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Ewell East underpass transformed by new
community mural

10 October 2025

A once grim and intimidating underpass in Ewell East has been given a striking new look thanks to a community mural
designed to tackle anti-social behaviour and instil pride in the area.

The tunnel, connecting Nescot College with Ewell East railway station, has long been identified as a hotspot for crime and
intimidation. Following reports from residents and students, the Epsom & Ewell Community Safety Partnership’s Joint
Action Group coordinated a project to reclaim the space.

Work began in September after Epsom & Ewell Borough Council successfully applied for funding from the Office of the
Police and Crime Commissioner’s Community Safety Fund. The mural was unveiled on 9 October by Surrey’s Police and
Crime Commissioner, Lisa Townsend.

The artwork was created by the street art organisation Positive Arts in collaboration with Level 1 and 2 Art & Design
students from Nescot. It draws inspiration from the college’s 70-year history, incorporating elements from old prospectus
covers, the Spirit of the Wind motif from a former college logo, a frieze from the original entrance, and images of local
flora and fauna.

Lisa Townsend said: “It’s really important to me that residents in Surrey are safe in their communities, and that they feel
safe too. The footpath between Nescot and Ewell East Station was highlighted by residents as a location of concern, and I
have discussed this issue with partners including Surrey Police, college leaders and the British Transport Police.

“The beautiful mural aims to reclaim this public space, which is used by both students and residents. Improvements to
lighting, police patrols and additional private security will also bolster community safety and crime prevention in the area.
There are seven murals within Epsom and Ewell, each of which helps to foster pride in our communities.”

Councillor Shanice Goldman, Chair of the Crime and Disorder Committee, said: “This community mural is a fantastic
example of how multiple partners can work together for the betterment of the community. It is also a valuable step
forward in combating anti-social behaviour by rejuvenating an unloved, run down part of the borough and instilling a
sense of pride and ownership of the area in the students.”

Sarah Jane Morgan, Art & Design Lecturer at Nescot, said: “It’s been an incredible learning opportunity for our talented
students to work alongside renowned artists from Positive Arts to create and bring to life a professional street art mural.
They have enjoyed painting a design that celebrates Nescot’s history and curriculum areas, and we are grateful to the
council for commissioning our students to work on this transformative project.”

Positive Arts’ director Julian Phethean added: “All of the students participated with passion and pride, eagerly embracing
new spray painting techniques and applying them effectively while working collaboratively. They demonstrated a high
level of creativity, motivation and focus throughout.”

The Epsom & Ewell Community Safety Partnership includes representatives from Epsom & Ewell Borough Council, Surrey
Police, Surrey County Council, the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner, Nescot, National Rail and other
community partners. The council’s recent programme of murals across the borough has already shown success in
reducing graffiti and improving the look and feel of public spaces.

Emily Dalton LDRS

Surrey Police And Crime Commissioner Reveal mural near Ewell East train station. (Credit: Emily Dalton/ LDRS)

Inquest into Banstead tree fall death of 12 year old

10 October 2025
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A full inquest into the death of 12-year-old Brooke Wiggins, who was crushed to death by a falling tree branch on the
Surrey and South London border last year, is set to take place next spring, as urgent questions remain over the tree’s
maintenance and safety.

The date was set following a pre-inquest review held on October 7 at South London Coroners Court, inside Croydon
Council Chambers, and overseen by Coroner Ivor Collett. The inquest will determine whether Sutton Council, Surrey
County Council, or both, bear any responsibility for the conditions that led to her death.

Brooke died on November 9 last year after a branch snapped from a tree she had been swinging on using a rope swing,
while playing with friends at Grove Place, near the junction with Carshalton Road. The scene was described as deeply
distressing, with her friends screaming for help as they waited for emergency services to arrive.

Emergency services spent over an hour trying to free her from the fallen branch, but despite efforts from residents and
rescue teams, she was pronounced dead at the scene.

The inquest will hear evidence from the police, the Health and Safety Executive, and representatives of Surrey County
Council. The council is responsible for managing the tree from which the rope swing was attached.

Arboriculture managers from Surrey will be called to give evidence on the inspection regime for the tree and whether it
met required safety standards. The hearing will aim to establish if the branch failure was preventable and whether council
maintenance processes were sufficient.

