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Some election detail on the new Surrey Councils

Election dates in Surrey, and how the seats will be split in the two new mega councils, have been confirmed as more details
emerge of how everything will work following the Government’s local government reorganisation announcement. The Ministry of
Housing, Communities and Local Government wrote to council bosses across Surrey laying out the roadmap to how and when the
old authorities will be abolished. Councils will be sent a draft structural change order with a November 7 deadline to give their
feedback. From there, parliament will scrutinise the plans in early January before the formal creation of East Surrey Council and
West Surrey Council - and the abolishment of the existing authorities. Elections for the new councils will take place in May 2026
in order to create shadow bodies that will sit alongside the outgoing system. Those elected will be responsible for budgets and
long term planning before formally taking over local government functions and powers on April 1 2027.

The new councils will run under a leader and cabinet model, as is currently the case with Surrey County Council. The outgoing
councils will remain responsible for services in their areas until they are abolished on April 1 2027. It is understood wards in the
new mega councils will follow the current county boundaries - having only recently undergone an electoral boundary review. The
major difference will be that each ward will have two councillors representing their areas rather than the current one. Elections
will be overseen by the head of paid service of Reigate and Banstead Borough Council for East Surrey Council, and the head of
paid service of Runnymede Borough Council for West Surrey.

The ministry has said it wants the first elections to carry a five-year term and is scheduling the second ballots for 2031. After this
it will revert to a standard four-year cycle. Writing to Surrey councils’ chief executive, Ruth Miller, deputy director for local
government reform and strategy, said: “This is in line with recent reorganisations and brings benefits of stability, with councillors
serving most of their first year on the ‘shadow’ council. From your representations that means the election cycle will align with
the majority of elections to parish councils. Where that is not the case, we can, in further legislation, look to align parish elections
with the 2031 election, and we will be guided by your views.”

Any Parish council elections are expected to take place as normal in 2027. During the shadow year, the new councils will be
expected to prepare and submit a devolution proposal or consent to a government plan, to progress the work for a Strategic
Authority.

Chris Caulfield LDRS

Related reports:

Epsom and Ewell to Go East in Surrey shake-up

Surrey County Council LGR leaflet misleading claim

LGR and CGR, what’s the difference for Epsom and Ewell?

No release from LGR releases

Where do we stand on local government reorganisation in Epsom and Ewell and the County?
New Epsom and Ewell Parish? Cherish or perish the thought?

Many more.... search local government reorganisation

Image: Scout outside a polling station Molesey (image: Chris Caulfield)

Epsom and Ewell to Go East in Surrey shake-up

The Government has confirmed plans to abolish Surrey’s two-tier system of local government and replace it with two single-tier
unitary councils — East Surrey and West Surrey — in what is being described as the biggest reform of local administration in the
county for half a century.

A letter from the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, Steve Reed MP, sent to Surrey’s council leaders
on 28 October 2025, confirmed the decision to proceed with the two-unitary model, subject to Parliamentary approval. The
change will dissolve Surrey County Council and its eleven borough and district councils, creating two large authorities
responsible for all local services.
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Under the plan, Epsom & Ewell will join Elmbridge, Mole Valley, Reigate and Banstead, and Tandridge to form the new East
Surrey Unitary Authority. The remainder of the county — Guildford, Runnymede, Spelthorne, Surrey Heath, Waverley and Woking
— will form West Surrey. Each authority will be responsible for everything from waste and planning to adult social care, highways
and schools.

Elections for the new shadow councils are expected in May 2026, with the new authorities assuming full powers from 1 April
2027, once the required Structural Changes Order has been approved by Parliament.

In a statement issued Tuesday, Epsom & Ewell Borough Council (EEBC) said it “acknowledges the decision of Government to
proceed with the creation of two new unitary councils” and pledged to work constructively to secure the best outcomes for
residents.

Council Leader Hannah Dalton (RA Stoneleigh) said: “Although this is not the decision we had hoped for, our focus now is on
supporting the transition in a way that protects our residents’ interests and maintains the quality of local services. Epsom & Ewell
has always prided itself on being a well-run, community-focused council, and that commitment remains unchanged.”

EEBC said it would continue working closely with neighbouring councils and government officials and would “keep residents fully
informed every step of the way” as plans for the new East Surrey authority take shape.

Three local Liberal Democrat MPs — Helen Maguire (Epsom & Ewell), Chris Coghlan (Dorking & Horley) and Monica Harding
(Esher & Walton) — issued a joint statement describing the reorganisation as “an important moment of clarity for Surrey after
years of uncertainty and financial mismanagement under the Conservatives”.

Helen Maguire MP said she welcomed the new chapter for Surrey, particularly the confirmation that local elections will now
proceed: “I am pleased that Surrey is entering a new chapter with the introduction of these unitary authorities, and it is right that
the local elections will now go ahead, especially after the delays. The Liberal Democrats have always championed decisions being
made closer to the people they affect. We will continue to press the Government to give East Surrey Council the funding and
freedom it needs to do its job effectively.”

