places where that conversation must begin.

Because today, people with severe mental illness still face some of the deepest inequalities in our society. Recent data
paints a stark picture: those facing the longest waits for mental health care are now waiting nearly two years — an
average of 658 days — more than twice as long as people waiting for elective physical health treatment. The
consequences are devastating. Adults living with severe mental illness, including bipolar disorder and schizophrenia, have
a life expectancy 15 to 20 years lower than the general population.

These are not abstract statistics. They reflect lives cut short, needs unmet, and a system that still too often talks about
people with severe mental illness rather than listening to them.

The Government now has the opportunity — and the responsibility — to show that mental health reform means more than
warm words. Safeguarding sites like Horton and recognising the historic mistreatment of people with mental illness would
be a powerful signal that dignity is not conditional and remembrance matters. I look forward to discussions with ministers
about how we protect Horton Cemetery and similar sites across the country — not as relics of an uncomfortable past, but
as places of reflection and learning.

Time to Talk Day should not only ask whether we are speaking openly. It should ask who we are hearing, whose voices are
still missing, and whether, finally, we are willing to restore dignity to those whose voices were never heard.

Horton Cemetery is a quiet reminder that stigma thrives in silence. In 2026, are we ready to listen to what it is telling us?

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
5


https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewells-mp-champions-friends-of-horton-cemetery-mission-on-time-to-talk-day
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewells-mp-champions-friends-of-horton-cemetery-mission-on-time-to-talk-day

= EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

Far the community, oy Ehe community. & nog-tor-proft service

22nd October 2026

ISSN 2753-2771

°Clo
Helen Maguire MP

For further information about the work of the charity The Friends of Horton Cemetery visit their website HERE
Image: Horton Cemetery with former patients photos

Related reports:

Epsom’s Horton Cemetery gets attention of two kinds

Portraits of pauper patients in Epsom’s Horton Cemetery, inspires artist

Petition to reclaim Horton Cemetery from property speculator

Local community gathered at Horton Cemetery

Another Horton Cemetery Life Story

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council claws back
millions to balance books before government
shakeup

8 February 2026

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council has closed a multi-million pound budget gap as it gets ready to be absorbed into a new
unitary authority next year.

Just months ago, Epsom and Ewell Borough Council was forecasting a £5m shortfall over three years, including a £1.9m
gap for 2026/27 alone. But a combination of savings, streamlining services and additional government funding has
reduced the projected deficit to just over half a million pounds across the same period.

Councillors were told at a Financial Strategy Advisory Group on January 30, the authority has now set a balanced budget
for 2026/27. This is a legal requirement before local government reorganisation sees the borough council replaced by the
new East Surrey unitary authority. Finance officers said the work ensures the new council will inherit a more stable
financial position.

Bridging a £5m gap

Last July, the council warned of a growing funding gap driven by rising costs and pressure on services. Since then, a
series of changes have reshaped the picture. These include:

= New efficiency savings across services

= The removal or reduction of some planned spending contributions
= Additional funding through the government’s Fair Funding Review
= Extra income linked to national waste and recycling reforms

Together, these changes have cut the medium-term deficit from £5.063 million to £579,000.

Although the government’s fair funding review has been slammed as a disaster across the rest of Surrey, Epsom and
Ewell Borough Council is emerging as victor. According to the report, areas with high homelessness and temporary
housing demand for those at risk of homelessness have received a 20 per cent increase in funds. Leading officers to label
the boost as “favourable” compared to other councils across the country.
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Officers told councillors the financial environment remains challenging, with continued pressure from temporary
accommodation costs, agency staffing and inflation, but said the authority now has a clear plan to manage those risks.

Council tax rise still part of the plan

Despite the improved position, councillors have backed plans to increase council tax by 2.98 per cent next year, the
maximum allowed without a local referendum. Officers said the increase, worth £6.93 per year for a Band D property, had
always been built into long-term financial planning and was necessary to maintain stability.