Coroner Collett noted the broader significance of the case, describing it as “an important issue for Surrey”, given that it
has the highest number of trees of any county in England, with a tree cover of 22.4%. He has also granted Surrey County
Council permission to begin ‘monolithing’ - the removal of remaining branches on the tree involved in the incident.

The coroner is considering whether the London Borough of Sutton should be named as an “interested party” in the
inquest. Interested parties are individuals, organisations or representatives with a legal interest in the death, giving them
the right to be more actively involved in the inquest than other witnesses.

Although the tree was under Surrey’s control, the branch extended over land owned by Sutton, and Brooke and her
friends are believed to have accessed the area by crossing rights of way also owned by Sutton.

The inquest will examine the cause of Brooke’s death and determine how and why the branch gave way.

Brooke’s family attended the hearing and are expected to provide a pen portrait during the inquest to honour her
memory. Coroner Collett confirmed that distressing body-worn footage from the day will not be used during the hearing,
but that audio from the 999 calls will be played as part of the evidence.

Collett acknowledged that while the potential spring date for the three-day hearing was regrettable, it was a realistic
outcome given the current backlog facing the court. Confirmation of the exact date is expected within the month.

Harrison Galliven - LDRS

Image: Brooke was killed after she was crushed by a branch in Banstead last year Credit: Google Maps

Reducing food waste nationally and in Epsom and
Ewell

10 October 2025

¥

A growing number of major UK supermarket chains are removing ‘best before’ dates from many fresh fruit and vegetable
products in an effort to reduce food waste.
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Asda, Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Marks & Spencer, Waitrose and Co-op have each begun phasing out the labels on selected
produce such as apples, potatoes, citrus and salad vegetables. The move follows guidance from the government-backed
Waste and Resources Action Programme (WRAP), which says that scrapping date labels from uncut fruit and vegetables
could prevent thousands of tonnes of perfectly edible food from being thrown away every year.

WRAP research has shown that many households confuse ‘best before’ dates, which indicate when food is at its best
quality, with ‘use by’ dates, which mark when food may no longer be safe to eat. As a result, millions of items are
discarded while still fit for consumption.

‘Use by’ dates remain compulsory on foods that pose a higher safety risk, such as meat, dairy and ready meals. These
indicate the final day on which food can be safely eaten, cooked or frozen. By contrast, ‘best before’ dates are about
quality, not safety, and appear mostly on products such as bread, rice, tins and dried goods.

Marks & Spencer has removed best before dates from about 85 per cent of its fresh produce, while Waitrose has dropped
them from nearly 500 lines. Some retailers are instead using small printed codes visible to staff for stock rotation and
freshness checks.

Food safety expert Dr Richard Anderson of High Speed Training said that while ‘use by’ dates should always be observed,
‘best before’ guidance can be treated more flexibly. “Best before dates are an indication of quality rather than safety. You
can still eat food after its best before date, but its flavour and texture may not be as good as before the date,” he said.

WRAP encourages consumers to rely more on sight, smell and touch to judge whether fruit and vegetables remain good to
eat. The organisation says there is no legal requirement in the UK to label uncut produce with a ‘best before’ date.

According to WRAP, the average UK household wastes the equivalent of eight meals a week, with 4.5 million tonnes of
edible food thrown away annually. The removal of best before dates is part of a wider drive across the food retail sector to
tackle avoidable waste and reduce environmental impact.

Some critics warn, however, that removing dates altogether may cause confusion for some shoppers or make them more
cautious, leading to continued waste. Others say the change puts greater responsibility on consumers to decide what is
still edible.

The UK government’s food waste reduction roadmap aims to halve national food waste by 2030 in line with UN
sustainability goals. Industry groups say supermarket labelling reforms are a practical step towards achieving that target.

In Surrey, FareShare Sussex & Surrey plays a key role in reconnecting surplus food with those who need it. The charity
rescues safe, in-date food from farms, retailers and producers and redistributes it to charities, community groups, food
banks, pantries and other support services. In 2024, FareShare opened a new depot in Surrey to handle more fresh,
chilled and frozen food for redistribution across the region.

Locally, Epsom & Ewell Foodbank, part of Good Company Surrey and the Trussell Trust network, distributed almost 8,000
emergency food parcels last year to people in crisis. The network serves Epsom, Ewell, Banstead, Leatherhead and
Tadworth through a voucher referral system and provides three days of nutritionally balanced food to those referred. It
operates from local church halls and community centres, with donation points in major supermarkets and strong support
from volunteers.

