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Epsom Hospital in top national league for car park
charges
1 September 2026

Epsom and St Helier parking among UK’s most expensive, study claims
Patients and visitors parking for more than eight hours at Epsom or St Helier Hospital face a £20 charge, placing the NHS
trust among the most expensive in the country, according to newly published research.

The analysis by short-term lender Fast Loan UK compared the maximum daily parking charges advertised by NHS trusts
on their websites.

It placed Epsom and St Helier University Hospitals NHS Trust joint seventh in its table, alongside Royal Devon University
Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust and Devon Partnership NHS Trust.

St George’s University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust in Tooting was found to have the highest daily charge, at £30.
Chelsea and Westminster Hospital NHS Foundation Trust was second at £29, followed by University Hospitals Bristol and
Weston NHS Foundation Trust at £26.50.

The ten highest charges identified by the research were:

St George’s University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust – £301.

Chelsea and Westminster Hospital NHS Foundation Trust – £292.

University Hospitals Bristol and Weston NHS Foundation Trust – £26.503.

Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust – £264.

York and Scarborough Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust – £22.505.

The Hillingdon Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust – £226.

Royal Devon University Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust – £207.

Devon Partnership NHS Trust – £208.

Epsom and St Helier University Hospitals NHS Trust – £209.

Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust – £1910.

The local charge is confirmed by the Epsom and St Helier hospitals’ published parking tariffs, which have applied since
April 2025.

Parking is free for the first 20 minutes. Charges then rise from £3.50 for up to one hour to £6 for two hours, £8 for three
hours, £10.50 for four hours and £18 for seven hours. A fixed daily rate of £20 applies to stays exceeding eight hours.

The trust says parking spaces are limited and encourages patients and visitors to use public transport or active travel
where possible. Epsom Hospital has 252 spaces, including 32 disabled bays and six drop-off and pick-up spaces.

Several bus services stop at Epsom Hospital itself:

166: Croydon – Purley – Chipstead – Banstead – Epsom – Epsom Hospital

293: Morden – North Cheam – Ewell Village – Epsom – Epsom Hospital

467: Kingston – Chessington – West Ewell – Epsom – Epsom Hospital

408: Woodmansterne – Banstead – Epsom – Epsom Hospital – Ashtead – Leatherhead – Effingham

479: Guildford – Fetcham – Leatherhead – Epsom Hospital – Epsom – Banstead – Chipstead

E5: West Ewell – Epsom – Epsom Hospital – Langley Vale

516: Epsom – Ashtead – Leatherhead – Box Hill – Dorking

623: Ashtead – Epsom Hospital – Epsom

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-hospital-in-top-national-league-for-car-park-charges
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-hospital-in-top-national-league-for-car-park-charges
https://www.fastloanuk.co.uk/
https://www.epsom-sthelier.nhs.uk/patient-and-visitor-parking/
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21: Crawley –  Dorking, Box Hill, Headley, Leatherhead, Ashtead, Epsom Hsopital – Epsom

Other services connect surrounding areas with Epsom town centre, from which the hospital is approximately a 15-minute
walk:

406: Kingston – Surbiton – Tolworth – Ewell – Epsom

418: Kingston – Surbiton – Tolworth – West Ewell – Epsom town centre

E9: Epsom – West Ewell – Clarendon Park – Livingstone Park – Manor Park

E10: Epsom – Manor Park – Noble Park

E16: Epsom – Stoneleigh – Worcester Park – Ewell

318: Burgh Heath – Banstead – Nork – Tattenham Corner – Epsom

S2: Epsom High Street to St Helier Station

Free hospital parking is available to Blue Badge holders. Outpatients attending hospital three or more times in the same
week and parents staying overnight on paediatric wards also qualify for free parking.

Other concessions include a £3.50 ticket for outpatients whose appointment overruns by more than an hour and weekly
tickets for dialysis and oncology patients and the immediate relatives of people receiving intensive, high-dependency,
coronary, neonatal or end-of-life care.

The  trust  says  all  money  raised  from  parking  goes  towards  managing  and  maintaining  its  car  parks,  security,
environmental and travel initiatives and its shuttle bus. Any remaining income is directed towards clinical services.

Fast Loan UK said its figures were collected from NHS trust websites in June 2026. Where a trust operated several sites
with different tariffs, the comparison used its highest published charge for a standard 24-hour stay.

The research also reported that 33 NHS trusts in England offered free parking and that hospital parking was free in
Scotland.

Sam Jones – Reporter

.

Related reports
Epsom Hospital’s multi-storey carpark wrong on many levels?

Epsom Hospital car park appeal

New hospital programme called “HS2 of hospitals”

Planning buses not missing them says Epsom’s MP

Taking a ride on Epsom’s new S2 bus

Image: Epsom Hospital public car park

New vicar returns to his Epsom roots
1 September 2026

The Revd Tom Hill has returned to the church where he came to faith more than 25 years ago, following his institution as
Vicar of Christ Church Epsom Common.