Freezing council tax would leave a £291,000 hole in the budget that would need to be filled by service cuts.

Why balancing the books now matters

Although Epsom & Ewell will cease to exist as a standalone council after reorganisation, it is still required to pass on a
clear and accurate financial position to the successor authority. Council documents state that producing a medium-term
financial strategy remains essential so the incoming unitary council understands “future commitments as they stand.”

By closing much of the budget gap now, the borough council reduces the risk of the new authority inheriting an
immediate financial crisis.

Ongoing pressures remain

The council warned that financial risks have not disappeared. Rising homelessness costs, inflation in contracts and
uncertainty over income streams such as business rates continue to pose challenges.

However, councillors were told the authority has identified actions and savings to keep the budget balanced for the
coming year. Final approval of the budget will be made by the Full Council on February 10.

Emily Dalton LDRS

Surrey County Council budget approved

8 February 2026

Leader of the Council

Council tax bills in Surrey will rise by almost five per cent after councillors approved its final budget.

Members of Surrey County Council green-lit its last ever budget at a full council meeting on February 3. This is the
county’s final before it is dissolved into two unitary authorities under local government reorganisation.

Councillors have approved a 2.99 per cent council tax rise plus a 2 per cent adult social care levy from April 2026, the
maximum allowed. For a typical Band D household, that means paying £7.67 more per month.

Why is council tax going up?

The rise comes after the Government announced a new three-year funding deal for councils from 2026 to 2029. While
ministers say councils will see more ‘spending power’, much of that increase depends on councils raising tax locally. So,
no extra money will come from Westminster.

Surrey’s bosses say changes under the Government’s ‘fair funding’ reforms mean the county will lose significant national
funding in the coming years.

Council leader ClIr Tim Oliver said residents were being asked to pay more just to maintain services. “We cannot accept a
model where residents will pay more each year to, at best, stand still. That is a government, political decision and one
which this council has no control over,” he said.

He added that the council would continue lobbying ministers for a better deal. “Long-term sustainability requires a fairer
national settlement. This is a clear message to the government: we will do our part, now fund us fairly.”

The council’s finance chief warned Surrey is set to lose more than £180m in government funding over the next three
years. He said: “Even with maximum council tax rises, we're still facing a funding gap of over £100m by 2028/29.”

What is the money being spent on?

Despite the challenging situation, Surrey bosses said they have tried to protect frontline, people-facing services, despite
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the financial squeeze.

They highlighted:
= Adult social care changes focused on helping people stay independent, receiving safe and compassionate care

= Improvements to support for children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), including more
local provision and transport

= Core services such as road maintenance, potholes and libraries

Spending on adult social care will increase by more than 5 per cent, with a focus on helping people stay independent for
longer.

There is also continued investment in children’s services and special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), including
funding for more local specialist school places and children’s homes. Capital spending of £297m is planned next year,
covering areas such as highways maintenance, school places, SEND provision and adult social care accommodation.

Cllr Oliver said: “We know households remain under real pressure from the cost of living. We do not take decisions lightly
on council tax.” He added there is a wide range of support available to residents struggling.

Political opposition voices concerns

Opposition councillors pushed back on the leader’s claims the budget ensures ‘no one is left behind’. They said the budget
does not go far enough to fix deep-rooted problems, especially in children’s services.

Leader of the Labour group, Cllr Robert Evans, described the budget as a “one-year sticking plaster”, pointing in
particular to the growing crisis in SEND provision. “This isn’t just an accounting problem, children are missing important
years of education.”

Cllr Catherine Powell, Residents’ Association and Independent Group leader, said social care remains the biggest
pressure on the council’s finances and called for more support for foster carers, despite plans for more children’s homes.

