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Epsom racecourse caught short of loos on family day

The foreground of the image is Al generated and is not intended to be an accurate reflection of events. The background of the
image is Epsom Downs © Peter Trimming cc-by-sa/2.0 :: Geograph Britain and Ireland

Surrey care home concerns

The death of a 76-year-old man, who was found on the floor with fractured ribs, has led to concerns over safety of the remaining
residents at a Surrey care home. Staff at Eastcroft Nursing Home in Woodmansterne Lane, Banstead, were notified that Stephen
Lawrence had fallen on December 21, 2022, after his alarm was triggered. He had sustained multiple rib fractures but despite his
complaints about abdominal pain and discomfort, was not admitted to St Helier hospital until Christmas Day. That was his only
recorded incident at the home despite hospital scans later revealing older fractures, including to the spine, ribs and sternum.

Despite treatment, his condition did not improve and Stephen died on January 5, 2023. An inquest into his death was opened on
February 16, 2023. It resumed on June 9, 2025, and concluded on June 13, 2025 with the court commenting on the delay between
his fall and admission to hospital. It found the nursing home, which the Care Quality Commission judged as requiring
improvement in 2023, was unable to explain how he had sustained the numerous old fractures which had all remained
undiagnosed until his admission to hospital. It also found there to be deficient records on Mr Lawrence’s condition after his fall.

The court also expressed concerns that Eastcroft Nursing Home’s manager provided conflicting accounts over attempts to seek
medical attention for Mr Lawrence after his fall - and for suggesting his rib fractures were sustained after he had been
transferred to hospital. Coroner Anna Crawford said: “Mr Lawrence sustained significant unexplained injuries whilst he was a
resident at Eastcroft Nursing Home. Nursing Home records were deficient in their recording of key events following his
unwitnessed fall on December 21 2022. There was a delay in seeking medical advice following the unwitnessed fall on December
21 2022. The Nursing Home manager provided conflicting evidence about efforts to obtain medical advice and did not accept that
the acute fractures leading to Mr Lawrence’s death occurred whilst he was at the nursing home. In view of all of the above, (I am)
concerned that there is an ongoing risk to current residents.”

Eastcroft Nursing Home, which declined to comment at this stage, are under duty to respond to the prevention of future deaths
report within 56 days. The coroner said: “Your response must contain details of action taken or proposed to be taken, setting out
the timetable for such action. Otherwise you must explain why no action is proposed.”

Eastcroft Nursing Home in Banstead (Google)

Epsom’s bank holiday racing results

The seven-race card at Epsom on Monday afternoon saw a good spread of results with a pair of winning favourites alongside some
less anticipated victors, with some very impressive winning distances among them; the combined winning distance was around 15
lengths.

Read on for a full report of the Epsom card, courtesy of Sporting Life.

Up first was a six-furlong handicap (1.35). Of the six runners, the most fancied was Emma Lavelle’s Silver Wraith at 6/4, who
raced in touch with the leader, Em Four (6/1), who made all and began to extend his lead in the last couple of furlongs. The
favourite could get no closer, with a challenge delivered by George Baker’s Danger Alert, but the Jamie Osborne-trained Em Four
was not for catching and won by a length.

Next was a seven-furlong two-year-olds’ maiden (2.10). In a field of just four, Andrew Balding’s Ghost Mode, ridden by Oisin
Murphy, was the favourite at 1/3. The colt was keen, though, and though he led into the closing stages, he couldn’t hold on for
long enough and was overtaken by Ollie Sangster’s filly Mayaada in the hands of Sam James at 4/1. The Nick Bradley Racing-
owned filly won by a tidy two and a half lengths.

Following was a seven-furlong handicap (2.45). This saw our first winning favourite of the afternoon; David Loughnane’s Partisan
Hero under Rossa Ryan (3/1). This was a competitive race, with a number of possibilities with two furlongs left to travel. The
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market leader had to fight Archie Watson’s Aurora Majesty home, but managed to cross the line a head in front with Native
American following on in third.