The service took place on Thursday 27th August and was led by the acting Bishop of Guildford, the Rt Revd Paul Davies,
who instituted Mr Hill.  He was subsequently inducted and installed by the Archdeacon of Dorking, the Ven Martin

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/sam-jones
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-hospitals-multi-storey-carpark-wrong-on-many-levels
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-hospital-car-park-appeal
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/new-hospital-programme-called-hs2-of-hospitals
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/planning-buses-not-missing-them-says-epsoms-mp
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/taking-a-ride-on-epsoms-new-s2-bus
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/new-vicar-returns-to-his-epsom-roots
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Breadmore.

Ordinarily,  the appointment of  a new vicar would involve a service of collation conducted by the diocesan bishop.
However, the Diocese of Guildford currently has what is formally known as a “vacancy in see”, meaning that there is no
serving diocesan bishop. As acting bishop, Bishop Paul institutes rather than collates a new incumbent.

The congregation included the Very Revd Bob Cooper, Dean of Guildford Cathedral, local clergy and representatives of
Epsom and Ewell Borough Council, schools, uniformed organisations and Churches Together in Epsom.

Official welcomes were offered by Dean Bob Cooper on behalf of Guildford Cathedral and the Revd John Marrow, Area
Dean.

Others welcoming the new vicar included Louise Druce, headteacher of Stamford Green Primary School; Karl Nicholas,
District Lead Volunteer for Epsom and Ewell Scout District, representing local uniformed organisations; churchwardens
David Blacoe and Gill Glasspool; and Christ Church’s children and youth worker, Sofia Welsby. Young members of the
Christ Church congregation also took part.

The service had particular personal significance for Mr Hill, who grew up in Epsom and first came to faith at Christ
Church more than 25 years ago.

Before entering the ministry, he served for 13 years as an officer with the Metropolitan Police. He began training for
ordination in 2016 and subsequently served as a curate at Holy Trinity Claygate and as Associate Minister at Leatherhead
Parish Church.

Members of Christ Church were joined at the service by many of Mr Hill’s family and friends, as well as visitors from his
former parish in Leatherhead. Mr Hill is married to Megan and the couple have four children.

The occasion also provided an opportunity for Christ Church to welcome two new curates, the Revd Patrick Corley and the
Revd Rebecca Catterall.

A reception followed in the parish hall, where former churchwarden Fay Wedlake presented the new vicar with a cross
carrying a long association with Christ Church. The cross has traditionally occupied a place in the vicarage study and has
been passed down from one vicar to the next over many years.

Mr Hill said he was looking forward to a new season of growth at Christ Church, sharing the Christian message and
getting to know more people throughout the local community.

His first Sunday service as Vicar of Christ Church Epsom Common will take place at 10am on Sunday 6th September. All
are welcome.

Christ Church Epsom Common is in Christ Church Road, Epsom, KT19 8NE.

Lionel Blackman

Photo: From left to right:

Berwick Curtis Licensed Lay Minister at Christ Church

Revd Nico Ohlsson St Paul’s Howell Hill

Revd Harry Lamaison St Barnabus

Revd Sue Ayling, St Mary’s Ewell

Archdeacon The Ven. Martin Breadmore

Revd James Wakefield, St Mark’s Tattenham Corner

Revd Rebecca Catterall curate Christ Church

Revd John Marrow All Saints West Ewell

Revd David Senior St Pauls Howell Hill

Revd Tom Hill vicar Christ Church

Revd Patrick Corley curate Christ Church

Acting Bishop of Guildford The Rt Revd Paul Davies.

Five-star Epsom and Ewell FC bounce back in style
1 September 2026

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/lionelblackman
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/five-star-epsom-and-ewell-fc-bounce-back-in-style
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Godalming Town 1–5 Epsom & Ewell FC. 29th August – Bill Kyte Stadium – Combined Counties League

Epsom & Ewell produced the perfect response to last week’s FA Cup disappointment with an emphatic 5–1 victory over
Godalming Town at the Bill Kyte Stadium.

The Salts delivered an excellent all-round performance, combining defensive resilience with confident attacking football.
Five different goalscorers underlined the strength of the team display.

There were several changes following the FA Cup defeat, with Alex Foord starting in midfield and new signing Aiden
Siegel named among the substitutes.

Epsom began brightly, with Stefan Aiwone setting the tone through a superb driving run from the back. He surged almost
the length of the pitch before seeing his effort saved.

Luke Miller then fired narrowly over, while Callum O’Keefe also went close in the 40th minute.

Godalming remained dangerous at the other end and Will Davis was called upon to make several strong saves, supported
by some committed last-ditch defending.

Just when it appeared that the teams would go into the interval level, the Salts found the breakthrough. Two minutes into
added time, Aiwone reacted quickest inside the box and fired home to give Epsom a deserved 1–0 half-time lead.

The Salts came flying out after the restart and produced their best attacking spell of the match. Luis Oliveira was booked
in the 55th minute before Foord doubled the advantage five minutes later with the goal of the game, unleashing a dipping
long-range strike that left the goalkeeper rooted to the spot.

Epsom’s confidence continued to grow and Oliveira, playing unusually high up the pitch, calmly finished in the 68th
minute to make it 3–0.

