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Surrey Uni study may show way to reverse vision
loss

28 November 2025

LI

coterepptepO el
. -1 1.7 . 1. T
eoOreco

CILOL

¢/0 00 /0l6s

New computer modelling could help scientists better understand how the retina regenerates, opening the door to new
treatments for vision loss, according to a study from the University of Surrey.

The first-of-its-kind model is capable of detailing how the retina - the light-sensitive layer at the back of the eye - can
build its complex structure from just one type of stem cell, deepening our understanding of how sight develops and how
its development could inform studies of injury or disease.

Using advanced agent-based modelling, the research team have simulated key stages of retinogenesis - the process by
which identical progenitor cells diversify into the six types of neurons that make up the retina.

The model shows how simple genetic rules and subtle randomness work together to form the retina’s precise layered
architecture, a structure essential for how we see.

The paper was presented at IWWBIO 2025 and published in Lecture Notes in Computer Science (LNCS).
Cayla Harris, lead researcher from the University of Surrey’s Nature Inspired Computing and Engineering Group, said:

“The beauty of biology is that complex structures can emerge from simple rules. Our simulations show how genetically
identical cells can, through intrinsic bias and chance, self-organise into the retina’s highly ordered layers - a pattern that
underpins how we see the world.”

Using the BioDynaMo software platform, the team modelled virtual “cells” that grow, divide and make fate decisions
based on internal gene-regulation logic, mimicking biological behaviour. They tested different network designs for how
genes might interact when cells decide what kind of neuron to become.

Two particular designs - called the Reentry and Multidirectional models - reproduced real biological data most
accurately, suggesting that retinal cells may make their fate decisions through overlapping and flexible genetic pathways,
rather than a fixed sequence.

This approach could help researchers better understand not only healthy eye development but also what happens in
retinal diseases and in regenerative research exploring how stem cells might rebuild tissue.

Dr Roman Bauer, senior author on the study from the University of Surrey, added:

“Computational modelling gives us a powerful way to explore biological processes we can’t easily observe in real time. By
simulating every cell’s decision and interaction, we can test hypotheses about how tissues like the retina form - and how
to restore them when damaged.”

This research is supported by the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC).
Cayla Harris added:

“We think that our research is a step forward in linking genetics, computation and developmental biology to understand
one of the body’s most complex neural structures.”

Surrey University

Surrey to sell off property in Epsom and elsewhere
to fill budget gaps

28 November 2025
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Surrey County Council is looking to bank a major cash boost by selling off a string of properties sitting idle across the
county. The money is earmarked to help plug budget pressures and support future investment in council services.

Cabinet members gave officers the green light to pursue the sale of six unused council sites at a meeting on November 25.
Cabinet papers show the deals are expected to generate significant capital receipts, while saving taxpayers thousands
more in ongoing security and maintenance costs. The detailed sale values were kept behind closed doors in restricted
documents due to commercial sensitivity.

The properties, spread across Staines, Ewell, Tongham, Wallington, and Mickleham, include former social care and
nursery buildings, vacant houses, and small plots of land. The sales follow open marketing campaigns and recommended
offers from prospective buyers.

Properties up for sale include:

» 33 Rookery Road, Staines: Former supported living houses, now demolished, being marketed for residential
redevelopment.

= Former Fairways Day Centre, Staines: A large, partially vacant building in a flood zone that the council said
would be costly to maintain.

 Beechcroft Nursery, Ewell: An empty house and three acres of scrubland, with 11 bids received from
developers.

» Land west of Oxenden Court, Tongham: Small 0.03-hectare plot with access and contamination issues.

= 42 Little Woodcote Estate, Wallington: 3-bed house previously leased to Halsey Garton Residential Ltd, now
vacant. Sale includes surrender of the lease.

= 2 Pressforward Cottages, Mickleham: Terraced 3-bed house with a leasehold to be surrendered before sale.

Together the properties have been vacant and unused for months, in some cases years, leaving the council to pick up
costs for business rates, insurance and preventing vandalism. By selling them, the authority says it will cut those losses
and funnel the money into frontline priorities: ensuring the stable provision of services for Surrey county council and the
future unitary authorities.

Officials stress that legal checks, including anti-money-laundering safeguards, will be completed before any contracts are
signed. Cabinet is also being asked to give senior directors delegated authority to finalise the deals swiftly, avoiding
developer drop-out and market risk.