Leader of the Green Party Group, Cllr Jonathan Essex, said the capital programme to build more special needs school
places was still “playing catch-up”, adding: “Inaction is costing us £20 million a year.” Meanwhile, Cllr Liz Townsend
(Liberal Democrat) said some promised investments amounted to “false hope”.

The report warns of major financial risks beyond next year. Demand for social care continues to rise sharply, while
inflation and interest rate pressures remain uncertain.

One of the biggest long-term concerns is the soaring deficit linked to SEND provision. Surrey’s high needs education
deficit is forecast to reach around £309m by March 2027. While this is currently kept off the council’s main balance sheet
by a temporary government accounting rule (safety valve agreement with the high needs block), finance officers describe
it as a serious national issue that threatens many councils’ financial stability.

Emily Dalton LDRS

When is attempted suicide anti-social? A Surrey
police dilemma

8 February 2026

A woman has criticised Surrey Police for giving her an anti-social behaviour warning after officers intervened while she
considered taking her own life. She has claimed the move left her feeling “ashamed” and too scared to call for help if she
experiences the same struggles again.

The 40-year-old, who asked to remain anonymous, said she was issued with a Community Protection Warning (CPW) in
October 2025 after officers intervened when she was at risk of suicide in Guildford town centre late at night. The
supermarket worker said she later received a second warning in December, despite claiming she had not breached the
first.

CPWs are normally used to tackle anti-social behaviour that harms or causes disturbance to the community. This could
include harassment, vandalism or persistent nuisance. However, the Guildford resident said these anti-social behaviour
powers are being wrongly used against vulnerable people rather than preventing crime.
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A Surrey Police spokesperson said the warnings are to set “behavioural boundaries” and are “not about criminalising
behaviour”. The Force uses a national framework ‘Right Care, Right Person’ to ensure health-related incidents are
handled by specialists (NHS, social care) rather than the police.

The woman said the notice, which warns of potential consequences such as arrest or £100 fines if the behaviour
continues, has had a chilling effect on her and has left her “too ashamed” to tell her close friends and family what
happened. “It’s made me less safe,” she said. “If anyone had concerns about me they couldn’t call the emergency services
because if I survived [there would be] consequences. And that puts my friends and me in a horrible position.”

The Guildford resident explained she did everything to avoid disrupting the public and was not being attention-seeking, as
she fears some people may label her. “They are completely mis-using something designed to protect communities from
things like youths carrying knives,” she said. “We are giving them money and power to tackle anti-social behaviour and
that is not what they are doing.”

The woman described how officers initially spoke calmly with her, telling her she was not in any trouble and persuaded
her to come to safety. However, she said the atmosphere “completely changed” as soon as she was safe. “When I say that
I try to get help and say there isn’t any, the [police] sort of imply that I'm not trying hard enough.” The woman said she
feels “failed” by mental health services and wants the police to recognise the pressure on this sector.

The 40-year-old said she was sent the first warning to her home address and the second warning was given in her
workplace, in front of colleagues, which she said was humiliating. Although she made a complaint to Surrey Police, the
woman said she was told no action would be taken. A police spokesperson has said they cannot comment on individual
cases when a complaint is subject to review and an ongoing investigation.

The woman raised concerns about something called SIM (serenity integrated mentoring): a controversial model that once
linked police with mental health services. In some areas around 2022, this was used against those who frequently sought
emergency services help in a crisis. But Surrey Police said it is committed to delivering ‘Right Care, Right Person’ in
making sure health-related incidents are dealt by specialists.

A Surrey Police spokesman said: “An initiative is underway in Surrey, based on similar models elsewhere in the UK, which
is aimed at supporting the policing response to individuals who frequently present to police with suicidal behaviour which
could put them at risk of danger. The response focuses on the core policing duties outlined under Right Care, Right
Person to set boundaries and provide a consistent response from front line officers.

“The project involves working with partner agencies, such as health and social care colleagues, to signpost risk and
vulnerability to the most suitable agency. Where necessary police interventions, such as community protection warnings,
will be considered as part of the approach to reduce disproportionate demand and set behavioural boundaries. These
would not be issued without the support of the relevant partner agencies.