The substitutes then made an immediate impact. Blessing Hombessa replaced Miller in the 70th minute and, just three
minutes later, found the net to make it 4–0.

Jason Bloor replaced Oliveira before Ayran Kugathas came on for Prince Aderogba. Siegel then made his Epsom debut,
replacing Foord in the 76th minute.

Courtney Levi Swaby had an opportunity to add another from the penalty spot two minutes later, but his effort was saved
by the Godalming goalkeeper.

There was still time for a fifth. Obasanjo Akinniranye replaced Jason Vincent in the 82nd minute and scored with virtually
his first involvement just a minute later, a genuine super-sub moment.

Godalming grabbed a late consolation through Elliot Creeley following a free-kick awarded after Harry Murphy had been
booked, but it did little to take the shine off an impressive afternoon.

Five goals, five different scorers and a superb team performance send the Salts into Monday’s Bank Holiday local derby
against Tooting & Mitcham United with momentum and confidence.

Attendance: 129

Next up: Epsom & Ewell v Tooting & Mitcham United – Bank Holiday Monday – Kick-off 3pm

Epsom and Ewell FC Media

Bailiffs knocking on Council tax debtors in Epsom
and Ewell
1 September 2026

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/epsom-and-ewell-fc-media
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/bailiffs-knocking-on-council-tax-debtors-in-epsom-and-ewell
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/bailiffs-knocking-on-council-tax-debtors-in-epsom-and-ewell
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Epsom & Ewell Borough Council passed 552 council tax debts on to bailiffs in 2025/26, according to new Freedom of
Information data compiled by National Debtline as part of its annual Stop the Knock campaign. This is a reduction of 39%
compared to 2024/25.

The findings come as total council tax arrears in in and around Epsom and Ewell were revealed by MHCLG to now stand
at £1.9 million. This forms part of a national total which has now hit £7.4 billion, up from £6.6 billion in 2024/25.

The charity’s figures also show that across England and Wales a total of 153 councils (48%) increased their use of bailiffs
for council tax debts. And that 1.72 million council tax arrears cases were passed to bailiffs by councils during 2025/26, a
figure largely unchanged from 1.74 million in 2024/25. The charity says these numbers demonstrate the continued
reliance on enforcement action despite ongoing cost-of-living pressures.

As their budgets have become more stretched, councils are increasingly reliant on council tax revenue to fund essential
services like social care, local schools and rubbish collections. This has led many councils to increase council tax for
residents, a move which often deepens the financial challenges for people already hit hardest by the high cost of living.

Councils reduce support for most vulnerable residents

National Debtline’s research found that last year, just 26 of 317 local authorities were exempting residents in receipt of
Council Tax Support from bailiff action, a decrease of 26% from 35 in 2024/25. Epsom & Ewell Borough Council does not
exempt Council  Tax Support  recipients  from bailiff  action in this  way –  something National  Debtline is  calling on
councillors to change.

The charity is calling on local authorities to recognise that people receiving Council Tax Support will be some of the most
financially vulnerable so are highly unlikely to be able to be able to repay quickly and in full and so should be exempted
from bailiff action.

Charity urges local people to seek advice

With council tax being one of the top three most common debts its advisers hear about, alongside credit cards and energy
bills, National Debtline, the free independent debt advice service, is calling on anyone in and around Epsom and Ewell
worried about their council tax bills or facing bailiff action to seek advice as soon as possible.

Currently a third (31%) of people who contact National Debtline have council tax debt.

Edward Ware, spokesperson for National Debtline, says:

“We understand that councils are under increasing financial budget constraints, and council tax is vital to funding the
local services we all rely on, but collecting this money cannot come at the expense of its most financially vulnerable
residents.

“We are pleased to see that Epsom & Ewell Borough Council has reduced its bailiff use recently, but we would urge
councillors to review whether there is more the council could do to support residents who are struggling to pay.”

“With council tax now one of the most common debts we see we need councils to adopt fairer approaches to collection,
not harsher enforcement. Exempting residents who receive Council Tax Support from bailiff action is a key way in which
councils can help – and we would urge Epsom & Ewell Borough Council to put this in place urgently.”

Changes on the way, but more reform still needed

There is  some positive news on the horizon.  Following the Government’s  wide-ranging consultation on council  tax
administration, several reforms are expected in 2027. These are aimed at creating a fairer and more proportionate system
for people struggling with payments.  

The changes will require councils to wait longer – 63 days, up from two weeks – before demanding a full year’s council tax
following a missed instalment; offer more affordable repayment arrangements; and a new £100 cap on court-related fees.
Alongside this, there will be stronger emphasis on reducing aggressive enforcement practices such as the use of bailiffs,
better protections for vulnerable households and a shift to 12 monthly payments, instead of the current 10, by default to
make bills more manageable.  

The charity has welcomed these changes following years of campaigning on council tax reform, but says further action is
still needed. It is urging the government to set out a series of statutory steps councils must take before passing debts onto
bailiffs, including councils working with residents and debt advisers to put in place an affordable payment arrangement
before any enforcement action is taken.  

