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Case for dog-walker regulation after death-mauling

A coroner has raised concerns about the “lack of regulation”, both locally and nationally, after a professional dog walker was
mauled to death in a Surrey park. Natasha Johnston, 28, had been walking eight dogs in Gravelly, Caterham, when she was fatally
attacked on January 12, 2023.

Senior Surrey coroner Richard Travers found that Ms Johnston died of shock and haemorrhage to her neck from a “vicious dog
attack”. She also had multiple penetrating dog bites to the neck, arms and torso which would have also resulted in her death, the
coroner said.

Mr Travers said the “lack of regulation” on controlled dog walking was a “matter of concern” on a national level and there is a
risk of other deaths in the future. He addressed his Prevention of Future Deaths report to the Home Secretary, as well as the CEO
of Surrey County Council.

Ms Johnston had walked a large number of dogs before, and had walked some of the same dogs previously without difficulty, the
inquest heard. In his conclusion of the inquest, on October 21, Mr Travers said Ms Johnston “appeared to have some control” over
the eight dogs she was walking.

But, he added, “it was readily apparent that as time went by that any such control was lost, eventually with a tragic result.”
Taking account of the number and size of the dogs, the coroner said Ms Johnston’s “inability to control and to hold [the dogs] was
not surprising.”

Evidence was presented at the inquest that there is some guidance available as to the maximum number of dogs a person should
walk on their own in a public place. However, Mr Travers expressed concern there is “no actual restriction” on the number or size
of dogs that a person can walk on their own in a public place, either locally or nationally.

Mr Johnston passed numerous dog walkers, pedestrians and a couple of horse riders on her walk. At first in control, the coroner
described how the dogs became “increasingly excited” and disorderly.

Two of the dogs reportedly ran towards two horses, frightening them, and causing one to bolt, with the rider thrown to the
ground. After this, one of the larger dogs began scaring a smaller dog that was being walked by its owner. On picking up her dog,
the owner was then bitten in her left buttock by the larger dog, “causing severe pain and injury”, the inquest heard.

By the time of the last two incidents, the dogs were no longer in Ms Johnston’s control. She was discovered by a walker, lying at
the bottom of a steep slope “covered in blood and with a large number of puncture wounds”, according to the report.

Some Surrey councils have adopted new dog walking rules in 2024. Reigate and Banstead council is the latest local authority to
have mandated a new four dog limit for dog walkers or face a fine. Surrey County Council has also introduced a new code of
conduct for walkers which asks walkers to only take six pets at a time.

Image: Surrey Coroner\’s Court, Woking. Taken by LDR

Attic find fills gap in Epsom local asylum history

Last Friday saw the return of a singular missing hospital record book. The book contains the medical case book of women
admitted to The Manor Hospital between 19 May 1900 and 11 July 1901. This was one of five psychiatric hospitals established by
the London County Council at Horton near Epsom at the start of the twentieth century. A treasure trove for family and social
historians, the volume records the names, family details and medical notes of 250 London women living with a range of mental
illness, with their photographic portraits fixed to its fragile pages. These poignant records allow a precious glimpse of the lives
and experiences of women admitted to these vast Victorian pauper asylums. Julian Pooley of the Surrey History Centre rescued
many of The Manor’s records after its closure in 1995, case book number 4 was not among them. It’s discovery in an attic in the
London Borough of Kingston gives hope that other missing records from Surrey’s former mental and learning disability hospitals
may yet come to light.

The couple who found the book in their attic realised its significance when watching Gemma Collins discover her family’s mental
health history in a recent episode of “‘Who Do You Think You Are’. Having read the case histories and been fascinated by the
patient photographs, they got in touch with Epsom based charity The Friends of Horton Cemetery.

Lead researcher for the charity, Kevin McDonnell said: “"This discovery of Manor Asylum - Case Book No. 4 is of immense
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historical value, especially for our project. I'm grateful to you for preserving it. It will now find a home at the Surrey History
Centre in Woking, where it will be accessible to our team of volunteer genealogical researchers. This document is critical to our
mission to protect Horton Cemetery in Epsom, where nearly 9,000 unclaimed mental health patients were laid to rest between
1899 and 1955. These graves, left unmarked and forgotten, tell stories that we’re working to bring back to life. The cemetery,
sadly, has been neglected and mistreated since it was sold to a property speculator in 1983. It’s a disgraceful situation for such a
sacred resting place, now overgrown and scattered with rubble, and this important find helps highlight the significance of the
lives laid to rest there.”