Her colleague Chris Coghlan MP said he welcomed “the end to Tory mismanagement of Surrey County Council” and added that it
was “entirely inappropriate that [the County Council] has such influence over the new structure,” citing its record on special
educational needs and disabilities.

Monica Harding MP said Elmbridge residents should not be “expected to shoulder the debt of the failing Tory-run councils
elsewhere in Surrey,” adding: “It’s high time residents get the chance to vote out failed Surrey leadership and replace them with
those who will deliver for our transport systems, our adult social care, and our schools.”

The MPs said that while they support the simplification of Surrey’s structures, there remain serious concerns about how much
control Surrey County Council will retain during the transition process. They called for full public consultation and financial
transparency throughout.

In his letter to Surrey leaders, Secretary of State Steve Reed MP said the decision to proceed with two new unitary councils was
driven by the need for financial sustainability. Across Surrey’s existing councils, total debt is estimated at £5 billion, led by the
bankruptcy of Woking Borough Council.

He wrote: “In particular, I believe [two unitaries] performs better against the criterion of whether the councils are the right size
to achieve efficiencies, improve capacity and withstand financial shocks. My view is that the two-unitary proposal is more likely to
be financially sustainable.”

He confirmed a Government commitment to repay £500 million of Woking’s debt in 2026-27 — calling it a “significant and
unprecedented commitment” necessary to give the new system a clean start.

Surrey County Council Leader Tim Oliver (Conservative) welcomed the decision, calling it “good news for Surrey residents and
businesses. We welcome the Government’s direction to create two new unitary councils for Surrey from April 2027 - East Surrey
and West Surrey,” he said. “Reorganisation and devolution are huge opportunities, and this is good news for Surrey residents and
businesses. As expected, there will be elections to the new unitary councils in May 2026. This reform will unlock huge benefits for
Surrey, with more powers held closer to communities, stronger local decision-making and turbo-charged economic growth for the
region.”

Oliver added that he was “absolutely clear that, throughout this process, our vital work supporting residents will continue -
services will be delivered and we will still be here for those who need us most.”

Currently, Surrey County Council runs roads, social care and education, while borough and district councils handle bins,
planning, housing and leisure. Under the new model, residents will deal with one council instead of two, which ministers say will
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make services more efficient and reduce duplication.

Officials have confirmed that council tax rates across the new areas are likely to be “harmonised” over time, though details are
yet to be finalised. The Government says the reorganisation will save money and improve accountability, but critics warn that
merging larger and indebted authorities could make councils more remote and financially fragile.

For Epsom & Ewell — which has existed as an independent borough since 1937 — the coming eighteen months will bring
detailed negotiations over staffing, budgets and boundaries as the East Surrey authority takes shape.

If Parliament approves the necessary legislation early next year, the new structure will come into force on 1 April 2027, marking
the end of Surrey’s 12 existing councils and the beginning of a new era in local government.

Image: Map illustrating proposed East and West Surrey unitary boundaries. Epsom & Ewell joins Elmbridge, Mole Valley,
Reigate and Banstead and Tandridge in East Surrey. Source: Surrey County Council. Credit SCC

Sam Jones - Reporter
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A former Epsom Long Grove Hospital patient
remembered for his pacifism

Barney Cohen (1897-1970)

By his nephew, Andy Strowman

There is a very quiet cemetery in London — East Ham Jewish Cemetery. You may be the only visitor there apart from the grave
workers. Among the rows of stones lies one marked Barnett Cohen — the only one there by that name.

Barney, as the family called him, was born in 1897 in Whitechapel. His parents were Milka (Millie) and Hershel (Harris) Cohen,
and the family lived at 17 Milward Street, behind the London Hospital. His brothers were Jack and David, his sisters Rachel and
Rose. The same house later became my home too, long before I was born.

Barney grew up in hard times. Like so many of his generation, he left school at fourteen and joined the garment trade. He was
gentle by nature, a man who never said a bad word about anyone. I think he lacked confidence — something I have inherited too.

When the Second World War broke out, he enlisted. But when faced with the prospect of killing, he refused. He simply could not
harm another human being. For that courage — for it was courage — he was punished. He was placed in the guardhouse and
later imprisoned in Wormwood Scrubs as a conscientious objector.

In prison he suffered terribly. His weight fell to five and a half stone. My grandmother Millie, desperate to save him, sought help
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from her sisters in North London. Together, they visited a government office, and — as the old East End saying goes — the brown
envelope changed hands. Only then was he released.

A retired officer once told me what those conditions were like: “You wouldn’t have liked it in there. Tiny cells, no space, noise all
night — shouting, banging, threats. We only stepped in if someone started hitting you.”

Barney came out of prison changed. He was nervous, forever scratching, anxious about his work. If he worked beside his brother
Jack, he was always asking, “Is this all right?”

When I was sixteen, my mother told me that Uncle Barney had endured six sessions of electro-convulsive therapy at Long Grove
Hospital in Epsom — the same hospital that later held Ronnie Kray. Long Grove closed in 1992, but its shadow remains.