The charity is also calling on the Government to follow through with proposals to regulate the bailiff industry and give the
Enforcement Conduct Board statutory power to oversee the sector.

Edward continues, “The proposed changes to council tax collection practices should make a meaningful difference to
financially vulnerable households, but we need to see more progress when it comes to regulation of the bailiff industry.
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“We need to stop people falling behind with council tax in the first place. The Government should also invest more funding
in local Council Tax Support schemes, so that all councils can offer 100% Council Tax Support for its most financially
vulnerable residents.

“Anyone struggling to pay their council tax bill should seek free, independent advice from National Debtline as soon as
possible. Our advisers are here to help and can talk you through your options.”

1.       Full dataset of bailiff use in England and Wales in 2023/24, 2024/25 and 2025/26 available on request or
via https://www.stoptheknock.org/

2.       The latest council tax arrears statistics (from MHCLG) can be accessed via: https://www.gov.uk/government/-
statistics/collection-rates-for-council-tax-and-non-domestic-rates-in-england-2025-to-2026  (Table 9a)

3.        Government’s  consultation  on  council  tax:  https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/modernising-and--
improving-the-administration-of-council-tax/modernising-and-improving-the-administration-of-council-tax

4.       National Debtline provides free, independent, expert advice. People worried about their finances can contact
National Debtline for free on 0808 808 4000 or via www.nationaldebtline.org.  

Bringing centuries of Surrey records into the 21st
century
1 September 2026

Residents, researchers and history enthusiasts will soon find it easier than ever to explore Surrey’s rich heritage thanks to
a major investment in a new collections management system at the Surrey History Centre, by Surrey County Council.

Home to  Surrey’s  archives,  Surrey  History  Centre,  with  accredited status  by  The National  Archives,  cares  for  an
extraordinary collection spanning more than 900 years of history. Its six miles of shelving contain around six million
documents, manuscripts and parchment records dating back to the Middle Ages.

The collection includes family and house history records such as parish registers,  census returns, civil  registration
records, poor law records, electoral registers and manorial records. It also houses thousands of historic photographs,
postcards, watercolours, engravings and archive films, alongside local history books, directories, newspapers, periodicals
and historic maps.

Among its treasured special collections are records and papers connected to notable Surrey figures and businesses,
including Lewis Carroll, renowned garden designer Gertrude Jekyll and the Broadwood piano family.

Managing and preserving such an extensive collection is a significant undertaking. The introduction of the new collections
management system will transform how people discover and access Surrey’s archives, making searches faster, more
intuitive and more comprehensive.

The improved online catalogue will be available Monday 14 September and provide an improved user experience, helping
users quickly locate the records and documents they need. Documents can then be ordered up from home in advance of
their visit to the Surrey History Centre.

Councillor Mark Nuti, Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for Health and Communities, said: “Our archives
tell the story of Surrey and the people who have lived, worked and shaped our county over hundreds of years. By investing
in modern technology, we are helping to ensure these invaluable records can continue to be discovered, explored and
enjoyed by future generations.

“This is about investing in the future to gain access to the past. The new collections management system will make it
easier  for  residents,  family  historians  and  researchers  to  explore  Surrey’s  rich  heritage,  with  improved  search
functionality and the ability to request documents before visiting the Surrey History Centre. These improvements will help
people plan their research more effectively and make the most of their time with us, while encouraging even more people
to discover the fascinating stories held within Surrey’s archives.”

The investment forms part of Surrey County Council’s commitment to preserving the county’s heritage while making

https://www.stoptheknock.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/collection-rates-for-council-tax-and-non-domestic-rates-in-england-2025-to-2026
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/collection-rates-for-council-tax-and-non-domestic-rates-in-england-2025-to-2026
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/modernising-and-improving-the-administration-of-council-tax/modernising-and-improving-the-administration-of-council-tax
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/modernising-and-improving-the-administration-of-council-tax/modernising-and-improving-the-administration-of-council-tax
http://www.nationaldebtline.org/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/bringing-centuries-of-surrey-records-into-the-21st-century
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/bringing-centuries-of-surrey-records-into-the-21st-century
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public services more accessible and user-friendly through digital innovation.

For more information about the Surrey History Centre and its collections, visit: Surrey History Centre – Surrey County
Council

Surrey County Council

Image:  John  Speed  –  1610  –  Map of  Surrey  (including  Nonsuch  Palace)  Lawrence  Ruderman Antique  Maps,  Inc.
raremaps.com. public domain

How two became one became three – how “unitary”
means “trinity”.
1 September 2026

The central promise of local government reorganisation was easy to understand. Surrey’s confusing two-tier system would
be  swept  away.  Surrey  County  Council  and  the  county’s  11  borough  and  district  councils  would  be  replaced  by
streamlined unitary authorities.

One council would deliver the principal local services in each area. Duplication would be removed, accountability would
become clearer and residents would know which authority was responsible.

That was the theory.

The emerging reality looks rather different. The Government is abolishing two tiers of local government, but Surrey now
appears to be heading towards three separate layers or bodies: a countywide strategic authority or elected mayor, the
new East Surrey Council and, within Epsom and Ewell, Charter Trustees preserving the borough’s civic and ceremonial
functions.