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council also promotes “Help with Food” schemes, directing residents to emergency support and
a community pantry in Epsom that offers fresh fruit, vegetables and store cupboard items for a small weekly subscription.

Jonathan Lees, Good Company’s Managing Director and Founder told the Epsom and Ewell Times: ‘At Good Company,
both our food provision projects, Foodbanks and Pantries, are very grateful for the food surplus we receive from local
supermarkets. These donations ensure there is variety in our offer and are a very welcome addition to the ambient food
donations. We offer the food on a help yourself basis to people that use our projects ensuring that there is some for all. If
dates were removed, then we would need to look at how we used the food under appropriate guidance and of course less
waste would mean we could have less to offer people in need.’

As supermarkets adapt their labelling to cut national food waste, the efforts of local redistribution organisations such as
FareShare Sussex & Surrey and Epsom & Ewell Foodbank remain vital in ensuring surplus food finds its way to those who
need it most.

Sam Jones - Reporter

Image courtesy High Speed Training

Three new schemes to help Surrey residents save
energy and cut costs

10 October 2025
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Surrey County Council is launching three new schemes to help residents make their homes warmer, greener, and more
affordable to run.

With over 300,000 homes in Surrey energy rated D or worse, many properties are poorly insulated, expensive to heat, and
at risk of damp and mould. Improving energy efficiency is a key step in supporting residents and progressing towards
Surrey’s ambition of becoming a net zero county by 2050.

Three ways Surrey residents can take action:
Home Energy Improvement One-Stop Shop

In partnership with energy specialists Furbnow, Surrey County Council is offering a comprehensive retrofit support
service. Homeowners can access expert guidance through a three-stage journey: a home energy plan, design support, and
project management. Recommended retrofit measures may include insulation, solar panels, draught-proofing, ventilation
upgrades, and heat pumps. Eligible Surrey households may access up to 20% off a Home Energy Plan and 30% off design
and project management services.

Registration is free and without obligation. Visit the Furbnow website to learn more.
Switch Together: Air Source Heat Pumps

Through the council’s group-buying scheme, Switch Together, residents can upgrade to a highly efficient air source heat
pump at a competitive rate. Each household receives a tailored quote and may be eligible for up to £7,500 in government
funding via the Boiler Upgrade Scheme.

Residents can find out more and register on the Switch Together Surrey website. Registration is open until 31 October
2025.

Big Community Switch

This free group-buying scheme helps residents find competitive energy tariffs with trusted suppliers, including 100%
renewable electricity as standard. Participants receive a personalised energy offer based on their usage and household
needs, making it easier to compare and switch without the hassle.

To apply for this scheme, visit the Big Community Switch webpage. Registration is open until 31 October 2025.

Marisa Heath, Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for Environment, said: “We know many households are
interested in how to make their homes more comfortable, healthier, affordable-to-run and future-ready, and these tailored
schemes are designed to make it easier to take action. Whether you’re looking to improve insulation, switch to a heat
pump, or find a better energy tariff, there’s support available - and no pressure to commit. I'd really encourage residents
to explore all three options and register their interest. It’s a simple step that could make a big difference, and it helps us
move closer to becoming a net zero council and county by 2050.”

For more information on all three schemes and other energy offerings visit our home energy saving support for
residents page.

Surrey County Council

@

SUEREY

“Outstanding” rating for Worcester Park based
carers
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Trinity Homecare Group is delighted to announce that its Worcester Park-based visiting care service has been awarded an
‘Outstanding’ rating by the Care Quality Commission (CQC) following a recent inspection.

The CQC awarded the service Outstanding in four of the five key areas - Well-led, Caring, Effective and Responsive -
placing it among a tiny handful of homecare providers nationally to achieve this level of recognition.

A service at the heart of the community

Inspectors praised the service for being “exceptionally personalised and kind,” with carers and managers going above and
beyond to support local people in their daily lives. The Worcester Park branch provides visiting care to individuals and
families across Surrey, including communities in Cobham, Walton, Weybridge, Byfleet, Addlestone, Epsom, Banstead,
Kingston, Tadworth, Ashtead, Leatherhead, New Malden, Surbiton, Thames Ditton, Molesey and Chessington.