Yet Barney was no shadow. Despite his suffering, he radiated kindness. He loved to make people laugh, performing little magic
tricks that delighted us as children. Once, when I was about eight, he came to visit us during his lunch break from the Ellis and
Goldstein factory. While he talked to my mother, I quietly bolted the front door so he couldn’t leave. My mother struggled with the
latch and he burst out laughing — a moment of warmth I have never forgotten.

He married Dolly, and my mother, then fourteen, was his bridesmaid. Life was not easy for them. Poverty, mental illness, and
misunderstanding strain any family, and in those days help was scarce and sympathy rarer still.

Barney once told a story about visiting London Zoo on a Sunday in his best suit. A commotion broke out near the monkey cage; he
joined the crowd, only for one of the monkeys to run off and return — to spit a mouthful of water all over his suit. The crowd
roared with laughter, and so did Barney. That was his nature — to laugh even when the joke was on him.

He died in 1970, still working, collapsing at his workplace at Ellis and Goldstein in Aldgate. His brother Jack said simply, “He
always lacked confidence. If I was sewing beside him, he kept asking, ‘Is this all right?””

Barney'’s life was not easy. He came from poverty, fought private battles with fear and illness, and faced the cruelty of others with
quiet dignity. But he also gave laughter, love, and gentleness to those around him.

His was the untold story of so many — the sensitive souls caught in the machinery of war, poverty, and misunderstanding. He
suffered because he refused to harm others. That is a kind of heroism that seldom earns medals.

When I think of Uncle Barney, I see not weakness but light — the quiet strength of a man who never stopped being kind, no
matter what the world did to him.

I dedicate these words to him, and to all who, like him, struggled to fit into life yet gave it more compassion than it ever gave
them.

Andy Strowman

Image: Barney at son’s wedding. Barney on right.

You can read many stories of former patients of the cluster of Epsom psychiatric hospitals on the website of The Friends of
Horton Cemetery

Battling Beckenham Take Sutton & Epsom RFC The
Full Distance

Sutton & Epsom 22 Beckenham 19. Saturday 25th October.

This fixture is rapidly gaining a reputation for fabulous finishes. Two seasons ago the visitors triumphed 42-41 on a sweltering
afternoon as they watched Freddy Bunting’s last-moment touchline penalty from halfway miss by millimetres. Last time the hosts
prevailed 20-19 when Lewis Bunton's last-ditch drop kick failed in direction and altitude. On Saturday in excess of 250 avaricious
spectators gathered expecting more drama and they were not disappointed as Tom Lennard’s last kick of the game earned
Sutton a 22-19 triumph.

An ominous slate-grey sky punctuated by a resplendent rainbow hung over the clubhouse environs. Fortuitously, the match
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avoided the predicted precipitation but the wind was a constant hindrance to the place-kickers. Sutton welcomed back most of
their society absentees. In contrast Beckenham arrived in reduced circumstances, not only minus their second-row pairing but
also their centre combination from Round 6. The Kent club kicked off and the first opportunity was engineered by S&E. A well-
angled kick by Tom Lennard was improved by Kyren Ghumra’s chase and charge down. Sam Lennie dragged the scrambling
defender into touch and the Black & Whites had a five-metre attacking lineout within five minutes of play. All seemed set for an
imperious catch-and-drive try but a shrill blast from the whistle indicated an infraction enabling Beckenham to have the first
scrum of the afternoon. A penalty ensued and the visitors cleared their lines.

After ten minutes Beckenham enjoyed a period of total domination. The Sutton & Epsom defence was exceptional against robust
carrying, grubber kicks and jinking backs. Unfortunately for the Black & Whites it ended like the Alamo rather than Mafeking.
The ten-minute onslaught concluded with George Bunton squeezing into the corner. The fraternal failure to add the extras by
Lewis Bunton did not diminish Beckenham’s deserved 5-0 lead nearing the end of the first quarter. Moments later, misfortune
struck the visitors as centre Matt Lovell was forced off through injury, stretching their resources even further in that position as
winger Fran Pennacchia stepped up to the challenge.

Sutton had a golden opportunity to open their account with another five-metre line. It was overthrown and Beckenham countered
through their excellent flanker Kareem Swandells as he motored towards halfway. A couple of passes later George Bunton was
in possession, he chipped ahead, re-gathered the ball and sauntered in under the posts. It was a sensational score as the recent
returnee from the Northeast added his second try. A Beckenham baritone boomed: “Sutton supporters, where were you when the
best try was scored on your ground?” Lewis Bunton put the cherry on the Bunton family celebratory cake with the simple kick
for an impressive 12-0 lead.

The Balmoral Avenue boys pressed on and Gareth O’Brien was forced to touch down and then centre Greg Lawlor came close
to scoring on the half hour. Finally, Sutton enjoyed some possession and engineered another five-metre chance. Despite
advancing towards glory, prop Alex Mount was held up over the line. The first period was entering its final moments of
regulation time. Yet another five-metre attempt came up short but the hosts had the consolation of a penalty. The forwards took
control and, mirabile dictu, Alex Mount scored. Tom Lennard added the conversion for 7-12. The first half had endured multiple
interruptions and belatedly concluded after almost fifty minutes of breathless entertainment with Beckenham leading 12-7.