Not all three would have equivalent powers. Charter Trustees would not run ordinary council services and a strategic
authority would operate at a regional level. Nevertheless, each would be a public body with functions, office-holders,
meetings, administration and potential financial consequences.

Residents might reasonably ask: how exactly is this simplification?

From two councils to one – and then back again

At present, Epsom and Ewell residents are served principally by Surrey County Council and Epsom & Ewell Borough
Council.

From April 2027, both are due to disappear and be replaced locally by East Surrey Council. On paper, that reduces two
councils to one.

But the reorganisation was always linked to a wider devolution agenda. A Foundation Strategic Authority covering Surrey
is proposed as a possible first step towards a Mayoral Strategic Authority headed by a directly elected Surrey mayor.

The latest Government proposals would give regional mayors substantial powers, including the ability to intervene in
major planning applications. Those powers could extend to developments of more than 150 homes, large commercial
schemes and buildings of 30 metres or more.

Whatever view one takes of those powers, this would plainly be more than a decorative office. A Surrey mayor and
strategic authority would sit  above East and West Surrey councils,  making decisions across the county on matters
potentially including planning, transport, housing, infrastructure and economic development.

The old county council tier would therefore disappear, only for a new countywide strategic layer to emerge in a different
form.

It may have different boundaries of responsibility, a different constitution and a directly elected mayor. But to residents
looking up the governmental ladder, it may feel remarkably like the return of a second tier.

https://news.comms.surreycc.info/D342C462BF10A960A2408378943959CB9CD6066C35A457D69A855F7227B95610/5082AD452E806ED87F25619A50A8AB62/LE35
https://news.comms.surreycc.info/D342C462BF10A960A2408378943959CB9CD6066C35A457D69A855F7227B95610/5082AD452E806ED87F25619A50A8AB62/LE35
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/surrey-county-council
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/how-two-became-one-became-three-how-unitary-means-trinity
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/how-two-became-one-became-three-how-unitary-means-trinity


24th September 2026

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
8

A new body below as well as one above

Epsom and Ewell also came close to acquiring an additional layer beneath East Surrey Council.

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council conducted a Community Governance Review into establishing two parish councils, styled
as Epsom Community Council and Ewell Community Council. Parish councils are statutory local authorities with elected
councillors and the power to raise their own Council Tax precept.

The proposal was rejected decisively by residents. Around 82 per cent of approximately 2,200 respondents opposed it, and
the plan was abandoned.

That should have settled the question of creating another precepting body below East Surrey Council. Yet the abolition of
the borough leaves a genuine question about what happens to Epsom and Ewell’s mayoralty, civic identity and ceremonial
traditions.

The Borough Council’s preferred answer is Charter Trustees.

Charter Trustees are not parish councils. Their role would be much narrower, principally preserving the mayoralty and
civic and ceremonial functions of the disappearing borough. They would probably be drawn from East Surrey councillors
representing the Epsom and Ewell area rather than forming another separately elected council.

But they would still constitute another public body. They could seek funding from East Surrey Council during their first
year and thereafter would have the power to levy a precept through Council Tax. The Borough Council’s report suggested
that the average Band D charge imposed by existing Charter Trustee bodies is about £2.50 a year.

That may sound modest. The more important question is one of principle and accountability. Residents rejected two new
parish councils carrying separate precepts. They may nevertheless find another precepting body created to preserve civic
arrangements after the borough council is abolished.

There may be a respectable case for maintaining the mayoralty and Epsom and Ewell’s civic identity. But if residents are
to pay for it, however small the initial sum, they are entitled to be consulted and told clearly what the body will cost, what
it will do and how its spending will be controlled.

Three bodies where two once stood

The prospective structure can therefore be summarised simply.

Today, Epsom and Ewell has two principal councils: the borough and the county.

Tomorrow, it may have East Surrey Council in the middle, a Surrey strategic authority and mayor above it, and Charter
Trustees below it.

Two bodies become three.

That does not necessarily mean three full tiers of service-delivering local government. Ministers and council leaders will
no doubt insist upon that distinction. They will describe the mayoral authority as strategic and the Charter Trustees as
ceremonial.

Technically, they would be right. From the resident’s perspective, however, government is not simplified merely by giving
every new layer a different description.

Residents will still want to know who is responsible for a decision. They may have to distinguish between East Surrey
councillors acting as members of the unitary authority and some of those same councillors acting as Charter Trustees. On
major strategic issues, they may have to determine whether responsibility rests with East Surrey Council, a Surrey mayor
or central government.

If the objective was clearer accountability, the emerging structure risks producing the opposite.

Powers must be matched by money and accountability

There is a legitimate argument for devolution. Decisions about Surrey’s transport, infrastructure, economy and housing
may often be better made in Surrey than in Whitehall. A directly elected mayor could provide visible leadership and
secure powers and funding which individual councils could not obtain alone.