An amateur riders’ handicap was next, run over a mile and four furlongs (3.20). This race saw the second and final favourite of
the day win a race; Gordon Grey at 9/4 for Ben Brookhouse under Paul Hainey. The grey gelding was never really in doubt,
making all from the off in first-time cheekpieces, and no other runner made it close to him. Ridden home, Gordon Grey was eased
down over the line and won by a very impressive five lengths.

Race five was a handicap run over a mile and a quarter (3.55). Oisin Murphy rode the favourite once again, Andrew Balding’s Soul
Dance, who led the field for most of the way. The pair looked likely to win at the two-furlong pole, but Ed Walker’s Stormy
Monday ran on home more strongly and snatched the win under Kieran Shoemark, eventually crossing the line nearly three
lengths ahead.

The penultimate race was a handicap over the extended mile (4.28). Three of the field of six were finishing strongly; Jiff’s Army,
Due West and Play Me, with the former pair ahead of the rest. In the end, though Jiff’'s Army and Due West duelled home, it was
Jiff’s Army who stuck his neck to take the win under Rossa Ryan at 11/2.

Finally, the afternoon’s racing concluded with a seven-furlong handicap (5.03). It was a slightly surprising result in that the
favourite, 11/8 Silver Trumpet, all but pulled up having reportedly lost his action, while the 9/1 shot The Bitter Moose made all
under Jim Crowley to win in emphatic fashion by nearly five lengths, totally unchallenged.

Epsom results - Monday:
1.35 - Em Four (6/1)

2.10 - Mayaada (4/1)

2.45 - Partisan Hero (3/1)
3.20 - Gordon Grey (9/4)
3.55 - Stormy Monday (5/1)
4.28 - Jiff's Army (11/2)

5.03 - The Bitter Moose (9/1)

Horses racing Image: Credit Paul. CC BY 2.0

Epsom rail commuters brace for fare increases

Commuters travelling from Epsom to London terminals are set to pay significantly more for their journeys next year if
government policy on rail fares continues unchanged. The current cost of an annual season ticket from Epsom is £2,676, but
under the projected 5.8% rise in regulated fares for 2026-27, that figure would climb by around £155 to reach approximately
£2,831.

The increase is tied to the government’s formula of linking fares to July’s Retail Price Index plus one percent. This comes at a time
when services from Epsom to Waterloo remain reduced, with only two trains an hour since the Covid pandemic, despite a growing
local population.

Epsom & Ewell’s MP, Helen Maguire, has condemned the proposed rise. She said: “It is incomprehensible that once again
ordinary people in Epsom & Ewell are facing yet another eye-watering rail fare hike, whilst South Western Railway are struggling
to go a day without major disruption. Rail passengers should not be paying more for a service that is not delivering.”

Maguire has launched a petition calling for the restoration of train frequency to pre-Covid levels, arguing that local commuters
should not face higher costs for fewer services.

Her party colleague, Paul Kohler MP, the Liberal Democrat transport spokesperson, added that rising fares were “nothing short
of ludicrous” and described the policy as “a slap in the face to ordinary people” at a time when punctuality is at its lowest level in
years.

Critics point out that fare hikes of this scale risk pushing more people off the railway at a time when the government is urging a
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shift to more sustainable modes of transport. Meanwhile, passengers are grappling with frequent cancellations, driver shortages,
and the delayed rollout of South Western Railway’s Arterio fleet.

The Department for Transport has not yet confirmed the final figures or the exact implementation date, but increases are typically
introduced in March. Unless ministers intervene, Epsom’s commuters face paying hundreds more pounds next year for a service
many feel has been in steady decline.

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council debt update

Councils across the UK have added a further £7.8bn to their collective borrowing in the last year, leaving local authorities with
debts of £122.2bn - the equivalent of £1,791 for every resident. The figures, released by the Ministry of Housing, Communities
and Local Government show that council debt rose seven per cent in a single year from £114.5bn in 2024.