Decisions on the disposals will be made at upcoming Cabinet meetings, with the detailed sale values kept behind closed
doors for now due to commercial sensitivity.

Emily Dalton LDRS

Image: Beechcroft Nursery Reigate Road Ewell Epsom - Google maps

Tunnel vision for Heathrow’s 3rd runway?

28 November 2025

Heathrow Airport’s plan for a third runway - requiring a major re-routing and tunnelling of the M25 - has received
Government backing as the preferred option for expansion. A competing proposal for a smaller runway put forward by
Arora has been rejected. Heathrow welcomed the decision to proceed with the 3,500m runway, arguing it would deliver
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economic gains and improved passenger experience. Critics have long criticised the plan, saying it undermines climate
targets and that the motorway works risk repeating the chaos seen with the delayed A3/M25 junction upgrade, potentially
bringing parts of Surrey to regular standstills. Heathrow insists the M25 realignment would be built on adjacent land,
allowing the switch to the new carriageway to take place “in a series of carefully planned overnight operations”.

A Heathrow spokesperson said the expansion would mean “more connectivity, increased trade, improved passenger
experience and a huge economic boost for the British businesses that will help design and build it”, but added that
“further clarity” is required on regulation of the next phase. “We need definitive decisions from the CAA and Government
by mid-December so that delay to the project can be avoided and we can get on with delivering this vital project for our
customers and for the UK.” The £33 billion scheme is expected to be entirely privately funded. Around £21bn would cover
the runway works, including £1.5bn for the M25 realignment, with £12bn for new terminal infrastructure. Heathrow says
it will also invest £15bn to modernise existing facilities, including a new terminal “T5X”, an expanded Terminal 2 and
three new satellite buildings.

In 2024 the airport handled 83.9 million passengers, operating at 99% of its annual flight cap of 480,000 flights. The
expansion would lift these to 756,000 flights and around 150 million passengers. Heathrow’s plan will now inform the
review of the Airports National Policy Statement (ANPS), the framework on which the eventual planning decision will be
based. The Government said Heathrow’s proposal is the most deliverable and most likely of the options to be approved
before the next general election. The Department for Transport stressed this is not a final decision; any changes to the
ANPS will be subject to consultation and parliamentary scrutiny next year, with details such as runway length, layout and
infrastructure impacts considered throughout the review.

Transport Secretary Heidi Alexander said Heathrow is the UK’s only hub airport, supporting “trade, tourism and hundreds
of thousands of jobs”, adding that the announcement is “another important step to enable a third runway and build on
these benefits”. She said the Government is acting “swiftly and decisively” to realise the project’s potential for
passengers, businesses and the wider economy. Ministers also said the scheme must comply with legally binding climate
obligations, while balancing economic growth, as well as air quality and noise requirements. The independent Climate
Change Committee will be consulted to ensure compatibility with the UK’s net-zero framework. A planning application is
expected after the ANPS review is complete.

In a promotional video, Heathrow sought to reassure the public about the M25 works: “We understand people may be
concerned this could cause congestion or delays. Following previous consultation with National Highways we have
developed a smarter solution. We build the future right next to the present. The vast majority of construction happens off-
line. A new realigned section of the M25 is built on adjacent land while the current motorway operates as normal and the
tunnels and bridges for a new runway are constructed while minimising impact on the airport or the existing motorway.
Then in a series of carefully planned overnight operations, we make the switch. Traffic is transferred on to the new
alignment with minimal disruption. Our approach also ensures local traffic and access for surrounding communities are
kept moving with minimal disruption. This frees up the old route of the M25, creating a safe, traffic-free zone to build the
final parts of the runway. The result is an upgraded and expanded M25, with new link roads separating M4 traffic from
M25 mainline journeys, easing congestion and improving safety.”

Chris Caulfield LDRS

Heathrow shown with a third runway over the M25 (image Heathrow)
Related reports:

Conditional nod to southern rail link to Heathrow

Environment News Transport

Heathrow expansion - what it may mean for Epsom

Heathrow expansion reaction

Epsom and Ewell’s first neighbourhood plan

28 November 2025

A leafy Surrey suburb is about to make its mark for the local community. Stoneleigh and Auriol are poised to be able to
say ‘yes’ or no’ to planning developments that do not match their design plan for the neighbourhood with legal backing.

Members of Epsom & Ewell Borough Council’s (EEBC) licensing and planning policy committee gave the new local
scheme the go ahead to move to the next stage on November 25. The Stoneleigh and Auriol Neighbourhood Plan (SANP)
is the first of its kind in Surrey’s smallest borough.