“Setting these behavioural boundaries is not about criminalising suicidal behaviour - they are put in place to ensure that
these individuals are accessing the right service to provide them with the support they need.”

Anyone can contact Samaritans FREE any time from any phone on 116 123, even a mobile without credit. This number
won’t show up on your phone bill. Or you can jo@samaritans.org or visit www.samaritans.org.

Whatever you are going through, you don’t have to face it alone. Call Samaritans for free on 116 123, email
jo@samaritans.org or visit www.samaritans.org for more information.

Emily Dalton LDRS

Image - purely an illustration and not real.

Appeal to twin Epsom with Bucha in Ukraine

8 February 2026

Winter

family
Survival

. Paclks

WarmtifLigkt Life

From the committees of Surrey Stands With Ukraine and the Bucha-Epsom Association to all Councillors of the Borough
of Epsom and Ewell.

Re: Motion to Support Twinning with Bucha, Ukraine - Full Council, 10 February 2026
Dear Councillors,

We write to you as a residents of Epsom and citizens of Ukraine resident in Epsom who believe we should
stand shoulder to shoulder with Ukraine. Surrey Stands With Ukraine was founded in Epsom — a grassroots, volunteer-
run charity formed at the outset of Russia’s full-scale invasion in 2022.
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Since then, our community has come together in ways few could have imagined. Epsom and Ewell has sent over £5
million worth of humanitarian aid to Ukraine. Through initiatives by Surrey Stands With Ukraine, Epsom and Ewell
Refugee Network, local schools, churches, and dozens of individual volunteers and host families, we have built bonds of
solidarity, compassion, and friendship with Ukraine — and especially with the people of Bucha.

This is why we urge you to support the motion at Full Council on 10th February to endorse a twinning arrangement
between Epsom and the town of Bucha.

Now is the time:

This is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to do something meaningful — not just symbolic — that reflects the values our
Borough has shown in abundance since 2022.

The hand of friendship has been extended to us by Bucha, a town now known around the world for both the
suffering it endured and the resilience it has shown. Its Mayor, Anatolii Fedoruk, has held office for 28 years and has
personally asked that Epsom become its first UK twin. That offer may not remain open forever. Delay may see it pass to
another town.

This is not a political issue. Nor should it be subject to any “party line”. We appeal to you all to treat this matter as a free
vote of conscience, guided by your role as civic leaders, not party representatives.

This twinning initiative has nothing to do with sending aid or diverting council resources. No funding or council officer
time is required. As with our Town’s twinning with Chantilly, the operational side will be entirely run by a
dedicated Bucha-Epsom Association — a volunteer-led, self-financing group which will invite councillors and
community leaders on to its committee and work closely with the Chantilly association to avoid duplication.

What is needed from the Council is a symbolic yet vital endorsement of the principle of twinning — the first step to
recognising what our community has already built, and what it can go on to achieve.

Twinning with Bucha now — during the war, not after — carries a deeper meaning. True friendship is shown in hard times
as well as good. Kindness should always be forefront of our minds in all our actions. That is the kind of friendship Bucha
seeks, and one we should be proud to offer.

Imagine the future educational and cultural benefits:
= Our children participating in moderated online exchanges with students from Bucha.
» English-learning Ukrainian youth paired with Epsom school pupils for real-life conversation.
= Artists, musicians, sportspeople, and teachers collaborating across borders.

= Civic resilience and peace building projects that our Borough could help shape.

At a time when war continues and local government reorganisation looms, it may feel tempting to delay. But we urge you
not to let that be an excuse. If anything, the imminent changes make it more compelling that Epsom and Ewell makes
this decision now, while it still exists as a borough council with a distinct identity. Let our legacy be something
enduring, generous, and globally visible.

