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Epsom’s  Woodcote  Stud  homes  plan  approved
despite transport and Green Belt  concerns
24 June 2026

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council has approved plans to redevelop the former Woodcote Stud site in Wilmerhatch Lane
with 14 homes — half of them affordable — and expanded supported-living accommodation.

The Planning Committee backed the scheme by seven votes to one at its meeting on 18 June. The Chair, Cllr Clive
Woodbridge, (RA Ewell Village) did not vote.

The approved development involves demolition of the redundant former stud-farm buildings, while retaining Woodcote
House. A new supported-living building will expand the existing care provision, alongside 14 new homes including seven
affordable properties.

The legal agreement attached to the permission will  require affordable housing, biodiversity-net-gain measures and
public-transport works, including a new bus stop and pedestrian crossing on Wilmerhatch Lane.

The Planning officer told councillors the former stud farm had not been used for its original purpose for several years. He
said the development would provide “an expansion to the existing operation on the site” and new housing, while retaining
the historic Woodcote House.

Applicant’s agent Philip Dunphy of Causeway Planning said the family-owned stud farm had struggled to attract a
replacement operator following the death of its owner in 2021.

He said: “There has been attempts to attract new operators, such as those in the racehorse training industry, but all have
proved unsuccessful.”

Mr Dunphy said potential operators had cited distance from Epsom Racecourse, limited access to training gallops and
wider accessibility difficulties.

He argued that the proposals would prevent the site falling into further vacancy and dilapidation, while delivering “much
needed housing” and supported-living accommodation.

The scheme was considered under national Green Belt policy and the newer concept of “grey belt” land — previously
developed land within the Green Belt that may be suitable for development where it makes only a limited contribution to
Green Belt purposes.

Cllr Woodbridge said the officer report made the case that the land was previously developed and did not perform a
particularly strong Green Belt function.

He added: “This provides useful housing to a council that’s very short of housing, and 50% is affordable housing, which I
think this committee must welcome.”

But several councillors raised questions about whether the site was sufficiently sustainable, given its location between
Epsom and Ashtead and limited public-transport links.

Cllr Kate Chinn (Labour Court) said the route through Woodcote Side could provide a more direct pedestrian and cycling
connection to bus services, but questioned whether it would remain reliably available.

“The only thing I still don’t understand is it’s in the application that they can use the Woodcote Side entrance, but for
pedestrians and cycles, but now I’ve been told that that could be withdrawn at any time,” she said.

Cllr  Chinn added that both the Woodcote Stud area and Langley Vale suffered from “very poor public transport”,
suggesting that wider discussions might be needed about improving bus links.

Cllr Kieran Persand  (Conservative Horton) also expressed concern about the development’s distance from railway
stations and the limited frequency of local buses.

He said: “My main concern” was that residents would be likely to depend on cars if sufficient infrastructure was not
available. Cllr Persand also questioned the loss of the site’s equestrian use, pointing to Epsom’s racing and horse-related
heritage. “I think it’s a highly weighted one in Epsom, because once we lose that, it’s a bit of a domino effect, and the
industry itself will suffer from that,” he said.

Officers said no equestrian bodies had submitted objections during the consultation. They said the site had been unused
for equestrian purposes for around five years and was poorly connected to the racecourse and training facilities.

The planning officer said the existing access from Wilmerhatch Lane would be widened to enable larger vehicles to enter
and pass safely. Councillors had raised concerns about potholes and the condition of the approach road, particularly
during construction.
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Cllr Humphrey Reynolds (RA West Ewell) praised the quality of the officer report after the decision, telling officers: “It’s
an excellent report, well done.”

Permission remains subject to completion of a Section 106 legal agreement (a developer investment in infrastructure). If
that is not completed by 18 September, officers have been authorised to refuse the application. The permission also
includes conditions covering construction traffic, drainage, tree protection, accessible homes, electric-vehicle charging,
cycle storage and a 30-year habitat-management programme.

Sam Jones – Reporter

Woodcote Stud entrance from Wilmerhatch Lane. EEBC planning documents. Maydencroft

Epsom  rail  passengers  urged  to  travel  only  if
essential  as extreme heat disrupts services
24 June 2026

Rail passengers using Epsom station are being urged to avoid all but essential journeys on Wednesday and Thursday as
extreme heat is expected to bring disruption across Surrey’s rail network.

Southern, which runs services through Epsom towards London Victoria, Sutton and Dorking, has warned that it will
operate a reduced timetable as trains are required to run more slowly in the exceptional temperatures.

The warning also applies to South Western Railway services from Epsom towards Wimbledon and London Waterloo. SWR
has told passengers to check before travelling on Tuesday and to make journeys on Wednesday and Thursday only where
absolutely necessary, warning that services may be altered or cancelled at short notice.

The Met Office has issued a rare Red Extreme Heat Warning covering much of southern and central England. Conditions
are expected to be most severe on Wednesday 24 June and Thursday 25 June, with very high daytime temperatures and
little overnight relief.

Southern’s parent company Govia Thameslink Railway said fewer trains would operate across its Southern, Thameslink
and Great Northern networks, with journeys taking longer and trains likely to be busier.

Passengers are being advised to consider postponing trips until later in the week, or to travel earlier or later in the day
where possible.

South Western Railway has issued similar advice for its network, including routes serving Surrey. Its current travel notice
says that hot weather may lead to short-notice timetable changes and cancellations between Tuesday and Thursday.