“This plans’ compilation has taken an immense amount of effort by all those involved and it’s been an enormous
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undertaking,” said Cllr Tony Froud (RA Stoneleigh), part of the SANP working group. “The remarkable thing about this is
they [the residents group] have done it all on their own with just a keen interest in preserving the character of the
neighbourhood. It's an immense body of work by residents, lay people and non-professionals. Due to the costs involved, no
outside help could be sought or brought in.”

The SANP, along with some tweaks, is set to go to a public referendum in February 2026. If residents vote ‘yes’, this plan
will become law for the area. This will shape what can be built, how it looks and protect things like shops, green spaces,
housing character, and more.

If adopted, future planning applications in Stoneleigh and Auriol will be judged against the neighbourhood plan’s policies
as well as broader strategic policies.

For locals, that could mean tighter control over what gets built. This aims to preserve the area’s distinctive character,
leafy streets and sense of community, while still allowing carefully managed change. The SANP must strike a balance
between protecting what residents love and accommodating new housing and development where appropriate.

The journey has not been quick. The neighbourhood forum behind the plan took on the task over five years ago in
gathering evidence, consulting residents, drafting policies, and refining proposals.

Cllr Alex Coley (Independent Ruxley) said: “This has been a great example of what residents can do when they want to
put together really clear guidance around planning.” He told the committee that not every group of residents can put in
the amount of work, time and effort into making a neighbourhood plan rather than campaigning and protesting about
developments and planning decisions.

After the Plan was submitted to EEBC in May 2025, a six-week public consultation took place between June 20 and August
1. Eight organisations and individuals, including expert bodies, submitted comments. An independent examiner was then
appointed and delivered their report on 23 October 23, recommending the plan proceed to referendum subject to a
number of changes.

Council planners and the neighbourhood forum have now accepted all the examiner’s recommendations. The revised plan
contains 11 clear policies, setting out rules for building, design, green spaces, flood risk, transport and more.

Emily Dalton LDRS

Image: View from Newbury Gardens down to Stoneleigh Park Road. (Credit: Epsom and Ewell Borough Council
documents)

Surrey consults on next year’s budget

28 November 2025

Surrey County Council has opened a public consultation on its draft budget for 2026/27, asking residents across the
county to comment on proposals ahead of final decisions next year. Each year the council sets out how it will fund
essential local services including adult social care, children’s services, special educational needs provision, highways,
libraries, public health programmes, fire and rescue, and environmental maintenance. The authority says the coming year
presents one of its most difficult financial challenges for over a decade due to the government’s Fair Funding Review,
which will reduce Surrey’s central government grant and increase reliance on council tax and other locally-raised income.
At present, the council reports a provisional £21.3 million funding gap for 2026/27.

The Fair Funding Review is a long-anticipated national reform intended to change how Whitehall allocates money to local
authorities. Early modelling indicates that areas with strong tax bases such as Surrey will see reduced relative need-based
funding, while more deprived areas gain. Surrey has already seen its core government grant fall dramatically over the
past decade. According to publicly available Local Government Finance Settlement figures, Surrey’s Revenue Support
Grant dropped from over £130 million in 2010 to effectively £0 in recent years, leaving the council heavily dependent on
council tax, which already accounts for around 74% of its income. Rising inflation, growth in demand for adult social care
and special educational needs services, and ongoing cost pressures linked to contract inflation and staffing shortages
have compounded these challenges.

Councillor Tim Oliver, Leader of Surrey County Council, said Surrey was “facing one of the most challenging financial
periods in its history”. He added that the government’s new funding approach “has a direct impact on the services we
provide”, stressing that protecting the most critical functions remains the priority, including support for vulnerable adults,
children, and families and the infrastructure that keeps the county moving. He noted that this is the final budget to be set
before Surrey’s existing county structure is dissolved and replaced with two new unitary authorities, East Surrey Council
and West Surrey Council, from April 2027 following the government’s recent decision on local government reorganisation.
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Surrey County Council has pointed to its past record of setting balanced budgets in contrast to several authorities
nationally that have issued Section 114 “bankruptcy” notices in recent years, including Northamptonshire, Croydon,
Slough, Woking and Birmingham. However, the council’s financial resilience has been tested. The county faces one of the
largest high-needs deficits for special educational needs in the South East.

