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Northern Lights up Epsom
2 July 2024

At their “Mass in Blue” concert Saturday 29th June, St Martins Church, Epsom, the Epsom Chamber Choir succeeded
once again in enhancing their reputation for exciting performances of adventurous programmes.

The evening kicked off with “Northern Lights” by the contemporary Latvian composer, Ēriks Ešenvalds, and saw the
choir placed unusually in the chancel, rather than in their customary position nearer the audience in the transept. This
meant that their entrance was not greeted by the usual applause, as the audience hadn’t realised that they had arrived!
After a vigorous opening, the reason for this placing became apparent as the piece employs tuned wine glasses and
chimes which need to be supported – the choir stalls being ideal. 

Ešenvalds uses this unusual instrumentation to produce a sustained shimmering sound which underscores the choir
particularly effectively in the quieter passages. A timely work for us in the UK, having recently been treated to magical
displays of the Northern Lights! 

The choir returned to their normal positions for “Stargazer” by the contemporary British composer, Alec Roth. His style
recalls Holst’s and Britten’s – especially the Flower Songs – and the choir showed some wonderful legato singing in the
shifting harmonic colours. 

Vocalist Maddie Martin and the LJ Jazz Trio then provided us with a jazzy interlude, and the first half of the concert
concluded with another contemporary British composer, Jonathan Dove and his “The Passing of the Year”. These seven,
contrasting part-songs – stunningly accompanied by choir member, virtuoso pianist Stephen Ridge – gave the choir the
chance to display their convincing mastery of complex and quirky rhythms, and cool and hot tone clusters.  

The second half of the concert was given over to “Mass in Blue” by a third contemporary British composer, Will Todd.
While not a personal favourite, this exciting setting of the mass has gained huge popularity across the choral world. The
blues scale permeates the whole work but the choir immediately seemed fully “in the groove”, secure and quite at ease
with the challenging blues harmonies and rhythms.

At times, some were unable to resist the urge for spontaneous swaying! Singing almost as a complex backing group to the
jazz trio and vocalist,  the choir was able to show off its skill  with sensitive phrasing and highly effective dynamic
contrasts. A convincing performance of a welcome addition to the repertoire.

Nick Landauer
Photo: ©Edward Webb

Epsom Downs Summer season race tips
2 July 2024

The Summer Season kicks off at Epsom Downs on Wednesday evening with a competitive six-race card for punters
heading to the track. 

Racing gets underway at 6.20pm with a seven-runner apprentice handicap before rounding off at 9.00pm as ten runners
take on the class four handicap. 

Read below to see the latest Horse racing betting and tips for Epsom’s Wednesday card

The opener (6.20) is an apprentice handicap over the one mile and two furlong trip with Giselles Defence arriving in the
best form of the field, winning at Pontefract in May  and getting back on track at Leicester 18 days ago after a poor ninth
prior so should take the beating here. Of his rivals, Oj Lifestyle was a Newbury maiden winner in 2022 who hasn’t fired

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/northern-lights-up-epsom
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-downs-summer-season-race-tips
https://www.boylesports.com/sports/horse-racing
https://www.boylesports.com/sports/horse-racing
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since but is dropping down into much calmer waters here. 

Race two on the card (6.50) sees seven runners head to the stalls for the maiden stakes in class four for two-year-old’s and
Sir Peter Fossick for trainer Charlie Johnston is taken to get off the mark on debut, a half-brother to several winners over
the this seven-furlong trip so he makes plenty of appeal on paper. 

Mr Wagyu is on a losing run but has a fine record at Epsom and is back for more in race three on Wednesday’s card
(7.25), only slightly edged out on Derby Day so has to be considered back at his favoured track. Indian Creek won this
race last year off a 2lb higher mark so is set to be amongst the top end as well in this six furlong class three handicap. 

Trainer Ralph Beckett’s son of Galileo, Atlantic Convoy, looks ripe for improvement in handicap company and he is the
selection in race four on the card (8.00) having taken a step in the right direction when seventh in a Sandown maiden last
month and is up in trip here. 

The penultimate race on Epsom’s card arrives at 8.30 with a one mile and four furlong handicap in class six. A competitive
heat, Our Papa Smurf should be bang up there for trainer Gary Moore off the back of a win at Goodwood on June 14,
going up in trip here by three furlongs. Of his rivals, Angel On High can give the Moore runner plenty to think about with
two thirds and a second in his last three outings. 

Finally, the card comes to a close with the ten-runner handicap in class four for three-year-old’s and upwards (9.00), with
preference in the finale heading to Justcallmepete, who can cash in on his low turf mark – 10lb lower than when he races
on the all-weather surface – to take the spoils in the card closer ahead of course and distance winner Marlay Park, who
has won four times at Epsom in his career. 

Epsom selections – Wednesday

6.20 – Giselles Defence

6.50 – Sir Peter Fossick

7.25 – Mr Wagyu

8.00 – Atlantic Convoy 

8.30 – Our Papa Smurf

9.00 – Justcallmepete
Image: Credit Paul. CC BY 2.0

10,000 mile pilgrimage to Epsom
2 July 2024

John Bates, grandson of Beatrice Bates, travelled over 10,000 miles from Australia to Horton Cemetery in Epsom to pay
his respects to Beatrice. His grandmother is one of 9000 buried in Europe’s largest and now abandoned asylum cemetery.
The Friends of Horton Cemetery continue to battle to retrieve this important graveyard from a property speculator. A
petition, already signed by over 1200 supporters, calls on Epsom and Ewell Borough Council to change its damaging
opinion that the Cemetery is “amenity woodland”.

Here is John Bates’ personal account of his May 2024 pilgrimage from Adelaide to Epsom.

In loving memory of Beatrice Miriam Bates, a woman of enduring strength and grace, whose life
and legacy continue to resonate deeply within our family. Beatrice’s journey came to an end in 1933
at West Park Hospital in Epsom, Surrey, leaving behind a mystery that lingered for decades. It was
a personal mission of mine to uncover the truth of her final resting place, a mission that revealed
not only her burial site but also a profound connection to our family’s history.

Beatrice Miriam Bates was laid to rest in Horton Cemetery, a place that, despite the passage of
time, faced the threat of being erased by development. Discovering her burial site through ancestry
records was a pivotal moment, one that brought closure to our family and deepened our
understanding of Beatrice’s life. Horton Cemetery, overgrown and largely forgotten by many, stands
as a testament to the lives of those who came before us, including Beatrice.