Highlights from the inspection report included:
= Helping clients maintain independence, with flexible support tailored around their daily routines.

= Supporting people to enjoy life’s small but meaningful moments - from feeding ducks and gardening, to
celebrating birthdays.

» Spotting health needs early and working with families and local professionals to ensure the right support is in
place.

» Embracing new technology and creative initiatives such as Stories for Life, enabling people to capture their
personal history and strengthen family connections.

Celebrating local carers

“Families in our local communities trust us not just to provide safe care, but to make every day more meaningful,”
said Carla Gama, Director of Operations at Trinity Homecare Group.

“That is thanks to the incredible work of our carers here in Worcester Park and across Surrey. They bring compassion,
kindness and professionalism into people’s homes every single day, and this Outstanding rating is truly theirs to
celebrate.”

Summer Smith, Registered Branch Manager at Worcester Park, added:

“I am so proud of our team here. Every carer and support staff member goes above and beyond to make sure people feel
safe, valued and cared for in the way they want. This rating reflects their dedication and the strong relationships they
build with clients and families in our local communities.”

About Trinity Homecare Group

Trinity Homecare Group is one of the UK’s leading providers of live-in and visiting homecare, supporting people to live
independently and safely in the comfort of their own homes. With over 25 years of experience and a growing national
footprint, Trinity continues to set the standard for high-quality, person-centred care.

The Group includes a family of trusted brands: Trinity Homecare, Country Cousins and Patricia White’s - together
spanning fully managed, regulated live-in and visiting care, as well as introductory agency live-in and visiting care
services across the UK.

Learn more or view the full CQC report: www.trinityhomecare.co.uk

[Copy prepared by Trinity Home Care.]

Surrey Uni to open in India after UK PM'’s visit

10 October 2025

Surrey joins new UK Universities in India Alliance while on UK trade mission to India

The UK’s universities can be a “skills and research accelerator” for the potential of the strengthening UK-India trade
partnership, which was the focus of Sir Keir Starmer’s trade mission this week. This is according to Professor Stephen
Jarvis, newly appointed President and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Surrey - and a participant in the trade
mission.
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On his return from India, where the multi-sector delegation met with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Professor Jarvis
highlighted the strong fit of the University of Surrey’s ‘purpose-driven’ approach to education and research, and the
importance of the new Universities in India Alliance, which Surrey was proud to become a founder member of during the
trip.

During the visit, the University of Surrey was presented with approval in principle from IFSCA (International Financial
Services Centres Authority) to proceed with opening a new International Branch Campus at GIFT City, in Ahmedabad,
Gujarat State.

On the trip, the University also celebrated its network of research and education partnerships with Indian universities -
including its partnership with the Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru (IISc) - which will see both institutions partner to
drive research and innovation in semiconductor chip design and medical research, with a particular focus on human
health and veterinary medicine.

Professor Stephen Jarvis said:

“I was honoured to be invited to join the Prime Minister on his visit to India to celebrate the enormous potential for UK
higher education to partner and collaborate in India to drive international skills development and research to solve global
challenges. India is an economic and skills superpower - it has its own thriving higher education sector, but also
recognises the value that Britain’s globally recognised higher education sector can bring to meeting the extraordinary
growth in demand for quality education in India.

“As we move towards opening our new campus in GIFT City, we’'re delighted to have been invited to become founding
members of the nine-strong UK Universities in India Alliance. Education is an immensely important export industry for the
UK, and Surrey is proud to be standing shoulder to shoulder with our fellow universities, bringing our own unique brand
of purposeful education, as we seek to expand the potential for higher education to be a skills and research
accelerator, benefitting both the UK and Indian economies.”

Alison Barrett MBE, Country Director India, British Council, said:

“Congratulations to the University of Surrey on receiving approval in principle from IFSCA (International Financial
Services Centres Authority) to establish its International Branch Campus in GIFT City, Ahmedabad, India. This reflects the
UK’s commitment to accessible, innovative, and inclusive education, but also demonstrates the positive impact of the
National Education Policy 2020. Aligned with the shared ambition outlined in the India-UK Vision 2035, bringing Surrey’s
expertise to India will create exciting new opportunities for students and equip them with the skills needed to thrive in the
future.”