Beckenham were good value for their interval advantage. They had monopolised territory and possession with back-row forwards
Kareem Swandells, Tom Ward and captain Andrew Knowles in superb form and winger Kyrone Bennett a constant threat.
Their swarming defence had denied Sutton time and space, neutering the threat of the home backs. S&E had been remarkably
resilient in defence and had fashioned multiple opportunities from attacking lineouts. The final outcome was still very much in the
balance and another nail-biting finale looked probable.

The start of the second half made onlookers recall Laurel & Hardy, the Keystone Cops and Fred Karno’s Army. Rob Hegarty was
fortunately placed to purloin the ball on halfway. He walked back to connect with support but it was dislodged and kicked ahead.
Sutton were in full retreat as Beckenham sprinted with optimism to the corner. The ball rolled free behind the S&E line and
Kyren Ghumra decided to counter. He narrowly evaded a couple of tackles in his lateral run before seeking the far touch. His
kick hit the upright and went straight to the opposition. The visitors added to the pandemonium by dropping the ball with the line
at their mercy. Encouraged by that mayhem, moments later, number 8 Andrew Knowles kicked ahead once more and nearly
manufactured a try.

Sutton were desperate for a modicum of control and a period of sustained pressure. After some encouraging phases fifteen
minutes into the half they were awarded a kickable penalty. Despite trailing by only five points they opted for yet another
attacking lineout. The mountainous McTaggart rose to claim the ball. The forwards rolled ever onwards towards the uprights.
The ever-alert scrum-half Laurence Wise took the ball, dummied and reached for the line for a try. Tom Lennard’s kick failed
but Sutton were level at 12-12.

Tom Boaden came on to replace try-scorer Alex Mount in the front row with the final quarter approaching. Beckenham
responded positively to the setback and twice were frustrated by errant handling deep in the Sutton 22 as they put the hosts
under the cosh. The exemplary Black & White defence spread across the park, tackled tenaciously and refused to take a step
backwards. Having weathered the storm it was the Surrey side that secured the lead with their next visit to the Kent half. Another
penalty was kicked to the 22. After the frustrations of earlier lineouts what followed was a catch and drive of pure perfection and
the forwards marched over the line from 15 metres with hooker Sam Lennie scoring. The Tom Lennard conversion followed
such a bizarre path that the ball might have been remotely controlled as it meandered over the posts for a 19-12 lead.

With ten minutes remaining referee Ruben Gobregts issued a yellow card to reduce Beckenham to 14 men. Boosted by their
numerical superiority Sutton looked to be in control and a bonus-point try looked more likely than an equalising score from
Beckenham. However, captain Andrew Knowles had other ideas as he stole the ball near halfway. His kick ahead was weighted
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to perfection to force a drop out. The visitors now flung themselves into attack. Penalties followed and Gareth O’Brien was
shown a yellow to make it 14 v 14. From close range Rimarni Richards powered over the line, as is his wont at Rugby Lane,
having scored last season to add to the brace he scored two years ago. The conversion made it 19-19 with the crowd expecting yet
more drama.

For the third season on the trot it came down to the last kick of the game. This time it was the boot of Tom Lennard. Having
removed his headgear, he steadied himself and sent the ball through the uprights to secure a 22-19 victory. It was a pulsating
affair that could have gone either way and arguably a draw would have been the fairest outcome. Beckenham, with their back row
in their vanguard, had been superb. Equally, Sutton’s superb number 8 Rob Hegarty carried courageously in adversity in a
victory built on defensive durability and self-belief.

Both teams will be glad that next Saturday is a rest weekend before league hostilities resume on Saturday 8 November when
Sutton visit Battersea Ironsides at their famous facility with canine connotations.

Sutton & Epsom: O’Brien, Benson, Rea, Bibby, Ghumra, Lennard, Wise, Johnson, Lennie, Mount, McTaggart (c), Duey, Tame,
Jones & Hegarty.
Replacements: Boaden, Butt & Elliott.

Beckenham: Bunton G., Pennacchia, Lovell, Lawlor, Bennett, Bunton L., Gurney, Baker, Aoke-Tiamu, Richards, Moran, Tookey,
Swandells, Ward & Knowles (c).
Replacements: Brown, Willden & Charles.

John Croysdill

Image from a previous fixture. - credit Robin Kennedy

Ewell’s Sporting Ambition for Gibraltar Rec Hits the
Rocks

£3.1 Million Sports Hub Proposal at Gibraltar Recreation Ground Rejected amid Transparency and
Planning Concerns

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s Strategy and Resources Committee (S&R) rejected a proposal to spend £3.1 million of
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funds on transforming Gibraltar Recreation Ground (GRG) in Ewell into a “Centre of
Sporting Excellence” at its meeting on 25 September 2025.