The disruption is linked to the effect of extreme heat on railway infrastructure. Steel rails expand in high temperatures
and can buckle, while overhead wires, signalling equipment and train systems can also be affected.

Network Rail says rails in direct sunshine can be substantially hotter than the surrounding air temperature. It may
therefore impose temporary speed restrictions during the hottest parts of the day to reduce the risk of track damage and
keep services operating safely.

Jenny  Saunders,  Customer  Service  Director  for  Southern,  Thameslink,  Great  Northern  and  Gatwick  Express,  said
passengers should think carefully before travelling.

She said: “With such extreme temperatures forecast, we have to run fewer trains, more slowly to keep services safe.

“I’d really urge our customers to think about what’s best for them and to travel only if absolutely necessary on Wednesday
and Thursday.”

Passengers who do need to use trains are advised to allow extra time, carry plenty of drinking water, use sunscreen and
wear a hat. They should also have a backup plan in case their service is delayed or cancelled.

Southern has said that passengers with tickets dated Tuesday 23, Wednesday 24 or Thursday 25 June who decide not to
travel may be eligible for a full refund from their point of purchase.

SWR also advises customers to carry water, avoid standing on exposed platforms in the middle of the day where possible,
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and leave the train at the next station if they feel unwell so that assistance can be arranged.

Epsom passengers should check the Southern and South Western Railway journey planners shortly before setting out, as
the position may change during the day.

Southern, Thameslink and Gatwick Express passengers can check updates through the operator’s website or National Rail
Enquiries. South Western Railway passengers can check its live journey planner and service updates online.

The advice is likely to affect commuters, visitors travelling into London, and passengers heading towards Surrey’s towns
and leisure destinations during what is expected to be one of the hottest periods of the year.

Sam Jones – Reporter

Seasoned singing from Epsom Choral Society
24 June 2026

Epsom Choral Society concert – June 20th 2026

The Four Seasons is surely one of the world’s best loved and most widely played pieces of classical music. Written by the
great eighteenth century Italian composer and violin virtuoso Antonio Vivaldi, this set of four violin concertos is a purely
instrumental  piece,  so  its  appearance  in  Epsom Choral  Society’s  summer  concert,  performed to  an  attentive  and
enthusiastic audience, merits a little explanation.

What we heard on this warm summer’s evening in Cheam was a new choral re-imagining of Vivaldi’s masterpiece,
published last year to coincide with the 300th anniversary of its publication in 1725. Entitled A Season to Sing, it is the
work of composer and singer Joanna Forbes L’Estrange and has already been performed over seventy times.

Under the skilled leadership of their conductor, Julian Collings, and accompanied by a terrific quartet of professional
string players, Epsom Choral Society sang the piece’s familiar melodies with confidence and spirit. And when required
they brought the same confidence and spirit to whistling, whispering, clicking and stamping – which also requires a bit of
explanation.

As the name suggests, each of the pieces that comprise The Four Seasons represents a different season and unusually
Vivaldi provided for each one a short descriptive poem, possibly of his own creation. The poems are full of vivid imagery
appropriate to each time year – buzzing flies, barking dogs, sudden downpours, chattering teeth and so on – which Vivaldi
represents faithfully,  and brilliantly,  in his music.  When you add to these instantly recognisable details a string of
charming melodies and Vivaldi’s sparkling violin writing it’s easy to see why the piece retains its popularity.

To create A Season to Sing,  Joanna Forbes L’Estrange had to graft voice parts on to Vivaldi’s original, along with
appropriate texts, and unsurprisingly some sections of the work lend themselves more readily to this approach than
others. But as a past Musical Director of the famous Swingle Singers, she knows something about how voices can be used
to recreate instrumental music and clearly relished the challenge of translating Vivaldi’s special effects into vocal sounds.
The  choir  certainly  gave  a  committed  and  full-bodied  performance  of  this  interesting  new addition  to  the  choral
repertoire. 

This was all after the interval. The first half of the concert consisted of two works by the Norwegian-American composer
Ola Gjeilo – Dark Night of The Soul and its companion piece Luminous Night of The Soul – along with Morten Lauridsen’s
contemporary classic Sure on This Shining Night.

These three pieces suited the choir  perfectly,  highlighting its  precise and powerful  singing,  and at  the same time
showcased the skills of their accomplished musical professionals. Julian Collings, a genial and energetic presence on the
podium, had put together a programme which would challenge any choral society, but the clarity and sensitivity of his
conducting brought out the very best in his singers. The sinuous melodic lines and shimmering harmoniesof Sure on This
Shining Night glowed brightly and provided a welcome moment of calm after the driving rhythms of Dark Night.

At times in both Dark and Luminous NightGjeilo relegates the choir to an accompanying role and thrusts the piano onto
centre stage. It needs a really good pianist to bring this off and in the choir’s regular pianist Peter Jaekel we had an
outstanding one. His fluent, controlled playing made light work of Gjeilo’s tricky piano writing. Those members of the
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audience unfamiliar with Gjeilo’s music will certainly have had their interest sparked by Epsom Choral Society’s stirring,
robust performances of these two works; one lady I spoke to told me she had never heard any of Gjeilo’s music before but
intended to search out some recordings as soon as she got home. I’m sure she wasn’t the only audience member to be
attracted to this increasingly popular composer’s sound-world.

Thanks are due to  Epsom Choral  Society  for  a  concert  of  interesting repertoire  and strong performances,  with a
beautifully designed, informative programme booklet and a free glass of wine in the interval. A delightful way to spend a
fine summer evening.