Surrey History Centre was delighted to find that it filled such an important gap in the surviving records. Now preserved in the
History Centre’s strong rooms, it can be made publicly available for research and a range of community engagement projects.

Epsom & Ewell consults on anti-social behaviour

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council is calling on the public to take part in their consultation about a proposed Public Spaces
Protection Order (PSPO) from 4 November. The consultation will run for 8 weeks and ends on 5 January.

PSPOs deal with a particular nuisance or problem in a specific area that is detrimental to the local community’s quality of life, by
putting restrictions on how people can use public spaces in that area. They are intended to help ensure that the everyone can use
and enjoy public spaces, safe from anti-social behaviour.

The consultation will help shape the future of our alcohol-related PSPO, with the public having a say on whether to renew the
existing PSPO and extend its reach through the proposed changes.

Proposed changes include expanding the geographical area the PSPO covers to include the entire borough and, in partnership
with Surrey Police, to provide additional community support to help counteract antisocial behaviour in public spaces.

The proposed new prohibitions in the PSPO include:
= Harassing or intimidating residents, businesses or members of the public.
= Threatening any person with violence and/or being verbally abusive towards any person.
= Urinating in an open public place.
= Littering or spitting with the intent to cause harassment, alarm or distress to any person.

= Wearing a piece of clothing with the intent to obscure or hide their identity for the purposes of committing crime
and/or anti-social behaviour.

= Acting, or inciting others to act, in an anti-social manner, which is likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress to any
person.

= Joining or remaining in a group of two or more people, which is acting in a manner that is likely to cause harassment,
alarm or distress to any person.

= Consumption of alcohol following a verbal warning by an authorised person to stop. An authorised person includes a
Police Constable, Police Community Support Officer, a Council Officer, or any other person authorised by the Council.

Councillor Shanice Goldman, Chair of Crime and Disorder Committee said:

“Our council is deeply committed to ensuring that public spaces across the borough are safe and welcoming for everyone. Public
Space Protection Orders (PSPOs) allow police and council staff to address antisocial behaviour effectively, without immediately
resorting to arrests.

“We’re seeking feedback from all residents, workers, and visitors to get a clear understanding of whether the proposed changes
will better support the police and council in managing antisocial behaviour.

“I really do encourage your participation as your views will help shape our approach to creating safer, more enjoyable spaces for
all.”
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The consultation survey is available here - Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) Public Consultation.

Stolen dog recovered by Surrey Police after 8 years

After eight long years, a gorgeous Cocker Spaniel called Daisy, who was stolen from her home in Mole Valley back in 2016, has
now been reunited with her owners.

Daisy, who was one at the time, was stolen along with three other dogs in November 2016, after thieves took the working gun
dogs from the garden kennels they were housed in.

Tragically one of the dogs was killed after being hit by a car as it tried to escape and the other two stolen dogs have never been
located, despite best efforts from officers.

In a surreal turn of events, and nearly eight years to the day since Daisy was taken, officers were alerted on Tuesday 29 October,
that someone had tried to update her microchip details. Our rural crime officer PC Laura Rowley immediately contacted the
microchip company to obtain the details of the new owners.

Just two days later officers from the Mole Valley Safer Neighbourhood team completed a three hour round trip to bring Daisy
back to Surrey and her owners. They said, “Daisy had been rehomed in good faith by the new owners and they were unaware of
the theft of Daisy.

“We brought Daisy, who is now slightly deaf, back to the Mole Valley Safer Neighbourhood Team Office and there was not a dry
eye in the house when she was reunited with her owners. She recognised them immediately and stuck to them like glue!”

Sadly, the other dogs, Tilly a black working Cocker Spaniel, and Storm a patchy white Patterdale Terrier, remain missing and are
believed to be elderly or have possibly passed away due to their age at the time of the theft. However, if you have any information
that may be relevant, please contact us quoting PR/45160097926.

Pictured with Daisy are PC Ewan Keen and PC Ellen Francis.

Epsom & Ewell FC drowned out by Sheerwater

Epsom and Ewell 0-3 Sheerwater. Combined Counties League - Premier Division South Saturday 2nd November 2024

On a very mild Saturday afternoon at the KGF Salts fans were hoping for fireworks against Sheerwater, and indeed they started
off like a rocket. However, rockets have a tendency to tail off very badly, and long before the end it had fizzled out completely as a
3-0 defeat handed the Sheers their sixth straight win over our boys.