This proposal brings no burden, only benefit. It requires no budget, only goodwill. It demands no partisanship, only
perspective.

We ask each of you, as elected representatives of our community, to do what Epsom and Ewell has done again and again
since 2022: extend your hand, open your hearts, and lead with humanity.

With hope and determination,

Alan Avis

Tetyana Bilyk

Lionel Blackman

Roy Deadman

Galyna Donstova
Denise Faulkner
Vladimir Nakonechniyi
Lisa Stewart

Pierre-Michel Tarrant

Surrey Stands With Ukraine

Bucha-Epsom Association
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January crime and safety round-up

Epsom and Ewell Times does not normally report individual crime incidents. However, as a trial, we are publishing a
monthly round-up of crime and community safety matters with a local connection, drawing on information released by
Surrey Police and partner agencies.

Safer Epsom & Ewell partnership - early impact

Surrey Police and Epsom & Ewell Borough Council have continued to roll out the Safer Epsom & Ewell partnership
during January, aimed at tackling persistent offending, organised crime, antisocial behaviour and theft across the
borough.

According to the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner, the initiative has already resulted in more than 150
arrests, targeting prolific offenders, shoplifting, drug supply and county-lines activity. Police report the disruption of
multiple county-lines gangs, seizures of Class A drugs and cash, and the removal of knives from circulation.

The partnership builds on high-visibility policing activity over the Christmas and New Year period and is intended to
provide a sustained, joined-up approach to community safety involving the police, the borough council, housing providers
and other local partners.

(Source: Surrey Police / Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner)

Witness appeal after approach in Court Recreation Ground, Epsom

Surrey Police have issued an appeal for information following an incident reported on Monday 26 January in Court
Recreation Ground, Epsom.

Police say a 13-year-old girl walking to school was approached by two men, one of whom reached out towards her. The
girl was able to run away and was not injured.

One suspect is described as a tall white man of slim build with dark hair, wearing a dark jumper. Police have asked
anyone who was in the area at the time, or who saw anything suspicious, to contact them.

Robbery in Ash Court, Epsom - police seek witnesses
Earlier in the month, Surrey Police appealed for witnesses following a robbery in Ash Court, Epsom, reported late on
Friday 9 January.

The incident is believed to have taken place between approximately 11.50pm and 11.56pm. Officers have asked
residents and motorists in the area at the time to check CCTV, doorbell or dash-cam footage and contact police if they
have information that may assist enquiries.

Police have not released further public details about the victim or property taken.

Missing child appeal cancelled after positive outcome

Surrey Police also confirmed this month that a 13-year-old girl reported missing from Epsom was later found safe
and well, and that an earlier public appeal was stood down.

Community engagement - ‘Meet the Beat’ sessions

Throughout January, Surrey Police neighbourhood teams held a series of “Meet the Beat” drop-in sessions across Epsom
and Ewell.

The sessions allowed residents to speak directly with local officers about issues such as antisocial behaviour, shoplifting,
speeding and general community safety concerns. Locations included areas such as Epsom town centre, Waterloo Road,
Long Grove and local shopping parades.

Further sessions are scheduled into February.

Local policing priorities

Surrey Police have continued to highlight neighbourhood priorities for Epsom and Ewell, including action against
antisocial use of motorbikes and e-bikes, and a zero-tolerance approach to retail crime in the town centre.
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Police say this includes targeted patrols, enforcement activity and work with local businesses and CCTV operators.

How to contact Surrey Police

* In an emergency (immediate danger or a crime in progress): call 999
* Non-emergency matters: call 101
* Online reporting and advice: use the Surrey Police website reporting tools

= Crimestoppers (anonymous information): 0800 555 111

Residents are encouraged to report concerns, suspicious behaviour or relevant information promptly to assist local
policing and community safety.