Review by Ian Assersohn

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council Invites Community
to Share ‘A Million Acts of Hope’
24 June 2026

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council, in partnership with the Epsom & Ewell Refugee Network, is inviting residents to take
part in A Million Acts of Hope during Refugee Week this June – celebrating the everyday actions that bring people
together and strengthen communities.

A Million Acts of Hope is a national initiative recognising the small but meaningful contributions people make to their
community each day. From coaching youth teams and volunteering at food banks to supporting neighbours and caring for
shared spaces, these acts may go unnoticed, but they play an important role in building compassionate and connected
communities.

Running from 15 June to 21 June, Refugee Week offers an opportunity to recognise the contributions of refugees, while
celebrating the diversity, resilience and community spirit that enrich local life. This year, the borough will also mark A
Million Acts of Hope during the same week, highlighting how simple actions can help create a more welcoming and
inclusive place for everyone.

These shared values are reflected in the work of the Epsom & Ewell Refugee Network (EERN), which supports refugees to
feel welcomed, connected and part of the community.  EERN, which is partly funded by Epsom & Ewell Borough Council,
delivers a range of services, including: group activities, helpdesk support, language classes and community initiatives – all
designed to help foster inclusion and understanding.

To encourage residents to get involved, A Million Acts of Hope boards were installed at Epsom Library and Ewell Library
(Bourne Hall) this week. The CEO of Epsom & Ewell Borough Council, Jackie King, Councillor Clive Woodbridge, Chair of
the Community & Wellbeing Committee at Epsom & Ewell Borough Council, the Mayor of Epsom & Ewell, Councillor
Lucie McIntyre and Epsom & Ewell Refugee Network Lead, Jo Sherring, have all added their messages to the board.
We encourage visitors to share messages of kindness, gratitude or community spirit.

Participants can write a short note on a postcard, available at both locations, and add it to the display, creating a
collective expression of hope across the borough.

Speaking of the upcoming events, Councillor Clive Woodbridge, Chair of the Community and Wellbeing Committee, said:

“Epsom  &  Ewell  is  a  borough  defined  by  the  strength  of  its  community,  and  initiatives  like  A  Million  Acts  of
Hope highlight the kindness, compassion and generosity that bring our residents together. It has been truly heartwarming
to read the many stories already shared on the boards across the borough, each one reflecting small but meaningful acts
of care, gratitude and support.

These stories capture what makes Epsom & Ewell such a special place to live, and I encourage residents to continue
adding their voices as we come together to celebrate hope and the power of community.”

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council

Image EEBC: rom left to right: Chair of the Community & Wellbeing Committee, Councillor Clive Woodbridge, Mayor of
Epsom & Ewell, Councillor Lucie McIntyre and Epsom & Ewell Refugee Network Lead, Jo Sherring.
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Surrey County Council launches new home charging
option for EV drivers
24 June 2026

Surrey County Council has launched a new option for residents without off-street parking to be able to charge their EVs
from home by having a cable gully installed. The cable gullies allow residents to run an EV charging cable across the
pavement, safely, to be able to benefit from cheaper home charging rates.

In partnership with Kerbo Charge, the cable gullies were initially trialled in 2024 and, following the successful application
for funding from the Department for Transport Electric Vehicles Pavement Channel Grant, the process is now being
offered to all eligible Surrey residents.

When it’s time to charge, residents insert their EV charging cable into the channel and the specially-designed lid closes
behind like a zip — keeping pavements trip-free. Kerbo Charge is designed and manufactured in the UK and flexes to fit
the shape of our pavements.

Residents who are interested first need to complete an initial assessment with Kerbo Charge, to check the suitability of
their property, by visiting the Kerbo Charge website. Once this check is complete, residents can apply through the Surrey
County Council website, paying a £499 fee.

The total cost would normally be over £1,000 per household, but funding from central government means the cost to
residents is reduced to £499.

Aviation, Maritime and Decarbonisation Minister, Keir Mather said: “Charging availability is one of the biggest
barriers to switching. Backed by over £250,000 in Government funding, drivers in Surrey without access to off street
parking will now be able to save over 50% on the cost of installing cross-pavement charging solutions. “We’re making it
easier and more affordable than ever to make the switch by investing £600 million to speed up the roll out of chargers
across the country, and our Electric Car Grant has already helped over 120,000 drivers save up to £3,750 on a new EV.”

Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for Highways, Transport and Economic Growth Cllr Matt Furniss,
said: “EV charging needs to be accessible for all Surrey residents, not just those with a driveway. I’m delighted we’ve
been able to launch this scheme to help people access home charging for their EVs. Alongside the 500 on-street EV
chargepoints we’ve installed across Surrey, we’re making EV ownership a real option for more people – helping to make
Surrey a greener, cleaner place.”

Kerbo Charge Co-Founder Michael Goulden, said: “Congratulations to Surrey County Council! We’re delighted to be
working closely together – this is simply about offering more choice to residents about how they charge their car and
removing barriers to EV adoption. We’re looking forward to seeing lots of residents making the move from petrol/diesel to
electric in the months ahead.”