The plan, fully recommended by the CIL Member Working Group (CIL MWG), would have created a multi-sport community hub
featuring new and refurbished pitches, floodlit courts, a pavilion extension, solar panels, CCTV, and improved access. The project
was recorded in committee papers with an overall criteria score of 8/10 and a best-value score of 2/3.

What Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Is and How It Works

Community Infrastructure Levy is a national charge on new developments designed to fund infrastructure supporting local
growth, such as schools, roads, and leisure facilities. In Epsom and Ewell, receipts are divided approximately into:

= 70-80% Strategic CIL for borough-wide projects
= 15-25% Neighbourhood CIL for community-level schemes

= 5% for administration

As of September 2025, the Council reported £6.086 million unallocated Strategic CIL and £1.138 million Neighbourhood CIL.

A Closed Decision-Making Process

The CIL Members Working Group is composed of Councillors. It evaluates and recommends spending of millions, meets privately
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without publishing minutes or allowing public or press attendance. The group comprises Councillors Neil Dallen (Chair) (RA
Town) , Alex Coley (Independent - Ruxley) , Liz Frost (RA Woodcote and Langley), James Lawrence (LibDem College), Rob Geleit
(Labour - Court), Phil Neale (RA Cuddington), Kieran Persand (Conservative Horton), Alan Williamson (RA West Ewell), and Clive
Woodbridge (RA Ewell Village). Only summary scoring and recommendations appear in the Strategy & Resources Committee
meeting documents, limiting transparency about debates, votes, and possible conflicts of interest.

Open Chamber Debate Highlights

Chair Councillor Neil Dallen reminded members that the Gibraltar project still required an additional £500,000 in revenue
funding to be considered later and that planning permission was needed before any construction.

Councillor James Lawrence opposed allocating £3.1 million now, citing concerns over capacity and linkage to the Local Plan:
“This... is the one item that there was a bit of disagreement in the member working group on... Because we had identified... Hook
Road Arena would be where we provide a centre of sporting excellence, that was always our plan... This bid kind of came a little
bit out of the blue... I happen to not like this bid. I think it’s a lot of money... although [Gibraltar Rec] is in need of upgrading, that
would only cost about six or 700k rather than 3.1 million.”

He warned about risking depletion of Strategic CIL funds: “If we vote for [Gibraltar Rec]... we’ll have about 1.6 million left in a
strategic CIL fund... it would lower our ability if we need to support Hook Road Arena... particularly because the one in Hook
Road Arena will at least be near some big Local Plan development. This... will not be near new developments.”

Councillor Kate Chinn (Labour Court) questioned duplication and timing: “I was quite shocked when I saw this... all of a sudden,
we’re going to have two super sport sites... I think it should wait until the... Hook Road Arena is decided... I'm thinking 3.1
million... Suddenly here, in the face of the local government reorganization... I'm suspicious of the motivations.”

On whether GRG would compete with Hook Road Arena, Councillor Dallen said: “It’s not an either or... Hook Road Arena... will
develop... and Gibraltar Rec can be done in parallel with that, or in advance of that, or behind that... I'm not sure they’d be
competing. I think they would be complementary... we're very short of sporting facilities, and the more we can get, I think the
better.”

Councillor John Beckett (RA Auriol) asked: “Will Gibraltar Rec be up and running before Hook Road Arena?” Councillor Dallen
responded: “I personally believe it will be... long before anything at Hook Road happens.”

Planning officials highlighted that Hook Road Arena is expected beyond the first five years of the Local Plan period, projecting
delivery from 2030 onwards.

Governance and Potential Conflicts

Concerns emerged about spending nearly half of the remaining Strategic CIL on a single site and whether Gibraltar Rec aligns
with CIL’s statutory purpose, which emphasises investment near new developments. The Chair disclosed a personal interest in
local scouting just before S&R approved a separate £50,000 Neighbourhood CIL grant to the 3rd Epsom Scouts for a community
building rebuild. This expenditure was approved without discussion with Cllr Dallen remaining in the Chair.

The vote on the Gibraltar Recreation Ground Sporting Excellence project was one vote for, two votes against, two abstentions and
the Chair not voting.

Cllr Clive Woodbridge (RA Ewell Village), a keen supporter of the Gibraltar Rec. project, told the Epsom and Ewell Times;
“Naturally I was disappointed by the decision, although I accept that the bid did require a large sum of money to be allocated.
However I do believe it would have provided a fantastic legacy project for the Borough, addressing for example the shortage of
football and cricket pitches, as identified in the Local Plan’s Playing Pitch strategy, while providing some exciting new facilities,
such as a public Padel court to meet demand for this increasingly popular sport. I am confident also that it would have leveraged
in external grant funding from sporting bodies. Hopefully we can now discuss within the council how to address some of the
concerns raised during the S&R committee meeting with a view towards potentially resubmitting a new, and possibly revised bid,
sometime next year. The project certainly continues to enjoy my full support, so I will persevere!”

What Happens to the £3.1 Million?