In 2024, ninety-one years after Beatrice’s passing, I made a personal pilgrimage from Australia to

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/10000-mile-pilgrimage-to-epsom
https://www.change.org/p/restore-horton-cemetery-to-community-ownership-and-correct-description?source_location=search
https://www.change.org/p/restore-horton-cemetery-to-community-ownership-and-correct-description?source_location=search
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Horton Cemetery. Walking around the overgrown grounds, I felt the weight of history and the
importance of preserving this sacred space. The memorial at the entrance stands as a solitary
guardian of the memories held within, a symbol of resistance against the encroaching tide of
development.

The ‘Friends of Horton Cemetery’ have been instrumental in championing the cause to protect this
site. Their dedication ensures that the stories of those buried there, including Beatrice’s, are
remembered and honoured. It is a cause that resonates deeply with me, as I believe in the
importance of preserving Horton Cemetery for all the souls who rest there and for the relatives who
seek a connection to their past.

Beatrice’s story, accessible to all through the efforts of the ‘Friends of Horton Cemetery,’ shines a
light on her resilience and spirit. Her life, though marked by challenges, is a testament to the
courage and strength that define our family. Her memory serves as a beacon, guiding us to cherish
our heritage and to honour the lives of those who came before us.

As we reflect on Beatrice’s life, we are reminded of the importance of family, history, and the
relentless pursuit of truth. Her legacy is a testament to the enduring power of love and
remembrance. Through the efforts to preserve Horton Cemetery, Beatrice and all those resting there
are given the respect and recognition they deserve.

In honour of Beatrice Miriam Bates, let us continue to share her story and all the stories of those
buried in Horton Cemetery and protect the places that hold our collective memories. Her spirit lives
on in each of us, a symbol of resilience and hope for generations to come.

Rest in peace, dear Beatrice. Your story will never be forgotten.

With all our love,

Your Grandson…. John E. M. Bates.

Beatrice Bates full story can be read on The Friends of Horton Cemetery website HERE

Sick “jokes” end trainee PC’s career
2 July 2024

A Surrey trainee police officer, who ‘joked’ he would rape a domestic abuse victim, has been sacked from Surrey Police.

PC Samuel Wilton, a trainee officer since 2023, admitted gross to misconduct at an accelerated hearing on June 26.

Fellow officers reported PC Wilton ‘joking’ that “if she [a woman] was a domestic violence victim I would still rape her” on
a night out in Five and Lime Bar in Guildford on January 5.

Comments made by the trainee officer included: “If they were single, I would break her in half”. He also said: “If there
was a Domestic Violence (DV) victim who was fit, I would rape her” then adding: “If the DV victim was fit and dead, I
would still rape her”.

The training group, for which PC Wilton was part, had received training about professional behaviour and standards
expected in the police force on the very same day that he made the comments.

PC Wilton was then placed on restricted duties. Still in police training, PC Wilton was never on front line duties.

Allegations  against  PC Wilton were proven in  the hearing,  and he was found to  have breached the Standards of
Professional Behaviour amounting to gross misconduct. “I am absolutely disgusted with myself,” PC Wilton said during
the hearing, as he told inspectors about his life-long ambition to be in the force. He added: “I will never forgive myself of a
lifetime of focus for a moment of madness.”

PC Wilton assured the hearing that he has “grown as a person”, reflecting ‘daily’ on his comments. PC Wilton also said he
has taken reading courses he has taken on sex and gender equality to educate himself.

“I am more than this incident and this mistake,” PC Wilton told the hearing as he asked for a second chance. He added:
“In my naivety and thoughtlessness, I have contributed to the [misogynistic and abusive culture] that the police try to
eradicate.”

https://hortoncemetery.org/bates-beatrice-miriam/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/sick-jokes-end-trainee-pcs-career
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However Peter Gardner, Assistant Chief Constable for Surrey, concluded: “For the public interest you should cease public
duty immediately.” He stressed that,  although the incident amounted to gross misconduct,  there is no evidence or
allegation that PC Milton is a threat to the public. 

The hearing heard that, drunkenness was “no defence” for his behaviour, as agreed by both investigation officers and PC
Wilton, who said he never intended to offend anyone.

The misconduct hearing noted the trainee officer does not regularly drink to excess and so ‘could not have foreseen’ his
conduct.

The panel concluded that the incident could damage the police’s reputation and make the public think less of the police.

Recent  high-profile  incidents  such  as  Hampshire  police  officers  sending  discriminatory  whatsapp  messages  were
highlighted as part of a perceived ‘culture of misogyny’ within the police. Investigating officers said they wanted to send a
very clear message of “there is no place for you in the police service” if misconduct is found.

The misconduct hearing concluded that “anything less than a dismissal would not achieve the purpose of misconduct
proceedings” and “fail to maintain public confidence and the police’s reputation”.

Acknowledging PC Wilton’s regret, lifetime ambition to be in the force and commitment to the civic duty, Assistant Chief
Cons said in his closing remarks: “Please don’t let this determine the rest of your life”.

Numerous character references were given to the hearing from PC Wilton’s former colleagues, mostly female, including
those from his time in the RAF. One female colleague said the comments were “completely out of character” for PC
Wilton, with others praising his ‘teamwork’, ‘professionalism’ and ’emotional intelligence.

Deputy Chief Constable Nev Kemp said in a statement to the press after the meeting: “The comments made by PC Wilton
are deeply offensive and disgraceful for any police officer to make, whether on or off duty and simply cannot be condoned.

“I am pleased that his colleagues reported his behaviour without delay. This demonstrates that this standard of behaviour
is not tolerated in Surrey Police, and I commend them for taking the immediate action that they did.

“Fortunately, PC Wilton has never carried out any frontline duties or come into contact with members of the public as a
police officer. His conduct on that night falls far short of the high standards and example expected of our officers and staff
in order to maintain the trust and confidence of our local communities.”

PC Wilton will have five working days to lodge an appeal against his dismissal.
Image: Surrey Police ethics print on wall at Mount Browne HQ. (Credit: Emily Dalton/LDRS)

Eric Tenney
2 July 2024

Eric Tenney, passed away on 9th June 2024
in Henford Nursing Home

Cremation service takes place on 5th July 2024 11.45 at Randalls Park
Road Crematorium, Leatherhead, Surrey

Epsom and Ewell Parliament candidates interviewed
2 July 2024

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/eric-tenney
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-parliament-candidates-interviewed
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On Monday 17th June James Hains of the Epsom and Ewell Times conducted interviews with Gina Miller (True and Fair
Party), Mhairi Fraser (Conservative), Helen Maguire (Liberal Democrat), Stephen McKenna (Green Party) and Mark Todd
(Labour). The interviews were filmed by the Creative and Media Team at NESCOT in Ewell. Epsom and Ewell Times
extends our immense gratitude to NESCOT for their professionalism and service especially Charlie McCarthy.