For Epsom and Ewell Borough Council (EEBC), debt at the end of the 2024/25 financial year stood at £64.4m - or £785.80 per
head of population. Surrey County Council’s position is much larger in absolute terms, with borrowing of £1.07bn, equating to
£873.69 per resident. EEBC’s debt level is exactly the same as the previous year. “This is because the council has not taken on
any additional borrowing, and no debt was paid between the two financial years”, said Cllr Neil Dallen (RA Town Ward), Chair of
EEBC'’s Strategy and Resources Committee.

Both figures sit below the UK-wide average of £1,791 per head but illustrate how deeply embedded borrowing now is in local
government finance.

Why councils borrow

Local authorities are permitted to borrow to fund projects such as schools, leisure centres, theatres and housing. Many also
borrowed heavily over the past decade to acquire commercial property - from office parks to shopping centres - intended to
generate rental income to offset cuts to central government funding.

But short-term borrowing from central government has almost tripled in recent years, in some cases used to plug day-to-day
budget gaps rather than pay for long-term investments. Jonathan Carr-West of the Local Government Information Unit warned the
approach was “extremely worrying”, likening it to “payday loans for local governments”.

Surrey’s position

Tim Oliver, Leader of Surrey County Council, said that while the council had “a stable budget position”, it was not immune to
national financial pressures. He added: “All our key services - including social care, children’s services, and highways
maintenance - are facing higher demand, higher costs, and reduced funding. We must find ways to continue to support those
residents who need us most, and to deliver the services that people rely on every day.

“As part of our budget setting process, the levels of balances and reserves have been determined to ensure that the level is
justifiable and manageable in the context of local circumstances and risk.”

Surrey’s capital spending ambitions include new school places, highways upgrades, green initiatives, social care accommodation
and library improvements, but the council has been forced to hold more expensive short-term debt while waiting for interest rates
to fall.

National concerns

Warnings about the sustainability of council borrowing are not new. Six authorities - Croydon, Slough, Thurrock, Birmingham,
Woking and Nottingham - have effectively declared bankruptcy in recent years, in some cases due to failed investment schemes.
Thurrock alone faces a £469m funding black hole from collapsed solar farm projects.

The Institute for Fiscal Studies has calculated that local authority “core spending power” remains 18% lower per resident than in
2010 despite some increases since the pandemic.

In June, Labour leader Sir Keir Starmer pledged an overhaul of the council grant system to simplify the funding formula and shift
resources towards the most deprived areas. While welcomed by urban councils, rural authorities have raised concerns that
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redistribution could “overcompensate” and leave them exposed.

Cost of servicing debt

Separate analysis by the Times found that councils across Great Britain now spend the equivalent of a fifth of council tax revenues
on servicing their debts. Annual interest costs are estimated at over £4bn - more than the combined national spend on emergency
housing and libraries, culture and tourism.

The Local Government Association’s finance spokesperson, Cllr Pete Marland, said council finances “remain in a fragile position”,
adding: “A sustainable, long-term financial model for local government must lead to all councils having adequate resources to
meet growing cost and demand pressures.”

The local picture

Epsom and Ewell’s £64.4m debt may appear modest compared with Surrey County Council’s £1.07bn, but both authorities - like
councils nationwide - must balance their budgets each year while contending with higher borrowing costs, reduced grant funding
and rising demand for services.

With 30 more councils seeking exceptional financial support from government this year, including permission to use loans or
asset sales to cover day-to-day spending, the pressure on local finances is set to remain intense.

The table below lists all of Surrey’s districts highest debt first for 2024/2025:

Surrey's Districts Total debt Per person
Woking £2,155,641,000 EE[},Eﬂl.BSl
Spelthorne £1,065,761,000 £10,252.24
Runnymede £597,712,000 £6,608.79
Guildford £311,532,000 £2,088.35
Surrey Heath £183,436,000 £1,990.24
Waverley £140,286,000 £1,061.60
Tandridge £92,816,000 £1,038.11
Mole Valley £73,850,000 £836.68
Epsom & Ewell £64,427,000 £785.80
Elmbridge £48,624,000 £346.08
Reigate & Banstead £5,000,000 £32.05

RNIB blind to the interests of its Epsom residents?

The future of Swail House in Epsom, a landmark housing estate for visually impaired people, has become the subject of debate as
residents and the Royal National Institute of Blind People (RNIB) present differing perspectives on redevelopment plans.