Councillor David Lewis, Cabinet Member for Finance and Resources, said that reduced government support combined
with rising costs means the authority must “plan even more carefully to ensure support reaches those who need it most”.
Adult social care, children’s services, and SEND support together account for close to two-thirds of the council’s entire
net budget. He acknowledged that residents also value “visible services” such as road maintenance, libraries, and
community spaces, emphasising the importance of public feedback in prioritising investment.

The draft budget consultation will shape the final budget papers to be published in January 2026 and submitted to Full
Council in February. Residents can view the proposals online and submit comments until 11.59pm on Sunday 4 January
2026.

Sam Jones - Reporter

Image: Surrey Budget graphic from Surrey County Council Youtube video
Related reports:

Surrey gets a sinking feeling over cost of its holes

Surrey Police tax set to rise

Surrey County Council claim funding review “unfair”.

Surrey leaders review spending review

Epsom and Ewell homeless costs set to overshoot by
£900k

28 November 2025

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council is forecasting a substantial overspend on its homelessness budget this year, as
reported to the BBC, with demand for help remaining “consistently high”.

According to figures provided by the council via the BBC, the number of people seeking assistance in the first quarter of
the 2025/26 financial year rose by 19% compared with the same period last year. The authority has already overspent by
£587,412 in the first six months and now expects the gap to widen to £895,000 by March 2026.

Local and national pressures

Councillor Clive Woodbridge (RA Ewell Village), who chairs the Community and Wellbeing Committee, told the BBC the
pressures facing the borough echoed those “found nationwide”, driven largely by the lack of affordable, permanent
housing and the continuing cost-of-living crisis.

He added that Epsom and Ewell faces its own structural challenges, including a limited supply of affordable private rented
homes, no council-owned housing stock, and a long-standing shortage of social housing.

The council’s budget for 2025/26 was set on the assumption that 70 families would be in nightly paid temporary
accommodation. However, as of 24 October, the figure had climbed to 114.

Prevention schemes and charity support

Councillor Woodbridge said the council was concentrating on homelessness prevention, expanding private sector leasing
arrangements and making greater use of rent deposit schemes. Local charities are also involved in reducing demand for
emergency housing, notably YMCA East Surrey, which provides guidance and support for people at risk of losing their
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homes.

One woman from Redhill, who spoke to the BBC, said YMCA assistance stopped her falling into homelessness after a
period of severe illness. She described how disability and post-traumatic stress disorder left her unable to work during
and after the pandemic. With rent arrears mounting and her informal support network exhausted, she feared emergency
accommodation was the next step. YMCA staff helped her with the paperwork and guided her into permanent housing.

A wider Surrey picture

Epsom and Ewell is not alone in facing escalating temporary accommodation bills. As reported by the BBC, Woking
Borough Council expects to overspend by £350,000 this year, while Waverley Borough Council has forecast a £165,000
shortfall.

The national situation is equally stark. Government statistics published earlier this year showed the number of households
in temporary accommodation in England at its highest level since records began in 1998, driven by rising private rents,
the freeze on housing benefit Local Housing Allowance rates, and continued shortages of social housing. Councils across
the South East report similar difficulties securing affordable lets for families, often at prices far above their budgets.

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council is expected to revisit its temporary accommodation strategy early in 2026 as financial
pressures continue to mount.

Sam Jones - Reporter

Image: © Copyright Evelyn Simak and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence.
Related reports:

Epsom’s homelessness crisis

What are the solutions to Epsom’s homeless crisis?

Pods off in bricks grant for Epsom homeless

Did a fair view prevail on Epsom’s modular homes for the homeless?

British Railways’ 200 year celebration train coming
to Epsom

28 November 2025

Free exhibition train to steam into Tattenham Corner

A free exhibition train celebrating 200 years of the modern railway will arrive at Tattenham Corner station next March as
part of a 60-stop national tour.

More than 40,000 people have already visited the touring train, named Inspiration, which forms a centrepiece of Railway
200, the nationwide programme marking two centuries since the opening of the Stockton and Darlington Railway in 1825.
Nine in ten visitors say they would recommend it to a friend.

What visitors can expect

Co-curated with the National Railway Museum, Inspiration explores how rail reshaped Britain and the wider world.
Displays chart key “railway firsts”, interactive engineering challenges and a rapid tour of lesser-known railway careers.
The exhibition has been praised as “brilliant”, “fascinating” and suitable for all ages.