Guildford resident Torkil, pictured, has been using his Kerbo Charge for two years and says: “Given my town
centre location, I made the move to electric only after careful evaluation of how I was going to manage charging…. I am
happy that Surrey County Council listened to suggestions from those of us who live with on street parking, and now that I
can charge at home I feel very confident to stay with electric and help reduce air pollution in Surrey”

For those who are not eligible for the scheme, either because they are unable to park outside their property or they are
unable to install a home chargepoint, in partnership with Connect Kerb, Surrey County Council has installed over 500 on-
street chargepoints across Surrey.

These are mostly 7kwh chargepoints installed on roads with little to no on-street parking, designed for local residents to
be able to charge overnight near their home.  A new initiative to install 3kwh lamp post chargepoints is set to significantly
increase accessibility  to  EV charging across  Surrey.  With  100 installed  already,  and 1000 planned in  total,  these
chargepoints will be fitted in suitable lamp columns that are adjacent to a suitable on-street parking space.

If you would like to suggest a chargepoint is installed near you, you can register your suggestion on our EV suggestions
map.

A Kerbo Charge cross-pavement channel install in Guildford, Surrey.
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Heart attack survivor abseils hospital with Epsom
NHS daughter
24 June 2026

A heart attack survivor has abseiled down the side of St Helier Hospital with his daughter, an occupational therapist at
Epsom Hospital, to raise money for the charity supporting both hospitals.

Sutton-based Fred Mendonca, 62, and his daughter Sarah Beard, 30, took on the 125-foot drop at St Helier Hospital
ahead of Father’s Day weekend. The descent is roughly equivalent to the heel-to-crown height of the Statue of Liberty.

Sarah works in the Mary Seacole Unit at Epsom Hospital, part of Epsom and St Helier University Hospitals NHS Trust.
The unit provides inpatient frailty and rehabilitation services for some of the most vulnerable patients in the local
community.

The father and daughter team joined more than 70 fundraisers taking part in the second annual Abseil St Helier event,
which has already raised more than £20,000 towards Epsom and St Helier Hospitals Charity’s £30,000 target.

For Fred, the challenge had a deeply personal meaning. In June 2024 he was at work when he felt chest pain which he
initially thought was indigestion.

“I had no idea I had an arterial clot and was flabbergasted when the consultant said I had suffered an acute myocardial
infarction — commonly known as a heart attack — and heart failure,” he said.

“You think you’re indestructible. It doesn’t feel like your heart is under attack — it’s all the surrounding muscles which
end up aching. I tried to self-medicate. Fortunately, my wife called an ambulance which turned up within ten minutes.
They hooked me up to an electrocardiogram and I was being treated in A&E within half an hour.”

Fred was treated by emergency teams at St George’s Hospital before receiving cardiac rehabilitation care at St Helier.

“What  a  phenomenal  team,  from the  paramedics  to  the  emergency  and  ward  staff,”  he  said.  “They  were  highly
professional,  efficient,  friendly  and  informative.  You  know  immediately  that  you  are  in  good  hands.  The  cardiac
rehabilitation staff at St Helier nursed me back to full health. Now I’m focusing on keeping fit and I feel better than I have
done in the last 20 years.

“I feel like I’ve been given a new lease of life, and I had the go-ahead for the abseil with Sarah, which means the world to
me. Our whole family is grateful for the support we’ve received from the hospitals and I’m happy to support this important
cause.”

Sarah has worked in community healthcare roles across Sutton and Surrey for more than eight years and is now based at
Epsom Hospital.

She said the experience of her father’s illness had brought home the life-saving work of NHS colleagues across the Trust.

“Most of our family was born in St Helier Hospital and the A&E is where all our family goes when we need urgent help, so
they’ve looked after all of us, including my grandad who used to be a chaplain there,” she said.

“When my dad was poorly, it really brought home the impact of the work my colleagues do to save lives. I can never be
more grateful to them for giving my dad a second chance. My dad’s choir often goes to sing for the patients at St Helier at
Christmas, which he’s been doing for the past 40 years, so we’re always keen to show our gratitude for their exceptional
care.”

Sarah said the abseil was the first time either of them had attempted such a challenge.

“We’ve never abseiled before, so this is a new adventure for us,” she said.

“My dad is a huge source of inspiration for me. He looks after everyone, he’s extremely resilient and I know he’s always
there for us. He’s so giving with his time — not just to his family, but to the whole community — so I’m very proud of him
and I’m very lucky to be his daughter.”

Money raised through the event will support Epsom and St Helier University Hospitals NHS Trust, helping to enhance
patient care, support staff wellbeing and improve hospital environments.

Recent charity-supported projects include part-funding a state-of-the-art surgical robot, supporting staff recognition and
long-service events, and improving maternity spaces including the maternity bereavement room and early pregnancy unit.

Molly Simpson, Head of Epsom and St Helier Hospitals Charity, said: “We are incredibly grateful to everyone taking part
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in this year’s abseil. It takes real courage to step over the edge at that height, but everyone is doing it to make a real
difference for patients, families and NHS colleagues, and to support our hospitals’ life-saving care.

“Events like this help bring our community together. I wish all our abseilers the very best of luck and thank them for
going above and beyond for our hospitals.”

Supporters can still donate to Fred, Sarah and others taking part in Epsom and St Helier Hospitals Charity’s Abseil St
Helier event through the charity’s fundraising page.

Epsom and St Helier Hospitals Charity – Abseil St Helier  

Sam Jones – Reporter

£125,000 for Surrey schools to tackle the impact of
climate change
24 June 2026

Surrey County Council is investing a further £125,000 to help schools across the county adapt to the growing impacts of
climate change.