Swail House, opened in 1952 and named after Martha Swail, was one of the first estates in the UK designed specifically for blind
people. With flats laid out to aid navigation, landscaped grounds, and facilities for social activities, it was hailed as a flagship
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initiative. Over time it has included social rooms, a restaurant, and a Chelsea Flower Show award-winning garden.

Residents’ Concerns

Some residents and supporters have voiced fears that redevelopment will diminish the estate’s original character and reduce the
number of flats for visually impaired tenants. They argue that facilities such as communal spaces, gardens, and the on-site Epsom
& Ewell Talking Newspaper (EETN) studio, which has operated from Swail House for over 40 years, are at risk.

Complaints have also been made about the consultation process, with claims that residents’ questions have gone unanswered and
that accessible formats, such as tactile scale models of proposed buildings, have not been provided.

Russell Bailey, Chair of the Swail House Association for the Visually Impaired, told the Epsom and Ewell Times:

“We are very keen for the development to go through. We are not so keen about the way it’s being done - i.e. selling off land to
pay for the new development - and we are certainly not keen with the fact that there’s going to be fewer flats for visually
impaired people. If the RNIB were more financially secure, they could have lent money against the value of the property, kept the
land, and built more flats.

I don’t think residents feel they have had the opportunity to input into how it’s going to develop. One real concern is that there
will be no communal lounge and no facilities for recording the Epsom newspaper which has been going for many years.”

RNIB'’s Position

The RNIB, however, says it has engaged with tenants and will continue to do so. Kathryn Sherratt, RNIB’s Chief Financial Officer,
said:

“In March 2025, RNIB submitted an outline planning application to redevelop land at the back of Swail House to build 48 units,
and we're currently waiting for a decision on the planning proposal.

RNIB has consulted with tenants on the planning proposal and will continue to share information and consult as the proposals
develop, subject to the outcome of the planning decision.”

Wider Concerns

Supporters of the estate point out that Swail House is more than just a residential complex. Its natural grounds provide quiet
areas for guide dogs and for residents to experience sounds of nature in place of visual cues. Campaigners say this unique
environment is at risk if large sections of the site are sold.

Local residents outside Swail House have also raised objections to the design and scale of the proposed development, citing
environmental and aesthetic impacts.

Next Steps

The future of Swail House now rests with Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s planning process. Whatever the outcome, the
debate highlights tensions between the need to modernise housing stock and preserve the historic vision and facilities that made
Swail House a pioneering model for visually impaired people more than 70 years ago.

Image: Swail House aerial - Google Maps.

Prostate cancer vaccine research launched in Surrey

In September 2025, The Prostate Project, a Guildford-based volunteer-led charity, will launch a £250,000 campaign to raise funds
for a prostate cancer research project widely anticipated to be ‘game-changing’.

Work has begun to develop a vaccine to prevent the return of prostate cancer in men who have undergone a radical
prostatectomy, the surgical removal of the prostate. Cancer vaccines have become an exciting area of research in recent years,
and this new treatment could potentially save the lives of more than 1,500 men each year in the UK alone.

The Prostate Project, based at the Stokes Centre for Urology at Royal Surrey County Hospital, has a proven track record of
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funding research and treatment of prostate cancer, raising more than £11 million since its formation in 1998.

During this time the charity has provided funds for research at the University of Surrey, leading directly to breakthroughs in the
diagnosis and treatment of prostate and other urological cancers. The university team is one of the leading groups for
immunotherapy research in the UK, and is recognised around the world for its work.

This latest initiative is part of the charity’s longstanding and ongoing support for the work of Dr. Nicola Annels and Dr. Guy
Simpson and their team based at the University of Surrey.

A patent has been applied for the vaccine and Dr. Simpson has already proven that it works in the similar treatment of bladder
cancer. This new research is required to see if the vaccine works as effectively for prostate cancer patients.