Mayuran Senthilnathan of the Reform Party was called away at short notice and could not make the schedule.

Here are the interviews:

Epsom and Ewell Times thanks all the candidates who took part.

They are all a credit to our democracy whether you agree with them or not.

Make sure you vote on 4th July and don’t forget your photo ID.

More opinions of opinion polls
2 July 2024

In the run-up to the 2024 general election, polling data for party support in Epsom and Ewell shows a fluctuating
political landscape. Epsom and Ewell has returned a Conservative Party since the constituency was first created.

However, recent polling data indicates a potential upheaval.

In the 2019 general election, the Conservatives maintained a significant lead with 53% of the vote. The Liberal Democrats
followed with 23%, while the Labour Party took a 17% share. However, recent polls now place the Liberal Democrats at
the forefront as potential victors in the upcoming election 4th July.

This data comes emerges from the model of Electoral Calculus, which predicts that the Liberal Democrats have a 72%
chance of winning the elections this term, with the Conservatives at 20%​. The model suggests a dramatic turnaround
favouring the Liberal Democrats, with a swing of 26.09% of support from the Conservatives. In addition, the Electoral
Calculus predicts that the Labour party will have a 5% chance of winning.

Even so, alternative polling sources, such as the UK Polling Report, suggest a more closely contesting race. The current
support levels are predicted to be 29.76% for the Conservatives, 24.21% for the Liberal Democrats, and 24.03% for
Labour. It indicates that there is a significant residual support for the Conservative Party, which challenges the prediction
of a Liberal Democrat win, making the race far from
a foregone conclusion.

YouGov polls illustrate a more volatile landscape in comparison, with the winners emerging differently on a weekly basis,
underscoring the volatility in voters’ intentions. According to the latest YouGov prediction, the support in Epsom and
Ewell is 35.1% for the Conservatives, 25.9% for the Liberal Democrats, and 19.7% for Labour.

This general election highlights Epsom and Ewell as a key constituency, reflecting upon broader electoral trends across
the United Kingdom.
Image: Creator: https://pixy.org/ | Credit: https://pixy.org/4155081/ Copyright: CC BY-NC-ND 4.0

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/more-opinions-of-opinion-polls
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Epsom  kickboxers  seek  funds  for  world
championships
2 July 2024

Epsom based Absolute Martial Arts, a well-regarded martial arts school, is celebrating a significant achievement this
year. Thirteen of their talented students have qualified and earned the honour to represent England at the WKC World
Championships in Portugal.

However, the path to this prestigious event comes with considerable financial challenges.

In the world of kickboxing, athletes receive no financial backing. Craig and Rachel Harrington, passionate owners of
Absolute Martial Arts, commented, “Unfortunately, kickboxing is a sport that requires complete self-funding.” This means
every expense – from flights and accommodation to entry fees and team uniforms – must be covered by the athletes
themselves.

To raise some of these costs, Absolute Martial Arts is hosting a free fundraising event at Wallace Fields Infants School
in Epsom on July 21st. The event promises to be a fun-filled day, featuring a “sparathon”, various activities for children
and adults alike, a BBQ with raffles, and so much more. The Harringtons further mentioned that they would love for this
event to raise awareness, not just for kickboxing as a sport, but also for the athletes who go to great lengths to achieve
their dreams.

Notably, the club holds a strong track record, having achieved success in previous years. During the last championship,
they sent seven fighters who brought home an impressive tally of four gold and three silver medals— a true testament to
their skill and dedication. This year, with thirteen qualifiers, the expectations are even higher, though so are the financial
demands. As a result, Absolute Martial Arts is reaching out to the local community within Epsom and Ewell, counting on a
strong turnout at their upcoming fundraising event.

Mark your calendars for July 21st at Wallace Fields Infants School and join them for the fundraiser. The support of local
residents can make a significant difference in helping these young athletes realize their dreams on the world stage.

For more information, visit Absolute Martial Arts’ website or contact Michelle Downes at doodab@blueyonder.co.uk or
07540 460680.

Conservative who promises to serve “with integrity”
2 July 2024

Epsom and Ewell Times is publishing the appeals of the Parliamentary Candidates standing in the General Election for the
constituency of Epsom and Ewell. This is the appeal of Mhairi Fraser the Conservative Party candidate.

Epsom has been my family home for almost 20 years. All three of my younger siblings went to school here, at Glyn and
Epsom College; my mum worked at Leatherhead Food Research; in university holidays I could be found working behind
the bar at the Marquis of Granby, or volunteering at Epsom Hospital Radio; and as a young graduate, I commuted from
Epsom into the City. I have a genuine drive to protect everything that makes Epsom, Ewell, Ashtead and Leatherhead
special, and I also know where they need investment and attention.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-kickboxers-seek-funds-for-world-championships
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-kickboxers-seek-funds-for-world-championships
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/conservative-who-promises-to-serve-with-integrity
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I love this country and everything it stands for, and I believe traditional Conservative values – strong education, low taxes
for workers and businesses, efficient use of public money, respect for law and order, and the personal freedom to allow
you to aspire to great things – is the best way to build a Britain where that is possible for everyone.

I am running to be your MP because I believe it is time to bring integrity back to our politics. Having built a career as an
anti-corruption lawyer at one of the top law firms in the world – whether advising the world’s most influential companies
and governments on how to fight money laundering, or defending Nobel Peace Prize winners against persecution by
foreign governments – integrity is, quite literally, my speciality.

That is why you will have seen me challenge other parties’ policies, which I believe would restrain the potential of us all,
and of this country. But you have never heard me on the doorstep, or online, or in a leaflet, attack any of my opponents as
individuals. Everyone is fed up with the division that is rife in our politics at the moment; it’s time that the British public
was put before self-interest.

Having been lucky enough to call it my home, I know that’s how we do things in Epsom, Ewell, Ashtead and Leatherhead
too. This is a really special place, with a rare community feel for somewhere so close to London. We put politics aside and
work together – whether as neighbours or colleagues, in community groups or for charities – to make things better. I
promise to do the same for you, here and in Westminster, starting with my key local priorities.

Protecting the Green Belt:

We are at a critical point, with only a few months left to have the Draft Local Plan amended to remove Green Belt sites. I
have been visible at both of this year’s Green Belt protests, but I have also been quietly working behind the scenes, using
my legal expertise to assist the Keep Epsom & Ewell Green Belt Group with legal strategy. I am in excellent company with
my Conservative councillors Kieran Persand and Bernie Muir, who have consistently fought to remove the Green Belt from
the Draft Local Plan.
 