Schools can apply for grants of between £5,000 to £10,000 to install climate resilient measures such as green walls,
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) planters, shading structures and tree planting, supported by expert guidance from
the council to ensure value for money.

Last year, £120,000 was awarded to 21 schools, in addition to Guildford Grove Primary School and Town Farm Primary
School each receiving around £17,000 to deliver more comprehensive interventions and share best practice.

Surrey continues to lead nationally on environmental education, with more Eco‑Schools Green Flag awards than any other
county  in  England  for  the  third  year  running.  All  participating  schools  will  be  encouraged  to  work  towards  this
accreditation and embed sustainability across their curriculum.

Marisa Heath, Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for Environment and Planning said: “We know that our
climate is changing and seasons are becoming more extreme, this is something we all witnessed during the recent
heatwave. It’s important we support schools to adapt to these changes and make sure children are able to learn and thrive
at school. By offering further grant funding to schools, not only are we helping schools be more climate resilient but we
are inspiring the next generation of environmental leaders.”

Rona Mackie, Headteacher at Guildford Grove Primary School said: “We needed to respond to the fact the climate
is changing and we’ve been really lucky as a school to benefit from working with Surrey County Council. They have
worked with us to think about areas around our school that we could develop and it will have such an impact on our
school, the current pupils and future generations.”

Helyn Clack, Cabinet Member for Children, Families and Lifelong Learning said:  “It’s fantastic that we are
offering  Surrey  schools  the  opportunity  again  to  apply  for  this  funding  to  enable  them to  make  adaptations  and
improvements in light of the impacts of climate change. I’d encourage schools to apply and look at the improvements
Guildford Grove Primary School and Town Farm Primary School implemented earlier this year to see the benefits they
offer.”

The deadline for applications is 31 July 2026. Schools can find out more and apply on the Together for Surrey website.
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Epsom & Ewell Council blocks release of Rainbow
Leisure Centre condition papers
24 June 2026

Epsom and Ewell Times to appeal to Information Commissioner after EEBC withholds inspection and dilapidation records
linked to reported £500,000 repair exposure.

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council has upheld its refusal to disclose key papers concerning the condition of the Rainbow
Leisure Centre, despite continuing questions over how the public facility came to face a reported repair and dilapidations
bill of up to £500,000.

The Council has confirmed that it  is withholding the 2025 inspection report and related information about backlog
maintenance, dilapidations and financial exposure. It says the material is covered by legal professional privilege because
litigation is now a live issue and the Council is already consulting lawyers.

The decision follows a Freedom of Information request by Epsom and Ewell Times seeking documents about the Council’s
landlord inspection rights, use of inspection powers, condition surveys, backlog repairs, financial exposure and committee
consideration of the Rainbow Leisure Centre.

The Rainbow Leisure Centre, one of the borough’s major public leisure assets, changed operator in October 2025. The
issue later became controversial after it emerged that urgent works and dilapidation issues had been identified, with a
confidential urgent decision reportedly warning that the final cost was not yet known but could be up to £500,000.

Epsom and Ewell Times asked the Council to disclose what it knew, when it knew it, and what inspection or condition
records had been kept over the life of the previous contractual arrangements.

The Council  did  provide  some contractual  clauses  showing that  the  operator  was  required to  allow the  Council’s
representative to inspect assets, equipment or materials used in the provision of leisure services. But it refused to release
the 2025 inspection report, any related backlog or dilapidation assessments, and financial liability estimates.

In its original refusal, the Council said the withheld information fell under section 42 of the Freedom of Information Act,
which protects information covered by legal professional privilege. The Council argued that releasing the material could
undermine its legal position and affect recovery of public funds from the former operator.

Epsom and Ewell Times sought an internal review, arguing that the exemption had been applied too broadly. The review
request pointed out that routine inspection records, condition surveys and factual reports do not automatically become
privileged merely because litigation is later contemplated. It also asked the Council to consider partial disclosure, with
any genuinely privileged legal advice or litigation strategy redacted.

The Council has now upheld its refusal.

In its internal review response, the Council stated: “We take the point that the survey reports would not normally be
withheld, but that was a long time ago and under different circumstances. It is not the case that litigation is possibly
contemplated, we are already talking to our lawyers about progressing this, so it is a live issue.”

The Council also said it believed the public interest arguments in its original response were sufficient.

That leaves residents with limited public information about a central question: whether the Rainbow Leisure Centre’s
condition arose from recent events, historic under-maintenance, inadequate inspection, failures by the previous operator,
failures by the Council as landlord, or some combination of those possibilities.

The refusal also raises a further issue. The Council has stated that inspection and survey reports prior to 2025 are not
held. If correct, that may prompt questions about how the Council monitored the condition of a major public asset over
more than two decades of external operation.

The Council has also stated that it does not hold the dates on which councillors, committee chairs or Cabinet/Committee
members were first informed that the Rainbow Leisure Centre required significant remedial or dilapidation works, or that
the cost might be material to Council finances.

The Freedom of Information Act does allow public authorities to withhold legally privileged material.  However, the
exemption is not absolute. Authorities must show that the material is genuinely privileged and, where the exemption is
qualified, must weigh the public interest in maintaining the exemption against the public interest in disclosure.

The paradox being that if there were to be litigation then under the rules these documents would be disclosable to all
parties involved. “The truth will out”.

Epsom and Ewell Times is now preparing a complaint to the Information Commissioner’s Office. The appeal will argue
that the Council has not shown, document by document, that all the withheld information is privileged; that it has not
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properly considered partial disclosure; and that the public interest in understanding the management of a major public
facility and potential exposure of public funds is substantial.