Surrey University

Image: 09/10/2025. Mumbai, India. Prime Minister Keir Starmer meets Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi for a
bilateral meeting at the Raj Bhavan. Picture by Simon Dawson / No 10 Downing Street

Historic Surrey Hills mansion saved from falling
into “rack and ruin”

10 October 2025

An additional 27 homes will be built at an abandoned Surrey Hills mansion and stables to stop the heritage buildings
falling into “rack and ruin”. In February 2023, Mole Valley District Council approved the creation of Audley Headley
Court, a 112-home retirement community at the historic site. Now, following the October 1 meeting of the council’s
development committee, the extra units will be added to the green belt land to make the project financially viable to the
developers.

The plans were passed without objection from councillors who were echoing residents’ desire to see the old site returned
to use and for its much-loved garden spaces to be opened to the public. David Preedy of Headley Parish Council said:
“Headley Court is critical to our community both in terms of its history and the impact on the village.” He admitted the
extra homes were not without controversy but that the parish backed the plans to put an end to the “years of disruption
and significant decay to the heritage of our village and the gardens and the heritage buildings”.
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The mansion house has been vacant since the departure of the Ministry of Defence, with the Jubilee Complex gardens
used by the NHS and Surrey County Council during the pandemic. The estate has also been used to support Help for
Heroes, those who fought in the Afghanistan war and more recently the NHS throughout the pandemic.

Developers said the refurbishment and reuse of listed mansion houses and stables, alongside sensitive reinstatement of
the extensive grounds, will make much of the land publicly accessible for the first time. It would also help meet the need
for specialist housing for older people as well as bring social and community benefits, the meeting heard.

The applicant’s agent said: “It has received no objections from the local community with whom we have engaged
extensively since our first involvement with the site back in early 2022. We will continue to ingratiate ourselves into the
local community as we have done elsewhere and bring the site back to its former glory.”

Councillor Roger Adams (Liberal Democrat, Bookham West) said: “This is a historic site and it would be a great shame to
see it fall into rack and ruin.” He added: “It was a pity that green belt land must be taken but on the other hand if it must
be taken to preserve the whole site and improve the whole site, then so be it.”

Chris Caulfield LDRS

Headley Court. Credit Angle Property.
Related report:

14 against 59 = 70? Dilemma for Headley

Not MPs’ expenses again!?

10 October 2025
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Some Surrey MPs have racked up thousands of pounds in hotel stays or London rent, despite their constituencies being
within commuting distance of Westminster.

The rules allow MPs who live outside London to rent a property or book hotels if late-night votes or early starts make the
journey “unreasonable”. Hotel bills are capped at £230 a night in London. But many Surrey residents might see the
distances involved as a “normal” daily commute.

According to the Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA), Zoe Franklin (Liberal Democrat), MP for
Guildford, has claimed £3,919.42 for 18 nights in London hotels between September 2024 and April 2025 - roughly two
stays a month. Dr Al Pinkerton (Liberal Democrat), MP for Surrey Heath, has claimed £4,543 for 22 hotel stays in the
same period, including a four-night stint last October costing £780 and five separate nights this April. Will Forster
(Liberal Democrat), MP for Woking, spent £367.84 on a two-night stay in February after returning from a parliamentary
trip to Ukraine.

Meanwhile, some of their Conservative colleagues have other arrangements. Greg Stafford (Conservative), MP for
Farnham and Bordon, has reportedly spent £9,592.52 on accommodation over five months, including nearly £8,000 to rent
a London property between November 2024 and March 2025, excluding council tax and utility bills. Travelling from Mr
Stafford’s constituency office in Farnham and Bordon takes on average 1 hour 25 minutes by car or 1 hour 50 minutes by
train. Mr Stafford has been approached for comment.

Under IPSA rules, MPs can claim expenses for renting or staying in London when parliamentary business requires it. Up
to £31,800 a year is available for MPs’ accommodation budgets in such cases.

Other Surrey MPs take a different approach. Jeremy Hunt (Conservative), MP for Godalming and Ash, owns a London
property, while Claire Coutinho (Conservative), MP for East Surrey (Tandridge area), has her own London flat. Neither
claims rent or hotel expenses.

A spokesperson for Zoe Franklin said: “Zoe has stayed in overnight accommodation in London after late night sittings in
Parliament. This is in line with IPSA guidance. Zoe will continue to focus on working hard and delivering for the people of
Guildford constituency.”