Dr. Guy Simpson, Research Fellow Oncology at the University of Surrey explains:

‘The research will focus on a ‘prime-boost’ vaccine strategy. The new cancer-killing virus, known as HSV5-15 developed by our
team at the University of Surrey will be used as an immune ‘priming’ vaccine along with a prostate specific mRNA vaccine to
‘boost’ and maintain this immune response against the prostate.

mRNA vaccines have already proven to be revolutionary in preventing COVID, and this technology is promising similarly effective
results in treating cancer tumours.

The vaccine trains the body’s immune system to recognise cancer cells so any that return after surgery can be hunted down and
killed, reducing the risk of the disease coming back. Around 5,000 radical prostatectomies are performed each year in the UK,
but between 20% and 50% of men who have their prostates removed will have their cancer return, resulting in them undergoing
further radiotherapy and/or hormone therapy.

This treatment is costly, time-consuming and can have unpleasant side effects, and is not always completely successful.’
Prostate Project Chairman, Martin Davies, expands on the fundraising initiative:

‘For over 25 years the Prostate Project has been proud to support a team that is quite rightly recognised by their peers for their
work in immunology research, and this latest initiative is perhaps the most important yet. We are looking to raise £250,000, a
target that we recognise as ambitious but completely achievable, especially given our past record, and the significance of the
potential outcome.’

A final word from Dr. Simpson on the timescales for delivery.

‘This funding will support the initial 18 month research period, but the more money that we raise will have a significant effect on
timescales.

The Prostate Project website www.prostate-project.org.uk features a comprehensive FAQ page with answers to many of the
questions about the vaccine and details of how to donate.

Epsom schools celebrate GCSE results

Epsom schools have been celebrating another strong year of GCSE results, with both Glyn School and Rosebery School reporting
exceptional performances from the Class of 2025.

At Glyn School, 86% of students achieved grade 4 or above in English and Maths, with 66% reaching grade 5 or above.
Disadvantaged pupils also excelled, with 84% attaining grade 4 or better in the core subjects. Among the top performers were
Joshua Ellis (eight grade 9s and three grade 8s), William Unsworth (eight grade 9s), and Frederick Browning (eight grade 9s).
Twins Hamish and Oscar Donald also secured a string of solid passes, while Chelsea Football Club player Reggie Walsh managed
to complete seven GCSEs alongside making his debut for the club’s first team.

Students reflected on the hard work behind their achievements, with Nicholas Cooper noting: “It was hard work but worth it,”
and Joshua Ellis adding: “I'm really happy with my results, and I want to thank my teachers for helping me achieve them.”

Headteacher Jo Garrod praised the determination of staff and pupils, while James Nicholson, CEO of GLF Schools, described the
outcomes across the trust as “a fantastic set of GCSE results.”

Meanwhile, at Rosebery School, the celebrations were equally jubilant. One in three exam entries was awarded a top grade 9 or
8, and half of all results fell between grades 9 and 7. Ninety-one per cent of students achieved grade 4 or higher in both English
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and Maths, and more than 80% reached grade 5 or above. In Maths and Science alone, Rosebery girls achieved 128 grade 9s.

Individual highlights included Iris Aryeetey and Eilidh McFarlane, who each achieved ten grade 9s, while twins Grace and
Hannah Black amassed a remarkable 15 grade 9s and five grade 8s between them.

The school’s overall performance set new records, with an average grade of 6.4 and an Attainment 8 score of 64. Headteacher
David Lach said the results placed the cohort among the top 5% of schools nationally and praised both staff and pupils for their
resilience during what he described as a “tragic and difficult academic year.”

With both schools celebrating record results following last week’s strong A Level outcomes, Epsom students appear to be ending
the summer term on a high.

Related reports:
Epsom’s boys’ and girls’ schools celebrate A level results

Photo: Rosebery girls celebrate. Credit: GLF Schools

Epsom commemorates V] day

St Martin’s Church, Epsom, was filled on Friday 15th August as the borough came together to mark the 80th anniversary of V]
Day - the end of the Second World War in the Far East. The service, organised by the Royal British Legion’s Epsom and Ewell
branch, brought together civic leaders, veterans, families, choirs and the wider community to commemorate those who served
and those who never came home.