The newspaper will also ask the Information Commissioner to consider whether the request should have been dealt with,
at least in part, under the Environmental Information Regulations, because the withheld material concerns the condition
of a public building, plant, fabric and remedial works.

The dispute is  not simply about one report.  It  goes to the wider question of how the borough’s public assets are
monitored, how risks are reported to councillors, and how much residents are entitled to know when public money may be
at stake.

Epsom and Ewell Times will report the outcome of the appeal when the Information Commissioner has considered the
complaint.

Sam Jones – Reporter

Related reports:

Epsom Council Rainbow Centre secrecy row deepens over “pre-election silence” advice

No end to Epsom’s Rainbow Leisure Centre controversy

“It’s my meeting”: Cllr Dallen stops questions about his role in alleged Rainbow “cover-up”.

Dalton and Dallen double-down disclosure denial

Epsom town centre licensing clampdown rejected —
for now
24 June 2026

Epsom and Ewell councillors have decided not to begin work on a tougher licensing policy for Epsom town centre, after a
debate over whether late-night crime and anti-social behaviour justify stronger controls on new pubs, bars and late-night
venues.

The Licensing and Planning Policy Committee met on 16 June to consider a request from Cllr Alex Coley to explore the
work needed for a Cumulative Impact Policy, often shortened to CIP, for licensed premises in Epsom town centre.

A CIP is a licensing tool used where a council has evidence that the number or concentration of licensed premises in an
area is contributing to problems such as crime, disorder, public nuisance or risks to public safety. Before adopting one,
the council must first carry out a Cumulative Impact Assessment, or CIA, gathering evidence from sources such as police
data, complaints, residents, businesses, health bodies and other responsible authorities.

If adopted, a CIP does not automatically ban new licences. But where objections are made to a new licence or a variation,
it creates a presumption that the application will normally be refused unless the applicant can show that the proposal will
not add to the existing problems.

That is stronger than the “Special Stress Area” policy already proposed for Epsom town centre. Under that approach, the
town centre is recognised as an area of concern, particularly for night-time crime and disorder, and applicants are
expected to address those concerns in their operating plans. But there is no presumption of refusal.

Principal Licensing Officer Paul Holliday told councillors that a CIP would require “a detailed evidence gathering process
to demonstrate that the cumulative impact of licensed premises is undermining the licensing objectives”. He said adopting
such a policy would introduce “a presumption of refusal for new licence applications and variations within a defined area”,
unless applicants could show they would not add to the impact.

However, officers recommended that no assessment should be started at this stage. They said existing licensing powers,
together with the proposed Special Stress Area, gave the council a proportionate framework for dealing with problem
premises. Mr Holliday said the proposed approach would allow the council to focus on “problem behaviour rather than
imposing broad restrictions”.
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He warned that a CIP would need “robust and up-to-date” evidence and that without it the council could face appeals,
legal challenge and financial costs. He added that a CIP could also have unintended economic effects by “discouraging
investment from new operators” and limiting business diversity.

The officer report said no Surrey district or borough currently has a CIA in place, with Croydon and Merton cited as
nearby examples outside Surrey. It also noted that an external estimate obtained in December 2023 put the likely cost of a
CIA at £21,300, with no budget currently allocated.

Cllr Alex Coley (Independent Ruxley) argued that the proposed Special Stress Area may not be enough. He told the
committee: “I learned about the special stress area when I was a member of this committee. I sat on a licensing panel
hearing where it was my impression that it wasn’t going to make a great deal of difference. It is about mitigation and
conditions.”

He questioned the impression that Epsom town centre had no significant licensing-related problems, saying: “There’s no
complaints, no reviews, no nuisance, no noise, no problems. There’s nothing to see here. We all know that’s not true.”

Cllr Coley added: “I think my concern is that the town centre has gotten out of control more and more. We do have more
trouble at night. I’ve talked to some of the local residents, I talked to the business, to the manager of the BID, Business
Improvement District, it’s pretty clear there are problems.”

He stressed, however, that he was not insisting the council immediately spend more than £20,000 on a formal assessment.
He said: “I’m not saying that we must have this… I’d like to see it explored and reviewed.”

Other councillors took a different view. Cllr Julian Freeman (LibDem College) said he had direct experience of Epsom at
night through volunteering as a street pastor. “I probably have a very different perception than Councillor Coley,” he said.
“When I go out on a Friday night with my colleagues, what I do notice very much is the professionalism of the door staff
outside most of the nightclubs and bars, which is really quite impressive.”

He added: “I don’t see it as the den of iniquity and licentiousness that is perhaps being portrayed. When I wander around
there, normally between sort of 10 o’clock to about three in the morning, I find it increasingly quiet.”

Cllr Steve Bridger (RA Stamford) opposed spending money on a CIA, saying: “This to me will be a total and utter waste
of money.”

Cllr Phil Neale (RA Cuddington) said he was “puzzled” by the request, given that officers considered the council’s
present and proposed policies adequate. “We don’t have any reports back from the police that this is required,” he said.

Cllr Neil Dallen (RA Town), the committee’s vice-chair, declared at the start of the meeting that he was “a member of the
Business Improvement District, which looks after the town centre”, but said he came to the meeting “with an open mind
and not influenced in any way by that”.