Home ownership is one of the great aspirations of the younger generations in Surrey, and we all know that there is a need
for new homes to be built for those who are currently finding it impossible to get on the housing ladder. But our housing
needs can be met by building on brownfield sites, which have previously been developed, rather than forever destroying
the Green Belt. If elected, I will continue to fight for a “brownfield first” strategy – including pushing the Council to
consider the alternative plan for development at Kiln Lane and Longmead – which will be able to meet our actual housing
needs as a borough.

The Green Belt is an essential home to hundreds of native species of flora and fauna. The minute the concrete is poured,
the land is forever lost to nature. But there are also human consequences to building hundreds of new homes on
inappropriate sites that do not have the infrastructure to support them. Schools and GP services running out of places.
Traffic jams polluting our air. An increased risk of homes being flooded.

I am adamant: I will not let Epsom, Ewell, Ashtead and Leatherhead turn into carbon copies of Croydon and Woking. Our
Green Belt and green spaces must be protected.

Tackling crime with a more visible police presence:

We deserve to feel safe at home, and when we head out. Under the Conservatives there are more police in Surrey than
ever before, but I know that levels of vehicle theft, burglary, violent crime, drug dealing and shoplifting remain too high.

I have been relaying residents’ and business owners’ concerns straight to the top, to the Surrey Police and Crime
Commissioner – and I will be a consistent voice for a more visible police presence on the streets of Epsom, Ewell, Ashtead
and Leatherhead, because I firmly believe that more bobbies on the beat is the best deterrent to crime.

Improving commuter services:

Local residents using Ewell West, Stoneleigh and Worcester Park stations have been suffering unacceptable levels of
overcrowding, delays and cancellations on South Western Railway trains at peak hours.

The supposed ease of the commute to and from London is one of the major reasons people have chosen to live in this area,
and these issues are causing serious levels of disruption and stress. I know what it’s like – I’ve commuted to and from
London on the same line on and off over a period of almost twenty years.

I have already spoken with representatives of South Western Railway to discuss train services in the constituency, and am
pushing them to provide two extra trains during the morning peak and, in the interim, to reorganise their existing fleet to
introduce additional ten-coach services for morning commuters.

Regenerating our high streets:

The high streets of Epsom and Leatherhead have long been in need of regeneration, and the best way to achieve that is to
allow local businesses to thrive – by reducing taxes and abolishing unnecessary red tape.

I have kept my promise to you to run a clean campaign; it is the first of many promises to you that I will keep, continuing
with my pledges above.

The other candidates:

Mark my words for Labour candidate

Lib Dems’ Helen Maguire – “Getting Things Done”

The Green promises

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/mark-my-words-for-labour-candidate
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/lib-dems-helen-maguire-getting-things-done
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/the-green-promises


5th February 2026 weekly

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY

8

Reform candidate for Epsom and Ewell

A True and Fair view of the world

Surrey to have a new political colour 4th July?
2 July 2024

Jeremy Hunt “faces a tight race” to be re-elected according to new polls that show Surrey could have as many as 12 new
MPs after the July 4 general election.

Only East Surrey’s Conservative MP and Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero, Claire Coutinho, are
predicted to be safe.

Data published by Ipsos suggests the combination of big beast Conservative resignations and huge swings in voting
intentions could drastically alter the political map.

The projections are based on Ipsos’ first MRP poll that uses a large-scale online survey of nearly 20,000 participants
together with population data at a constituency level, to project which party will win individual seats at the upcoming
General Election. 

Currently every single seat in the county is held by a Conservative but Ipsos polling has the Liberal Democrats poised to
win in Esher and Walton, Dorking and Horley, Guildford, and Epsom and Ewell leaning that way too. 

The  scale  of  the  swings  needed  are  huge  with  the  Conservatives  holding  majorities  as  high  as  29  per  cent  in
constituencies predicted to go to the Lib Dems.

Three seats, with what would normally be considered safe Tory strongholds with majorities greater than 30 per cent, are
also said to be in play.

Runnymede and Weybridge, Woking, Spelthorne,  Windsor, and Godalming and Ash are all toss ups, according to Ipsos.

Even among the seats Ipsos has staying blue, Ipsos says that Surrey Heath, Farnham and Bordon, and Reigate are only
“leaning” Conservative with just East Surrey – which was last won by Claire Coutinho in 2019 with a 40 per cent majority
“likely” to stay Tory.

Nationally the polls show:

Labour winning 453 – with ‘certainty’ range of 439 to 462 seats

Conservatives 115 – with a range of 99 to 123 seats

Liberal Democrats 38 – with a range of 35 to 48 seats

SNP 15 – with a range of 13 to 23 seats

Plaid Cymru four – with a range of two to five seats

Reform UK three – with range of three to 10 seats

Green Party three with a range of zero to four seats

According to Ipsos data the voting intentions in Surrey are: 

Liberal Democrat gains

Esher and Walton (Strong Liberal Democrat) overturning conservative majority of 5 per cent

Con 28%, Lib Dem 50%, Lab 11%, Ref 8%, Green 3%

Dorking (Likely Liberal Democrat) overturning  Conservative majority  of 19 per cent

Con 30%, Lab 17%, Lib Dem 41%, Ref 8%, Green 4%

Guildford (Likely Liberal Democrat – overturning Conservative majority of  6 per cent 

Con 25%, Lab 16%, Lib Dem 39%, Ref 15%, Green 4%

Epsom and Ewell (Lean Liberal Democrat – overturning  Conservative majority of 29 per cent

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/reform-candidate-for-epsom-and-ewell
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/a-true-and-fair-view-of-the-world
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-to-have-a-new-political-colour-4th-july
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Con 30%, Lab 23%, Lib Dem 35%, Ref 7%, Green 4%

Conservative holds:

Surrey Heath (Lean Conservative) majority 30 per cent

Con 36%, Lab 18%, Lib Dem 30%, Ref 12%, Green 4%

Farnham and Bordon (Lean Conservative) majority 27%

Con 37%, Lab 17%, Lib Dem 31%, Ref 11%, Green 4%

Reigate (Lean Conservative) majority 36%

Con 34%, Lab 29%, Lib Dem 18%, Ref 9%, Green 10%

East Surrey (Likely Conservative)  majority 40%

Con 38%, Lab 26%, Lib Dem 16%, Ref 15%, Green 5%

Toss ups

Runnymede and Weybridge (Toss up) Conservative majority 31 per cent

Con 35%, Lab 31%, Lib Dem 18%, Ref 10%, Green 5%

Woking (Toss up) Conservative majority 17 per cent

Con 35%, Lab 30%, Lib Dem 25%, Ref 9%, Green 5%

Godalming and Ash (Toss up) Conservative majority 19 per cent

Con 34%, Lab 17%, Lib Dem 33%, Ref 11%, Green 5%

Spelthorne (Toss up) Conservative majority 37 per cent

Con 31%, Lab 31%, Lib Dem 17%, Ref 16%, Green 5%

Jeremy Hunt and Paul Follows were contacted for this story.