The service was led by Revd Nick Parish, who in his opening prayer set the tone:

“God, our Father, in the dying and rising of your Son, Jesus Christ, you have brought life and salvation out of cruelty and death.
We mark V] Day in gratitude for the courage of the allied forces who suffered for freedom in the Far East campaign, and in
sorrow for all that hinders the coming of your kingdom of peace. Give us wisdom to learn from the bitter memories of war and
hearts that long for the unity of all nations.”

A personal touch from local families

Among the most moving contributions came from Mrs Sheila Carlson-Berry, who read extracts from her late father Douglas
Fletcher’s letters home from Burma. Fletcher, who had volunteered for the RAF at 19, wrote more than 250 letters to his
sweetheart Sylvie during his service.

From October 1944 he wrote with cautious optimism:

“I suppose by the time you receive this European war will be just about finished. What a wonderful thought. It must make the
people at home very happy... loved ones at home free from all danger. That, of course, is the main reason for our joy. The other is
that now we can have the men and materials out here to put an end to this.”

In another letter, he reflected on the “forgotten” nature of the Burma campaign:

“Most people don’t realise there’s a war on out here. It’s only the people who have someone here that understand what is
happening. The children have suffered most. It will take years to erase horrible memories from their minds. Man’s inhumanity to
man - a terrible war, isn’t it?”

By August 1945, as the atomic bombs fell on Japan, Fletcher wrote with relief:

“So it’s all over. Hard to believe, isn't it? It came so suddenly, but there it is. It will make things so much easier... Yes, the atomic
bomb is a terrible weapon, but I think we have it to thank for the Jap surrender... I sincerely hope it will be the last war on this
earth. War is too terrible a business. So many innocent people have to suffer.”

Sheila told the congregation: “As you probably guessed, Douglas is my dad. Sylvie, my mum. He never forgot his comrades. Each
Remembrance Day, I went with him to Westminster, and he cried as he planted a cross in the garden for his friend and pilot,
Godwin Scudamore, who didn’t make it home.”
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The stories of Epsom’s fallen

Cllr Dr Graham Jones MBE and the Lord Lieutenant of Surrey, Michael Molyneux, read researched accounts of four Epsom men
who lost their lives in the Far East campaign.

= Sergeant Jack Cannon, Royal Artillery, died 28 February 1944 aged 30 at Imphal, India: “Jack married Nora Rush in
1940, and a year later their son Anthony was born. After just a year with his family, Jack was sent to India... He was
killed in action during a Japanese attack and later interred at the Commonwealth War Graves cemetery in Imphal. His
widow Nora requested the inscription: ‘To a beautiful life came a sudden end, and he died as he lived, everyone’s
friend.””

= Corporal Lionel William Murray, Dorset Regiment, killed at the Battle of Kohima, 4 May 1944, aged 28: “Before the
war he lived with his mother in Langley Vale. He was evacuated from Dunkirk, then sent to India to train in jungle
warfare. At Kohima he fought in bitter hand-to-hand combat and was killed in action. His gravestone reads: ‘In loving
memory of a beloved son and brother. Rest in peace.””

= Lance Bombardier Alfred William Cates, Royal Artillery, died of cholera 26 July 1943 aged 42: “Stationed in
Singapore, he was taken prisoner in February 1942 and sent to work on the notorious Thailand-Burma Death Railway.

o

His widow Emma chose the words: ‘So young, so calm, so bright, I bid you, my dearest one, goodnight.

= Noel Seymour, RAF wireless operator, died 14 October 1943 aged 21: “Taken prisoner in Singapore, he too was
forced to work on the Burma Railway, where some 30 prisoners died every day. Noel was one of them. He lies in
Kanchanaburi War Cemetery in Thailand, and his name is remembered on the war memorial in this very church.”

Tributes from today’s leaders

Helen Maguire MP for Epsom and Ewell, whose grandfather had served in Burma, spoke of both the past and her own military
service: “Those who served in the Burma campaign were referred to as the Forgotten Army, and today we remember them and we
honour them... My grandfather fought in the Battle of Kohima, a brutal and decisive turning point in the war. Like many who
served there, he never spoke of his experiences, but it was clear the war stayed with him for the rest of his life. I remember him
today with pride, gratitude and honour.”