During the debate, Cllr Dallen said: “I do occasionally go into the town centre late at night because I live there, and it is
now a lot better than it used to be. The further back you go, the better it is. It has steadily got better over the last 15, 20
years.”

That declaration may nevertheless raise questions for some observers,  because Business Improvement Districts are
funded by levies from eligible businesses within the BID area, which includes the Town centre’s licensed premises. A CIP
would apply primarily to new licence applications and variations rather than existing licences, but the evidence-gathering
exercise behind it could still involve scrutiny of the current night-time economy and the operation of existing venues.

Cllr Kieran Persand (Conservative Horton) sounded a note of caution. Referring to recent events in Epsom, he said: “I
don’t think we should take this concern too lightly,” adding that £25,000 was “a lot of money for a council like us to spend
right now”, but that he wanted to understand whether there was a “middle ground”.

When he asked whether there was data to support Cllr Dallen’s view that Epsom was getting safer, Mr Holliday replied
that earlier work on the licensing policy had found “elevated levels of ASB and violent crime in Epsom town centre”. He
added that, as an urban town centre, some higher levels would be expected, but that the data and councillor discussions
had led to the proposed Special Stress Area.

Published Police.uk data for Epsom & Ewell Central shows that in April 2026 the area recorded 198 crimes. The most
commonly  reported  categories  were  violence  and  sexual  offences,  with  47  reports,  anti-social  behaviour  with  36,
shoplifting with 27, and criminal damage and arson with 23. The monthly total rose from 151 in January to 198 in April,
although monthly figures fluctuate.

Compared with other Surrey town policing areas for April 2026, Epsom & Ewell Central recorded fewer crimes than
Guildford Town, which had 315 crimes, including 72 violence and sexual offences and 41 anti-social behaviour reports.
But it recorded more than Woking Town, which had 102 crimes, including 29 violence and sexual offences and 28 anti-
social behaviour reports; Staines Town, where the top categories included 25 violence and sexual offences and 24 anti-
social behaviour reports; and Farnham Town Centre, which recorded 14 anti-social behaviour reports and 14 violence and
sexual offences.

Those comparisons suggest Epsom town centre is not unique among Surrey towns in facing crime and disorder pressures.
But the figures also support the officer’s acknowledgement that Epsom town centre has elevated levels of anti-social
behaviour and violent crime when compared with quieter local areas. What the published statistics do not prove, on their
own, is whether those offences are caused by the cumulative impact of licensed premises — the key evidential step
needed for a legally robust CIP.

The committee ultimately endorsed the officer recommendation that no action should be taken to initiate a CIA at this
time. There were two abstentions.

The issue may return. The council’s proposed licensing policy says the need for a cumulative impact policy and the Special
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Stress Area will be kept under review, and officers suggested that the new East Surrey authority may revisit the matter
after local government reorganisation.

Sam Jones – Reporter

Surrey’s  Big Poetry Weekend launches in Egham
this summer
24 June 2026

A major new poetry festival is coming to Surrey this summer, as the Surrey Poet Laureateship launches its first annual
poetry festival.

Surrey’s Big Poetry Weekend ’26 will take place on Saturday 1 and Sunday 2 August 2026 at the Egham Literary Institute.

The festival has been created by the Surrey Poet Laureateship CIC, a self-funded, volunteer-led organisation founded in
2024. In its first two years, the Laureateship says it has delivered eight free Poetry Hubs across the county, created more
than 5,000 engagements with poetry, established more than 20 partnerships and welcomed more than 200 open mic
performers to the stage.

Organisers  say  the  new  weekend  festival  will  celebrate  Surrey’s  poets  while  also  bringing  nationally  recognised
contemporary UK poets to the county.

Adam Gary, President of the Surrey Poet Laureateship, said: “When we launched the Surrey Poet Laureateship, people
told us poetry was struggling. What we’ve found is the opposite. People are hungry for connection, creativity, and spaces
where they can express themselves and be heard.

“Everything we’ve built has been powered by volunteers, belief, and an extraordinary community. Surrey’s Big Poetry
Weekend is our biggest leap yet.

“We’re bringing together nationally recognised poets, celebrated Surrey voices, and complete newcomers under one roof
because we believe poetry should belong to everyone. We want people to leave inspired, connected, and excited about
what poetry can do.”

The weekend programme will include headline performances, talks, panel discussions, workshops and community meet-
ups.

Poets appearing at the festival include Len Pennie, Bradley Taylor and Dakota Warren, alongside Surrey poets and
emerging voices.

Talks will  explore poetry, creativity and literary life,  with speakers including Adam Gary, Nia Broomhall  and Katie
Griffiths. Panel discussions will bring together poets, performers, educators and creatives to consider poetry’s place in
modern life.

Topics include Finding Your Voice: Poetry, Wellbeing and Empowerment, looking at how poetry can support wellbeing,
self-expression, confidence and resilience.

Another panel,  Poetry Without Borders:  How Different  Voices Shape the Art,  will  consider how poetry can bridge
communities, preserve heritage and create understanding across different backgrounds and lived experiences.

The programme will also include Poetry in the Digital Age: Social Media and the Modern Poet. Guest panellists are
expected to include Len Pennie, Bradley Taylor, Adam Gary, Shaniqua Benjamin and others.

Workshops will cover writing, performance, creativity and spoken word. These include a performance workshop led by
Bradley Taylor and a poetry for beginners workshop led by Surrey Poet Laureate Adam Gary.