Sam Jones - Reporter

The New Year view from Westminster

8 February 2026

From Epsom and Ewell Member for Parliament - Helen Maguire

The new year often brings a quieter moment. A chance to take stock once the noise and festive chaos of December fades.
This year, that moment felt especially important to me.

Politics in Britain feels deeply unsettled right now, and the wider world even more so. One day brings news of geopolitical
relationships breaking down in violent and inhumane acts; the next, warnings of democratic fragility from our neighbours
across the Atlantic. It can all feel relentless. I don’t blame anyone who feels disillusioned, or let down by establishments
and leaders that are meant to provide stability and reassurance. I feel that frustration myself at times.

When that sense of turbulence sets in, I remind myself where my focus belongs. My responsibilities are not abstract; they
are here. My priorities and primary interest are with the people of Epsom and Ewell, my community. That clarity matters.
It keeps my work grounded, and it shapes what my work in Westminster will be this year.

One tangible example of that focus is recent progress on the issue of pavement parking. Residents have raised this issue
with me consistently since before my election in July 2024, and for good reason. Obstructed pavements are not just a
minor inconvenience; they affect people’s safety. Parents with pushchairs, wheelchair users, people with visual
impairments, and older residents are often the ones forced into the road just to get by.

After sustained campaigning, both locally and in Parliament, we are finally going to see meaningful change. This month,
the Government gave councils new powers to tackle problematic pavement parking. What this means is that councils, not
the police, can act where pavements are clearly blocked or unsafe, without long, street-by-street processes every time.
Here’s what it doesn’t mean: this is not a blanket ban. Councils can still allow exemptions on narrow or busy residential
streets where pavement parking is genuinely needed.

This is an important change that puts safety and accessibility first. I'm proud of this progress, not just for the outcome,
but for what it represents: local voices being heard and practical problems taken seriously. I was pleased to receive
recognition of my campaigning in a letter from Lilian Greenwood MP, the Minister for Local Transport, announcing the
changes, and this year my priority will be ensuring that this change is implemented properly and consistently.

Another issue that comes up repeatedly is antisocial behaviour. This can take many forms, from vandalism and loud noise
to the misuse of shared spaces. These issues can quietly have a real impact on our community and sense of belonging.

One specific concern constituents raise with me regularly is the growing problem of illegal or unsafe e-scooter use. I hear
from parents worried that pavements or public pathways are no longer safe, and from older residents who no longer feel
confident on their quick walk to the shops. One parent described a moment where their young child was mere millimetres
from being knocked over by an e-scooter travelling far faster than it should have been, on a pathway it had no business
being on. I dread to think what kind of irreparable damage could have been done if it weren't for just a few millimetres of
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space.

When e-scooters are used responsibly and legally, they can have a place in society. But reckless riding and a lack of
coordinated enforcement create real and costly risks. Last year I worked with campaigners, police and transport partners
to push for a more cohesive, joined-up response to the problem. This isn’t about targeting young people or stifling new
technology; it’s about, as with the pavement parking issue, ensuring our public spaces are safe for everyone who uses
them.

For anyone doubting just how much devastation an electric scooter can bring to someone’s life and family, I would
encourage them to read about Jacob’s Journey, and the powerful work his mother Carly is doing as a result.

My work as Primary Care and Cancer spokesperson continues alongside my constituency campaigns, and the two remain
closely intertwined. I will continue to fight for better healthcare across the constituency, whether that is through better
access to GP appointments or timely treatment for cancer patients.

If there is a running thread through my priorities this year, it is a belief in the value of steady, practical action that is
tangible for every single member of the Epsom and Ewell community. In the uncertain times ahead, the basics matter
more than ever: safe streets, responsive public services, and a more affordable cost of living. I will continue to work hard
delivering this for our constituency.