Related reports:

6 out of 11 Conservative MPs leaving Surrey

Taxing question for Surrey’s private schools
2 July 2024

Labour’s proposal to add VAT to private school fees has ignited a fierce debate in Surrey, home to numerous prestigious
independent schools. The policy, aimed at generating £1.5 billion to improve state education, has drawn both sharp
criticism and staunch support from local residents, educators, and politicians

One Surrey grandmother explained that her grandchildren go to private school and says she thought it is a “ridiculous”
policy on “hard-working people”.

Labour has said that if  it  wins the general  election it  plans to remove tax exemptions that private schools enjoy,
generating around £1.5billion. The most significant of these is scrapping VAT exemptions on private school fees.

Critics say taxing private schools does not hit  the super rich but hurts middle-income parents.  Cllr Kate Fairhurst
(Conservative/ Reigate) said: “I am very concerned that Labour’s plans will punish families striving and investing for a
better future for their children.”

Private schools could make cuts to absorb the added VAT cost, Labour Shadow Chancellor of the Exchequer Rachel
Reeves has said, so it is not passed on to parents.

Profoundly objecting, Roger Jones, a previous Conservative candidate for Dorking. said: “Private schools would have to
axe a third of its [departments]”, causing the most affluent of pupils to move to other fee paying schools” or in the public
sector. He added the suggestion of cuts as an option is rooted in the Labour’s envy of the privately educated.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/6-out-of-11-conservative-mps-leaving-surrey
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/taxing-question-for-surreys-private-schools
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With the money raised, Labour said it will improve standards in state schools by employing 6,500 teachers, improving
schools and careers advice, as well as helping pay for mental health support staff in every secondary school.

Surrey has around 140 private schools: including primary, secondary and special schools. Fees vary between schools, but
the cost of independent education in Surrey is above the national average.

They range from £18,975–£38,367 per year for day pupils and from £25,290–£47,535 per year for boarding. With an
addition of 20% tax, this would hike the figures to £22,770- £46,040 annually for day pupils and £30,348- £57,042 for
students at boarding schools. To those who can just about squeeze £18k for a year of schooling, the added VAT may make
the private sector unaffordable.

“It would be a huge backward step for the county,” added Roger Jones He said: “Should Labour find themselves in
government, then this policy will disadvantage every single child of school age and those yet to come.” He argued that
taxing private schools would cost the state more than it is projected to generate as more children would move to the
public school system.

One woman, who wished to remain anonymous, expressed concerns that the influx of previously private schooled children
in the state sector could put strain on already struggling public schools. “Walloping private schools isn’t going to make
the state schools better and the money raised will be a drop in the ocean compared to the financial needs of the sector,”
she added.

Concerns were raised about the tax not affecting prestigious schools, like Eton, where the woman claimed the pupils are
from very wealthy families. She said: “The imposition of 20% VAT won’t even begin to affect the attitude of [those] who
are brought up by such schools to believe that they are superior to everyone else.”

Twenty-three-year-old Grace, who went to a comprehensive school in leafy Esher, said raising fees could increase elitism
in private schools, making bullying and student dynamics worse. She said: “It’s no secret that private schools have a self-
proclaimed elitist culture, and increasing VAT will mean the super rich will be more prolific in these schools.”

The vast majority of independent schools are classed as charities or non-profit making trusts. For-profit schools are not
allowed in the UK so funds go towards running and improving schools.

Speaking to people on the doorstep, Guildford ’s Lib Dem candidate Zoe Franklin told the LDRS how a woman in
Stoughton made “very careful and conscious spending decisions” to pay for a private school. She said the woman did not
have foreign holidays and lived in a modest house to afford private schooling as they were unable to get into the local
school of their choice that they felt would best support their child with special needs.

Labour’s policy would exempt private SEND schools Ms Franklin said: “It’s especially hard to hear people who say they
feel they have to pay for private education for a child with SEND, because the right support just isn’t there in the state
sector.”

Labour first announced this policy in its 2019 manifesto, under Jeremy Corbyn, but was brought back into the news
limelight in 2023 by Keir Starmer. Worried parents started a Change.org petition against plans, attracting 145,446
signatures at the time of writing.

Starting in Berkshire, the petition argues parents who currently pay school fees on top of taxes used for school funding
will be “adding to the state’s burden rather than opting to relieve it” by choosing an independent school. Critics have
argued it is “reasonable” for a service provided by a business, like private schools, to be taxed in the same way as other
goods and services. One person commented: “Both are voluntary choices when the state provides a free alternative.”

IPSOS polling, published November 2023, showed the majority of the public (57 per cent) support the Labour party’s
proposal.,  with  just  under  one  in  five  (18  per  cent)  opposing  the  policy.  Research  found  that  even  among 2019
Conservative voters, nearly half (47 per cent) support it, compared to a third (32 per cent) who oppose it.

Speaking on behalf of the party, Labour candidate for Reigate Stuart Brady said: “Introducing VAT on school fees is a
tough choice being made against the backdrop of a very difficult economic and fiscal position Labour would inherit from
the Tories. Labour wants to drive high and rising standards in all our schools, so that we can break down barriers to
opportunity across our country.

“I’ve listened to stories from Reigate Constituents and am aware of the variety of economic and educational positions of
those paying privately for education, including parents of children with additional needs. I know that most are not the
super-rich. [But] Labour in government will spread opportunity to all parts of the country at every age and every stage.”

Mark my words for Labour candidate
2 July 2024

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/mark-my-words-for-labour-candidate
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Epsom and Ewell Times is publishing the appeals of the Parliamentary Candidates standing in the General Election for the
constituency of Epsom and Ewell. This is the appeal for Mark Todd the Labour Party candidate.

Mark Todd has lived with his family in Epsom for the last fifteen years. He runs and cycles locally, so he knows how bad
the roads are, you’ll often see him at Nonsuch parkrun on a Saturday running or volunteering, or at the Wells Centre
helping out.

He has committed to not take a second job if he is elected as MP; instead concentrating all his time on the people,
businesses and charities of Epsom, Ewell, Ashtead and Leatherhead. So, you’ll get a full time MP with Mark not a part
time one as previously.