A spokesperson for Will Forster said: “Will stayed in a London hotel for two nights in February 2025 following his return
from Ukraine as part of a parliamentary delegation to mark the third anniversary of the Russian invasion. Debate in the
Commons on the following day extended late into the evening.”
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A spokesperson for Dr Al Pinkerton said: “As Surrey Heath is classed as an out-of-London constituency, Dr Pinkerton is
entitled under IPSA rules to claim accommodation costs in London when parliamentary duties require it. Rather than
renting a permanent flat, he has chosen to use hotel accommodation on an occasional basis - for example, when late-night
votes or early morning meetings make commuting impractical. This approach provides flexibility and ensures costs remain
within IPSA’s set limits. It also enables Dr Pinkerton to maximise his effectiveness as Surrey Heath’s representative by
being present and fully engaged in parliamentary business while avoiding unnecessary expenditure.”

Emily Dalton LDRS

From top left going clockwise:
1. Zoe Franklin (Liberal Democrat, Guildford)
2. Dr Al Pinkerton (Liberal Democrat, Surrey Heath)
3. Greg Stafford (Conservative, Farnham and Bordon)

4. Will Forster (Liberal Democrat, Woking)

Photos from UK Parliament

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council reveals scale of
vacancies and agency costs

10 October 2025

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council is currently carrying 56 vacant posts, according to figures released under the Freedom
of Information Act. The disclosure sheds light on the staffing challenges facing the Borough at a time when discussions
continue over local government reorganisation (LGR) across Surrey.

The Council confirmed that five senior officers have left since April 2022, with all but two of those positions permanently
replaced. Two roles were deleted as part of an internal reorganisation.

Despite the vacancies, the Council reported no “vacancy savings” for the current financial year. In previous years,
however, unfilled posts generated savings of £286,000 in 2023/24 and £340,000 in 2022/23.

EEBC’s expenditure on agency, consultant and temporary staff remains significant, totalling £1.47 million so far in
2024/25, following £1.76 million in 2023/24 and £1.89 million in 2022/23.

The figures show that Operational Services consistently account for the largest share of agency spending — around
£985,000 this year — followed by Property Management (£181,000) and Venues (£130,000). Other notable areas of
spending include Community Services, Environmental Health, Finance and HR.

No senior management posts are currently filled by consultants or agency staff. The Council also said it holds no internal
reports identifying recruitment difficulties or pressures linked to potential LGR changes, and no shared service
arrangements have been entered into as a result of staffing shortages.

While EEBC stated it aims to operate “as an open, transparent authority”, the figures highlight the extent to which local
authorities are relying on temporary staffing amid wider uncertainty over Surrey’s local government future.

Sam Jones - Reporter
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Poll points to further Conservative decline in Surrey

10 October 2025

Reform UK is in line to win its first Surrey seat, according to a major YouGov poll. The survey of 13,000 people’s voting
intentions suggests three Surrey MPs would lose their jobs with the Liberal Democrats being the largest beneficiaries in
the county - if a General Election was called today.

Nationally, the polls say the United Kingdom is headed for another hung parliament with Reform, the Nigel Farage led
party that succeeded UKIP after Brexit, emerging as the largest party. In Surrey voters are leaning a different way.

The three Surrey seats that would switch allegiance would be Spelthorne, Farnham and Bordon, and Godalming and Ash.
All three seats are currently held by the Conservatives with Lincoln Jopp, Greg Stafford and Jeremy Hunt projected to lose
their jobs as the Tories crumple to just 45 MPs.

Projected to take their places would be two Liberal Democrats and Surrey’s first Reform MP. If the voting patterns held
true Dorking and Horley, Woking, Guildford, Esher and Walton, Godalming and Ash, Epsom and Ewell, Surrey Heath, and
Farnham and Bordon, would all go to the Liberal Democrats to give them eight MPs.

The Conservatives would hold East Surrey, Reigate, Runnymede and Weybridge, and Windsor, to give them four MPs.
While Reform UK with 27 per cent is expected to edge out the Conservatives on 25 per cent and the Liberal Democrats on
20 per cent to win Spelthorne.