A key feature of Surrey’s Big Poetry Weekend will be its Community Meet-Ups initiative, allowing festivalgoers to help
shape the festival experience themselves.

Organisers are inviting attendees to arrange their own gatherings across the weekend, whether focused on Victorian
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poetry, spoken word, performance technique, niche poetry movements or simply meeting other creative people.

Tori Monks, Vice President of the Surrey Poet Laureateship, said: “One of the things that makes the Laureateship so
special is that it welcomes everyone, regardless of their experience with poetry.

“As someone who is new to the poetry world myself, I know how important that sense of openness can be. Our inaugural
programme is packed with an incredible line-up of events,  performances and voices,  offering something to inspire,
entertain and engage adults of all ages and backgrounds. We can’t wait to welcome everyone and celebrate poetry
together.”

The Surrey Poet Laureateship says the festival is the next stage in two years of community-building, volunteer effort and
work to make poetry more accessible.

Despite operating without regular funding, the organisation says it has created free creative opportunities for thousands
of people across the county through workshops, outreach projects, open mics, competitions and community partnerships.

Organisers hope Surrey’s Big Poetry Weekend will become an annual fixture in the county’s cultural calendar, attracting
nationally recognised poets while continuing to nurture local voices and emerging talent.

Early Bird weekend passes have already sold out. General release day passes are now available.

For more information, visit www.surreypoetlaureateship.org.

The Surrey Poet Laureateship is based at The Literary Institute, 51 High Street, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9EW.
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Epsom counselling service aims to make therapy
more accessible
24 June 2026

Mental health challenges can affect anyone, at any stage of life. Yet many people still struggle to access the support they
need because of long waiting lists, financial pressures or uncertainty about where to turn.

One local counselling service, The Wellbeing Therapy Hut, is working to help address those barriers.

Founded by Epsom-based therapist and director Jess Farazmand, The Wellbeing Therapy Hut was created with a simple
mission: to make talking therapy affordable, accessible and available to those who need it.

Since opening, the service has supported children, young people, adults, couples and families across Epsom, Ewell and
the surrounding areas, offering both in-person and online counselling.

The organisation places particular emphasis on affordable options, with the aim of ensuring that financial circumstances
do not prevent people from accessing support.

Jess said: “Mental health support shouldn’t be something that people only access when they reach crisis point. We believe
that early intervention can make a significant difference, helping people build resilience, improve relationships and
maintain positive wellbeing before difficulties become overwhelming.”

The team’s work has been recognised through several awards, including the Commitment to Community Award at the
Epsom & Ewell Business Awards, along with other regional business and mental health industry accolades.

For Jess and her team, however, the greatest achievement is seeing the positive effect that counselling can have on
people’s lives.

The Wellbeing Therapy Hut also works with other local wellbeing professionals and organisations, believing that strong
community partnerships help create a wider network of support for residents.

By collaborating with local businesses, charities, schools and community groups, the organisation hopes to continue
raising awareness of mental health and encouraging people to seek support when they need it.

Jess added: “Mental health affects every family at some point. The more we talk about it, the easier it becomes for people
to reach out and access support. We are proud to be part of a community that cares about the wellbeing of its residents.”
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To learn more about The Wellbeing Therapy Hut and the services available, visit www.thewellbeingtherapyhut.co.uk.

Sponsored article.

Epsom & Ewell  Silver  Band brings sunshine and
brass to Kensington Gardens
24 June 2026

Visitors to Kensington Gardens were treated to an afternoon of brass music on Sunday 14 June, as the Epsom & Ewell
Silver Band performed at the historic Kensington Gardens Bandstand.

The concert,  which began at 2.30pm under bright June skies, was part of the Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens
Bandstand Concerts, co-organised by The Royal Parks and its Friends groups.

For two hours, the bandstand, a short stroll from Kensington Palace and the Round Pond, became the musical heart of the
park. Passers-by, tourists and brass band enthusiasts paused their Sunday afternoon walks to set up deckchairs or gather
on the grass, forming an appreciative crowd.

Under the direction of Musical Director Tariq Ahmed, the band delivered a varied programme. The performance reflected
the standard that earned the Surrey-based group a strong result at the London and Southern Counties First Section
Regional Championships earlier this spring.

The programme included traditional brass band marches, contemporary arrangements of film themes and show tunes, and
melodic pieces that showed the band’s balance, precision and warm tone.

The afternoon captured the charm of a British summer in one of London’s best-known green spaces. By the time the final
notes sounded at 4.30pm, the band was met with warm applause from an audience reluctant for the music to end.

“Hearing a top-tier silver band like Epsom & Ewell playing in the heart of the Royal Parks is exactly what summer in
London is about,” said one local attendee. “The acoustic warmth of the brass floating across the gardens was just
spectacular.”

Those who missed the Kensington Gardens performance will have further opportunities to hear the band closer to home
this summer.

The band’s annual Summer Concert takes place on Sunday 12 July, from 5pm to 7pm, in the Walled Garden at the Old
Moat Garden Centre & Café, Horton Lane, Epsom.

It will also perform at a free community Band in the Park event at Rosebery Park, Epsom, on Sunday 9 August, from 2pm
to 4pm.

The Kensington Gardens concert was another reminder of the continuing contribution made by the Epsom & Ewell Silver
Band to the local arts scene, whether competing regionally or performing for wider audiences.

For ticket bookings for the Walled Garden concert, or for information about joining the band, visit www.eesb.org.uk.

Steven McCormick
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