Mark’s very active locally and as your MP he will fight to:

FIX OUR BROKEN ROADS:
The Lib Dem Tory coalition slashed Surrey’s road budgets to unsustainable levels. Our roads are broken and dangerous.
Mark has successfully fought to get some of the worst repaired. He will call for extra funds for the constituency and
demand Surrey County Council up their game.

REDUCE SEWAGE IN LOCAL RIVERS:
Mark led a cross-party group demanding Thames Water stop dumping sewage into the Hogsmill, our local stream. Having
gained support from Feargal Sharkey, Thames Water met with Mark and have promised to reduce sewage overflows into
the Hogsmill by 80% by 2030. Mark will continue the fight in Parliament.

MORE NOT LESS COMMUNITY FACILITIES:
Community centres and youth centres are being cut across the country. Mark is a trustee of The Epsom Wells Community
Centre which Epsom & Ewell council shut and wanted to demolish. As Treasurer, he wrote the business plan with other
trustees that convinced the Council to give the centre, now re-opened, back to the community.

MORE HOMES WHILE DEFENDING THE GREEN BELT:
We need more homes, but most people want to keep our green belt. Mark is a strong supporter of preserving our green
spaces and green belt. Labour plan to build more homes, particularly smaller affordable units, on brownfield sites and in
New Towns to provide homes while saving the green belt.

BETTER SCHOOLS & HOSPITALS:
The NHS is on its knees and waits are enormous. Labour has committed to rebuilding our local hospitals at St. Helier and
Epsom, if elected. Labour also have a fully costed plan to improve the NHS and state schools by providing 17,500 more
doctors and nurses, more weekend clinics, 6,500 more teachers and free breakfast clubs for primary school children so
parents can get to work.

RE-TAKE OUR STREETS:
Crime is almost decriminalised under the Conservatives with the Police and Court systems so inefficient. Anti-social
behaviour and shoplifting is rife, and many women don’t feel safe to walk the streets. Labour will provide 13,000 more
police officers and reform the criminal justice system so that more crimes are solved, and criminals punished.

REALLY TACKLE CLIMATE CHANGE:
Labour will take the climate crisis seriously. Labour will work with the private sector to double onshore wind, triple solar
power, and quadruple offshore wind by 2030. We will invest in carbon capture and storage, hydrogen and marine energy,
and ensure we have the long-term energy storage our country needs. These measures will reduce carbon but also reduce
bills.

ABOUT MARK:
 Graduated in Politics and Economics at Oxford University and also has a Master’s degree from Birmingham University
 co-founded one of the UK’s largest energy price comparison companies at 28 years old that, recommended by Martin
Lewis, and powering comparethemarket’s energy service, it organised 10
million energy switches and employed 350 people.
 a leading voice in energy, he campaigned tirelessly to ban rip off energy tariffs and was successful convincing Amber
Rudd and her civil servants to bring in the energy price cap in 2018.
 after the election, win or lose, Mark will be part of the All-Party Group on Energy Costs at Parliament as one of the UK’s
leading experts in energy.
 given Mark’s very strong academic and business background, and his strong work ethic, he is perfectly placed to make a
big impact in Parliament for our local area and for the whole of the UK.
 A Labour MP would be a great fit for the area as we really need our public services to improve in Epsom and Ewell.
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The other candidates:

Conservative who promises to serve “with integrity”

Lib Dems’ Helen Maguire – “Getting Things Done”

The Green promises

Reform candidate for Epsom and Ewell

A True and Fair view of the world

First steps for mental health
2 July 2024

The National Health Service (NHS) has introduced “First Steps to Support,” a new service which is designed to help
residents aged 18 and over manage their mental health. This comprehensive facility is accessible via telephone, text, and
email, offering early intervention and guidance through a single conversation with a dedicated wellbeing advisor.

Whether you’re feeling stressed, irritable, or down, facing financial worries or sleep issues, caring for others with little to
no time for yourself – “First Steps to Support” will help you delve and face these issues. They seek to help you improve
your mental wellbeing by providing support not only for individuals but also for their friends and family members. The
welcoming staff aims to understand what’s
troubling you and attempts to explore ways to guide you to the right resources, in order to ease your burdens and help
you enjoy life again.

Residents will receive tailored guidance on self-help strategies and have early access to talking therapies. In addition, the
service offers referrals  to various support  services that  tackle wider determinants of  wellbeing,  including financial
difficulties, housing issues, employment concerns, isolation, and bereavement. The overarching objective is to enhance
long-term wellbeing by connecting residents with local community organisations and support hubs, ensuring sustained
assistance and
resilience.

Service Availability:

Residents can reach out to the “First Steps to Support” service through the following
contact methods:
 Telephone: 0333 332 4753
 SMS: 07860 026657
 Email: dohel.firststeps.surrey@nhs.net

The wellbeing advisors can be contacted during the following hours:
 Monday: 8am to 3pm
 Tuesday: 9am to 4pm
 Wednesday: 10am to 5pm
 Thursday: 9am to 7pm
 Friday: 10am to 2pm

Further Information
For more information, the NHS encourages residents to visit the “First Steps to
Support” webpage on healthysurrey.org.uk

Lib Dems’ Helen Maguire – “Getting Things Done”
2 July 2024

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/conservative-who-promises-to-serve-with-integrity
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/lib-dems-helen-maguire-getting-things-done
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/the-green-promises
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/reform-candidate-for-epsom-and-ewell
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/a-true-and-fair-view-of-the-world
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/first-steps-for-mental-health
https://www.healthysurrey.org.uk/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/lib-dems-helen-maguire-getting-things-done
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Epsom and Ewell Times is publishing the appeals of the Parliamentary Candidates standing in the General Election for the
constituency of Epsom and Ewell. This is the appeal from Liberal Democrat candidate Helen Maguire.

My Army training gave me focus, my police work gave me a determination to maintain good order, while being a working
mum of three in Claygate taught me a great deal about my local community.

It’s these and other aspects of my career that led me to become a Liberal Democrat and to stand for Parliament to serve
my local community – and to get things done to make the constituency of Epsom & Ewell a better place.

While there are many issues the Liberal Democrats want to tackle in the next Parliament, there are three big issues in
Epsom & Ewell close to my heart. I want to see them fixed. I have been campaigning on these for the last 18 months and I
want to take them to Parliament as your local representative and get them resolved.

My first concern is health and social care. Previous Conservative governments have run the NHS into the ground, and as
far  as  Epsom & Ewell  is  concerned,  have  consistently  failed  to  resolve  one  of  our  biggest  issues,  which  is  the
overcrowding at Epsom and St Helier hospitals.

Our health care professionals across Surrey came up with an exciting and practical plan to build a third hospital which
would be designed to treat the most difficult emergency cases, so that local people could get world class care in an
emergency. The building of this new critical care hospital at Sutton would then free up Epsom and St Helier to be
upgraded to significantly better district hospitals, caring for all
other aspects of medical care.