Helen Maguire MP

Sutton & Epsom beaten by Gravesend as yellow card
proves decisive

8 February 2026

Sutton and Epsom RFC v Gravesend Saturday 31st January. On an autumnal October afternoon Sutton & Epsom defeated
Gravesend 29-12 at the Rectory Field. That victory in Round 6 sent them to the summit of Regional 2 South East.
However, the current form of S&E has challenged the Podsnapian assumption of reaching the promotion play-offs. A
season that started with great expectations has fallen on hard times.

In Round 16 Sutton slipped to another defeat, 37-26, as Gravesend leapfrogged them in the table to seventh place.

Saturday’s fixture gave a debut to Tom Williams in the Number 9 shirt and he became the fifth starting scrum-half of the
campaign. The returning Huie joined Duey on the bench but sadly a Louis could not be found. Recently gales, galoshes
and gamps have been in vogue but the weather was blessedly more benign. Having been denied league action the
previous weekend, the crowd were abuzz with anticipation as Gravesend kicked off the match.

It was an inauspicious start for the hosts as they immediately conceded a penalty and faced a Gravesend line-out five
metres from their line with barely a minute on the clock. The initial drive was halted but another penalty followed. Despite
stoic defence, the Kent team scored through the forwards with a sense of inevitability. The challenging conversion drifted
wide as the visitors led 5-0.

From the restart indecision from Gravesend almost allowed Adam Bibby to gain possession. It was the set scrum that
raised the spirits of the Rugby Lane crowd. From the opposition put-in, the home pack sent the Rectory Field forwards
into disarray. A quick tap penalty and a kick ahead by Tom Lennard nestled a yard from the line and Adam Bibby dragged
the defender over for a five-metre scrum.

Sutton won the ball but fine defence halted Bunting and then Lennie. The visitors had relief of sorts with their put-in
under their posts, but the Black & White pack turned them over again. A snipe by Tom Williams was followed by Ewan
McTaggart stretching out to score. Freddy Bunting added the easy conversion as S&E took a 7-5 lead after a dozen
minutes.

If the Sutton scrum was excellence personified, the line-out was at the other end of the spectrum as the match entered a
déja vu phase. S&E line-out lost, Gravesend kick, and Kyren Ghumra ran it back to great effect. After two episodes of this
entertaining drama, conveniently aired on either side of the paddock near halfway, Sutton scored their second try.

Adam Bibby made a stunning break from the middle of the park and entered the opposition 22. With his centre partner
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Freddy Bunting in support, he supplied a timely pass for his captain to score. Freddy Bunting added the extras to extend
the lead to 14-5 at the end of the first quarter.

At last S&E won a line-out and it was worth the wait as the forwards drove at least 20 metres towards the line and were
unlucky to concede a penalty. A moment of butterfingers from an unnamed source thwarted the hosts’ next promising
attack as Sutton dominated the territorial battle.

Gravesend exited their half in sensational fashion. Ben Hope, playing on the wing, collected the ball near touch by his 22
and set off. Breaking tackles, brushing aside defenders and gathering speed, he scored an outstanding try in the corner.
The touchline conversion failed as the visitors narrowed the gap to 14-10.

The next significant moment was unfortunately a lengthy delay as the sawbones attended to the injured Samraj Chahal.
Gravesend lost their totemic forward, replaced by Chris Brady, the sole representative of the Brady bunch on the
afternoon as his brother had just returned from Dubai.

The Kent team responded to adversity by breaking free and going on the rampage into the Sutton half, with hooker Stan
Dadson leading the charge. The visitors ended the first half in the ascendancy as they searched for the lead. They had to
be content with a penalty, winger Josh Barnes obliging with the three points as the referee concluded the half with Sutton
narrowly ahead, 14-13.

An entertaining first period promised a second half rich in tries and tension. Freddy Bunting resumed the action with
Gravesend attacking the clubhouse end. S&E made a promising start with Adam Bibby making another superb break but
on this occasion there was no support on hand to take the glory.