In recent weeks we have won some and lost some, while we have also drawn a great many. However, in all of the matches we
remained competitive, which regrettably was not the case in this contest against a clinical visiting team. We started well enough,
before the opposition scored a couple of goals and then shut us out for the remainder of the match; scoring a third goal towards
the end to rub salt into the wounds. By the end we looked quite disheartened against one of the few teams that had actually been
below us in the table before kick off, which is concerning ahead of our big F.A. Vase match next weekend. In fact, the second half
was most definitely the worst forty-five minute period we have produced for weeks.

In front of an “official” attendance of 106, which contained around twenty non-paying spectators from our young Colts teams, we
made a number of changes, many of which were enforced. In goal Faebian Witter came in for the suspended Dan O’Donovan, and
if you like your stats, this marked the first time in forty years to my knowledge where a goal keeper played against us in one
match, only to then turn out for us in our very next match! For those wondering, it was Andy Abel who played so well for
Addlestone & Weybridge against us in a pair of Surrey Senior Cup ties, that our Manager Adrian Hill signed him up for our
remaining League matches in 1983/84! Also suspended was Niall Stillwell, while Adam Green also missed out after picking up five
bookings this season. Green currently faces a further suspension from next Saturday and on the evidence of this match we will
miss him badly, although there may be an opening for him as a cheerleader as he was doing a good job of directing the singing for
the Colts behind the goal! Finally, in the opposition line up was former Salt Joel Onu, who would join the match from the bench
later.
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The visitors took the field in a quite frankly vomit-inducing combination of various shades of purple! On a bobbly looking surface
that looked like it needed mowing, we started well and should have taken the lead in the 11th minute when Ali Fofahan pulled the
ball back from the left wing, only for Kailan North to miskick the ball just eight yards out in a central position. Fofahan’s next
delivery was a little too close to Fabio Suarez who punched the ball clear, but we were well on top at this stage.

However, the pattern of the match changed completely in the 17th minute when Sheerwater made their first foray into Epsom
territory and won a corner, but we didn’t deal with this at all well and the far post delivery was headed back across goal by Liam
Avery for Harvey Valter to head in from close range, with neither of the players being marked at all. Three minutes later it was
two-nil as Elliott York sent a dipping shot at goal from outside the penalty area and Witter was unable to keep it out as the ball
went to his left.

From this point Sheerwater made it clear that they were going to stick with what they had. Suarez slowed the game down with
the referee complicit in allowing this to happen. However, the defenders in front of him were defending heroically, throwing
themselves in front of every shot we sent towards the visiting goal. The first block came from a Will Kendall free kick, which was
blocked out wide to Carl Oblitey, who then sent in a great cross that Kendall rose to meet with a header that clipped the crossbhar
and went out for a goal kick. Moments later another attack was met by a piledriver from Toby Young, but another great defensive
block was enough to divert the shot just over the bar. As half time approached North also saw his shot blocked and Fofahan saw
his shot bounce down and over the bar. As we went off at half time, it was hard to believe that we hadn’t scored, having had a
significant majority of possession and chances.

We started the second half rapidly and almost had a goal back in the first fifteen seconds when Fofahan’s low ball across goal was
wildly miskicked by a defender and went through to Kendall, but our man clearly hadn’t been expecting the present and snatched
at the ball, slicing it wide from twelve yards. What we didn’t realise after fifty minutes of creating chances, was that this one
would represent our last real opportunity in the match. The visitors started to shut us out of the game, almost as if they had seen
what we had got, and decided that we weren’t hurting them. Anthony Nazareth picked up a yellow card for a challenge that
looked more clumsy than malicious, and it was possible that he also injured himself at the time as he was replaced four minutes
later. Then on the hour we saw a debut from Michele Maccari on the left wing, who replaced the out of sorts Luke Miller with
Fofahan taking his place on the right. It seems that every week we have a new player, yet defensively where we have had most
issues, there appear to be no changes. It would be nice for the club to provide some sort of player update for our patient
supporters at some point in the near future.