But devolution must mean more than transferring obligations without sufficient money. West Surrey Shadow Authority
leader Councillor Paul Follows is right to warn that local government cannot continue absorbing unfunded mandates.

Nor should devolution become a convenient name for rebuilding the hierarchy that reorganisation was supposed to
dismantle.

If a Surrey mayor is necessary, ministers should explain why the strategic functions cannot be exercised jointly by the two
unitary councils.  If  Charter Trustees are necessary,  Epsom & Ewell  Borough Council  should explain why the civic
functions cannot be preserved more simply and without another Council Tax precept.

Above all, the complete structure and its cost should be presented openly. Residents were asked to accept the disruption,
expense and democratic upheaval of abolishing 12 councils on the promise of simpler and more efficient government.

They should not discover, piece by piece, that the promised single tier comes with another body above it and another
below.

Local government reorganisation was sold as the removal of layers. Surrey now appears to be replacing them under new
names.
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That may be devolution. It may be reorganisation. It may even produce better government if it is properly designed and
funded.

But nobody should call it simplification.

Tiers not shed for local government in Surrey after
all….?
1 September 2026

Surrey’s shadow authority leaders have insisted that devolution in the county must be “done right” after the government
proposed beefed up new planning powers for mayors.

Proposals due to be published in the coming week would see mayors across England granted the authority to override
councils on certain planning applications – giving them the same powers already held by the Mayor of London.

These “call in” powers would only apply to developments of more than 150 homes, more than 15,000 square metres of
commercial space, or of buildings 30 metres or taller, the BBC has reported.

It comes amid widespread change to local government in Surrey, with two new unitary councils in East and West Surrey
set to take over from the county council and 11 district councils next year.

But many figures in local government are calling for additional changes that would see the county get an overarching
elected mayor covering the whole of Surrey.

East Surrey Shadow Authority leader Councillor Steve Wotton told the Local Democracy Reporting Service (LDRS) he
supports the creation of a mayor and welcomes the prospect of additional powers handed over from Westminster.

He said: “We have a national housing crisis, public transport leaves behind rural communities and is wholly centred
around London, and there is great potential in the county’s own local economies. 

“More power out of Westminster and closer to Surrey, with a mayor, can help tackle these issues if done right.”

Prime Minister Andy Burnham, who assumed office last  month,  has made regionalism one of  his  core missions in
government.

Mr Burnham previously unveiled proposals to give regional mayors a share of income tax revenue as part of a broader
devolution drive.

The upcoming planning changes could also see mayors given the power to grant “up front” development permission,
although a government spokesperson said councils will still decide most planning applications.

Under current proposals, Surrey could see a foundation strategic authority (FSA) set up from April 2027, which would
allow the two new unitary councils to pool resources on certain service areas.

An FSA serves as a stepping stone towards the creation of a mayoral combined authority, which would involve the
creation of a directly elected mayor of Surrey.

Councillor Wotton added: “It will be important that a future mayor works very closely with the two new councils in
Surrey. 

“We look forward to seeing further detail from government, so that we can help shape what is right for Surrey’s residents
and businesses.”

West Surrey Shadow Authority leader Councillor Paul Follows told the LDRS he is “very keen” to see more powers
devolved to the county, but that “those powers need to come with the funding to make them meaningful”. 

He added: “Local government at every level cannot absorb more un-funded mandates. 

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/tiers-not-shed-for-local-government-in-surrey-after-all
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/tiers-not-shed-for-local-government-in-surrey-after-all
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“Mayors make sense in some parts of the UK but not all, and I hope that the government will be open to working with
local government to develop the most appropriate plans for each area rather than a one-size-fits-all option.”

James Moules Local Democracy Reporter

Related reports

Surrey eyes a share of its own taxes under devolution plans

Burnham ‘commitment’ to Surrey devolution

Surrey Council leader thinks new PM will back a county mayor

Epsom Council leader’s delayed response to additional local government layer initiative

Cllr Dalton seeks another layer of local government

Where do we stand on local government reorganisation in Epsom and Ewell and the county?

Epsom and Ewell to go East in Surrey shake-up

Ukrainian Independence Day celebrated with music,
film and community spirit in Epsom
1 September 2026

Epsom Picturehouse was filled to capacity yesterday afternoon as the local community came together to mark Ukrainian
Independence Day with an afternoon celebrating Ukrainian culture, music and film.

The event began in the Picturehouse foyer, where three young Ukrainians performed a selection of Ukrainian songs.
Singer Diana Zadorizhna, guitarist Vlad Verteba and percussionist Vlad Voloshin provided live music as audiences
gathered before the film screening.

Visitors were also able to browse a colourful display of Ukrainian crafts, handmade by local Ukrainian women. The crafts
offered a glimpse into Ukraine’s rich artistic traditions and gave members of the community an opportunity to share
something of their heritage with their neighbours in Epsom.

Nina Kaye of Epsom & Ewell Refugee Network  welcomed the audience, and the afternoon began with everyone
standing to sing the Ukrainian national anthem.

Roy Deadman, founder of Surrey Stands with Ukraine, introduced the film and spoke about the importance of cultural
exchange and of continuing to share Ukrainian culture with the wider community.