Referee Hampshire had already ominously called Captain Bunting over for a chat late in the first half, foreshadowing
Sutton’s walk along the disciplinary tightrope. With nearly ten minutes of the second period played and Gravesend on the
Sutton line, the visitors were awarded a penalty. Lock Josh Glanville received a yellow card and the hosts were reduced to
14 men.

The Rectory Field men opted for the three points, Josh Barnes edging Gravesend into a 16-14 lead. The ten-minute yellow-
card period proved the turning point. Gravesend exploited their numerical advantage with admirable skill and ruthless
pragmatism.

From a scrum 30 metres from the Sutton line, Ben Kite kicked perfectly to Josh Barnes on the wing, who gathered and
sauntered in for the try. He added the conversion to stretch the lead to 23-14. A couple of minutes later fellow wing Ben
Hope added his second and Gravesend’s bonus-point try. Barnes again converted, extending the lead to 30-14. The yellow
card had cost Sutton 17 points by the time Glanville returned.

To their credit, the Black & Whites responded swiftly. The improving line-out secured possession and initiated another
relentless catch-and-drive. This time there was no intervention as hooker Sam Lennie forced his way over. Freddy Bunting
bisected the uprights to pull it back to 21-30.

Shortly after, the Rugby Lane faithful were left flummoxed by suicidal Sutton play. Nine points adrift with a quarter of an
hour to go, a long miss-pass was sent out from their own 22. Fortunately the interception was not run in under the posts,
and S&E gained relief through a penalty a few phases later. Sanity restored, the contest returned to an arm-wrestle
around halfway.

Gravesend’s fifth and final try was initiated by a superb clear-out at the ruck by prop Harry Brooker. A speculative kick
ahead found space in the S&E 22 and visiting full-back Ben Stelfox took advantage of inadequate cover to score. Barnes’
conversion made it 37-21 and took his personal tally to 17 points.

With six minutes left the contest was over and Sutton hunted the consolation of a bonus point. The Black & Whites
struggled to penetrate a robust Gravesend defence, but benefitted from the punitive side of Mr Hampshire’s nature as
yellow cards were issued in quick succession to Stan Dadson and Les Falefatu in time added on.

Playing against 13 men, Sutton accepted the invitation. From a tap penalty Eric Duey powered over for the bonus-point
try. At the final whistle, contrasting emotions were clear as Gravesend’s players, fuelled by victory, recovered quickly,
while Sutton’s men laboured under the lactic acid of defeat. Gravesend had deservedly won 37-26.

In retrospect, the yellow card that Gravesend exploited so ruthlessly put paid to Sutton’s hopes. The balance between
devil-may-care ambition and league pragmatism remains elusive. Sutton’s scrum was magnificent, the line-out
frustratingly sporadic and the defence too porous. Gravesend’s organisation and physicality blunted Sutton’s width, while
Ben Hope stood at the forefront of an impressive attacking display.

Supporters and players mingled in traditional fashion in the clubhouse, certainly not a bleak house, as the Kent side were
buoyed by a sizeable travelling support rewarded with a fine victory.

With a deferential tug to Boz from a formerly tousled forelock, one might exclaim “what the Dickens” on noting yet
another gap in the league calendar next Saturday. The season resumes on Valentine’s Day as Sutton venture to Balmoral
Avenue to face Beckenham, whom they narrowly defeated 22-19 earlier in the season at Rugby Lane.

Sutton & Epsom:

Ghumra, Symonds, Bibby, Bunting ©, Scott, Lennard, Williams, Johnson, Lennie, Boaden, McTaggart, Glanville, Tame,
Jones & Hegarty.

Reps: Howes, Duey & Huie.

Gravesend:
Stelfox, Barnes, Filmer, Sims, Hope, Kite, Warren, Brooker, Dadson, Shorter, Bird, Falefatu, Bailey, Chahal © & Money.
Reps: Alderson, Brady & Harris.

John Croysdill
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Rugby action Epsom against Gravesend credit Robin Kennedy -from a previous fixture
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