With the recommendation declined, the £3.1 million remains in the Council’s Strategic CIL pot, increasing the unallocated
balance to about £4.7 million. The funds remain ring-fenced for infrastructure under the Council’s CIL Spending Protocol.
However, the handling of interest accrued on unspent CIL balances is not disclosed.
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Calls for Greater Transparency and Clarity

The controversy highlights debates about whether a private councillors working group should steer multi-million-pound spending
without greater public scrutiny. Residents lack access to debates, detailed scoring, or councillor voting records, limiting
accountability on how priorities are balanced or conflicts managed.

The broader question remains: should CIL funding follow the locations of new development closely, or should it support borough-
wide projects deemed strategically important?

For now, the “Centre of Sporting Excellence” at Gibraltar Recreation Ground remains stuck between a rock and a hard place.
Image: Gibraltar Recreation ground - Google

Sam Jones - Reporter

Calculating the cost of care in Surrey

Surrey residents and their families can now benefit from a simple new online tool to help them be prepared for the costs of care,
if they become less able.

Many of us don’t realise that we are likely to have to pay for some or all of our own care, especially if we have savings over
£14,250. And while most people who need care tend to be older, support needs can emerge at any age due to illness or injury.

Surrey County Council’s new Care Cost Indicator allows people who arrange and pay for their care to see how much it may cost
to stay in a typical residential / nursing home compared to receiving care or support in their own home. Using a simple slider to
choose the number of weeks, months or years they wish to plan for, people can judge how long their savings or assets may last.

Once people know the costs, it’s easier to prepare, or see how spending some money now can help avoid more expensive care
further down the line. Simple equipment, new technology or small changes to people’s homes can make the difference between
living independently and needing assistance.

Research with Surrey residents in January 2025 highlighted:
= 81% were concerned how they would pay for their care

= Only 13% have sought or plan to seek independent financial advice about care costs

Furthermore, a recent study into care home residents by the independent health and social care champion
Healthwatch Surrey showed only 33% of people interviewed had actually planned for the costs involved.

The new indicator, which was designed and tested with local people, aims to prompt residents to plan ahead. The online
information features lots of useful tips to help with preparation and ensure that future arrangements are affordable.

Figures show that Surrey residents live longer than most other parts of the country. But the same reported data shows that at
least a decade is likely to be spent in poorer health, increasing the likelihood of care being required.

While homeowners in Surrey might think they can always use the proceeds from a house sale to fund any care they need, even
this is not certain. Based on an average house sale of around £590,000, if a couple both needed to move into a care home,
their nest egg could easily be used up in a little over three and a half years.

Sinead Mooney, Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care at Surrey County Council, said: “No-one knows what the future
will hold for us or our loved ones, but understanding the costs of care is complex and many people are shocked to learn the true
figures.
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“Doing what we can to stay independent and live in our own home is most people’s goal, and receiving care at home from a
visiting provider can be more cost-effective than a move into a residential facility. But we also need to be aware that our needs
may change - and discuss our wishes with our families.

“Every year we see people who are ‘self-funding’ run out of money, at which point their families may have to step in to help them
stay in a more expensive care home, rather than face the upheaval of moving. Planning ahead can lessen the chance of that
happening, which is why appreciating the price you can expect to pay forcare is so important.”

The Care Cost Indicator can be found at www.surreycc.gov.uk/carecostindicator

It supports Surrey County Council’s nationally commended Planning for your Future campaign which is run in partnership with
local charity, Age UK Surrey. The campaign aims to help people prepare for later life, and have an early conversation with family
about their plans.

Surrey County Council

Walk brings the wonders of the Solar System to
Nonsuch Park

Epsom & Ewell, Saturday 25th October 2025 — Visitors to Nonsuch Park can now enjoy a
journey through the Solar System thanks to the successful launch of the Nonsuch Park Solar
Walk, officially opened on Saturday in a well-attended community event celebrating science,
nature, and local heritage.

The Solar Walk is an engaging, scaled model of the Solar System stretching through one of Epsom & Ewell’s most loved green
spaces. Each planet is represented by an informative plaque showing its relative distance and size in comparison to the Sun —
helping visitors of all ages experience the vastness of space in an accessible and educational way.

Developed in partnership with the Ewell Astronomical Society (EAS), the project combines outdoor recreation with science
learning in a fun and interactive way. The EAS provided their astronomical expertise and educational input, helping to bring the
concept to life for residents and visitors alike.

“Anyone visiting the park can now experience the scale and vastness of our Solar System whilst enjoying the beautiful
surroundings of the historic park,” the Society explains on its website.

The launch event saw local councillors, community volunteers, and families take part in guided walks, children’s activities, and
talks from members of the EAS.

Cllr Steven McCormick said: “The Solar Walk is a fantastic addition to Nonsuch Park — blending education, exercise, and the
beauty of our surroundings. It’s ideal for families, schools, and visitors of all ages, and it’s a perfect activity to enjoy together this
half term.”

The Solar Walk encourages everyone — from young children discovering the planets for the first time to adults curious about
astronomy — to explore the park, learn something new, and stay active outdoors. It's a great way to spend quality time with
family and friends during the half-term break.