One player that was back in Epsom colours was Fabio Nunes who had completed his suspension, and he nearly pulled a goal back
for us with a twenty-five yard strike that took a wicked deflection off a defender, but Suarez adjusted brilliantly to stick out a hand
and as the ball dribbled away, he recovered to claim the loose ball before Kendall could reach it, although our man was offside
anyway.

I referred earlier to Joel Onu, who had been on our bench for a few games, but only making one appearance. The supporters only
knew he had left when he appeared in the opposition line up! Clearly Onu also wanted to send a message to our Management that
they had made the wrong decision in letting him go, and in the 80th minute he broke our offside trap before slotting the ball
under Witter to make the score 3-0. That third goal was also enough to put the visitors above us in the League table.

As the game petered out Onu got through again and although Callum Wilson managed to recover the position, he hurt himself in
the process and needed to be replaced. As Luke Taylor came on, it was interesting to note that it was the first time this season
that we had used all five substitutes, although Taylor hardly got a touch before the final whistle blew.

This was also our third defeat in a row and more relevantly it was our seventh League match without a win, during which time we
have played three of the teams that were below us at the time in Horley, Balham and now Sheerwater without defeating any of
them. Whilst we have had good spells in all three of the recent defeats, the results speak for themselves and it’s not great form to
enter our big F.A. Vase match next Saturday, but at least we will have most of our suspended players back. It also transpires that
the club are appealing Green'’s red card from the Carshalton Athletic match, which on the face of it appears a complete waste of
money, as contact was made, however accidental it may have been. Maybe he will be available, maybe he won't; either way, the
rest of the team will need to step up a couple of gears if we are to get out of this concerning slump.

In summary, Sheerwater weren’t three goals better than us, although it could be argued that they were three goals smarter!

Epsom & Ewell: Faebian Witter, Toby Young, Ethan Nelson-Roberts (c), Kailan North, Anthony Nazareth, Callum Wilson, Luke
Miller, Craig Dundas, Carl Oblitey, Will Kendall, Ali Fofahan

Subs: Kionte Gillfillian-Waul for Nazareth (56), Michele Maccari for Miller (61), Fabio Nunes for North (65), Jason Bloor for
Kendall (80), Luke Taylor for Wilson (92)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk
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Warm Wednesdays are back in Epsom

For the third year running Epsom Methodist Church (EMC) is opening its doors and running its
Warm Wednesdays programme this winter. EMC is just one of the 80 Warm Welcome spaces
across Surrey that are open to all residents free of charge and are a place you can pop in to
stay warm, get a hot drink, receive energy advice and much more!

Situated right in the heart of Epsom in Ashley Road, Epsom Methodist Church will be open from
9.30 am to 6pm every Wednesday from 6th November through to the end of March*. We will be
providing hot drinks, hot meals, free wi-fi and friendly company and conversation. Everyone
and anyone is welcome to drop in for five minutes or stay for the whole day - no booking
required.

EMC will also be providing advice on where to go for help with energy bills, benefit problems,
financial and housing issues and obtaining warm goods and emergency support. On some
Wednesdays we will be joined by advisers from Surrey Community Action who will offer help
with keeping energy bills down, dealing with energy providers and claiming benefits such as
Pension Credit.

Each Wednesday from 3.30 pm to 6pm EMC’s Warm Space will take the form of a free after
school club for parents and children. There will be games, crafts and activities before everyone
joins together to share an evening meal together. Again no booking is required.

Lead Organiser, Robert Hill, commented:

“Energy prices have gone back up this autumn and we know some households struggle to pay
their heating bills. Warm Wednesdays not only provides a place where people can stay warm
but they can also find friendship and get practical assistance to help see them through the
winter.

“Epsom Methodist Church is proud to be part of a Surrey-wide effort to support communities
and provide help for those who need it. And it is great to have the backing of the County Council
for what we are doing.

For further information contact Robert Hill on 07802 551636 or email
roberthill. home@icloud.com

Portraits of pauper patients in Epsom’s Horton
Cemetery, inspires artist

Eric Fong is a multimedia artist whose work spans film, photography, sculpture, and installation, often exploring themes of the
body, identity, and vulnerability. His unique approach is informed by his background as a former medical doctor, merging art with
science and technology.

His latest project, Apparitions, is a series of cyanotype portraits derived from Victorian-era glass plate negatives of pauper
patients from the Manor Hospital (part of the Epsom cluster). These haunting images were salvaged after being abandoned in the
1990s and now reside at Surrey History Centre. Fong’s cyanotypes, toned with ivy leaves gathered from the burial site of Horton
Cemetery, symbolise the connection between the patients’ bodies and overgrown landscape. This project reclaims the dignity of
these long-forgotten individuals and encourages a reflection on mental illness both in the past and today.