The Conservatives have consistently promised to build the critical care hospital, but nothing has happened. As a result,
our pressurised NHS workers are having to deal with overcrowding and poor facilities – even getting into Epsom to park
can be an issue!

At the most basic level successive Conservative governments have failed on health and social care. So many people can’t
get to see their GP when they need to. The Lib Dems want to give everyone the right to see a GP within seven days, or
within 24 hours if they urgently need to – and we’ll train another 8,000 more GPs to deliver this.

Finding NHS dental care can be as difficult as finding hen’s teeth. The running down of NHS dentistry is causing great
concern and so the Lib Dems will guarantee access to a NHS dentist for urgent and emergency care, putting an end to the
dental deserts we see emerging across the country.

Mental health services need shaking up so we will push for mental health hubs for young people. We also must produce
better results in terms of cancer survival rates and want to introduce a guarantee that all patients will start treatment for
cancer within 62 days for urgent referral.

Successive Conservative governments have promised to do more to resolve the social care crisis, but nothing of any
substance has happened. We have come up with a raft of fully costed measures aimed at making people’s lives much
easier than they are now. We want to introduce free personal care based on the model we introduced in Scotland in 2002,
so that provision is based on need, not ability to pay.

We also want to establish a Royal College of Care Workers to improve recognition and career progression and introduce a
higher Carer’s Minimum Wage. We want to establish a cross-party commission to forge a long-term agreement on
sustainable funding for social care. A subject very close to our leader Ed Davey’s heart is to give unpaid carers a fair deal
so they get the support they so desperately need, including paid carer’s leave and a statutory guarantee of regular respite
breaks.

Everyone in Epsom and Ewell will benefit from better healthcare provision, but perhaps even more fundamentally is the
need to build a stronger economy enabling us to shake off the cost-of-living crisis. One of the greatest opportunities is in
the booming ‘green economy’ where the Liberal Democrats want to invest in renewable power and home insulation to
drive a strong economic recovery, bring down energy bills, and create clean, secure, well-paid new jobs.

This means we need to develop an industrial strategy that will give businesses certainty and incentivise them to invest in
new technologies to grow the economy, create good jobs, and tackle the climate crisis. In Epsom & Ewell we need to
boost small businesses and empower them to create new local jobs, including abolishing business rates and replacing
them with a Commercial Landowner Levy to help
stimulate our high streets.

The mismanagement of our economy and public services by the Tories extends to the inability of government to sort out
the water companies who have been for too long polluting our rivers and waterways with raw sewage. Instead, they have
pandered to the water companies in whose interests are best served by doing nothing other than the bare minimum about
pollution.
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I, and my fellow Liberal democrats, will hold the water companies to account by giving them a duty to protect the
environment, including banning water companies from dumping raw sewage into rivers, lakes and coastal areas. Trashing
our environment is totally unacceptable.

We want to make homes warmer and cheaper to heat. We will introduce a ten-year emergency upgrade programme,
starting with free insulation and providing low-cost heating – heat pumps for those on low incomes.

We want to extend this to solar generation by expanding incentives for households to install solar panels. We will invest in
renewable power so that 90% of the UK’s electricity is generated from renewables by 2030.

All these issues can be resolved providing we plan well for the future and elect politicians whose life experiences are
about taking on problems and solving them, this is what I have been trained to do, and I wish to do so to the benefit of
everyone who lives in Epsom, Ewell, Ashtead & Leatherhead.

The other candidates:

Conservative who promises to serve “with integrity”

The Green promises

A True and Fair view of the world

Reform candidate for Epsom and Ewell

Mark my words for Labour candidate

The Green promises
2 July 2024

Epsom and Ewell Times is publishing the appeals of the Parliamentary Candidates standing in the General Election for the
constituency of Epsom and Ewell. This is the appeal from Green Party candidate Stephen McKenna.

Britain is a wealthy country. Yet underinvestment the last 14 years has adversely affected the country. We have a series of
ongoing crises notably in the health care system and in terms of cost of living impacting millions of people. In housing,
transport and our energy and water bills, costs are rising to levels that are unaffordable for many. All of this set against a
backdrop of growing climate crisis and it’s impacts on, drought, flooding, rising food prices, declining biodiversity and so
on.

The Green Party manifesto proposes that to “fix Britain” we need to invest significantly more that might otherwise have
been the case if proper investment had been undertaken. We do not apologise for being honest about the problems we
face and the fact that our plans involve raising taxes.

However it is clear that a lot of investment now will bring solid benefits for the whole of society and avoid further
worsening of the situation. We want to progress towards a fairer, greener society.

The main parties are in denial about the scale of these challenges. There is a “conspiracy of silence” about funding what
has to be done which amounts to a policy of “no change” for the next five years. This would be disastrous. Independent
reports say the NHS will decline further under Labour’s plans.

Labour say they will involve the private sector at a time when we spend a lot less per head on health services than other
European countries.  This is  a further step towards privatisation which the Green Party rejects.  We need a proper
Investment Plan for the whole NHS. Our tax and spend plan is about investing long term in people and capital assets. So
for instance recruiting more home grown talent to fill vacancies
will be vital. “Earn while you learn” apprenticeships will incentivise our young people to study whilst full time students
should benefit from maintenance grants. The end of tuition fees will help but universities will need to be properly funded
as well.

Having said all of this, the state has broad shoulders to carry this weight – after all over £400 billion was raised during the
pandemic without the sky falling in and the Institute of Fiscal Studies has made supportive qualified comments about our
tax and spend plans. More importantly IFS has not suggested there are any risks to the economy as a result of our
proposals. Don’t forget, much of what we propose is about spending now to save later.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/conservative-who-promises-to-serve-with-integrity
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/the-green-promises
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/a-true-and-fair-view-of-the-world
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/reform-candidate-for-epsom-and-ewell
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/mark-my-words-for-labour-candidate
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/the-green-promises
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No party should enter  Government without  a  commitment to  ending the housing emergency.  Our programme will
generate greater tax receipts and will save on things like subsidies to landlords and developers. We want to create
150,000 council homes a year nationally across the country including
conversions, refurbishments, buying empty or houses in disrepair as well as new build. All Councils should produce a five
year  plan to  provide Council  or  social  housing in  their  areas which should also  reduce their  current  extortionate
emergency and accommodation spending.