Maguire linked her own military service in Bosnia and Iraq to the experiences of those remembered:

“War is cruel and it affects innocent people. It's something civilians should never have to live through. Today, I remember my
grandfather and those he served with. I remember those who didn’t come home, and I remember too the lasting impact of service
on families, on lives and on future generations. We give thanks for peace and pray for an end to wars.”

Community effort

Barb Warwick, principal organiser with the Epsom RBL, later thanked the many contributors, from choirs and standard bearers to
the volunteers who served over 100 cups of tea and cake in St Martin’s Hall. She acknowledged the “wonderful trumpeter Mr
Dennis Sexton” for sounding the Last Post, and Tom Davey representing 135 Squadron.

Warwick reflected that this was “almost certainly the last service of its kind” and praised those who helped plan the event,
especially John Rogers and Revd Nick Parish: “You did them proud.”
Remembering the Forgotten Army

The commemoration at St Martin’s - once known as the “Burma Star church” - brought together personal memory, civic duty, and
community remembrance. The letters of Douglas Fletcher, the stories of Cannon, Murray, Cates and Seymour, and the
testimonies of descendants and leaders ensured that those from Epsom who served in the Far East will not be forgotten.

As the exhortation reminded the packed congregation: “We will remember them.”

You can watch the full service on this video link: Epsom and Ewell V] Day Commemoration

Image: Barb Warwick of Royal British Legion Epsom and Ewell the principal organiser of the event.
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Local MP speaks out on Epsom Hospital’s bed-blocking

Epsom & Ewell’s MP, Helen Maguire, has called for urgent action on social care after visiting Epsom Hospital’s accident and
emergency department this week.

The Liberal Democrat MP met hospital staff and health professionals to discuss the forthcoming NHS 10 Year Plan. She said her
visit underlined the “unimaginable pressures” faced by staff and patients as a result of overcrowding and long waits.

According to figures from Epsom and St Helier University Hospitals NHS Trust, the average stay in A&E at Epsom during
2024/25 was 5 hours and 41 minutes. For patients admitted, the average length of stay rises to nearly 10 days. Some patients
with mental health needs remain in the emergency department for extended periods due to difficulties securing appropriate care.

Maguire said she was concerned at the sight of patients being treated in corridor beds — something NHS staff acknowledged as a
consequence of space shortages and wider pressures across the system.

Welcoming the government’s forthcoming NHS 10 Year Plan, Maguire argued that improvements in social care were essential to
tackle the problem of so-called “bed-blocking” — where patients who are medically fit to be discharged remain in hospital
because no suitable care arrangements are available.

“Hospitals like Epsom, in my constituency, face unimaginable pressures as a result of years of mismanagement under the
previous Conservative government,” she said. “If this Labour government are serious about ending the bed-blocking crisis and
improving patient outcomes, they should listen to the Liberal Democrats and put social care front and centre of the NHS 10 Year
Plan. We cannot fix our NHS unless we fix the crisis in social care.”

She also praised the efforts of Epsom and St Helier staff: “I want to pay tribute to all of the wonderful staff at Epsom Hospital,
and across the Trust, who work tirelessly to deliver the best possible outcomes for patients under incredibly testing
circumstances.”

Local pressures in national context

Epsom and St Helier hospitals have faced longstanding challenges with ageing estates, high demand, and difficulties in
discharging patients into community or residential care. The Trust has been working on plans to modernise services, including
proposals for a new specialist emergency care hospital in Sutton, while maintaining district services in Epsom and St Helier.

Nationally, the issue of delayed discharges has been identified by successive governments as a major factor behind hospital
overcrowding. NHS England data for 2024 showed that more than 12,000 hospital beds across the country were occupied each
day by patients who no longer needed acute care, but who could not be discharged safely.

Health experts say shortages of social care staff, funding pressures on local councils, and a rising elderly population have
combined to make the problem worse. The government has promised its NHS 10 Year Plan will set out reforms aimed at shifting
more care into the community and improving integration between health and social care.
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