One visitor reported: “I loved that it was interactive. I visited with people from age 18 to 85 and there was something for
everyone.” Another said even their five-year-old “absolutely loved it”.

The train will be hosted by Southern at Tattenham Corner station from 9 to 11 March 2026. Tickets are free but
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Tattenham Corner’s royal railway history

Tattenham Corner station itself has a long connection with major public events. Opened in 1901, the station was built to
provide easier rail access to the Epsom Downs racecourse, particularly for the Derby. According to local historical
accounts, the new station offered an alternative to the original Epsom Downs station, which at the time had nine
platforms and could be overwhelmed by Derby-day crowds.

It is widely understood that the creation of Tattenham Corner station was encouraged so that Queen Victoria, in the final
months of her reign, could travel to the racecourse with greater ease and avoid the congestion associated with the older,
much busier station. The new alignment brought passengers directly to the famous turn on the Downs from which the
station takes its name.

In the decades that followed, Tattenham Corner became a focal arrival point for racegoers, and extra services still run on
major racing days.

A milestone for Britain’s railways

Railway 200 marks two centuries since Stephenson’s Locomotion No. 1 steamed along the Stockton and Darlington line,
an innovation that changed global travel, encouraged mass tourism, shaped timekeeping and sped up industrial
development.

The anniversary year has already included a re-run of the original 1825 journey watched by around 100,000 people,
commemorative stamps and coins, a global “whistle-up” of more than 200 locomotives, and what organisers describe as
the world’s largest rail festival.

Angie Doll, Chief Executive of Govia Thameslink Railway, said: “Two hundred years ago the modern railway came into
existence and utterly transformed our society. Working together, we hope to educate and inspire young people in rail’s
past and future. The railway is great for the climate, and helps our local communities thrive.”

Emma Roberts, Programme Manager for Railway 200, added: “Inspiration is a fun, free and fascinating way to learn about
the past, present and future of rail. There’s something for everyone.”

Rail Minister Lord Peter Hendy called Britain “the birthplace of the modern railway” and said the touring train aims to
inspire a new generation of engineers, drivers, conductors and technicians.

The exhibition has been supported by a £250,000 National Lottery Heritage Fund grant, with Porterbrook providing the
livery for the train.

Tickets

Tickets for the Tattenham Corner visit are free but must be booked in advance.

Sam Jones - Reporter

Horsham hound Epsom’s huddle

28 November 2025

Sutton & Epsom were beaten 36-29 by Horsham Saturday 22nd November in a hard-fought and entertaining afternoon at
Rugby Lane. The fixture brought together two clubs whose paths diverged at the end of the 2022-23 season, when
Horsham were promoted and spent two seasons visiting such places as Bracknell and Bournemouth, while Sutton went
into Regional 2 South East for rebuilding. This was their first league meeting, and Horsham’s mid-table position did not
reflect their quality. Two draws and a narrow defeat to Sidcup suggested they might easily have been in the top three. The
match lived up to expectations, with the sides sharing ten tries but the visitors finishing on top.

Despite forecasts of bleak conditions, rain proved only intermittent and the wind more nuisance than defining feature.
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Early exchanges showed how hard yards would be to earn, with both sides tackling fiercely in a high-tempo contest. The
first score came after twelve minutes when Horsham failed to gather a ball on halfway. Tom Lennard broke towards the
flank and linked with Archie Fitzgerald, who released captain Freddy Bunting to score from 30 metres. The conversion
was narrowly missed but Sutton led 5-0.

By the end of the first quarter Horsham had turned the match. Scrum-half Aaron Linfield’s footwork took play into the
Sutton half, and after several phases prop Luke Standing showed impressive pace to level the scores. Minutes later a
Laurence Wise clearance was charged down and centre Tom Whittaker forced his way over. Joe Blake converted both for
a 14-5 lead.

Sutton’s positive phases were repeatedly undermined by turnovers, lineout steals and determined Horsham defence. A
rare scrum penalty for the hosts inside the 22 provided momentum and hooker Sam Lennie powered over from close
range. The conversion drifted wide, leaving Sutton 10-14 behind.

A deep restart forced Sutton back and Horsham soon attacked again. A probing kick earned them a 5-metre lineout and a
fumbled catch gave the visitors a scrum in prime position. Persistent defence was finally broken when prop Jack Osgood
crashed over, with Blake converting for 21-10. Sutton pressed in the final minutes of the half but were repeatedly
repelled. Referee Marc Fusil brought the half to a close with Horsham still 21-10 ahead.