You can also view cyanotypes of found Victorian needlework, referencing those made/mended/worn by female patients in
Victorian asylums through his Asylum Needlework project.

Keeping with the Asylum photograph theme, Us and Them led by Alana Harris (Department of History at Kings College London),
creatively re-imagined 19th-century asylum photographs to highlight issues surrounding disability and challenge how people with
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disabilities have been portrayed over time.

In partnership with Surrey History Centre, the project unearthed archival photographs taken in local psychiatric institutions and
paired them with newly commissioned portraits of the disabled artists. Guided by portrait photographer Emma Brown and oral
historian Laura Mitchison, the artists used historical photographic techniques to create new images that provoke questions about
ableism, mental health, and representation.

The project culminated in a public exhibition at The Horton Arts Centre in Epsom, where the new and historical photographs were
displayed side by side. The exhibition opened to great public interest, sparking important discussions around disability and
inclusion.

Surrey History Centre read more....

Another Surrey borough’s Local Plan agony

More than 800 homes will be built on Surrey green belt land as part of a 15 year plan for 9,270 new properties in the north of the
county.

It comes after Spelthorne Borough Council agreed, last week, to reinstate 13 green belt sites it had removed from its local plan
in February.

Opponents have said delays to the borough’s planning bible, which sets out where and the types of development that can go
ahead for the next 15 years, has turned Spelthorne into “clarion” to be picked off by “vultures”.

The council said it changed its position in order to get its housing plan approved under lower targets of 618 a year versus
potentially the 700 plus that could come in under national changes to planning law.

Councillor Darren Clarke (Conservative, Laleham and Shepperton Green) spoke out against the hold ups saying residents were
“sold a pup” and councillors unable to stop unwanted development.

He said: “The lack of a local plan means that we don’t have a five year housing supply.

“This tilts decisions in favour of development, and away from not developing so when we are lobbied by residents to oppose builds
we are told by officers that we have no reasons to object.

“We can reject it as the committee and do because we know what good looks like, however the planners can and do apply those
with the most money know they will win and we need to pay their expensive legal costs as well

“So we not only end up with buildings which we do not want, lived in by people from potentially outside the borough, hindering,
not helping the borough but also a legal bill for us and them, and who pays this, yes the residents.

“We are in a time of planning approval by appeal with developer vultures circling looking at us like carrion.

“What this short sighted administration has done is harm the borough make us look like a laughing stock and cost the residents in
hard pounds.

‘It’s been almost fingers in ears and la la 1a”

His speech was rebutted by borough leader, Cllr Joanne Sexton who said the so called “pathetic excuse” to delay the local plan
had been to protect residents from flooding rather than any quarrels over green belt.

She told the meeting that she was proud and delighted with the work that had gone in to ensure “that now have a statement of
common ground with the Environment Agency, who is a key stakeholder, and knows exactly what it is that they needed from us,
and I am extremely proud today to be here to be able to take this forward.”

Officially the council paused the inspector’s examination of its local plan in December 2023 “to allow for training of newly elected
councillors” and to consider potential changes to national planning policy.

In February 2024, the council asked the inspector to remove all green belt allocations, with the exception of the two sites for
Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople.

The council has now decided to return the 13 protected green belt sites back into the plan so they can be used for housing -
before going back to the planning inspector with any proposed changes.
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The saga dates back even further with the Secretary of State ordering the council to not pause its plan in September 2023 after
councillors asked for a hiatus in June - just a month after examination hearings had started at the end of May.

In all, there will be 855 new homes built on Spelthorne’s green belt, of which 438 will be affordable.

Spelthorne Borough Council offices in Knowle Green, Staines. Credit: Emily Coady-Stemp

Is Delay Defensible in the Fight to Protect Epsom’s
Green Belt?

As Epsom and Ewell Borough Council deliberates its Local Plan in the face of imminent, significantly higher government housing
targets, the council’s slow-paced approach raises crucial questions about its strategy to protect our borough’s green spaces. Led
by the Residents’ Association, the council is balancing on a tightrope between procedural rigour and an increasingly urgent need
for action. But with higher housing quotas looming, is this balance tipping too far towards delay, at the cost of our precious Green
Belt?