Nationally YouGov’s seat-by-seat analysis indicates Reform UK would secure 311 seats in the Commons, short of the 326
required to demand a majority but far and away the largest party - and 306 MPs more than it currently has. The poll has
Labour dropping from its 411 landslide victory in 2024 to 144 with the Lib Dems on 78 and the Conservatives which had
been in Government for 14 years prior before losing last year would slip to 45 seats.

YouGov says its seat projections come with uncertainty and that volatility is now the norm in British electoral politics.
They say Reform UK would win at least 82 seats by less than five percentage points and that there was a possibility it
could lose them all, leaving the party well short of a parliamentary majority rather than within touching distance.

Chris Caulfield LDRS

Businesses get £2 million boost in Surrey

10 October 2025

An economic boost worth millions, scores of new jobs and hundreds of local opportunities will be delivered thanks to
funding awarded to dozens of businesses by Surrey County Council.

From vineyards and biotech to manufacturing and Al firms, a diverse range of organisations from across the county have
been awarded grants in the first round of the Surrey Economic Growth Fund.

The scheme, launched by the council in April, brings together pooled funding streams including the government’s UK
Shared Prosperity Fund and Rural England Prosperity Fund. Following a highly competitive process, close to £2 million
has been awarded to dozens of recipients, unlocking significant match funding and private investment.

The successful bids are collectively estimated to grow Surrey’s economy by £9 million, create or safeguard 300 jobs and
bring 1,350 residents into employment.

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
9


https://epsomandewelltimes.com/poll-points-to-further-conservative-decline-in-surrey
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/chris-caulfield
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/businesses-get-2-million-boost-in-surrey

= EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

rFar the comemranity, by the community. A not-tar-proft serace

3rd September 2026

ISSN 2753-2771

(0] @
Local firms supported

Among those receiving funding is Aero Sensor, a technology firm at Dunsfold Industrial Park in Cranleigh, led by former
F1 engineer Dr Barney Garrod. The company is one of only three globally developing new aerodynamic measurement
probes for automotive and aerospace applications.

The grant will support the creation of a new wind tunnel facility to test its designs, creating highly skilled jobs in the
process.

Dr Garrod said:

“The grant enabled us to fully kit out the wind tunnel with the tools and instruments we need. We’ll also be hiring new
staff and technicians. Having our own wind tunnel means we can halve our turnaround time and massively accelerate our
development. It’s moved the business forward by about a year.”

Other successful bids include Woodlark Nurseries in Hersham, which is creating a new horticultural facility, while Upper
Birtley Farm Partnership near Bramley will establish a premium glamping and outdoor education site in the Surrey Hills.

In Godalming, Sammi-Select will develop a ‘practice interview’ tool adapted from an AI platform to support marginalised
jobseekers such as young people not in education or training and those who are digitally excluded.

County-wide initiatives

There are county-wide projects too, including the Surrey Venture Studio scheme, a collaboration between Surrey’s three
universities to support start-ups, and Source in Surrey, led by the county’s Chambers of Commerce, encouraging larger
businesses to ‘buy local’.

Both are expected to complement existing work through the council’s Business Surrey initiative.

Councillor Matt Furniss, Cabinet Member for Highways, Transport and Economic Growth, said:
“The new Economic Growth Fund has generated a huge level of interest from across Surrey, demonstrating the real
appetite from our amazing business community to drive innovation, growth and job creation in our county.

“Round one was highly competitive and we’ve only supported the highest quality bids which fully met the criteria. This
ensures every pound invested delivers genuine growth, meaningful jobs and positive outcomes for Surrey’s communities.

“Our ambition is to position Surrey—which already contributes £50 billion to UK plc every year—as one of the UK’s
leading regional economies, and this fund is one of the ways we're building the foundations to achieve that.”

Next round

Round Two of the Surrey Economic Growth Fund is due to launch in October, focusing on Business Growth Grants.
Applicants can expect a streamlined, one-stage process supported by a guidance handbook.

For full details visit: businesssurrey.co.uk/innovate/economic-growth-fund

Epsom and Ewell Times reporter adds Epsom winner Lesh Wear (or Lesh), is a maternity and nursing wear company
focused on creating comfortable, leak-proof products for mothers, such as their FREEFLO nursing bra, aiming to reduce
the use of disposable breast pads. The company, also known as Lesh Wear Ltd, was incorporated in March 2022 and is
headquartered in Epsom, Surrey, with the primary goal of making the breastfeeding journey easier.