Early in the second half Sutton’s task became harder. After five minutes Kyren Ghumra received a yellow card for a
deliberate knock-on, reducing the home side to fourteen men. Horsham capitalised immediately, kicking to the corner and
completing a bonus-point try through replacement prop Josh Earle. It gave all three Horsham front-row players a try,
though Blake missed his only kick of the day as the lead extended to 26-10.

Sutton rallied despite their disadvantage. A scrum penalty and catch-and-drive produced Lennie’s second try, though the
kick was missed. At 15-26, hopes of a comeback rose — only for those hopes to be dashed when Lennard’s clearance was
charged down by Blake, who gathered to score and convert for 33-15.

Restored to full strength, Sutton chased points and quickly secured their own bonus point. A charge-down established
field position and Lennie completed his hat-trick with a direct finish from ten metres, celebrating in Jason Robinson
fashion. Bunting added the conversion for 22-33 with fifteen minutes left. Horsham responded with a calmly taken penalty
for 36-22, leaving Sutton needing three scores for victory.

Sutton struck again in the closing stages with a powerful catch-and-drive that released the backs, allowing Ghumra to
score in the corner. Bunting converted impressively and the margin narrowed to 29-36 as the match entered added time.
A second bonus point was within reach and an equaliser not impossible, but Horsham closed out the remaining minutes to
hand Sutton their first home defeat of the season.

Horsham were worthy winners, their disciplined defence denying Sutton’s backline and proving particularly resilient
inside their own 22. Scrum-half Linfield was outstanding, dictating tempo with sharp distribution, jinking runs and
intelligent kicking. Lock Jacob Denhart disrupted Sutton’s lineout, and Blake orchestrated play with a varied running and
kicking game. Athletic and well organised, Horsham look set for a high finish.

For Sutton, Lennie’s hat-trick places him alongside Ghumra and Hegarty as players who have scored league trebles this
season yet still finished on the losing side. The scrum was again a major strength, often pushing Horsham backwards. The
loss of scrum-half Wise to a dislocated shoulder in the first half was a significant setback. Sutton showed character after
the yellow card, but the sense persisted that they were chasing the match, and they may later reflect on missed
opportunities inside the Horsham 22.

Next Saturday, 29 November, Sutton & Epsom face Canterbury II, “The Pilgrims”, whose recent run of three wins was
halted by a 33-0 defeat to Sidcup. Both teams will be keen to return to winning ways at Merton Lane.

Sutton & Epsom: O’Brien, Fitzgerald, Bibby, Bunting (c), Ghumra, Lennard, Wise, Johnson, Lennie, Mount, McTaggart,
Duey, Rea, Tame, Hegarty. Replacements: Boaden, Finney, Munford.

Horsham: Warwick, Sanders, Whittaker, Johnson, Nwachukwu, Blake, Linfield, Standing, Kilfeather, Osgood, Denhart,
Howard, Thompson, Paku, Smith. Replacements: Earle, Murphy, Grogan.

John Croysdill

Photo credit - Robin Kennedy

Epsom’s Young Performers Light Up Picturehouse
Showcase

28 November 2025
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It was an unusually busy Sunday morning at Epsom’s Picturehouse, with the main cinema hall filled to the very last seat.
It is rare to see it so full at that time of day. Jamie Bannerman, principal of PQA Epsom, moved around with calm
efficiency, directing guests, helping young performers find their places and ensuring the event ran smoothly. The
screening was completely sold out, and for good reason.

PQA - the Pauline Quirke Academy of Performing Arts - is a nationwide academy for children and teenagers aged 4 to 18.
With more than 200 academies operating across the country on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, PQA offers young people
a creative and supportive space to learn acting, singing, dancing, filmmaking and more. Around 200 students attend
weekly classes in Epsom, developing not only performance skills but also confidence, imagination and teamwork.

The showcase at Picturehouse demonstrated just how transformative these experiences can be. The audience enjoyed an
inspiring mix of short films, from musical tributes and Shakespeare recitations by remarkably young performers to
socially aware pieces exploring video-game culture, comedy sketches and musical-inspired dance routines. Each film
reflected the students’ creativity, commitment and growing self-belief.

The academy plans to stage a musical next season, so families whose children have ever shown an interest in performing
may find this the perfect moment to get involved.