Nine opposition councillors have proposed an Emergency Full Council Meeting, arguing that swift action is essential to avoid a
target increase to 817 new homes annually—double the current requirement. They rightly point out the risks to Epsom’s
character and environmental integrity. With development pressure escalating, the loss of even a small proportion of green spaces
would have lasting consequences, affecting not just our landscape but also the local ecology and community fabric.

Residents’ Association leaders, meanwhile, cite the need for strict adherence to regulatory procedures, with Councillor Peter
O’Donovan (Chair of the Licensing Policy and Planning Committee, RA Ewell Court) cautioning against shortcuts that might
render the plan “unsound” in the eyes of government inspectors. RA Leader Councillor Hannah Dalton (Stoneleigh) echoes this
sentiment, emphasising the need for quality and robustness in the plan to withstand scrutiny. But, does adherence to every
procedural step outweigh the immediate urgency to avoid a government-imposed target that could open up the Green Belt for
development?

If every councillor claims to prioritise the protection of our green spaces, it’s difficult to justify the RA’s slow and careful
approach. What would be lost by speeding up the process, even at the risk of minor regulatory issues? The Local Plan’s objective
is clear: it must serve the community’s best interests by ensuring sustainable development, but without jeopardising the green
spaces that make Epsom unique. Rushing to complete this plan before the higher targets take effect doesn’t mean compromising
on quality—it means acknowledging the urgency of our current position.

The RA’s insistence on caution may reflect their commitment to procedural integrity, but in the face of a looming housing target
that threatens everything they aim to protect, this stance appears increasingly illogical. The stakes are high, and with public
consultation already delayed due to a halt in 2023, it is hard to see what further delay achieves. As Janice Baker of the Epsom
Green Party rightly points out, legal pathways exist to expedite the consultation phase, saving precious weeks and potentially
allowing the community to dodge the higher target.

In the end, Epsom and Ewell Borough Council must decide if this cautious approach truly serves our borough’s best interests.
Every resident who treasures our green spaces deserves a council that can act quickly and decisively in their defence. The
council’s commitment to procedural correctness is admirable, but it must be weighed against the real and immediate threat of
intensified development. It’s time to ask, “What are we willing to risk?” Because in this case, the greatest risk might just be the
price of waiting.

Related reports:
Call to Epsom and Ewell Council to speed plan denied

Opposition Calls for Emergency Council Meeting Over Epsom and Ewell Local Plan
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Call to Epsom and Ewell Council to speed plan denied

Nine opposition councillors on Epsom and Ewell Borough Council are calling for an Emergency Full Council Meeting to fast-track
the final stages of the borough’s Local Plan amid looming concerns over potential new housing targets set by the central
government. The councillors—comprising members of the Liberal Democrats, Labour, and Conservative parties—are urging swift
action, fearing that delays could lead to increased housing quotas that would place significant pressure on the borough’s
cherished green spaces.

The councillors’ proposal, initially set out in a formal request dated 24th October, has stirred considerable debate across the
council. They propose that the emergency meeting be held immediately following the Licensing and Planning Policy Committee
(LPPC) meeting on 20th November or, failing that, on the evening of the 21st November. In doing so, they hope to expedite the
draft Local Plan’s approval, enabling the next public consultation phase to commence before the year’s end.

The Case for Urgency: New Housing Targets and Local Development

At the heart of the opposition councillors’ concerns are potential changes to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF),
which could soon enforce a higher housing target of 817 new homes annually—over double the borough’s existing requirement.
One opposition councillor highlighted the urgency, warning, “If the Local Plan fails or is found unsound, we will be subject to the
Labour government’s new targets, which are 817 dwellings per annum.”

These new targets, if implemented, could lead to development encroaching on the borough’s green spaces, a possibility that has
mobilised both councillors and local residents. This anxiety is reflected in the recent appeals from local groups, including the
Epsom Green Belt Group, which advocates for focusing on brownfield sites rather than encroaching on protected land.

Council’s Response: A Call for Procedural Compliance

In response, council leaders from the Residents’ Association majority group have expressed concerns about rushing the Local
Plan process, citing the necessity of adhering to legal and procedural requirements. Chair of the LPPC, Councillor Peter
O’Donovan, (RA Ewell Court) emphasised the importance of a comprehensive review process to ensure that any amendments to
the draft Local Plan comply with regulations before it proceeds to public consultation. He stated, “The documents which will form
the Regulation 19 consultation must be prepared in accordance with the regulations, including the legally required Sustainability
Appraisal and Habitats Regulations Assessment.”