Nonsuch Park continues to be a cherished green space for Epsom & Ewell residents, offering a mix of recreation, history, and
natural beauty. The Solar Walk adds a new dimension for visitors — quite literally — to walk among the planets.

For more information about the Solar Walk, including trail maps and learning materials, visit the Ewell Astronomical Society
website.
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Space walk launch Nonsuch Park. Featuring Epsom and Ewell Mayor Cllr Robert Leach (2nd from right) and Clir Steven
McCormick (RA Surrey County and EEBC Woodcote and Langley ward)

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council Remembrance and
Armistice Day activities 2025

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council is proud to announce that Remembrance and Armistice Day memorial services, parades and
activities will take place across the borough to honour those who have died in the service of their country and give thanks to those
past and present who have served in the armed forces. Formal Acts of Remembrance will include the council’s annual Garden of
Remembrance at Bourne Hall Park on 5 November, Remembrance Day wreath laying and procession on 9 November and an
Armistice Day Service on 11 November.

Garden of Remembrance: Wednesday 5 November

On Wednesday 5 November at 10.30am, The Mayor of Epsom & Ewell, the Chief Executive of Epsom & Ewell Borough Council
and local schoolchildren will officially open the Garden of Remembrance. Children will perform songs and poems and place poppy
tokens to honour and remember all those who have died in the service of their country. The Garden will be open to the public
until the end of November, giving people the opportunity to visit, and take time to reflect.

Remembrance Sunday: 9 November

At 9.30am the Mayor of Epsom & Ewell will lay two wreaths at the War Memorials in Ashley Road, Epsom. This will be followed
by a Remembrance Day procession from the Army Reserve Centre at Welbeck Close and ending at St Mary’s Church, Ewell -
followed by an Act of Remembrance service, wreath laying and a church service.

Armistice Day Service (11/11/11): Tuesday 11 November

Members of the public are invited to join a ceremony at the Clock Tower at 10.40am in Epsom Market Place. The Mayor, Chief
Executive and elected Councillors will join the Royal British Legion, armed forces, veterans and local schools at the service which
ends with observation of the nationwide Two Minute Silence at 11am.

Jackie King, Chief Executive, Epsom & Ewell Borough Council, said: “In this moment of remembrance, we pause to honour the
service and sacrifice of our Armed Forces. We remember with deep gratitude those who gave their lives in defence of our
freedoms, and we honour those who continue to serve with courage and commitment. We will remember them.”

Other Remembrance Day activities

Large poppies, kindly donated by the Royal British Legion, are being placed in Epsom High Street, Ewell High Street and
Stoneleigh Broadway alongside other poppies placed around the borough.

Events and activities also taking place will include:

= Bourne Hall Museum: World War I Walk on Saturday 8 November at 10am (free event)
The public can join Tim Richardson for a walk around Langley Vale First World War Centenary Wood. More
information can be found here.

= Museum Kids club at Bourne Hall: Meet Captain Townsley on Saturday 8 November at 1pm to 2pm (£6.50)
Children can come along and hear about tales of the war and handle real equipment and uniform. More information
can be found here.

For more information on Epsom & Ewell Borough Council’s Remembrance Day activities - Remembrance in the borough of Epsom
& Ewell | Epsom and Ewell Borough Council

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council
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Photo: 2024 Remembrance Event Epsom Market Square, led by then Mayor Cllr Steve Bridger - credit Epsom and Ewell Borough
Council

Is there a neat solution to struggling Epsom Common
Club?

The long-established Epsom Common Club remains closed but not forgotten, as a handful of volunteers continue restoration work
and urge fellow members to help decide whether a partnership proposal could bring the venue back to life.

Emails circulated by the Club Committee since late September set out a potential arrangement with NEAT, a local community
organisation best known for transforming the disused bowls pavilion in Court Recreation Ground into “NEAT HQ”. Founded by
two former Chelsea Foundation coaches, NEAT provides wrap-around childcare, alternative schooling for pupils unable to remain
in mainstream education, and a wide range of family and youth activities.

Under the plan, NEAT would rent the rear hall of the Club’s premises for use during the week and contribute to finishing both the
front and back halls. The Club explains that this could secure a steady income stream, remove the need to rent the front room to
outside hirers, and revive the building as a “community hub”. However, it would also mean losing the existing snooker room and
restricting member use of part of the premises.

The Club’s emails emphasise that the idea is still a proposal only. “Before it could proceed to this stage it would require members’
consent and this was stressed to NEAT as non-negotiable,” wrote the Club Secretary, Mr C. O’Neil, in response to Epsom & Ewell
Times.

Three rounds of consultation emails have been sent to roughly 220 members—about three-quarters of the Club’s recorded
list—but only around seven per cent initially replied. Later reminders lifted the total response rate, producing an approximate
three-to-one majority in favour of exploring talks, though still short of what organisers regard as a clear mandate.