One of the biggest threats facing this area is the weakening of the planning system proposed by the main parties. Rather
than address the core issues of our broken housing market they engage in a numbers game about who can build more
unaffordable homes! “Unblocking” the planning system would enable further destruction of our supposedly sacrosanct
Green Belts, without reference to any constraint. Nationally building 300,000 homes per annum would amount to two
cities the size of Birmingham over a five year period!

This is not sustainable and is unnecessary. Imagine all the consequences that flow from this – new roads and a loss of
tranquility is the least of it – traffic congestion, air pollution, noise, water and sewerage discharges into streams and
rivers and impacting on biodiversity, a lack of GPs, hospitals, dentists,
school places. This at a time when our Government is supposedly signed up to delivering protection of nature on 30% of
our land by 2030. At present only 3% of our land is protected.

So if elected, what would my main priorities be as your MP?

● Protect and expand Green Belts and integrate these with nature recovery and community health based strategies,
banning any development in such locations
● I will prioritise NHS and social care funding including an upgrade of Epsom Hospital and community based healthcare
● In education I would advocate for more places for special needs (SEND) children in Surrey and encourage funding for
“earn while you learn” apprenticeships
● Support public ownership of water and energy companies
● Secure better integrated public transport with enhanced service delivery, lower fares and a scrappage scheme in
Surrey to support transitioning to ULEZ compliant vehicles

● Support the national programme of retro fitting homes to deliver energy efficient homes and lower energy bills
● Epsom and Ewell has no Council housing and I would require all Councils to produce an annual target for provision of
Council/social housing –
● Support our High Streets –  such as grants to increase live-work places on upper floors above shops,  enhanced
broadband in centres to support small businesses find space, providing help to park with
charging points for electric vehicles, environmental and other improvements – of course business rates should also be
scaled back to help compete with online offers.
● Help our farmers to grow quality food for the home market with a large expansion of the horticulture sector and nature
friendly farming,
● Create green manufacturing jobs in renewables, green technologies and related sectors.

Finally I urge you to ignore the opinion polls. In this election, more than any other in my lifetime, there is no scope for
tactical voting. In Epsom and Ewell, for so long a safe Tory seat, a surprise result is definitely on the cards and cannot be
predicted. The Green Party is the only party offering a decent and
deliverable vision for the future backed up by realistic spending plans.

Therefore I ask you to vote with your heart and your head for a better fairer country, vote Green on 4th July!

The other candidates:

Conservative who promises to serve “with integrity”

Lib Dems’ Helen Maguire – “Getting Things Done”

A True and Fair view of the world

Reform candidate for Epsom and Ewell

Mark my words for Labour candidate

Justice Stops Oil
2 July 2024

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/conservative-who-promises-to-serve-with-integrity
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/lib-dems-helen-maguire-getting-things-done
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/a-true-and-fair-view-of-the-world
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/reform-candidate-for-epsom-and-ewell
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/mark-my-words-for-labour-candidate
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/justice-stops-oil
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A Surrey campaigner is “over the moon” after a landmark legal decision found that planning permission given to drill for
oil at Horse Hill is unlawful. 

The Supreme Court has found that the environmental impact of burning fossil fuels must be taken into account when
granting planning permission.

Sarah Finch has been fighting Surrey County Council’s decision to approve UK Oil and Gas’s oil drilling site in Horse Hill,
south of Reigate, for years – having first brought the case to the High Court in 2019.

On Thursday (June 20) the Supreme Court ruled, by three judges to two,  that planning permission for fossil  fuel
production should not be granted unless the climate impact of the project –  specifically downstream greenhouse gas
emissions from the combustion of the fuel – have been fully assessed.

It means Surrey County Council’s decision to grant planning permission for oil production was unlawful, her lawyers said
at the end of the five-year battle.

Mrs Finch said: “I am absolutely over the moon to have won this important case. The Weald Action Group always believed
it was wrong to allow oil production without assessing its full climate impacts, and the Supreme Court has shown we were
right.

“This is a welcome step towards a safer, fairer future. The oil and gas companies may act like business-as-usual is still an
option, but it will be very hard for planning authorities to permit new fossil fuel developments – in the Weald, the North
Sea or anywhere else – when their true climate impact is clear for all to see. 

“I thank the Weald Action Group, Friends of the Earth and everyone who has been part of our long journey through the
courts. And I thank my lawyers for their commitment and hard work.” 

The Court found the council’s reasons for refusing to assess the impact of burning the fuel was inadequate, her lawyers
said, adding that it made the “common sense point” that combustion emissions were unavoidable and no other controls
could be relied upon to reduce their impact.

They added that for similar reasons, the court also dismissed an argument that refining the oil somehow excused a failure
to assess its impact at the earliest possible stage.

The decision means planning authorities in England and Wales must now assess the total climate impact of any proposed
fossil fuel developments. 

Stephen Sanderson UKOG’s chief executive said: “The court’s rather perplexing retrospective ruling, which is counter to
all prior judgements, further underscores why the company’s focus over the past few years has shifted away from oil and
gas and firmly towards creating and delivering strategic underground hydrogen storage, an essential element of the UK’s
future low carbon energy system.

“These projects have the potential to create far greater sustainable value for the company and the UK than any small
onshore field such as Horse Hill. They also have the added benefit of making a positive contribution to Net Zero.

“However, although Horse Hill is a small part of our portfolio, it still has a role to play in both the company’s and UK’s
future transitional energy mix and thus we look forward to working closely with the local planning authority to rectify this
retrospective change to EIA requirements.”

The proposed expansion at Horse Hill Developments would have created five drilling cellars, four hydrocarbon production
wells, four gas-to-power generators, a process, storage and tanker loading area, seven 1,300-barrel oil tanks, and a 37-
metre drill rig to allow large-scale production of up to 3.3 million tonnes of crude oil for sale and use as transport fuel for
20 years, Mrs Finch’s lawyers Leigh Day said.

UKCOG has said it plans to work closely with Surrey County Council to “promptly rectify the situation”, either via an
amendment to the original 2018 planning applications or a new retrospective planning submission, for which there is
recent planning precedent within Surrey.

A spokesperson for Surrey County Council said: “The long awaited judgement of the Supreme Court in the case of R (on
the application of Finch on behalf of the Weald Action Group) v Surrey County Council and others has found that the
Environmental Impact Assessment undertaken for the planning application at Horse Hill to extract petroleum did not
assess the effect on climate of the combustion of the oil to be produced. 

“Council officers at the time of the planning application assessment believed that they acted in compliance with the law.
The judgement makes it clear that local planning authorities must have regard to downstream emissions. The council was
unsuccessful in defending its decision.

“The planning permission remains to be determined in due course.”
Image: Redhill climate campaigner Sarah Finch at Horse Hill rally 5 Nov 2021. Credit Denise Laura Baker