O’Donovan added that should any changes be proposed during the LPPC’s 20th November meeting, additional time would be
necessary for council officers to update the documentation. Failure to address these requirements, he warned, could result in the
plan being deemed “unsound” by government inspectors.

Residents’ Association View: Balancing Timeliness and Quality

Residents’ Association Leader Councillor Hannah Dalton (Stoneleigh), in her response to the opposition’s proposal, reiterated
the council’s commitment to both transparency and quality in the Local Plan’s development. Dalton acknowledged the delay
caused by a temporary halt in 2023 but argued that accelerating the current schedule could compromise the quality and legal
robustness of the plan. “We can’t simply ‘speed up’ to replace six months of lost time,” she remarked, noting that the council
remains committed to commencing the Regulation 19 public consultation “at the earliest possible opportunity after the November
meeting of the LPPC.”

In a letter addressing a recent call from the Epsom Green Party, Dalton also noted that bypassing the LPPC’s role could
undermine the Local Plan’s overall integrity. She explained, “Circumventing the LPP meeting... bypasses LPP, which has been
tasked with the development of the Local Plan.” Any changes agreed upon by Full Council would still require further work to
comply with legally mandated procedures, she added.

Epsom Green Party’s Intervention: Legal Pathways to Expedite Consultation

Meanwhile, Janice Baker, Chair of the Epsom Green Party, recently suggested an alternative approach. In a letter to Dalton,
Baker proposed a legally permissible pathway for Full Council to assume the LPPC’s role, potentially scheduling a Full Council
meeting in place of the LPPC’s 20th November session. This approach, she argued, could save several weeks and allow the
Regulation 19 consultation to conclude by early January 2025, ahead of the potential NPPF changes.

“Many residents have been frustrated by the lack of open discussion,” Baker stated, adding that the proposed approach “provides
a chance to avoid this disaster.” She further urged that any potential legal impediments to this plan be swiftly addressed by the
council’s legal team, emphasising that delays could lead to increased housing requirements that would place “extremely
significant environmental, financial, and social costs” on the borough.
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Residents and Environmental Campaigners Express Growing Concern

The debate has galvanised local community groups and residents who are deeply invested in the borough’s planning future. The
Epsom Green Belt Group has argued for prioritising brownfield sites to protect greenfield areas and prevent the urban sprawl
that they fear could follow under new NPPF guidelines. Their concerns were echoed during the LPPC’s October meeting, where
residents spoke passionately against any development that could jeopardise the area’s green spaces.

Adding further weight to the opposition’s argument, local Liberal Democrat leader Councillor Julie Morris (College) criticised
Mayor Steven Bridger’s (RA Stamford) refusal to consider an Emergency Council Meeting (ECM) for 21st November. Bridger
had stated that an ECM would not allow sufficient time for officers to finalise the necessary documentation and for councillors to
adequately review it. However, Morris rebutted that the ECM was intended “to allow Council as a whole to sign off the draft Local
Plan AND any amendments agreed on 20th November,” thus expediting the consultation’s start before the end of the year.

The opposition councillors are now considering other procedural avenues to press forward with the Local Plan, underscoring their
commitment to avoid the looming 817-unit target.

What’'s Next? A Community on Edge

The path forward for Epsom and Ewell’s Local Plan remains uncertain, as councillors and community members await the LPPC’s
20th November meeting. The stakes are high for the borough, with questions about housing supply, environmental conservation,
and procedural integrity all coming to the fore. The decisions made in the coming weeks will not only determine the scale of
future developments but will also shape the borough’s character for years to come.

In the words of Councillor Dalton, “Balancing development with the preservation of our borough’s character is challenging but
essential.” With the pressure mounting from opposition members and concerned residents alike, Epsom and Ewell Borough
Council faces critical choices as it navigates the complex and often conflicting demands of local governance and sustainable
growth.

Related reports:

Opposition Calls for Emergency Council Meeting Over Epsom and Ewell Local Plan
Epsom Local Plan controversy heats up

Time to press the gas on Epsom’s Local Plan?

Epsom and Ewell Brace for Government Housing Targets
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