The audience went on to enjoy Mavka: The Forest Song, one of Ukraine’s most successful animated films. Inspired by
Ukrainian folklore and Lesya Ukrainka’s celebrated 1911 drama The Forest Song, the film combines fantasy, romance,
comedy and music with a powerful celebration of Ukraine’s natural and cultural heritage.

The screening attracted a full house, demonstrating once again the strong support that the local community continues to
show for Ukrainians living in the area. For those attending, the event was not simply a film screening, but an opportunity
to come together, celebrate Ukrainian identity and culture, and strengthen the friendships that have grown between
Ukrainians now living in Epsom and the wider community.

The enthusiastic response reflected the continuing message of solidarity that has characterised local support for Ukraine
since the beginning of the full-scale Russian invasion: Ukrainian culture is alive, vibrant and something to be shared and
celebrated.

Nina Kaye

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/james-moules
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-eyes-a-share-of-its-own-taxes-under-devolution-plans
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/burnham-commitment-to-surrey-devolution
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-council-leader-thinks-new-pm-will-back-a-county-mayor
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-council-leaders-delayed-response-to-additional-local-government-layer-initiative
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/cllr-dalton-seeks-another-layer-of-local-government
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/where-do-we-stand-on-local-government-reorganisation-in-epsom-and-ewell-and-the-county
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-to-go-east-in-surrey-shake-up
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ukrainian-independence-day-celebrated-with-music-film-and-community-spirit-in-epsom
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ukrainian-independence-day-celebrated-with-music-film-and-community-spirit-in-epsom
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/nina-kaye
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The young have their place in new Surrey governing
1 September 2026

Surrey’s youngest councillors want to see more young people get involved in local government – and not let growing
hostility towards elected representatives deter them from standing.

Elections to Surrey’s two new unitary authorities in May saw several councillors under the age of 30 elected to the
shadow council.

These new councils will formally assume all local government responsibilities from next April, at which point Surrey
County Council and all 11 district councils will be abolished.

However, many younger councillors across the country face heightened online threats and abuse due to their age – with a
2024 Local Government Association (LGA) survey finding that seven in 10 councillors had received abuse or intimidation
in the past 12 months.

The  LGA’s  findings  added that  younger  councillors  will  often  report  heightened abuse  “suggesting  they  were  too
inexperienced” due to their age.

But several of the new shadow councillors told the Local Democracy Reporting Service (LDRS) they are determined not to
let this stand in the way of doing their jobs – or deter them from standing for office.

Councillor Harleen Boparai (Liberal Democrats: Staines South and Ashford West) said: “Yes, we are faced with online
abuse but young people are more aware than any other generation. 

“We know how to ignore comments from bad faith actors and stay focused on getting things done for our communities.”

In a July meeting of the East Surrey Shadow Authority, councillors of all  ages shared examples of the threats and
intimidation they had received from residents and voters – which included threats of violence and inappropriate messages.

“This behaviour discourages good people from standing for public office,” Councillor Kirsty Hewens (Liberal Democrats:
Walton South & Oatlands) told councillors at the meeting.

Despite the online abuse and intimidation faced by younger councillors, many of those elected have said they want to use
their office to address the issues facing young people in Surrey.

Councillor Bradley Nelson (Liberal Democrats: Dorking) said “As councillors in our twenties, we also know how difficult it
is to afford a home, get around without a car or find thriving town centres that offer opportunities for younger people. 

“Rather than complain about those challenges, we’ve chosen to try do something about it.”

He pointed to the startlingly high cost of housing in Surrey, which is among the highest in the country outside of London,
as a key issue affecting younger people in the county. 

He added that balancing his council duties alongside his early career helps bring a useful perspective to the council.

Councillor Josh Lambert (Liberal Democrats: Walton North) added: “Being a councillor shouldn’t be restricted to those
with surplus time or money. It’s vital that young working people are represented in local government.

James Moules Local Democracy Reporter

Salts bow out of FA Cup to Crowborough
1 September 2026

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/the-young-have-their-place-in-new-surrey-governing
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Epsom & Ewell FC 0–3 Crowborough Athletic. 22nd August – Chalky Lane – The Emirates FA Cup Preliminary
Round

Epsom & Ewell bowed out of the Emirates FA Cup after a 3–0 defeat to Step 4 side Crowborough Athletic at Chalky Lane.

A crowd of 122 watched the Preliminary Round tie, for which the Salts made two changes following injuries sustained
during their midweek defeat at Metropolitan Police.

In more pleasant conditions after the recent spell of hot weather, Epsom gave a good account of themselves throughout
the first half.

The hosts had a strong appeal for a penalty when Courtney Swaby went down following a challenge by the Crowborough
goalkeeper. The referee was unmoved and instead booked Swaby for diving.

Epsom then suffered a further setback with only around 30 seconds of the half remaining, conceding an avoidable goal to
send Crowborough into the interval with a 1–0 lead.

Crowborough doubled their advantage in the 55th minute with a fine strike from the edge of the penalty area.