PQA’s motto, “Be Yourself, Be Amazing,” captured the atmosphere of the event. It is a safe and creative environment
where every child is encouraged to shine at their own pace. As Jamie noted at the close of the showcase, the academy is
not just about red carpets or a taste of fame, although students do have those opportunities. It is about belonging, making
friends, gaining confidence and discovering one’s own voice through the arts.

The celebration concluded with medals and special achievement awards presented to students who had made notable
progress in confidence, speaking, performing and directing. At PQA, every child can become a diamond; sometimes they
simply need someone to believe in them.

Romana Sustar
Freelance Journalist

Is Epsom and Ewell ideal for remote working?

28 November 2025

When remote work is supported well, it can raise job satisfaction, reduce commuting stress and give people meaningful
control over their work life balance. However, the recent drive by some organisations to bring staff back into offices risks
reversing these gains and widening the gap between regions, according to a new study that University of Surrey
researchers contributed to as part of the R-Map project.

A new study, published in Nature’s Scientific Data, details how access to reliable internet, local services, green space and
community facilities can determine whether remote work improves quality of life or deepens inequalities. The research is
based on a survey of more than 20,000 workers from across Europe and explores how remote work is influencing
relocation patterns, wellbeing, job satisfaction, productivity, travel behaviour and the pull between urban and rural living.

The study gathered responses from people living and working remotely in Europe through a large, structured survey.
Participants were asked about their preferences, experiences and the practical realities of working away from a
traditional office. The survey was distributed across multiple languages and included workers in both rural and urban

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
9


https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/romy-sustar
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/is-epsom-and-ewell-ideal-for-remote-working
https://74n5c4m7.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1038%2Fs41597-025-05972-z/1/0102019a9ba06757-897ea782-ec59-4858-91e1-a2b89b1ea051-000000/9ISpna8CIPo82aV7axBVvobzr9s=453

= EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

Far the community, oy Ehe community. & nog-tor-proft service

3rd September 2026

ISSN 2753-2771

° L0

environments.

The study highlighted that remote work, either fully or partly i.e. hybrid work, is often associated with higher job
satisfaction and a stronger sense of personal autonomy, particularly because people can choose where and when they
work. This can support better work life balance, reduce commuting stress and create more space for family time or
personal priorities.

However, where remote work is discouraged or unsupported workers may lose these benefits. Returning to a daily
commute or living far from their workplace can limit choice, increase strain and reduce the positive local impact remote
work can bring to smaller towns and rural communities.

Dr Nikolas Thomopoulos, Principal Investigator of the study from the University of Surrey, said:

“Remote work is changing how our towns and cities function and who gets access to good and rewarding jobs. When
remote work is supported properly it can reconnect residents and tourists with their communities and boost local
economies. When it is not, it risks deepening divides. We are hopeful that this research will provide policymakers with the
clear evidence needed to shape a fairer and more sustainable future of work.”

Dr Tracy Xu, Co-Director of the Future of Work Research Centre at the University of Surrey, said:

“Our research shows that remote work can genuinely improve quality of life by giving people more choice in where and
how they live. Without strong digital access and supportive environments, remote workers can feel isolated and
overlooked. This study gives us the detail needed to understand where remote work thrives and where it needs to be
improved.”

The R-Map findings suggest that remote work can revitalise some rural or suburban areas, especially when people are
able to move away from expensive city centres in search of more space, affordability or proximity to nature.

However, the benefits are not shared equally. The study shows that access to everyday amenities such as green spaces,
grocery shops, healthcare and public transport within a short walking distance plays a key role in whether remote work
feels sustainable and supportive of wellbeing. Where these amenities are lacking, and where digital connectivity is weak,
remote workers were more likely to report feelings of isolation and difficulty maintaining work life balance. In contrast,
participants with reliable internet and access to local services reported greater satisfaction with remote work and
stronger ties to their communities.

Surrey University

Epsom Choral Society maintains its good standing

28 November 2025
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Epsom Choral Society’s performance of Dvorak’s Stabat Mater on 22 November 2025 at St Martin’s Church was an
evening defined by emotional depth, musical discipline, and an unwavering sense of communal purpose. Under the
assured direction of conductor Julian Collings, the choir and English Sinfonietta delivered a moving and meticulously
shaped reading of one of the choral repertoire’s most profound sacred works.

The church’s warm acoustic proved especially well suited to Dvorak’s expansive, reverent writing; the opening lament,
“Stabat mater dolorosa,” unfolded with a gentle solemnity that felt both intimate and monumental. The lower voices of the
choir set a somber foundation, their tone grounded and resonant, while the sopranos floated above with clarity. Collings
shaped the movement with confidence, never allowing the pacing to sag despite the movement’s extended emotional
breadth.