With no formal committee now in place and the Club being managed informally by the Secretary and one assisting member,
progress has been slow. The handful of volunteers who meet on Saturday mornings to carry out repairs are credited with keeping
the building from dereliction. “If this idea is allowed to wither on the vine it could well be last orders for your Club,” one circular
warned.

Mr O’Neil told the Times that if members give approval, formal negotiations would follow to settle details such as rent, permitted
uses, and neighbour consultation. Any final agreement would then be put to a members’ meeting for ratification. Questions about
parking, noise, and the possible need for planning or licensing changes would be addressed at that stage.

For now, the Club remains closed to new memberships while restoration work continues. “The work is currently being undertaken
by a few valiant members and any member wishing to assist would be welcomed,” said Mr O’Neil. Volunteers can make contact
via the Club’s email address: clubeventsecwmc@gmail.com.

Sam Jones - Reporter
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Epsom Common Club - Google Maps

Surrey SEND place surge - is it enough?

Surrey County Council has announced the creation of almost 500 new specialist school places for children and young people with
additional needs and disabilities during the 2025/26 academic year. The expansion forms part of the council’s ongoing Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) and Alternative Provision (AP) Capital Programmes running from 2019 to 2026.

Of these new places, 169 were ready at the start of the autumn term, with another 298 due for completion by summer 2026. Since
2021, Surrey has delivered over 250 new specialist places each year, supported by more than £211 million in capital investment.

New and expanded schools

Among the projects completed for the current academic year are new or enlarged SEN units at Epsom Downs Primary School
in Epsom and Ewell, Dovers Green Infant School in Reigate and Banstead, and Guildford County School. Philip Southcote School
in Runnymede now benefits from a new teaching block and hydrotherapy pool, while the Fordway Centre in Spelthorne has been
completely rebuilt.

Walton Leigh School in Elmbridge has undergone significant refurbishment, and additional projects in Spelthorne and Elmbridge
have already been completed this term, including SEN units at Ashford Park Primary and Cranmere School.

Before summer 2026, Surrey expects to complete 40 new places within Carrington School’s Specialist Resource Provision and a
further 33 at the Woodfield Education Centre in Reigate and Banstead. The largest development, a new all-through Hopescourt
SEN School in Elmbridge, will provide 200 places.

Headteacher Alex Burrows said: “We’re incredibly proud to be part of the expansion of specialist provision in Surrey. Our new
school will give children and young people in the borough the support and opportunities they need to flourish - not just
academically, but personally and socially too. We're excited to build a community where every child truly belongs and can take
their next steps confidently.”

Responding to rising demand

Over 17,000 children and young people in Surrey now have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), a number that has more
than doubled in a decade. The county council says its timeliness in completing assessments now exceeds 90%, compared to a
national average of 46.6%, placing Surrey in the top 20 performing authorities.

To meet growing demand, the council launched a £15 million recovery plan in 2023 and has since committed a further £4.9
million, increasing staff capacity in statutory SEND services by 74%.

Councillor Jonathan Hulley, Cabinet Member for Children, Families and Lifelong Learning, said: “These additional places are a
crucial part of Surrey’s Inclusion and Additional Needs Strategy. The strategy aims to improve inclusion and outcomes for
children with additional needs and disabilities in Surrey, ensuring they can access the best possible education closer to home. To
go alongside our unprecedented investment in building new specialist school places, we’ve invested heavily in our SEND service.
We are determined that every child in Surrey with additional needs and disabilities gets the support they deserve.”

Continuing pressures

While the council’s figures point to record investment and rising capacity, parents, teachers and local MPs have repeatedly raised
concerns about the system’s ability to keep pace with demand. Epsom and Ewell MP Helen Maguire has called for urgent national
action, highlighting the distress families face when children are left without appropriate school placements.

Other Surrey MPs have criticised the escalating costs of private specialist placements and the reliance on out-of-county provision
- issues that have driven the county’s dedicated schools budget into deficit. Campaigners have argued that although capital
investment is welcome, progress on staffing, assessment backlogs and mainstream inclusion has been slow.

As previously reported by the Epsom and Ewell Times, the county’s £4.9 million recovery package was described by some parent
advocates as “a fraction of what’s needed” to fix systemic problems that have built up over years of under-resourcing and policy
churn.
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National backdrop

Surrey’s challenges mirror those across England. The number of children with EHCPs has risen nationally to more than half a
million, with many councils facing multi-million-pound SEND budget deficits. The government’s own review of the SEND system,
first announced in 2019, remains only partially implemented, leaving local authorities to balance rising expectations with limited
funding flexibility.

For many families in Surrey, the creation of new places represents a long-awaited step forward - but for others, the daily struggle
to secure assessments, placements and support continues.

Sam Jones - Reporter

Phillip South Cote School classroom. Credit SCC

Related reports:

Epsom and Ewell MP calls for SEND action

Surrey MPs slam SEND profiteers

£4.9 million not enough to solve Surrey’s SEND problems
Sending pupils to Epsom’s mainstream schools

Surrey sent on a U-turn on SEND by MPs

Surrey MPs unite against county on SEND silence.
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