The visitors were subsequently awarded a penalty for handball after the ball struck an Epsom player’s arm from close
range. It appeared a particularly harsh decision, given that the player had little opportunity to move out of the way.

Epsom thought they had pulled a goal back with around 10 minutes remaining, only for the effort to be ruled out for
offside.

Crowborough ultimately saw out the tie to record a 3–0 victory, although the final scoreline arguably flattered the visitors
after a competitive performance from the Salts.

Epsom & Ewell now turn their attention to next weekend’s away fixture against Godalming Town, while Crowborough
progress to the next round of the FA Cup.

Epsom and Ewell FC Media

Epsom  woman  celebrates  remarkable  100th
birthday
1 September 2026

An Epsom woman has celebrated her 100th birthday surrounded by three generations of her family and dozens of friends.

Helen Blackman, née Aldridge, was born in Richmond upon Thames on 22 August 1926. She later married Epsom resident
Derek Blackman and has lived in the borough ever since.

Mrs Blackman was widowed when her husband died in his 50s, leaving her with three children. She never remarried and
has remained closely involved in the local community, where friends describe her as a public-spirited woman who is
always willing to help anyone in need, without waiting to be asked or expecting anything in return.

A committed monarchist, Mrs Blackman joined the crowds on The Mall for the coronation of the late Queen Elizabeth II in
1953.  She  has  amassed  a  treasured  collection  of  royal  memorabilia  marking  coronations  and  other  important
anniversaries, to which she can now add a centenary message from King Charles III.

A keen traveller and sightseer, she has enjoyed numerous coach holidays across Europe and the United States. Her other
interests include crosswords and the arts, particularly theatre, ballet, opera and classical music.

She continues to attend Glyndebourne Opera each year, courtesy of a nephew who is a conductor and countertenor.

Although her sight is now badly impaired, her speech, hearing and memory remain strong, and she continues to walk with
no more assistance than a walking stick.

Mrs Blackman marked her milestone birthday at a celebration organised by her three children at her eldest daughter’s

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/epsom-and-ewell-fc-media
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home and garden in Tadworth.

Around 60 guests attended the gathering, including many of her grandchildren and great-grandchildren. The festivities
took place in near-perfect weather and came as a surprise to the centenarian, who had known she was visiting her
daughter but had little idea of the large gathering awaiting her.

Friends and family describe her as “a very exceptional and remarkable lady”.

A special correspondent.

[Despite sharing a surname, the late Derek Blackman is not believed to have been related to Epsom & Ewell Times
director Lionel Blackman.]
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Olympic  star  helps  launch  children’s  gymnastics
and ninja club in Epsom
1 September 2026

Children in Epsom will have a new opportunity to try gymnastics, parkour and free running when a community sports club
opens at Blenheim High School in September.

Gymfinity Kids is launching gymnastics and “ninja” classes for children aged from two to 14, with an introductory opening
weekend taking place from Friday 4 to Sunday 6 September.

Olympic medallist and former Commonwealth Games champion Beth Tweddle MBE, who designed the organisation’s
gymnastics programme, will support the launch by visiting schools in the Epsom area.

The new club will run one-hour sessions intended to help children develop physical skills, confidence and an enjoyment of
exercise, regardless of their previous sporting experience.

Its ninja classes combine elements of parkour and free running, while the gymnastics programme introduces children to
the core skills of the sport. Sessions will be led by trained coaches.

Inspiring children to get moving

Beth Tweddle said: “I’m really excited to be bringing Gymfinity Kids’ gymnastics and ninja classes to Epsom and creating
more opportunities for children in the area to get active and try something new.

“Whether they’re discovering gymnastics for the first time, giving ninja a go, or simply finding a new way to move and
have fun, I want every child to feel welcome and encouraged to explore what they’re capable of.

“Community clubs like this are a fantastic way to make activity more accessible to children and families, while giving
children the opportunity to build confidence, learn new skills and find something they really enjoy.

“I’m looking forward to visiting schools in the area and helping inspire the next generation to get moving.”

Tweddle won bronze on the uneven bars at the London 2012 Olympic Games and was a three-time world champion. Her
career also included Commonwealth Games gold medals for England.

Five community clubs in the area

The opening will bring the number of Gymfinity Kids community clubs in the wider area to five. The company also
operates purpose-built centres in Bracknell and Walton-on-Thames.

Paul Kirwin, chief executive of Gymfinity Kids, said: “We’re passionate about making it easier for children to get active
and discover a sport that they enjoy, which is exactly what our community clubs are designed to do.

“Our new Epsom Community Club will give children the opportunity to try something new, develop physical skills and
build confidence in a fun and supportive environment.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/olympic-star-helps-launch-childrens-gymnastics-and-ninja-club-in-epsom
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“Whether they discover a passion for gymnastics or ninja, or simply find a new way to enjoy being active, we want every
child to feel that sport is for them.”

The club will be based at Blenheim High School, Longmead Road, Epsom, KT19 9BH.

Further information and booking details are available from the Gymfinity Kids Epsom club page and its online timetable.

Sam Jones – Reporter

Photo: Beth Tweddle with a child
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