The quartet of soloists—Lisa Swayne (soprano), Judy Louie Brown (mezzo-soprano), John Findon (tenor), and Niall
Anderson (bass)—brought a balanced and expressive presence to the performance. Swayne’s soprano was notable for its
bright, ringing top notes, which soared effortlessly. Brown’s mezzo offered a warm, velvety counterpoint, particularly
effective in the more introspective sections, where her phrasing carried a natural, speech-like flow.

Tenor John Findon delivered a compelling and lyrical performance, bringing both tenderness and urgency to his solos. His
projection was clear, even in the church’s generous acoustic. Bass Niall Anderson provided a strong anchor, his tone rich
and reassuring—especially striking in moments where Dvorak’s writing descends into darker, more meditative territory.

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
10


https://74n5c4m7.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.r-map.eu%2F/1/0102019a9ba06757-897ea782-ec59-4858-91e1-a2b89b1ea051-000000/XHuwOtu3uCKQHna3PUj5ifOGmeY=453
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/surrey-university
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-choral-society-maintains-its-good-standing

= EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

Far the community, oy Ehe community. & nog-tor-proft service

3rd September 2026

ISSN 2753-2771

° L0

Together, the four voices blended with admirable cohesion, never overshadowing the chorus but instead weaving in and
out of the larger texture with sensitivity.

The English Sinfonietta supported the vocal forces with refinement and expressive nuance. The string section, in
particular, brought a glowing warmth to the score, highlighting Dvorak’s gift for intertwining grief with deep spiritual
hope. The woodwind solos were elegantly shaped.

Collings maintained clear and communicative direction throughout, guiding transitions with fluid movement and drawing
out the work’s emotional arc with thoughtful pacing. By the time the triumphant closing movement, “Quando corpus
morietur,” arrived, the ensemble had built a compelling narrative of suffering transformed into hope, making the final
“Amen” genuinely uplifting.

What stood out most across the performance, however, was the sense of collective commitment. Epsom Choral Society
attracted a sizeable audience despite, the inclement weather, and there was a real sense of community between the choir
and the audience.

Jane Wilkinson

Epsom gets a bit of French polish

28 November 2025

Those who were fortunate enough to be in the audience for Epsom Chamber Choir’s concert at St Martin’s Church,
Epsom, on Saturday 15 November were treated to a superb recital of French choral music. The first half comprised mainly
unaccompanied short pieces by 20th-century French composers, with one work by American composer Eric Whitacre.
From the outset the choir’s exceptional quality was evident as their exhilarating sound reverberated around the superb
acoustic of St Martin’s. Maurice Duruflé’s Quatre motets, based on plainsong melodies, were beautifully sung, conveying
every nuance of this intimate music. Whitacre’s Sainte-Chapelle, inspired by a visit to the medieval Parisian chapel,
mirrored in vivid choral writing the stunning stained-glass windows for which the building is famous, its dissonant cluster-
chords and wide dynamic range skilfully negotiated under the clear direction of conductor Jack Apperley.

The sopranos and altos were then given a chance to shine with three pieces for upper voices only. The ethereal purity of
the sopranos’ tone was especially apparent in Lili Boulanger’s Pie Jesu, accompanied by string quartet, harp and organ.
The first half concluded with Pierre Villette’s Attende Domine, composed in 1983 for Worcester Cathedral Choir. Villette’s
highly chromatic writing, with hints of Poulenc, Messiaen, Gregorian chant and jazz, presents real challenges even for
accomplished choirs, but the confident voices of Epsom Chamber Choir proved more than equal to the task, bringing the
opening half to a thrilling close.

After the interval the choir gave a moving account of Fauré’s ever-popular Requiem, accompanied by an excellent
ensemble of violin, cello, harp and organ. This reduced instrumentation lent a special intimacy to the performance, well
suited to the reflective character of much of the work, though perhaps less so for its more dynamic sections. Jack
Apperley directed sensitively throughout, and soloists Caroline Burgess, Roger Miller and Nic Ash all sang with assurance
and musicality. It is impossible to be unmoved by the ethereal beauty of Fauré’'s masterpiece, nowhere more so than in
the transcendent In Paradisum, its soaring melody and murmuring harp bringing the evening to a sublime conclusion.

John Bawden
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