Recipients of Round One funding

A total of £1,979,982 has been awarded to the following organisations:

= Dorking Distillery, Dorking

Halt Glass, Guildford

Emilia JH, Reigate

= Sammi-Select, Godalming

= Molecular Medical, Guildford

= Bonovate, Camberley

= Woven Bio, Woking

= Streetwise Technology

= The Good Bacteria Company, Farnham
= UKIOT, Weybridge

= Lesh Wear, Epsom
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» Woodlark Nurseries, Hersham

= Aero Sensor, Dunsfold

» Rhizo PTX, Guildford

= Cambertronics, Cranleigh

= Misty Moon Cider, Farnham

= DIREK, Guildford

= Tiontech, Guildford

= Raw Honey Distillery, Fetcham

= Whitespace Work Software, Godalming

= LenzIQ, Horley

= GT Joinery, Molesey

= Source in Surrey (via Surrey Chambers of Commerce)
= Surrey Venture Studio

= Surrey Innovation Board (via the University of Surrey)
» Blakes Lane Farm, Guildford

= Upper Birtley Farm Partnership

= Ivelle Farm, Waverley

Image: Matt Furniss, Exec Member for Growth, with Barney Garrood of Aerosensor

Surrey County Council
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Get paid for falling over in Surrey study

10 October 2025

With 219,000 fall-related emergency hospital admissions among people aged 65 and over in England in 2023/24, a new
trial at the University of Surrey is exploring how smart flooring could help prevent serious injuries by cushioning falls -
potentially easing pressure on the NHS and reshaping the design of hospitals, care homes and even private homes.

In the ongoing study, participants wear reflective body markers that are tracked by infrared cameras, allowing
researchers to measure how different floor materials - ranging from soft to hard - affect a person’s balance, movement
and stability. The findings will form the foundation for designing new protective flooring that looks and feels like a regular
surface but can absorb the impact of a fall.

The team is currently seeking healthy adult volunteers of all ages, particularly those aged 65 and over, to participate in
the trial.

Silas Purja, Postgraduate Researcher at the University of Surrey’s School of Engineering and lead researcher in the trial,
said:

“Every year in the UK, hundreds of thousands of older adults experience a fall - many of which lead to lengthy hospital
stays and, tragically, some fatalities. Government figures show that unaddressed fall hazards in the home alone cost the
NHS in England around £435 million annually, while fragility fractures - often caused by falls - cost the UK an estimated
£4.4 billion each year, including £1.1 billion in social care. To help ease pressure on the health service and protect lives,
we’re investigating how different flooring types affect balance - with the goal of supporting the design of safer, smarter
surfaces in various settings.”

The current phase of the study involves testing different age groups on their ability to stand and walk on various floor
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conditions in a controlled indoor environment at the University. Researchers can then analyse how different levels of
stiffness affect participants’ natural balance.

The long-term vision is a flooring system that remains firm during normal use but softens when someone falls - reducing
the risk of broken bones or head injuries. From the outside, it would resemble standard synthetic tiles or rubber flooring,
but with smart materials and systems hidden beneath. As the technology matures, the flooring could eventually be rolled
out in hospitals, care homes and private homes where older people are most at risk.

Dr Iman Mohagheghian, Associate Professor (Reader) in Mechanics of Materials at the University of Surrey and Principal
Investigator on the project, said:

“Trials like this are crucial for determining age-related differences in balance and movement, and how those differences
interact with the surfaces we walk on every day. Volunteers who take part will play an important role in helping us design
safer, more supportive environments, and their contributions could ultimately help prevent life-altering injuries. If you
would like to be part of our research, we’d love to hear from you.”

The study is part of the wider Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC)-funded
project Multifunctional Flooring: Design for Independent Living, led by Dr Iman Mohagheghian. The project brings
together an interdisciplinary team of researchers, including Dr Matthew Oldfield and Dr Radu Sporea from the University
of Surrey, and Dr Amy Drahota from the University of Portsmouth.

The team is working closely with commercial partners and manufacturers of flooring for healthcare settings and advanced
sensor and touch technologies. Together they aim to develop an integrated flooring solution that provides passive fall
prevention, real-time fall detection and impact protection in one.

Participants will receive a £10 expenses payment for their time along with free parking at the University. To register your
interest or find out more, contact Silas directly at s.purja@surrey.ac.uk.

Surrey University
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